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INTRODUCTION. 


The  remarkable  dispersion  oflheJewn  through-^ 
put  the    world,  retaining  aU    the    chaiiaGter- 
istics    of  a  peculiar  people,  and  yet  unmixed 
with  those  nations  among  whom  th^  sojourn, 
bears  most  striking  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
prophecy  in  the  New  Testament,  while  the  ac- 
tual existence  at  this  day  of  many  customs  de* 
scribed  in  the  Old,  may  be  considered  asa  qiecies 
of  monumental  evidence  to  the  general  veracity 
of  the  whole  of  the  Sacred  Volume.    This  opi- 
nion I  am  humbly  disposed  to  entertain,  since 
repeatedly  in  the  course  of  travelling  through 
the  Holy  L*and,  I  felt  as  if  I  had  been  an  actual 
witness  to  some  of  the  most  impressive  incidents 
recorded  in  the  Book  of  Inspiration,  so  distinctly 
were  events  bronght  before  me  by  the  living  man- 
ners and  usages  of  the  present  inhabitants,  wilii 
that  wonderful   accuracy  which    still    renders 
Biblical  descriptions,  mirrors^  as  it  were,  of  the 
scenery  and  local  customs  of  this  country. 
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Vm  INTRODUCTION. 

Although  it  is  not  under  an  expectation  I 
shall  be  able  to  add  any  thing  of  importance  to 
the  information  contained  in  the  works  of  those 
travellers  who  have  visited  this  most  interesting 
region,  that  I  sit  down  to  arrange  into  a  narrative 
the  notes  and  memoranda  of  a  long  journey;  yet, 
it  is  in  the  humble  hope  of  contributing^o97ie/A^, 
which  may  dispose  Sceptics  and  Unbelievers  to  feel 
surprised  that  things  of  such  great  antiquity  as 
those  customs  described  in  this  sacred  fountain  of 
truth  should  have  been  protected,  or  kept  alive, 
ftomthose  changes  incident  to  the  lapse  of  time  and 
vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  as  if  these  had  been 
preserved  in  their  entire  original  state,  to  confirm 
to  all  ages,  the  authenticity  of  that  record  which 
they  are  so  wonderfully  calculated  to  illustrate. 
-  «  The  true  and  faithful,"  I  am  led  to  presume, 
may  be  otherwise  affected.  This  distinct  class 
of  persons,  in  all  probability  like  myself,  instead 
of  expressing  emotions  of  mere  surprise,  will, 
on  the  contrary,  feel  the  glow  of  a  higher  senti- 
ment in  their  souls,  accompanied  with  reverence 
and  delight,  when  they  discover  the  mute  things 
of  those  hallowed  scenes,  and  the  mountain,  and 
cavern,  giving  testimony  to  that  trust  which 
may  be  confidently  reposed  in  the  promises  of 
Jehovah. 
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INTRODUCTION.  IX 

To  the  Believer  and  the  Sceptic,  then,  I  am  to 
address  myself.  Of  the  latter  I  only  venture  to  ask 
a  patient  and  attentive  hearings  I  cannot  express 
the  confident  hope  that  he  will  sympathise  withme 
in  that  devotional  feeling  with  which  I  was  im- 
pressed ;  but,  as  he  professes  to  entertain  respect 
for  truth,  he  may,  perhaps,  in  the  simplicity  of  my 
statements,  meet  with  some  few  circumstances 
which,  if  he  deny  the  inference  I  shall  deduce 
from  them,  he  must  at  least  acknowledge  to  be 
remarkable.  From  the  former,  however,  I  claim 
more,  since  I  would  call  on  him  to  contemplate 
and  admire  that  astonishing  wisdom,  which,  with 
such  materials  as  the  manners  and  customs  of 
countries  that  have  undergone  such  variety  of 
changes,  and  passed  under  the  dominion  of  jso 
many  masters,  have  contributed,  as  it  were,  to 
constitute  a  steadfast  monument  which  serves  to 
corroborate  the  revelation,  which  has  been  un- 
folded of  its  own  eternal  and  imchangeable  na- 
ture. From  the  scientific  I  can  only  expect  to 
meet  with  some  degree  of  indulgence. 

The  reader  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe, 
that  it  never  entered  into  my  contemplation  at  any 
time  during  the  jotuney,  to  write  and  send  forth 
to  the  world  a  publication  of  this  nature,  other- 
wise  I  might  have  examined  more  critically  such 
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couatries^  with  their  cnistoixis,  and,  in  that  view, 
resided  longer  among  the  natives*  On  return* 
ing  to  Britain  I  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
j&iends  to  commit  the  travelsto  writing  to  whose 
wishes  I  yielded  with  reluctance^  not  only  under 
theoonyictionof  my  inaUlily  to  drawup  a  coapo- 
aition  in  such  a  manner  as  the  importance  of  so 
interesting  a  subject  called  for,  but  from  not 
having  appeared  before  the  public  in  writing  at 
any  former  period 

In  the  following  pages  it  forms  no  part  of 
my  pretensions  to  aspire  to  literary  fame  or 
elegance  of  language  and  style^  since  those  ex- 
clusively pertain  to  genius  and  talent;  and  there* 
fore  I  shall  submit  to  the  charge  of  literary  defi« 
dendesy  if  I  am  permitted,  and  it  is  the  utmost 
extent  of  my  wishes,  to  attain  the  very  humble 
merit  of  having  seen  all  the  various  objecta  I 
have  described,  under  the  influence  of  reveren* 
tial  awe  and  piety. 

On  the  whole,  should  any  thing  I  have  itdvaiiced 
contribute  to  show,  in  some  respect,  the  marked 
coincidence  of  these  countries  and  their  manners, 
as  they  exist  at  this  moment,  with  the  Book  of  In* 
qiiration,  if  the  faith  of  Believers  is  confirmed^the 
scruples  of  Sceptics  and  speculations  of  Vision^* 
aries  removed,  and  a  blow  be  given  to  those  pemi* 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


INTRODUCTION.  Xl 

dous  publications,  stalking  about  with  gigantic 
strides,  the  diabolical  intention  whereof  is  to 
undermine  the  word  of  God,  although  of  sove- 
reign authority,  and  worthy  of  the  highest  possi- 
ble  acceptation,  being  the  oldest  record  in  exist- 
ence^ and  which  has  been  the  support  and  strong 
consolation,  during  all  ages,  of  millions  of  the 
human  race,  my  object  will  be  most  fiilly 
accomplished. 
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CHAP.  I. 

DSPARTURB.  —  PARIS.  —  MARSEILLRS.  —  PROFAKATION  OV 
THB  SABBATH.  —  OBSERVATIONS.  —  EMBARKATION.  •— 
CANDIA.  —ST.  PAUL.  —  COAST  OF  EGYPT.  —  TBRRIBLB 
TEMPEST.  —  ENORMOUS  FISHES. PROPHET  JONAH.  — •  AR- 
RIVAL AT  ALEXANDRIA.  — HARBOUR.  — PACHA. 

After  being  favoured  with  letters  of  recom- 
mendation from  my  Illustrious  and  lamented 
friend,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  and 
from  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  as  also  private 
individuals,  and  a  Patent  Letter  which  I  had  re- 
ceived when  in  Rome  from  the  Propaganda  Fidei, 
addressed  to  the  Convents  in  the  Holy  Land*, 

*  I  regret  that,  from  having  lost  thw  curious  document, 
I  am  unable  to  insert  it  in  the  Appendix. 
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S  MARSEILLES, 

I  set  out  from  London  on  the  26th  Octo- 
ber,  1818. 

I  shall  not  describe  my  journey  from  thence 
to  MarseiUes,  the  point  from  which  I  intended 
to  embark,  beyond  observing,  that  I  receivedy 
on  passing  through  Paris,  poUteness,  and  ad- 
ditional letters  from  his  Excellency  Sir  Charles 
Stuart,  the  British  Ambassador,  and  his  Excel- 
lency Viscount  Chateaubriand,  now  at  the  Court 
of  London,  who  had  travelled  through  Pales* 
tine.  Several  Greek  and  Arab  Chiefs  and  Eccle- 
siastics also  favoured  me  with  letters  of  recom- 
mendation. 

I  followed  the  beaten  track  as  expeditiously 
as  the  usual  mode  of  travelling  in  France  per- 
mitted, a  country  which,  in  all  its  features  and 
characteristics,  has  been  often  the  subject  of  dis- 
tinguished writers. 

At  Marseilles  I  fortunately  met  with  Mr. 
Barker,  the  English  Consul  of  Aleppo,  on  his 
return  to  Britain,  who  advised  me  to  forward  a 
letter  which  his  Royal  Highness  had  addresssed 
in  my  favour  to  Sir  Robert  Liston,  British  Am- 
bassador  at  Constantinople,  and  b^  the  favour 
of  his  Excellency  to  procure  and  address  to 
me  at  St.  Jean  d' Acre,  the  necessary  Firman  or 
Passport  for  a  traveller  from  the  Grand  Signior^; 
a  suggestion  which  I  immediately  adopted.  At 
the  same  time  Mr.  Barker  gave  me  letters  to 
different  Consuls,  and,  in  short,  in  a  handsome 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


MARSEILLES.  3 

manner,   afibrded  every   information   to  facili- 
tate the  expedition. 

During  my  stay  at  Marseilles,  most  part  of 
the  time  was  occupied  in  making  the  necessary 
preparations  for  the  voyage,  which  chiefly  con- 
sisted in  furnishing  a  supply  of  Coins  to  defray 
expences,  and  Watches  to  offer  as  presents,  ac- 
cording to  a  practice  in  the  east,  to  the  different 
Chiefs  from  whom  I  might  have  occasion  to 
dLaim  protection,  require  escorts,  or  other  fa^ 
voinrs. 

On  Sunday,  the  25th  of  October,  I  attended 
divine  service  in  the  Protestant  church,  when 
an  int^esting  discourse  w^  delivered  by  a  young 
clergyman,  on  the  words —  "  My  son,  give  me 
thy  heart,  and  let  thine  eyes  observe  my  ways."* 
On  this  occasion  it  was  refreshing  to  my  feelings 
to  enjoy  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  in  a  foreign 
land,  in  the  contemplation  of  that  journey  I 
was  about  to  undertake«  After  our  own  simple 
and  impressive  mode  of  worship,  all  the  pomp 
and  pageantry  of  the  Romish  ritual  appeared 
to  me  as  the  mere  mimic  exhibitions  of  the 
stage. 

In  the  evening  I  was  shocked  to  find  that 
here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  continent  which  I 
had  visited,  the  Catholics  had  given  themselves 
up  to  all  kinds  of  sensual  gratifications ;  every 

♦  Prov*  xxiii.  26- 
B  f^ 
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species  of  folly  and  buffoonery  by  way  of  amuse' 
ment  was  indulged  in;  and,  in  particular,  the. 
public  Theatre  was  thrown  open,  where  crorwds 
of  persons  were  absolutely  pressing  for  admis- 
^n.  ]^)^othing  has  appeared  to  my  mind  more 
astonishing  and  inconsistent,  than  to  find  mem- 
bers bf  the  Catholic  persuasion,  who  appear 
to  profess  such  strict  ideas  with  respect  to  all 
institutions  connected  with  their  religion,  en- 
tertain so  Uttle  reverence  for  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  as  almost  totally  to  disregard  this  parti- 
cular day,  which  has  been  so  solemnly  and  ex- 
pressly instituted  by  the  Almighty  himself  in 
commemoration  of  that  great  event,  the  Crea- 
tion of  the  world,  which  was  accomplished  in 
six  days;  and  who  loudly  proclaimed  to  his 
creatures,  in  reference  to  that  of  the  seventh,  the 
great  commandment,  **  Remember  that  thou  keep 
holy  the  Sabbath  day.*  When  I  passed  through 
Amiens^  I  recollect  having  seen  many  people 
on  the  Sabbath  stepping  out  of  a  church  afler 
finishing  their  devotions,  situated  upon  one  side 
of  a  street,  and  going  into  a  theatre  directly  op- 

*  <<  My  Sabbaths  ye  ihaU  keep :  for  it  is  a  sign  between 
me  and  you  throughout  your  generations,  that  ye  may 
know  I  am  the  Lord." 

^<  It  is  a  sign  for  ever :  for  in  six  days  the  Lord  made 
heaven  and  earth,  and  on  the  seventh  day  he  rested,  and 
was  refreshed.  Every  one  that  defileth  it  shall  surely  be 
put  to  deathr  ^IS^no^  xxxi.  13,  14^  17. 
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posite  to  it  on  the  oihery  which  forcibly  brought 
to  my  recollection  the  words  of  the  Satirist** 

It  would  appear  that  even  the  BeUs  of  the 
church  had  no  effect  in  banishing  Satan,  although 
at  the  erection  of  these  it  forms  part,  of  a  bene- 
diction ofiered  by  the  Bishop,  that  "  when  they 
sound  the  Devil  may  tremble  and  j^^  qffl  and 
his  fiery  darts  fly  backward.*'  t 

It  is  further  remarkable,  that  notwithstanding 
that  extreme  passion  which  has  been  manifested 
on  the  part  of  the  French,  for  this  sort  of  amuse- 
ment. It  has  been  expressly  condemned  in  a 
distinguished  discourse,  delivered  by  one  of  the 
most  enlightened  Fathers  of  the  church  which 
that  nation  has  ever  produced,  t  Considering 
there  are  about  twelve  Theatres  in  Paris,  and 

*  "  Where'er  the  Lord  erects  a  house  of  prayer, 
The  devil's  sure  to  build  a  Chapel  near  ; 
And  'twill  be  found  upon  examination 
That  Satan  has  the  largest  congregation."^ 

t  "  Get  thee  hence  Satan."  —  Mat.  iii.  10. 

X  ^*  You  have  only  to  decide,  whether  you  can  connect  the 
glory  of  Jesus  Christ  with  the  pleasure  of  a  theatre.  What  I 
The  theatres  are  the  works  of  Jesus  Christ  I  These  blas- 
phemies strike  me  with  horror  Would  Jesus  Christ  pre- 
side in  assemblies  of  sin,  where  every  thing  we  hear  weakens 
his  doctrines,  where  the  poison  enters  the  soul  by  all  the 
senses,  and  every  art  is  employed  to  inspire,  and  awaken, 
and  justify  the  passions  he  condemns?  Every  Christian 
ought  to  abstain  from  them,  however  innocent  he  may  flatter 
himself  to  be,  in  bringing  from  these  places  an.  untainted 
heart ;  it  is  sullied  by  being  there ;  since  by  his  presence 
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seventy  Sho^s,  and  three  hundred  and  seventjr 
other  Theatres  over  the  different  Departments  in 
France,  all  thrown  open  every  Sabbath  evening, 
some  calculation  may  be  formed  of  the  extent  of 
that  train  of  evil  which  must  arise  from  so  flagrant 
a  violation  of  the  Divine  commands;  and  which 
occurs  in  a  land  where  pure  and  undeflled 
religion  is  held  out  to  be  practised  I  can  only 
exclaim,  thank  God,  no  such  irreligious  prac- 
tices take  place  in  my  own  happy  country.* 

The  extraordinary  circumstances  which  had 
here  fallen  under  my  observation,  appear  to  be 
awfuUy  instructive.  They  declare  that  the  forma 
of  superstition  have  lost  their  energy,  even  for 
memtaixnngjbrmal  decency.  As  to  the  worship 
of  Protestants,  although  they  who  adore  the  Al- 
mighty in  that  character  are  seldom  so  gross  as 
to  go  direct  from  the  Church  to  the  Theatre,  yet 
they  require  admonition,  and  ought  to  take  wam- 


aIone»  he  has  participated  in  the  works  of  Satan,  and  vio- 
lated the  most  sacred  promises  he  had  made  to  Jesus  Christ  and 
to  his  CHURCH." — Massillon. 

"  It  is  at  the  theatre,  our  Daughters  are  taught  the  art  of 
skilfully  conducting  an  intrigue,  of  concealing  from  their  Pa- 
rents the  secrets  of  their  hearts,  and  of  cherishing  a  passion 
condemned  hy  propriety,  and  morality.** — Abbe  Clement. 

*  — ■"  I  love  thee  still. 

My  country  !  and  ^ile  yet  a  nook  is  left, 
Where  English  minds  and  manners  may  hejbund. 
Shall  be  constrained  to  love  thee.  CowPKSr 
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ing.  How,  it  might  be  asked,  is  the  evening  of 
the  Sabbath  spent?  If  men  betray  then  a  spirit 
of  frivolity  and  careless  levity,  does  not  this  de- 
velope  the  secret,  that  their  worship  has  been 
without  pcfwer  ?  The  caballing  walk  or  visit,  for 
purposes  of  mere  amusement,  or  empty  talk, 
proclaims  that  the  grimace  of  the  church  was  an 
impious  lie;  and  it  may  be  a  preparation  for 
bolder  iniquity  on  that  sacred  evening ;  such  as 
buU-fighting,  cards,  dancing,  and  other  amuse- 
ments, which  are  so  much  at  open  war  with 
that  ''  spirit'^  in  which  accountable  beings 
ought  to  be  "  on  the  Lord's  day/* 

On  Monday,  the  S6th  of  October,  I  ^nbarked 
on  board  of  a  new  French  vessel,  the  St.  Jean 
Baptist,  direct  for  Alexandria,  in  Egypt  I 
agreed  to  pay  for  the  passage  fifteen  Napcdeons*, 
lay  in  my  stores,  and  if,  in  the  event,  at  the 
end  of  the  voyage,  I  was  satisfied  with  the  civi- 
lity and  attention  I  should  experience  from  the 
Captain,  I  promised  to  give  something  more  as 
gratification  on  that  head. 

A  voyage  in  the  Mediterranean  has  beef,  so 
frequentiy  described,  that  no  circumstance  which 
occurred  can  derive  any  novelty  from  my 
pen.  I  encountered  the  usual  baffling  and 
tempestuous  winds,  which  are  so  often  alluded 

•  £12.  lb*,  sterling. 
B   4 
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to  in  classic  writers  and  the  sacred  Scriptures^ 
as  marring  the  enterprises  of  ancient  navigators. 
Frequently  we  were  at  one  moment  in  a  dead 
calm,  and  at  another  a  hurricane  set  in,  which 
threatened  to  upset  the  vessel.  In  passing  the 
island  of  Candia^  formerly  denominated  Crete, 
(for  the  Franks  •  only  have  superseded  the  clas- 
sical name,  since  it  is  still  so  called  by  the 
Greeks,)  it  brought  to  my  recollection,  that  here 
the  Gospel  was  planted  by  St  Paul  himself; 
but,  alas,  the  vineyard  is  overrun  with  the  weeds 
of  Greek  and  Roman  error,  and  Mahomedan 
devastation,  thus  verifying  the  expressions  of 
the  great  Apostle,  that  —  "  Paid  may  plant,  and 
Apollos  water,  but  God  giveth  the  increase." 
Of  this  great  convert  of  the  faith  having  been 
the  first  to  carry  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  into 
Q^ete,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  since  this  is 
so  distinctly  proved  in  his  address  to  Titus.* 

The  cloudy  and  tempestuous  weather  which 
prevails  between  this  island  and  the  coast 
of  Greece,  has  in  all  ages  been  the  cause  of 
serious  alarm  to  mariners,  insomuch  that  the 
hazards  of  the  passage  are  proverbial.  The 
authenticity  therefore  of  Revelation,  in  my  appre* 

*  A  name  applied  to  Europeans. 

t  <<  For  this  cause  I  lefl  thee  in  Crete,  that  thou  should- 
est  set  in  order  the  things  that  are  wanting,  and  ordain 
ciders  in  every  city,  as  I  had  appointed  thee."  —  Titus,  i.  5- 
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hensioDy  derives  the  strongest  confirmatory  evi- 
dence from  what  is  recorded  respecting  the 
voyage  of  this  Ambassador  of  Christ,  when  con- 
sidered with  reference  to  what  happened  to  him 
about  that  place.  * 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  many 
are  disposed  to  think  that  SwaUorvSj  from  disap- 
pearing in  winter,  secure  a  retreat  in  some  seques- 
tered spot,  where  they  sleep  or  sink  into  a  torpid 
state,  and  are  only  awakened  by  the  influence  of 
spring.  I  apprehend,  however,  this  to  be  a  mis- 
take ;  and  that  the  fact  is,  their  migration  is  an- 
nual and  regular.  Of  this  I  had  the  strongest 
proof  in  those  immense  bodies  which  I  perceived 
pushing  their  way  in  the  direction  of  Egypt, 
from  Europe,  during  the  present  month,  when 
the  winter  is  about  setting  in.  They  return  to  our 
climate  in  the  beautiful  season  of  the  year,  and 

*  "  And  when  neither  sun  nor  stars  in  many  days  ap- 
peared, and  no  small  tempest  lay  on  us,  all  hope  that  we 
should  be  saved  was  then  taken  away. 

**  But  after  long  abstinence,  P&ul  stood  forth  in  the  midst 
of  them  and  said,  Sirs,  ye  should  have  hearkened  unto  me, 
and  not  have  loosed  from  Crete,  and  to  have  gained  this 
harm  and  loss. 

"  And  now  I  exhort  you  to  be  of  good  cheer,  for  there 
shall  be  no  loss  of  any  man's  life  among  you,  but  of  the  ship. 

**  For  there  stood  by  me  this  night,  the  angel  of  the 
Lord,  whose  I  am,  and  whom  I  serve.  For  I  believe  God, 
that  it  shall  be,  even  as  it  was  told  me."— -Acts,  xxvii. 
20— 2S.  25. 
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Revelation  itself  Beetns  to  confirm  this.  *  There 
are,  indeed,  many  passages  in  Saipture  where 
this  particular  bird  is  specially  alluded  to.  It 
appears  to  have  been  one  of  a  privileged  kind 
which  was  permitted  to  construct  its  nest  in  the 
cloister  of  the  sanctuary  of  Jehovah  t,  and  also 
ranked  among  those  whose  likeness,  as  an  object 
of  idolatry,  was  reprobated  under  the  Mosaic 
dispensation,  t 

In  speaking  of  these  birds  I  cannot,  in  passing, 
refrain  from  mentioning  a  circumstance  related 
to  me 'by  a  friend,  expressive  of  their  industry 
and  fiddity  to  each  other.  A  Swallow  built  a 
nest  under  the  porch  of  his  house,  which  hap- 
pened to  fall  during  a  storm.  In  consequence 
of  this  the  place  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
swallows,  who,  with  the  utmost  industry,  co- 
operated, rebuilt  the  nest,  and  aHer  puttiug 
the  original  proprietor  in  possession,  lefl  it. 
But  to  return  to  my  narrative. 

After  passing  Candia  we  had  a  pleasant  run  to 
the  coast  of  Egypt     The  wind  was  in  general 

*  **  The  swallows  observe  the  time  of  their  coming.'* — 
Jeremiah  viii.  7. 

f  <<  Yea,  the  swallow  hath  found  a  nest  for  herseli^  where 
she  may  lay  her  young;  even  thine  altars,  O  Lord  of  Hosts! 
my  King  and  my  God." — Psal.  Ixxxiv.  3. 

^  "  Take  heed  lest  ye  corrupt  yourselves,  and  make  the 
likeness  of  any  xminged  fowl  that  flieth  in  the  air." — Deut. 
iv.  15,  16,  17. 
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favourable,  the  weather  cheerfiil^  and  very  wann 
for  the  season,  as  we  approached  Alexandria, 
When,  however,  the-  famous  pillar  of  Pompey 
came  into  view,  the  breeze  from  the  low,  sandy 
Egyptian  coast  came  ofi^  and  forced  us  to 
beat  about.  Nothing  in  the  course  of  the 
voyage  was  more  disagreeable  than  this  tanta- 
lizing situation  ;  but  at  night  I  was  gratified  with 
the  sight  of  a  phenomenon,  which  had  never 
struck  me  so  forcibly  on  any  former  occasion. 
The  sky  appeared  to  be  remarkably  serene,  and 
the  depth  of  its  azure  so  pure  and  beautiiul,  that 
the  stars  shone  with  a  brilliancy,  of  which  it  is 
not  possible  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  to  the 
inhabitants  of  our  humid  atmosphere.  The 
view  of  the  heavens  ^  off  this  particular  coast, 
I  shall  ever  remember  as  one  of  the  most 
splendid  displays  of  the  magnificence  of  creation. 
But  when  I  looked  at  those  glorious  orbs  as  they 
sparkled  in  the  unblemished  crystal  of  their 
spheres,  I  could  not  refrain  from  exclaiming,  in 
the  language  of  holy  writ,  if  the  **  stars  are  not 
pure  in  God's  sight,  how  much  less  man 
that  is  a  worm,  and  the  son  of  man  which  is 
a  worm."  t 

*  '<  Ah !  Lord  (rod,  behold  thou  hast  made  the  heaven  and 
the  earth  by  thy  great  power  and  stretched  out  arm,  and  there 
is  nothing  too  hard  for  thee.**. —  Jeremiah,  xxxii.  17—19. 

t  Job,  XXV.  5,  6. 
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On  the  second  night  the  wind  from  the  shore 
freshened  into  a  gale,  when  a  considerable 
degree  of  anxiety  on  board  began  to  prevail 
about  our  provisions;  lest  they  might  be  ex- 
hausted before  the  completion  of  the  voyage. 
The  Captain,  who,  it  may  be  mentioned,  had 
previously  boasted  he  had  "  Holy  water'^  on 
board,  without  which  he  never  attempted  to  put 
to  sea,  appeared  to  have  no  faith  in  his  only 
safeguard,  but  in  a  fi*enzy  of  passion  blas- 
phemed the  name  of  God,  and  chided  the  winds 
with  horrid  oaths  and  imprecations,  as  if  these 
could  give  heed  to  the  angry  remonstrances  of  a 
mere  worm  of  the  dust  The  gale  increased  to  a 
frightful  tempest  *,  which  forced  us  to  stand  out 
to  sea.  Another  passenger  and  myself  were 
shut  up  under  hatches.  Every  sail  was  furled, 
and  the  vessel  allowed  to  encounter  the 
pitiless  gale  under  bare  poles.  The  thunder  on 
this  occasion  was  terrific ;  and  at  times  the  bark 
appeared  as  enveloped  in  flames  by  lightning  t : 
This  night  was  indeed  awful,  and  will  be  memor- 

*  "  The  Lord  sent  out  a  great  noind  into  the  sea,  and 
there  was  a  mighty  tempest  in  the  sea,  so  that  the  ship  was 
like  to  be  broken."  —  Jonah  i.  4. 

f  ^<  Thou  shalt  be  visited  by  the  Lord  of  Hosts  with 
thundery  and  with  storm^  and  tempest  J*  —  Isaiah  xxix.  6. 

*'  Pk*aise  him  all  deeps.  Praise  him  stormy  wind  fulfilling 
his  word."  —  Psalm  cxlviii.  7,  8. 

'<  His  praise  ye  winds  that  from  four  quarters  blow." 

Milton. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


VOYAG£.  13 

able.  The  stars  between  the  clouds  appeared  to  be 
reeling  from  their  courses,  and  the  billows  around 
sparkled  and  flashed.  In  short,  it  was  with  the 
greatest  possible  difficulty,  that  the  Captain  and 
Mariners  could  keep  a  moment's  firm  footing  on 
the  deck  of  the  vessel,  which  groaned  as  she 
plunged  into  the  hollow  of  the  waves ;  and  all  of* 
us  concluded  we  should  be  hurried  into  that- 
world  which  is  eternal.  Every  thing  indeed  pro- 
claimed, that  we  were  totally  out  of  the  power 
of  any  human  Being,  and  altogether  in  the  hands 
of  that  Almighty  One,  "  who  hath  measured 
the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand."  • 

In  the  course  of  the  following  day,  when  this 
dreadful  tempest  had  abated,  we  observed  several 
very  large  Jishes  sporting  about  the  ship,  some 
of  which  could  not  be  less  than  sixty  feet  in 
length,  and  appeared  as  long  as  the  vessel  itself. 
This  leads  me  to  observe,  tha;t  Sceptics  are  known 
to  be  in  the  practice  of  disputing,  nay,  reviling 
the  veracity  of  the  book  of  Jonah,  by  contending 
that  there  are  no  fish  of  such  magnitude  in 
the  Mediterranean  sea,  as  that  described  to 
have  been  the  miraculous  preserver  of  the  Pro- 
phet, t  But  in  the  exact  same  portion  of  the 
sea  where  the  vessel  with  Jonah  had  encountered 

*  Isaiah,  xl.  12. 

f  "  Now  die  Lord  had  prepared  a  great  Juh  to  swallow 
up  Jonah."  —  Jonah,  i.  17. 
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the  tempest,  have  I  been  witness  to  their 
existence ;  and  after  a  storm  had  subsided,  in 
which  perhaps  the  agitation  of  the  waters  had 
roused  these  enormous  Monsters  from  their 
oozy  beds  in  the  caverns  of  the  great  deep. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Satur- 
day, the  S8th  of  November,  we  at  last  entered 
the  port  of  Alexandria,  when  an  armed  Arab 
came  on  board.  I  was  surprised  to  find  so 
many  vessels  of  all  nations  in  the  harbour, 
having  been  led  to  expect  from  the  desolation 
of  Egypt,  that  I  should  have  seen  this  great 
ancient  Port  almost  empty. 

But  Egypt,  even  under  her  change,  is  so  en- 
dowed by  nature,  with  extraordinary  fertility, 
that  she  still  continues  to  pour  her  com  and 
fruits  from  the  horn  of  abundance,  into  the  lap 
of  other  nations.  In  opposing  avarice  to  tyrannyt 
commerce  has  here  still  preserved  her  seat,  and 
by  the  benefits  which  she  has  shewn  hersdLf 
ciqiable  of  bestowing,  has  obtained  in  Mahommed 
Ali,  the  present  popular  Pasha  or  Governor  of 
that  extensive  country,  a  most  indefatigable  and 
powerful  protector. 
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CHAP.  II. 

ALEXANDRIA.  —  ABOLITION  OF  TH£  DISTINCTION  OF  HAR- 
BOURS FOR  THE  MAHOMEDANS  AND  CHRISTIANS,  BT  COM- 
MANDER OF   THE  BRITISH    ARMY.  —  CONTRAST  BETWEEN 

THE  ENGLISH   AND  FRENCH   FORCES. EXALTED  OPINION 

ENTERTAINED    OF    THE    FORMER    BY    THE    EGYPTIANS. 

SHORT  HISTORY  OF  THE  WAR. REVOLUTION. MAHOM- 

MED  ALI  DECLARED  PACHA,  AND  CONFIRMED  BY  THE 
PORTE.  ^-  IMPROVEMENTS  UNDER  HIS  GOVERNMENT.  — - 
GRAND  CANAL  FROM  THE  NILE  TO  ALEXANDRIA.  —  AN- 
TIENT  PREJUDICE  AS  TO  THE  HARBOURS  RENEWED. DE- 
MAND OF  BRITISH  CONSUL  THAT  THE  PRIVILEGES  COK^ 
CEDED  TO  SIR  JOHN  STUART  SHOULD  BE  EXERCISED.'^ 
GRANTED. -— IMPORTANT  EFFECTS  TO  EUROPEANS.  —  OB- 
SERVATIONS ON  THE  PLAGUE. : —  HOSPITAL  AT  ALEXAN- 
DRIA. 

Alexandria,  or  SCanderiat  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  was  built  by  Alexander  the  Great ;  but  no 
part  of  the  old  city  can  now  be  described  other- 
wise than  as  a  mass  of  ruins,  weeping,  as  it  were^ 
over  fallen  ^andeur  and  the  ravages  of  time.  A 
portion,  however,  of  the  antient  walls  is  still 
standing. 

The  modem  town,  in  its  general  effect,  appears 
to  be  most  wretched  and  mean,  and  has  an  air  of 
squalidity  and  poverty  which  it  is  extremely  diffi* 
cult  to  depict ;  in  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the 
palace  of  the  Pacha  and  the  houses  of  the  Con- 
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suls,  especially  that  of  the  British ;  the  habita- 
tions  are  deplorable  in  the  extreme,  and  every 
thing  is  totally  at  variance  with  English  man- 
ners, customs,  and  comforts. 

Before,  however,  proceeding  further  with  a 
description  of  Alexandria,  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  bring  into  view  some  observations  with  re- 
gard to  that  particular  period  when  the  English 
and  French  armies  were  in  Egypt  j  those  bene-f 
fidal  effects  which  have  arisen  to  Europeans  in 
consequence  of  the  exertions  of  some  of  the  Com- 
manders of  the  British  force ;  the  estimation  in 
which  our  army  was  and  is  still  held  by  the  na- 
tives ;  with  a  sketch  of  the  character  of  the  pre- 
sent Ruler  in  that  quarter,  whose  friendship  it 
appears  to  be  so  much  the  interest  of  England  to 
cultivate  and  secure. 

When  the  expulsion  of  the  French  had  taken 
place  in  1801,  the  British  army  finally  evacuated 
the  country  in  1803.  On  this  occasion,  a  variety 
of  privileges  were  secured  lo  the  inhabitants  of 
Alexandria,  and  which  extended  to  all  Europe- 
ans, in  consequence  of  the  exertions  of  Sir  John 
Stuart  One  of  the  most  important  was  in  giving 
permission  to  the  vessels  of  Europeans  to  enter, 
and  make  the  necessary  use  of  the  Western  har- 
bour, from  which  they  had  always  been  expressly 
excluded,  from  motives  of  jealousy  on  the  part  of 
the  Mussulmen ;  a  port,  in  fact,  that  may  be  con- 
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sidered  as  the  only  one  of  perfect  security  on  the 
coast  of  Egypt 

Previous  to  the  invasion  of  Buonaparte  in 
1798,  ships  of  war,  and  those  of  merchants  from 
Europe,  had  only  liberty  to  enter  the  Eastern 
harbour,  which,  from  the  little  depth  of  water 
and  rocky  bottom,  was  always  attended  with  a 
degree  of  danger.  Independent  of  the  high  ad- 
vantage possessed  by  the  one  harbour  over  the 
other,  the  exclusion  from  that  of  the  western 
had  become  offensive  to  Europeans,  from  the  con- 
sideration that  it  had  been  denominated  by  the 
Mahomedans  **  Tlie  Harbour  of  the  Faithful;'' 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  eastern  port,  ap- 
propriated for  the  Eiu-opeans,  had  been  branded 
with  the  appellation  of  "  The  Harbour  of  the  In^ 
fdeV 

This  distinction  occupied  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  Sir  John  Stuart,  who  had  the  merit  of  ac- 
complishing its  abolition,  throwing  open  the  west- 
em  harbour  to  European  vessels  of  all  descrip- 
tions ;  and  most  incalculable  advantages  have  in 
consequence  arisen,  particularly  from  their  riding 
with  all  possible  security,  in  sujSicient  depth  of 
water,  which  is  moreover  capable  of  admitting 
any  number  of  ships  of  the  greatest  burthen. 

Fiurther  it  will  be  observed,  that  under  the  go- 
vemment  of  the  Mamelukes,  no  Christian  was 
permitted  to  ride  on  horseback  along  the  streets 
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of  Grand  Cairo,  the  Capital,  or  in  any  quarter  of 
the  country,  that  particular  animal  having  been 
exclusively  reserved  for  the  Mahomedans,  who 
permitted  only  the  ass  for  the  use  of  the  Chris- 
tians. Sir  John  had  also  the  credit  of  giving  a 
blow  to  this  indignity,  and  making  a  special 
stipulation,  that  Christians  should  be  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  riding  on  horses  in  all  parts  qf 
Egypt. 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  EngUsh  and 
French  armies,  it  is  impossible  to  figure  a  more 
striking  contrast  than  existed  between  the  one  and 
the  other,  to  the  truth  of  which  the  natives  bear 
the  most  ample  testimony.  In  the  first  place, 
that  of  the  French  had  rendered  itself  peculiarly 
odious,  while  the  former  had  commanded  uni- 
versal respect  Buonaparte,  without  any  pro- 
vocation or  declaration  of  hostiUties,  suddenly 
invaded  the  country,  which  had  roused  against 
his  troops,  in  no  ordinary  degree,  all  the  religious 
and  poUtical  feelings  of  the  Egyptians.  The 
operations  commenced  in  taking  Alexandria  by 
assault,  when  the  garrison  was  put  to  the  sword, 
witii  many  of  the  inhabitants,  which  was  followed 
by  heart-rending  scenes  throughout  the  whole 
range  of  Lower  and  Upper  Egypt;  outrages 
which  the  French  appeared  to  justify  on  the 
ground  of  that  resistance  which  they  had  met 
with  at  all  points,  both  from  Mamelukes  and 
Natives.  15* 
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The  destruction  of  the  French  fleet  at  Abou^ 
kir  had  the  effect  of  cutting  off  all  communica- 
tion with  France,  and  thus  confined  the  army 
to  its  own  resources.  In  consequence  of  this 
rigorous  contributions  were  levied  on  the  coun- 
try for  the  support  of  it,  which  increased  tlie 
exasperated  feelings  of  the  natives,  and  prompt- 
ed them  to  engage  in  a  most  vindictive  warfare. 
The  object  of  the  English  army  by  landing  in 
Egypt,  was  to  assist  the  forces  of  Turkey  in  their 
operations  of  wresting  the  country  from  the  hands 
of  such  oppressors;  but,  in  place  of  forcing  ex- 
ac;tions  in  any  shape,  ailer  the  example  of  the 
French,  the  conduct  of  the  British  was  marked 
by  principles  most  honourable  and  just,  for  am- 
ple fiinds  had  accompanied  the  troops,  not  only 
for  their  own  payment,  but  every  one  article 
which  was  supplied  to  them  by  the  natives.  No 
army,  in  short,  stood  on  higher  ground  to  com- 
mand admiration  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  not 
only  in  this  respect,  and  from  that  strict  discipline 
which  had  been  maintained,  but  the  protection 
afforded  to  property,  and  that  strictly  impartial 
justice  administered  in  an  even  scale  to  all  the  in- 
habitants, during  their  occupation  of  Alexandria. 

These  considerations,  added  to  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  revival  of  foreign  commerce, 
were  calculated  to  impress  the  Egyptians  not  only 
with  feelings  of  gratitude,  but  to  exalt  still  more 
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their  opinion  of  the  liberality  and  justice  of  the 
£nglish.  Indeed,  I  repeatedly  had  the  grattficar 
tion  of  hearuig  on  the  spot  Great  Britain  eulo- 
gized in  terms  the  most  glowing  and  grateful. 

The  Ottoman  troops  co-operated  cordially  witfc 
those  of  the  British  during  the  campaign,  but 
Were  afterwards  alienated  ija  consequence  of  a 
decided  part  taken  by  them  in  rescuing  the  Ma- 
melukes' Beys,  seized  in  violation  of  the  faith 
pledged  to  these  Chie&,  under  the  guarantee  of 
the  British. 

On  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  by  the  British 
forces,  in  March,  ;180S,  Major  Misset  was  ap* 
pointed  British  Resident  at  Cairo,  and  Samuel 
Briggs,  Esq.  Consul  at  Alexandria,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  the  political  and  commercial 
interests  of  England,  and  keeping  a  sharp  eye 
on  the  continuance  of  those  privileges  whidi  had 
been  granted,  through  the  activity  of  Sir  John 
Stuart,  as  formerly  mentioned. 

At  the  period  of  the  embarkation  of  the  Eng« 
lish  troops,  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm  had 
been  apprehended  among  the  European  inhabit- 
ants, but  Hourchid  Pacha,  the  Turkish  Governor 
of  Alexandria,  by  confining  the  Albanian  troops 
within  the  forts,  prevented  scenes  of  tumult  and 
disorder,  which  otherways  would  have  probably 
occurred.  A  couple  of  months,  however,  had 
scarcely  elapsed  from  the  departure  of  the  British, 
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before  important  events  arose ;  namely,  a  revolu- 
tion at  Cairo,  which  threw  the  whole  of  Egypt  into 
confusion,  and  a  renewal  of  the  war  between  Eng- 
land and  France.  This  change  of  circiunstances 
excited  appreh^isions,  that  it  had  formed  part  of 
the  plan  of  Buonaparte,  to  lay  his  devouring  hand 
upon  £^ypt,  and  our  Indian  possessions.  The  re- 
voluticHi  was  effected  by  the  Albanian  soldiery,  on 
the  ground  (^  arrears  of  pay  being  due  to  them ; 
when  the  Turkish  Viceroy  was  besieged  in  his 
palace,  took  to  flight,  and  escaped  to  Damietta,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Nile.  The  Albanians  again,  weak 
in  themselves,  incited  the  Mamelukes  to  join ; 
and  thus,  by  a  co-operation  of  force,  Damietta 
was  taken,  and  followed  by  the  expulsion  of  the 
Viceroy  from  the  country.  The  authority  of  the 
Forte  over  Egypt,  with  the  exception  of  Alex- 
andria, was  nominal^  and  the  jealousy  of  Alba- 
nians and  Mamelukes  kept  the  country,  for  a 
couple  of  years,  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion. 

H^e  may  be  dated,  that  remarkable  ciisis 
which  called  forth  the  superior  talents  find  cou- 
risge  of  Mahomet  Ali  Pacha,  the  present  Ruler  of 
Egypt  He  at  once  stood  forward  as  deliverer, 
boldly  laid  hold  of  the  helm  of  public  affiiirs, 
and  was  proclaimed  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  an  ele- 
vation which  was  confirmed  by  the  Porte.  He 
afterwards  gradually  restored  tranquillity  to  the 
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country ;  since  which  the  most  beneficial  efiects 
have  followed. 

Among  other  acts  of  liberalily  and  policy,  the 
Pacha  held  out  Egypt  as  open  to  die  reception 
of  natives  and  artisans  of  all  other  countries, 
under  every  religious  denomination,  where  they 
might  take  up  an  abode,  and  exercise  their 
professions.  Every  encouragement  was  likewise 
given  to  improvements  in  Agriculture.  The 
finances  of  the  State  were  put  into  proper  train, 
a  person  of  abilities  and  integrity  was  consti- 
tuted Minister;  and,  in  short,  improvements 
were  adopted  in  various  ways  throughout  the 
country. 

The  want  of  internal  navigation  in  Egypt  being 
severely  experienced,  particularly  in  I8I7,  when 
a  scarcity  having  prevailed  over  Europe,  vessels 
from  all  quarters  had  resorted  to  it  for  supplies, 
which  were  in  abundance,  a  bar,  or  bank 
of  sand,  had  been  thrown  up  near  Rosetta, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile ;  and,  during  tempes- 
tuous weather,  no  grain  could  be  transported  to 
the  ships  at  Alexandria.  Such  indeed  was 
the  pressure,  that  at  one  time  three  hundred 
sail  of  vessels  were  waiting  for  cargoes,  at  the 
same  moment,  some  of  which  incurred  heavy  de- 
murrage, others  sailed  half  loaded,  and  many 
returned  in  ballast.  Much  of  the  grain  also  re- 
ceived damage,  from  being  exposed  to  heavy 
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rains,  in  open  boats,  which  were  detained  some- 
times from  twenty  to  forty  days,  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  cross  the  bar. 

Various  expedients  were  adopted  to  remove 
these  embarrassments,  which  afforded,  however, 
only  temporary  relief.  The  advantages  of  a 
proper  navigable  Canal,  were  then  strongly 
pointed  out  to  the  Pacha,  whose  interests  had 
been  as  much  affected  as  those  of  the  merchants. 
Accordingly,  in  the  year  1818,  it  was  resolved, 
that  such  an  operation  should  be  gone  into  with 
expedition.  In  this  view^  the  labouring  dass  of 
Egyptians,  to  the  amount  of  S50,000,  were  put 
in  a  state  of  requisition,  and  received  a  month's 
pay  in  advance.  In  each  village  and  district,  the 
work  to  be  performed  was  marked  out,  and  the 
important  undertaking  happily  concluded.  This 
grand  Canal  extends  forty-eight  miles  in  length, 
is  ninety  feet  in  width,  and  about  twenty 
feet  in  depth,  and  was  formally  opened  with 
great  pomp,  to  the  joy  of  the  Pacha  and  the 
inhabitants,  on  the  7th  of  December,  in  the 
same  year. 

In  February,  1805,  Lord  Nelson  appeared  off 
Alexandria,  under  an  idea  that  the  French  fleet, 
which  escaped  from  Toulon,  had  directed  its 
course  to  Egypt  On  ascertaining,  however,  from 
Consul  Briggs,  it  was  not  in  those  seas,  that 
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Gallant  Admiral  turned  round,  and  with  the  most 
indefatigable  activity,  pursued  the  enemy  to  the 
West  Indies;  never  relaxing  his  vigorous  and 
gallant  efibrts  in  the  cause  of  his  country  for  one 
moment,  until  he  terminated  his  career,  in  the 
month  of  October  that  year,  at  the  memorable 
victory  of  Trafalgar. 

England,  by  its  alliance  with  Russia,  having 
become  a  party  in  the  war  that  took  place  be- 
tween Russia  and  the  Porte,  in  1806,  a  BritiA 
squadron  was  dispatched  in  the  spring  of  the  f<4- 
lowing  year,  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Darda- 
nelles ;  and  at  the  same  time,  British  troops  were 
ordered  from  Sicily,  to  occupy  Alexandria,  not 
only  in  the  view  of  forcing  the  Porte  to  accede 
to  proper  terms,  but  preventing  the  French  from 
acquiring  possession  of  Egypt.  During  this 
crisis  the  English  Consuls  considered  it  proper 
to  decline  the  means  afforded  them  by  a  British 
ship  of  war,  for  their  embarkation,  and  re- 
solved to  remain  firm  at  their  posts,  and  under  a 
conviction  they  would  still  be  respected,  as 
heretofore,  by  the  local  government  and  pecu- 
lation. 

The  disastrous  events  which  had  occurred  at 
Rosetta,  and  the  expedition  in  contemplation 
against  Portugal,  led  to  the  recal  of  the  British 
troops  from  Alexandria,  when  it  was  given  up 
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to  Mahomed  All,  in  September,  1807«  Had 
the  city  indeed  been  considered  any  longer  of 
moment,  it  might  have  been  secured  against 
any  force.  By  delivering  it  up,  however,  to  the 
Viceroy,  and  placing  it  under  the  same  govern- 
ment  as  the  other  parts  of  Egypt,  it  evidently 
strengthened  the  coimtry,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  when  subject  to  the  govermnent  of  Con- 
stantinople $  and  accomplished  one  object  of 
the  ei^pedition,  namely,  by  diminishing  the 
chance  of  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  and  keeping  our  Indian  possessions^ 
which  Buonaparte  had  long  coveted,  in  a 
state  of  security.  The  acquisition  of  the  port 
of  Alexandria  and  its  fortifications,  must 
be  held  as  invaluable  to  the  Viceroy,  as  they 
have  contributed  to  extend  his  resources^ 
and  consolidate  his  power  as  Grovenior  (^ 
Egypt. 

During  the  war  which  continued  between 
England  and  the  Porte,  the  British  Consuls  were 
withdrawn  from  Egypt,  and  the  ancient  prejudice 
was  revived,  of  shutting  out  from  the  use  of  the 
western  harbour  of  Alexandria  all  the  European 
shipping.  On  the  return  of  peace  in  1809, 
Mr.  Briggs  resumed  his  functions  as  Consul 
there,  and  strenuously  insisted  on  the  immediate 
and  free  exercise  of  this  important  right,  which 
had  been  originally  claimed  by,  and  given  up  to, 
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Sir  John  Stuart.  This  was  followed  by  a 
long  negotiation,  when  it  was  at  last  conceded 
by  the  Viceroy. 

This  right,  added  to  the  other,  with  respect 
to  the  Christians  riding  on  horseback,  are 
uninterruptedly  enjoyed  at  the  present  mo- 
ment; and  thus,  when  an  Englishman  treads 
the  soil  of  Egypt,  he  has  the  pride  of  reflecting, 
that  under  the  arms  of  Britain  and  the  exer- 
tions of  her  Natives,  he  is  indebted  for  those 
peculiar  advantages  in  that  remote  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

Having  considered  it  expedient  to  bring  these 
circumstances  into  view,  so  interesting  to  the 
EngUsh  nation,  and  honourable  to  her  Sons, 
I  shall  mention  some  of  the  leading  objects 
which  are  to  be  seen  in  Alexandria.  Before, 
however,  proceeding  to  this,  I  may  be  permitted 
just  to  advert  for  a  moment  to  the  **  arrow 
that  flieth  by  day;***  namely,  the  plague 
which  always  creates  so  much  alarm  to  the 
traveller. 

Opinions  have  been  entertained  that  the  disease 
in  Egypt  is  endemial,  but  it  is  a  singular  fact, 
that  although  some  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  British 
and  French  armies  were  infected  during  the  year 
1801,   yet  it  gradually  diminished  under  the 

♦  Psalin  xci.  5. 
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adoption  of  certain  judicious  regulations,  estab- 
lished by  a  Board  of  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
English,  tiU  it  ceased  in  the  year  1803 ;  from 
which  time,  during  a  period  of  ten  years,  the 
whole  country  was  exempted  from  this  pestilence. 
It  made  its  appearance  again  in  the  year  1813, 
when  it  was  imported  from  Constantinople,  where 
it  raged  the  whole  of  the  preceding  year;  and  from 
that  time  down  to  the  period  I  was  in  Egypt,  the 
country  had  (with  the  exception  of  the  Upper 
Provinces  and  mountainous  districts,  which  are 
rarely  visited  with  it),  been  regularly  during  spring 
afflicted.  In  general,  this  scourge  is  checked  by 
the  intense  heats  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August.  It  may  be  further  observed,  that 
among  the  anomalies  of  this  extraordinary  dis- 
ease, there  is  one  authenticated  fact,  viz.  that 
the  vessel  which  was  presumed  to  have  commu- 
nicated the  infection  from  Alexandria  to  Malta 
during  the  same  year,  was  not  only  navigated, 
on  her  return  to  that  port  by  a  fresh  crew 
without  losing  an  individual,  and  who  were 
discharged  in  good  health,  but  the  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  flax  and  leather,  (which  ai'e  highly 
contagious,)  was  landed  by  the  native  Arabs 
with  impunity. 

To  administer  relief,  so  far  as  human  means 
could  accomplish,  to  the  Eurq)ean  seamen  who 
might  be  infected  with  this  frightful  disease. 
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a  subscription  was  entered  into,  for  found- 
ing a  proper  Hospital  at  Alexandria  for  their 
reception,  and  a  small  sum  imposed  on  vessels 
and  cargoes,  to  promote  so  benevolent  an  object, 
f]x>m  which  great  benefits  have  arisen. 
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CHAP.  III. 

POMPBY's  mLAE-^-^PBaCRIPTION.  —  COORAOS  OB  A  BAITUH 
FBMALB  ASCENDING  TO  THB  TOP  OF  IT.— THB  TWO 
VAMOUS  OBBLISKS  CALLBD  CLBOPATRA's  NBBDLB8  — 
DBflCRIPTIOK.  ^  BIFORT8  OW  THB  BRITISH  ARMY  TO 
TRANSPORT  ON8  OV  THB8B:  TO  BtrOOLUlO*  — 8Ua8CBJDP*> 
TIONS9  IN  THIS  VIBW  MAOBy,  BUT  FOUND  INADBaUATB  TO 
THB  SUM  RBQUIRBD.  —  MAHOBCBD  ALl's  SHIP  OF  WAB« 
WHICH  ARRIVBD  IV  LONDON,  RBPAIRBD  BT  BNOLISH  OO- 
VBRNinNT.  —  RBTURNBTO  BOYPT  WITH  PRBSBNT8  FROM 
THB  PRXNCB  RBOBNT.  — THB  PACHA's  LIBERALITY  IN  PES- 
SBNTING  TO  THB  PRINCE  THB  OBELISK.  —  OFFICBR&  Dlfti- 
PATCHBD  TO  ALEXANDRIA,  TO  EXAMINE  AND  REPORT  ON 
MBA8URBS  TO  BE  ADOPTED  TO  REMOVE  IT.  — *  PHAROS.  — 
ALEXANDRIAN  LIBRARY.  —  KHALIS.  —  AVTHOR's  INTRO- 
DUCTION TO  MAHOMED  ALL  —  DESCRIPTION  OF  HIM,  AND 
CONVERSATION  ON  THE  OCCASION.— *  WAR  WITH  THB  SECT 
OF  WACHABBBS.  —  HIS  POWER  AND  RB80URCBS.  —  POPULA- 
RITY.-'-LAWS. 

I  SHAI.L  not  attempt  to  describe  the  remains  of 
former  days»  which  present  themselves  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Alexaodria  and  the  neighbourhood. 
I  visited  the  most  remarkable  objects  of  interest, 
and  where  the  walls  sun:ounding  the  city  may 
be  four  miles  in  circumference*  In  going  ahmg, 
^  Christian  cannot  fail  to  recollect  the^  (mU  of 
the  place  giving  birth  to  one,  who  stands 
recorded  in  the  inspired  volume,  in  having  been 
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as  greatly  distinguished  for  eloquence,  as  a  pro- 
found knowledge  of  Revelation.  * 

I  was  particularly  struck  with  the  famous 
column  of  Fompey,  situated  a  short  distance  to 
the-  south  of  the  walls :  it  is  about  ninety-eight 
feet  in  height,  of  red  granite,  with  a  Corinthian 
capital,  calculated,  in  the  whole,  to  amount  to 
about  400  tons,  and  beautifully  poised  As  great 
partof  the  stones  or  pedestal  on  which  it  is  erected* 
have  been  excavated  or  taken  away,  it  is  astonish- 
ing this  noble  object  of  antiquity  has  not  long  ago 
bowed  to  the  ground.  I  was  greatly  surprised  at 
being  told,  that  notwithstanding  its  altitude,  an 

Irishheroine,  MissT ,  had  the  courage  to  climb 

to  the  top  of  it;  an  act  which  was  accomplished 
by  a  rope  thrown  round  it  by  means  of  a  Kite. 

The  two  Obelisks,  under  the  denomination  of 
the  Needles  of  Cleopatra,  were  the  next  attract- 
ing relics.  Each  of  these  colossal  objects,  which 
have  been  celebrated  for  ages,  and  excited  just 
admiration  for  exquisite  workmanship  and  anti- 
quity, are  formed  of  one  solid  block  of  red 
granite,  which  were  originally  conveyed  from 
the  quarries  in  Upper  Egypt  near  the  cataracts, 
and  are  situated  close  to  the  sea  shore.  One  of 
these  stands  perpendicular,  and  the  other  lies  in 
an  horizontal  position  on  its  pedestal.     Each 

*  **  A  certain  Jew  named  Apollo8>  bom  at  AlexandriOf 
an  eloquent  man  and  mighty  in  the  Scriptures^  came  to 
Ephesus."  —  Acts,  xviii.  24. 
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may  be  about  70  feet  in  height,  from  180  to  190 
tons  in  weight,  upwards  of  seven  feet  square  at 
the  base,  and  the  four  sides  of  both  are  richly 
adorned  with  hieroglyphics,  sculptured  upwards, 
of  one  inch  in  depth.  The  pedestals  are  formed 
also  of  the  same  granite,  each  of  them  about  nine 
feet  square,  and  seven  in  height.  These  Needles 
have  been  considered  part  of  the  proud  and  loily 
monuments  which  had  ornamented  the  entrance  to 
the  Palace  of  Cleopatra;  and  it  appears,  indeed,  to 
have  been  a  very  ancient  practice  to  set  up  such 
kinds  of  Obelisks  before  Edifices  of  splendor.  * 

On  the  termination  of  hostilities  in  Egypt  in 
the  year  1801,  several  officers  of  rank  proposed 
to  convey  the  Obelisk,  which  lay  horizontally, 
to  England,  in  order  to  be  exhibited  in  some 
proper  situation,  as  a  monument  of  British 
achievements,  and  which  had,  evidently,  at  one 
time,  entered  into  the  contemplation  of  Buona- 
parte to  remove  to  France,  t     Lord  Cavan,  Ad- 

*  <'  And  also  he  made  before  the  house  two  pillars  of 
thirty  and  five  cubits  height."  —  2  Chron.  iii.  15. 

*'  And  he  made  a  porch  of  pillars^  the  length  thereof  was 
fifty  cubits,  and  the  breadth  thereof  thirty  cubits,  and  the 
other  pillars  were  before  them."  — *  1  Kings,  vii.  6. 

f  "  They  might  be  conveyed  to  France  loithota  difficuby^ 
and  would  there  become  a  Trophy  of  Conquest^  and  a  very 
characteristic  one,  as  they  are  in  themselves  an  ornament, 
and  as  the  hieroglyphics  with  which  they  are  covered  ren- 
der them  preferable  to  Pompey*s  Pillar,  which  is  merely  a 
column,  somewhat  larger  indeed  than  is  any  where  to  be 
found."  —  Denon*s  Travels. 
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miral  Donally,  and  others,  who  were  so  fully  com- 
petent to  decide  on  its  importance  to  England, 
examined  it  with  attention,  and  subscriptions 
were  set  on  foot  among  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
mvy  serving  in  Egypt,  to  raise  a  sum  to  transport 
itto  London.  This,  however,  being  found  inade- 
quate Redesign  wasabandonedatthetime,  though 
it  was  resolved  that  some  memento  should  be  left 
on  the  spoL  Accordingly  there  was  engraven, 
on  a  Tablet  of  white  marble,  an  inscription  ex- 
planatory of  that  valour  and  intrepidity  which  was 
so  eminently  displayed  by  the  British  arms,  and 
placed  under  the  pedestal.*     All  travellers  have 

*  In  the  year  of  the  Christian  era 

1798 

The  Republic  of  France 

Landed  on  the  shores  of  Egypt  an  army  of  40,000  men, 

Commanded  by  their  most  able  and  successful  general 

Buonaparte. 

The  conduct  of  the  General,  and  the  valour  of  the  troops, 

Effected  the  entire  subjection  of  that  country ; 

But  under  Divine  Providence  it  was  reserved  for  the 

British  Nation 

To  annihilate  their  ambitious  designs. 

Hieir  fleet  was  attacked,  defeated,  and  destroyed, 

In  Aboukir  Bay, 

By  a  British  fleet  of  equal  force, 

Commanded  by  Admiral  Lord  Nelson : 

Hieir  intended  conquest  of  Syria 

Was  counteracted  at  Acre 

By  a  most  gallant  resistance. 

Under  Commodore  Sir  Sidney  Smith ; 

And  Egypt  was  rescued  from  their  dominion 

By  a  British  army  inferior  in  numbers,  but 
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deplored  that  this  invaluable  piece  of  antiquity 
had  not,  by  every  expedient,  been  brought  to 
England*  The  idea  of  removing  it,  however, 
at  some  future  period,  was  not  lost  sight  of  by 
Mr.  Briggs.  * 

In  the  year  1810,  the  Ship  oF  war^  4fi^^  1>^ 
longing  to  the  Pacha,  having  occasion  to  pro- 
ceed to  England,  Government,  no  doubt,  cal- 
culating on  the  beneficial  effects  which  might 
arise  to  Britain  in  a  commercial  and  political 
point  of  view,  by  securing  the  friendship  of 
the  Pacha,  saw  the  expediency  of  making  some 


Commanded  by  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby, 

Who  landed  at  Aboukir  on  the  8th  of  March,  1801, 

Defeated  the  FVench  on  several  occasions. 

Particularly  in  a  most  decisive  action  near  Alexandria^ 

On  the  2l8t  of  that  month 

When  they  were  driven  from  the  field, 

And  forced  to  shelter  themselves 

In  their  Garrisons  at  Cairo  and  Alexandria, 

Which  places  subsequently  surrendered 

By  Capitulation^ 

To  record  to  future  ages  these  events, 

And  to  commemorate  the  loss  sustained 

By  the  death  of 

iStr  Ralph  Ahercrombyy 

Who  was  mortally  wounded 

On.  that  memorable  day, 

■  *     .  Is  the  design  of  this  inscriptioni 

Which  was  deposited  here,  in  the  year  of  Christ  1803, 

By  the  British  Army,  on  their  evacuating  this  country, 

And  restoring  it  to  the  Turkish  empire. 
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repairs  on  this  vessel.  In  donsequenoe  of  this 
she  was  admitted  into  the  iloyal  dock  at  Wool- 
ivich,  coppered,  rigged,  ornamented,  and  fitted 
like  a  British  man-of-war;  and  returned  to  Alex- 
andria with  presents  from  the  Prince  Regent  to 
his  Highness.  These  acts  of  liberality  were  never 
forgotten,  but,  on  the  contrary,  made  a  proper 
impression  on  the  mind  of  the  Viceroy,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  fiiendly  understanding  be- 
tween the  Governments  of  the  two  countries. 
On  the  application  of  the  English  administration, 
he  agreed  to  supply  horses  from  Egypt  to  mount 
a  regiment  of  British  dragoons  engaged  in  the 
Spanish  campaign;  and  notwithstanding  the 
general  prohibitions  of  the  Ottoman  Govern- 
ment to  export  grain,  yet  he  afforded  supplies 
of  com  to  the  island  of  Malta,  and  our  forces  in 
the  Mediterranean. 

Still  entertaining  an  idea  that  he  had  not,  by 
these  means,  extiii^guished  his  obligations,  he  con- 
sulted Mr.  Briggs  as  to  what  further  compens- 
ation should  be  made  by  him  for  the  mark  of 
attention  on  the  part  of  Government,  when  that 
gentleman  submitted  the  propriety  of  offering  hi* 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Obelisk, 
called  the  Needle  of  Cleopatra ;  as  to  which  seve- 
ral personal  conferences  iiad  taken  place  with  the 
Pacha  and  Mr.  Briggs,  and  a  correspondence 
between  the  latter  and  the  Egyptian  Minister* 
19 
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Aceordingly,  on  Mr.  Bn^ggs  returning  to  t^is 
eoucrtry  in  the  early  part  of  ISSO,  he  received  a 
l^t<^  from  liie  Minister,  authorising  him  to  oQer 
such  reUc  to  the  Prince  Regent,  <<  as  a  piark  of 
gratitude  .flA4  .esteem  for  the  favours  received,'' 
«nd  the  Needle  was  from  that  moment  at  the 
4iipo9al  of  the  Britkh  Gov(^mment. 

Qliithi^,  a  communication  was  made  to  Govern- 
ment, wJhien  ;his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased 
to  acqept  pf  the  offer,  and  orders  given  to  report 
on  the  proper  means  to  be  adopted  to  convey  it 
to  England*  Officers  of  ability  were  despatched 
to  Alexandria,  who  surveyed  it,  and  considered 
cif  the  necessary  operations  to  convey  it  to 
JSngland.  A  report,  it  is  understood,  has  been 
drawn  up  as  to  the  prac^cability  of  its  removal. 
It  has  been  said,  that  it  will  be  previously  neces- 
f^ry  to  build  a  Pier  where  it  lies,  to  embark  it ; 
4he  expence  of  which,  the  Padia  himself  has 
genejTously  offered  to  defray. 

Since  it,  therefore,  now  remains  with  Go- 
tpemment  to  decide,  if  the  measures  suggested 
are  to  be  followed  up  to  transport  this  reUc  of 
antiquity  to  the  British  Capital,  let  me  express  a 
wish  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  carrying  it  into 
^icecution.  But  \£,  contrary  to  expectation,  this 
19  declined,  on  the  ground  of  expence,  there  can- 
not be  a  doubt  that  spirited  individuals  will  be 
found  in   Britain,  and  especially  among   that 
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Army  and  Navy  which  fought  in  £gypt,  and 
wrested  from  the  enemy  the  standard  denomi^ 
nated  Invincible*,  who,  highly  appreciating 
such  an  object,  will  at  once  contribute  any  sum 
necessary  to  transport  it  to  Albion,  and  which,  I 
should  conceive,  cannot  be  more  than  from  10  to 
12,000/.  sterling.  Finally,  should  this  enormous 
Obelisk  be  landed  in  England,  and  set  up  in  some 
commanding  elevation,  it  wiU  form  a  truly  noble 
and  striking  object,  which  probably  wiU  not  be 
exceeded  by  any  of  those  monuments  or  columns 
which  have  been  erected  either  in  the  Romany 
Parisian,  or  British  Capitals,  or,  in  truth,  on  any 
other  spot  in  the  whole  globe.  It  will,  further, 
be  most  eminently  calculated  to  keep  alive  and 
hand  down  to  future  ages  that  ever  memorable 
contest,  which  had  taken  place  in  the  <<  land  of 
Egypt,"  between  our  brave  Soldiers  and  Sailors^ 
with  the  forces  of  that  extraordinary  man  who 
was  the  Tyrant  of  the  world  and  destroyer  of  the 
peace  of  mankind. 

The  ruins  of  the  celebrated  Pharos,  of  which 
the  lower  part  is  said  to  be  100  feet  in  length, 
also  arrests  the  attention  of  a  traveller.  This 
had  been  with  justice  considered  one  of  the 
seven  wonders  of  the  world,  not  only  on  account 
of  its  grandeur,  but  utility,  and  dedicated  **  to 
the  Gods  protectors  of  the  safeguard  of  sailors*'* 

♦  March  21.  180K 
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On  the  top  of  it,  a  vast  mirror  of  polished  metaly 
was  so  disposed  as  to  present  the  image  of  distant 
vessels  before  they  became  visible  to  the  naked 
eye,  and,  during  night,  the  same  plate,  illuminated 
by  many  lamps,  served  to  direct  their  course. 

Here  I  may  be  allowed  to  remark,  that 
the  pc^shed  reflector  used  at  the  Pharos  of 
Alexandria,  appears  to  have  been  in  some  res- 
pects a  sort  of  telescope.  I  am  not  aware,  how- 
ever, of  any  accurate  account  existing  of  the 
Telescopes  which  were  in  use  among  the  an- 
tients,  though  that  such  instruments  were  known 
and  employed  for  astronomical  purposes,  cannot 
be  doubted;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
might  have  been  to  these  kind  of  telescopes, 
whatever  may  have  been  their  construction,  that 
Saint  Paul  alludes*,  in  treating  of  the  doctrine 
of  faith,  and  not  to  Looking-glasses  or  Mirrors, 
as  some  have  been  led  to  suppose.  Of  this  cele- 
brated one,  little  is  now  discoverable.  The 
basis  has  perhaps  served  for  the  nucleus  of  the 
castle  at  the  entrance  of  the  new  Port,  as  there 
are  several  columns  and  shafts  of  marble  visible 
in  the  sea  near  the  walls,  which,  it  may  be  rea- 
sonably conjectured,  belonged  at  one  time  to 
that  superb  structure. 

Alexandria  has  been  the  scene  of  many  inter- 
esting events  connected  with  the  history  of  our 

*  «  For  now  we  Bee  thro*  sl  glass  durkly:'  1  Cor.  xui.  12. 
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38  ALBXAKORIA* 

holy  religion.  It  was  from  the  royal  Ptolemelaii 
fibrary  here,  that  the  ftmous  translation  of  the 
Bible,  called  the  Septui^int,  was  executed }  and 
in  the  libraries  of  the  Alexandrian  schools,  floa^ 
rished  many  of  those  eminent  Divines  who  ste 
considered  as  Fathers  of  the  church.  This  Hbrary 
was,  indeed,  famous  for  many  ages,  and  not  more 
remarkable  on  account  of  the  vast  number  of 
books  which  it  contained,  than  the  circumstances 
in  which  it  was,  at  different  periods,  destroyed. 

The  first  collection  wasformed  by  the  Ptolemies, 
the  ancestors  of  the  renowned  Cleopatra,  and 
destroyed  during  the  siege  of  the  city,  in  what 
was  pompously  denominated  the  Alexandrian 
war  of  Julius  Csesar.  The  second  was  made  by 
that  Royal  personage  herself,  assisted  by  Mark 
Antony,  who  contributed  200,000  volumes,  pil- 
laged from  the  libraries  of  the  Eastern  provinces. 
This  was  undoubtedly  the  most  magnificent  of 
all  the  libraries  of  antiquity.  It  was  established 
in  the  temple  of  Serapis,  in  spacious  chambers^ 
adorned  with  beautiful  statues,  and  the  most  ex- 
quisite productions  of  art ;  the  offerings  which 
the  Egyptians  had  presented  to  the  idol.  This 
was  destroyed  in  the  year  3899  when  idolatry 
was  abolished  in  the  city  by  the  zeal  of  Theo- 
philus,  bishop  of  Alexandria.  The  accoimt  of 
what  had  taken  place  on  that  occasion,  as  illustra- 
tive  of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  influence 
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^hich  idolatry  still  bad  on  tiie  minds  of  the 
Chnstiansa;  merita  a  recital  here. 

This  pioud  individual  had  long  viewed,  with 
grief,  that  many  of  the  baptized  still  venerated 
die  Pagan  rites  which  were  paid  to  Serapis^  at 
the  periodical  inimdations  of  the  Nile  j  and  having 
procured  authority  &om  the  Emperor  at  Con- 
stantinople, he  determined  to  put  an  end  to  this 
abommation.  When  he  promulgated  this  war* 
rant,  the  true  Christians  flew  to  arms,  but  the 
Pagans  fled  to  the  temple,  resolved  to  defend 
their  idol  and  altars  to  the  uttermost.  A  dread- 
fid  conflict  ensued.  The  brazen  gates,  which 
led  to  the  courts  of  the  Temple,  were  ibrced  open» 
the  accumulated  treasures  of  ages  plundered^ 
libraries  scattered  as  the  records  of  folly,  and  the 
whole  external  and  surrounding  edifices  totally 
dilapidated.  The  votaries  of  Serapis,  who  during 
thetumult  hadretreated  to  the  Temple,  imploring 
the  aid  of  their  dumb  idol,  still  resolved  not  to 
surrender ;  and  they  were  accordingly  attacked 
in  their  strong  hold. 

This  Temple  was  constructed  of  massy  ma- 
terials, the  doors  of  which,  being  of  soUd  brass^ 
resisted  the  impetuosity  of  the  zealous  Christians; 
but  they  were  ultimately  burst  open,  and  the 
colossal  statue  of  Serapis  exposed  to  view. 
This  was  esteemed  a  sovereign  piece  of  art,  and 
the  magnitude  of  the  object^  with  the  magnificent 
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Style  of  the  workmanship  of  its  countenaiic^ 
excited  a  great  sensation  in  the  assailants,  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  hold  the  statue  in  such 
high  religious  veneration ;  and  a  belief  was  still 
entertained  by  many  among  them,  that,  should 
any  impious  hand  dare  to  attack  the  God,  he 
would,  with  his  sceptre,  instantly  smite  the  globe 
of  the  earth  to  pieces. 

•  This  superstition,  with  the  grandeur  of  the 
4itatue  itself,  and  that  awful  obscurity  in  which 
it  was  enveloped  within  the  spacious  edifice,  had 
for  some  time  the  effect  of  restraining  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  multitude.  At  last,  a  soldier 
attempted  to  enter  the  sanctuary,  brandishing 
his  battle-axe.  The  assailants,  astonished  at  his 
intrepidity,  gazed  upon  him  in  silent  wonder, 
while  the  terrific-struck  pagans,  in  all  the  recesses 
of  the  building,  crouched,  trembling  with  terror. 
The  soldier,  however,  appeared  to  be  undaunted, 
and  struck  the  idol  with  his  weapon ;  the  blow 
started  the  plate  of  metal  which  formed  part  of 
the  external  coating  from  the  wood  to  which  it 
was  fastened,  and  it  fell  to  the  pavement  with  a 
clang  that  resounded  throughout  the  temple. 
The  Christians  shouted,  the  Pagans  stood  aghast, 
and,  almost  incredulous  to  the  evidence  of  their 
own  sight ;  the  triumphant  soldier  repeated  his 
blows,  and  soon  found  companions  to  co-operate 
with  him  in  the  work;  and  in  the  course  of  a 
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short  time,  the  huge  idol  was  withdrawn.  The 
metal  covering  was  torn  from  the  frame  of 
timber  of  which  it  was  constructed,  the  limbs 
and  members  dragged  through  the  streets,  and 
ultimately  demolished  in  flames  of  fire  in  the 
Circus. 

But  although  the  great  Alexandrian  collec- 
tion of  literature  was  much  injured  and  dispersed 
on  this  interesting  occasion;  yet  it  was  not  until 
the  year  6S9,  when  the  city  was  taken,  in  the 
time  of  Caliph  Omer,  that  its  destruction  was 
completed.  In  the  palace  of  the  Governor,  the 
relics  of  the  antient  library  had  been  again 
arranged,  and  a  vast  number  of  controversial 
writings  added  to  the  collection.  Some  of  the 
learned  theologians  who  resided  at  that  time  in 
Alexandria,  implored  the  conqueror  to  pre- 
serve the  library  for  the  use  of  the  students,  a 
request  which  was  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Caliph.  **  If  these  books,''  said 
Omer,  in  his  answer,  **  agree  with  the  book  of 
God,  (the  Koran,)  they  are  useless,  and  need 
not  be  preserved ;  if  they  disagree,  they  are  per- 
nicious,  and  ought  to  be  destroyed."  TTiey 
were  destroyed  accordingly,  and  many  are  of 
opinion,  that  a  great  mass  of  human  presumption 
was  happily  consigned  to  oblivion.  The  historian, 
however,  with  the  classical  scholar,  and  student 
of  sacred  literature,  must  deplore  the  event  as  a 
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lo6s  which  is  irreparablei.  Since  that  period, 
Alexandria^  which  had  formerly  been  held  as 
the  very  fountain  of  knowledge,  has  become 
the  seat  and  receptacle  of  ignorance,  just  as  gross 
as  the  idolatry  of  the  worshippers  of  SerajHS,  and 
equally  dark,  with  respect  to  religion,  as  if  the 
lamp  of  Revelation  had  never  shed  its  radiance 
to  disperse  the  clouds  of  Egyptian  mysteries. 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  December,  Mahomet 
All,  the  present  Pasha  or  Governor  of  Egypt,  the 
Regenerator,  as  he  is  called  by  many,  having 
finished  a  war,  in  which  he  had  been  long  en- 
gaged with  the  Wachabees,  in  the  course  of 
making  a  tour  through  his  possessions,  arrived  at 
Alexandria,  previous  to  which  great  preparations 
had  been  made,  and  especially  by  several  of  the 
Europeans  residing  there,  to  celebrate  his  visit, 
by  a  splendid  illumination. 

It  may  be  here  remarked,  that  the  Egyptians 
have  been  always  celebrated  for  their  ingenuity 
and  splendour  in  such  exhibitions ;  and  I  un- 
derstand, that  illumiuations  are  still  very  common 
at  all  their  festivals ;  in  fact  it  appears  to  be  held, 
that  there  is  no  proper  rejoicing  among  them 
of  any  consideration,  which  is  unaccompanied 
with  a  display  of  light.  For  this  purpose  they 
make  use  of  earthen  lamps,  which  are  put  into 
deep  glass  vessels,  and  in  such  a  manner  that 
the  glass  is  at  least  two-thirds  higher  than  the 
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kmp^  in  otdet  t&  jwevetit  it  from  being  extia^ 
guished  by  the  wincL  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
beauty  of  some  erf*  theit  devices^  by  representing^ 
in  the  ingenious  distribution  of  their  lamps, 
palaces,  towers^  and  other  objects* 

A  traveller  describes  the  illuminations  at 
Grand  Cairo,  the  Capital  of  Egypt,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Khalis  to  receive  the  annual  over- 
flow of  the  NUe,  with  great  vividness.  "  The 
same  evening  we  took  a  boat,  and  went  to  old 
Cairo,  and  as  soon  as  we  came  near  it  we  began 
to  see  on  all  hands  on  shore,  and  upon  the 
waters,  large  figures  made  of  lamps,  placed  in 
order,  such  as  crosses,  mosques,  stars,  trees> 
in  an  infinite  number  from  one  end  of  the 
city  to  the  other.  There  are  two  statues  of  fire^ 
representing  a  man  and  womad,  which  at  the 
further  distance  they  were  seen,  the  more  lovely 
they  appeared.  These  %ures  were  two  square 
machines  ^  wood,  two  yards  high,  each  in  a 
boat :  they  were  filled  with  lamps  from  top  to 
bottom,  and  supposed  to  contain  in  each  above 
two  thousand  lamps,  and  so  disposed,  that  on  all 
sides  you  saw  a  man  and  a  woman  of  fire !  Be- 
sides, all  the  acabas  or  b^rks  of  the  Pacha  and 
Beys,  are  also  full  of  lamps ;  and  their  music  of 
trumpets,  flutes,  and  kettle-drums,  continually 
playing,  is  mingled  with  the  noise  of  crackers, 
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squibs,  and  all  variety  of  fire-arms  and  ordnance. 
This  solemnity  continues  for  three  nights." 

The  opening  of  the  Khalis,  at  all  times,  has 
been  considered  as  famous,  even  among  the 
antient  Egyptians ;  and  commentators  have  been 
led  to  suppose,  that  it  was  to  the  splendor  of 
illuminations  on  the  Nile  that  the  son  of  Sirach 
refers  *  ;  the  name  Geon,  being  after  applied  to 
the  Nile,  in  allusive  comparison  with  the  Gihon, 
or  river  of  Paradise  mentioned  in  Scripture.t 
In  the  time  of  Menocheus,  it  was  called  Gayon^ 
by  the  Abyssinians ;  and  he  says,  that,  in  the 
year  1322,  when  Simon  Simeonis,  a  devout  Irish 
pilgrim,  visited  the  Holy  Land,  it  was  known  by 
a  name  very  similar;  and  that  Josephus,  the 
historian,  supposed,  that  the  Gion  of  Paradise 
was  no  other  than  the  river  of  Egypt.  The 
difierence  of  the  orthography,  appears  to  afford 
no  objection,  since  the  sounds  of  Geon  and 
Gihon,  are  almost  exactly  similar ;  and,  therefore^ 
I  am  inclined  to  coincide  with  those,  who  sup- 
pose, that  the  son  of  Sirach,  in  describing  the 
glory  of  the  doctrine  of  knowledge,  compared 

*  '<  Grod  maketh  the  doctrine  o£  knowledge  appear  as 
the  light,  and  as  Geon  in  the  time  of  vintage.*'  Eccle- 
siasticus,  xxiv.  27. 

f  "  And  the  name  of  the  second  river,  is  Gihon ;  the 
same  is  it  that  encompasseth  the  whole  land  of  Ethiopia.** 
Gei^.ii.  13. 
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it  with  the  grand  periodical  illumination  of  the 
Egyptians;  and  what  affords  stronger  con- 
firmation is,  that  the  similitude  was  exceedingly 
likely  to  occur  to  the  imagination  of  the  son  of 
Sirach  in  searching  after  a  splendid  image; 
since  it  will  be  kept  in  view,  that  he  was  an 
Egyptian  Jew;  and  it  is  supposed,  that  the 
book  of  Ecdesiasticus,  if  not  composed,  did 
receive,  at  least,  the  finishing  hand  in  Egypt. 

I  hadnot  sufficient  time  to  remain  at  Alexandria 
and  witness  the  illuminations,  on  occasion  of  the 
visit  which  hadbeen  made  to  tlieCityby  the  Pacha; 
but  I  paid  my  respects  to  Mahomed  Ali,  in  the 
suite  of  Mr.  Lee,  the  present  British  Consul;  and 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude 
for  all  that  politeness  and  hospitality  which  I 
experienced  from  a  gentleman,  to  whom  English 
traveUers  are  under  such  marked  obligations. 

On  this  occasion,  the  Consuls  of  the  different 
nations  established  at  Alexandria  were  received 
by  the  Governor.  The  place  in  which  the  Pacha 
gave  us  an  audience  was  not  in  the  Palace; 
and  the  reason  assigned  was,  that  his  "wwes 
were  there ;  but  in  a  rude  building  at  a  short 
distance  from  it,  and  humble  enough  for  the 
Ruler  of  such  a  kingdom.  It  resembled  ^Granary ^ 
and  the  walls  of  the  apartment  were  surrounded 
with  low,  coarse,  wooden  benches,  not  unlike  a 
taylor*s  shop-board.      A  band  of  music»   the 
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sound  of  whidi  was  grating  to  the  Mr* 
on  our  entering;  and  a  numerous  retinue  of 
Turkish  and  Arabian  slaves  were  p^resent,  who 
were  arranged  before  the  Govenor  in  a  semi-cir- 
cidar  form. 

His  Highness  ^honoured  us  with  a  seat  next  to 
liimself.  He  sat  cross-legged  in  a  comer  upon  a 
Persian  carpet  resembling  an  English  hearth-rug, 
and  smoking  from  a  Turkish  pipe  nearly  seven 
feet  in  length,  the  mouth-piece  of  which  was 
superbly  mounted  with  diamonds ;  and  behind 
him  stood  a  slave,  fanning  off  the  flies,  which 
annoyed  him  exceedingly.  On  this  occasion  by 
means  of  his  interpreter,  who  understood  the 
Italian  language,  he  entered  into  a  long  conversa- 
tion, making  many  judicious  enquiries  respecting 
<jrreat  Britain ;  particularly  the  extent. of  popu- 
lation, resources,  and  the  strength  of  her  Army 
and  Navy.  The  attachment  of  Mahomed  Ali  to 
^e  English  nation  is  universally  known,  of 
whi(ih  there  could  not  be  conveyed  a  stronger 
proof,  than  when  he  enquired  of  Mr.  Lee,  for 
Mr.  Salt,  our  Consul  at  Grand  Cairo,  whojhi^d 
proceeded  to  Upper  Egyptpin  search  erf. an- 
tiquities. He  desired  Mr.  Lee,  when  he  bftd 
occasion  to  write  to  that  gentiemao,  to  mention, 
<<  he  was  welcome  to  send  the  Prince  .Regent  of 
England  all  the  curiosities  in  Upper  jE^gypt  he 
could  collect;  providedhe  only  left  a  few  for  him- 
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self  to  look  at  by  way  of  amusement'^  As  a  fiuther 
proof  of  his  liberalityy  the  Pacha,  in  the  year 
1818,  transmitted  to  Sir  Sidney  Smith  a  valuable 
gold  plate,  which  had  been  discovered  by  one  of 
his  workmen  among  the  ruins  of  the  city  of 
Canopus,  with  an  inscription  by  one  of  the  Pto- 
lemies, to  commemorate  the  dedication  of  a 
temple  to  Osiris. 

In  the  course  of  this  interview,  he  alluded  to 
other  topics,  such  as  the  Russian  force ;  Bona^ 
parte's  activity,  and  his  army ;  and,  in  reference 
to  the  Embassy  of  Lord  Amherst  to  China,  took 
occasion  to  ridicule  the  idea  of  his  Lordship  re- 
fusing to  conform  to  the  customs  of  the  country, 
to  accomplish  those  objects  he  had  in  view.  He 
shifted,  in  a  moment,  his  conversation,  to  that  of 
ccmimerce,  and  thcipric^^  of  grain,  &c« ;  of  which, 
indeed,  he  appeared  to  have  as  competent  a  know- 
ledge, from  being  himself  a  merchant,  as  any  pne 
in  Mark4ane.  In  short,  every  sentiment  which 
this  man  uttered,  proved  him  to  be  possessed  of 
a  mind  wonderfully  acute  and  discerning ;  and  it 
was  justly  observed  by  some  of  our  party,  when 
he  put  the  questions,  that  they  were  so  important 
and  difficult  to  answer  at  the  moment,  that  it  would 
have  been  requisite,  we  should  have  been  fur. 
ni^ed  with  a  list  of  them,  some  dir^s  previous  to 
the  interview,  in  order  to  consider  the  proper 
replies  they  called  for. 

At  this  time,   I  was   much   struck,  at  that 
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awe  and  fixed  attention^  with  which  he  was 
served  by  his  Officers  and  Slaves ;  particularly^ 
in  the  act  of  handing  any  thing  to  him,  when 
they  appeared  under  a  degree  of  agitation,  in  case 
any  accident  should  occur,  or  that  they  did  not 
perform  every  part  of  duty  agreeable  to  his 
pleasure.  They  watched  steadily,  and  with  a 
most  profound  reverence,  each  word  as  it  dropped 
from  his  lips,  every  turn  of  his  eye,  and  motion 
of  his  body ;  and  evinced  a  more  profound  sen- 
timent of  respect  towards  him,  than  I  had  ever 
seen  shewn  to  any  personage  of  rank,  either  in  or 
out  of  a  Royal  Court ;  nay  the  Pope  of  Rome 
himself.  After  being  presented  with  cofiee  and 
pipes*,  &c.,  in  the  Oriental  mode,  we  departed 
under  a  performance  of  music ;  when  his  High- 
ness laid  his  right  hand  across  his  left  breast,  and 
gently  inclined  his  head. 

Mahomed  Ali  is  above  fifty  years  of  age,  and, 
as  I  formerly  observed,  owes  his  elevation  to 
courage  combined  with  talent;  his  intrepidity 
was  remarkably  conspicuous  in  the  attack  of 
Rahmaineh  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  in  con- 
junction with  a  British  army.  He  however  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  further  advanced  in  years, 
which  probably  might  have  arisen  ftoih  those 
fatigues  inseparable  from  a  life  of  activity,  and 

*  It  is  understood  to  be  a  proverb,  in  Persia,  that  coffee^ 
witbout  tobaccOf  may  be  compared  to  meat  without  tali* 
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the  Operations  of  war,  yet  "  though  old,  he  still 
retained  his  manly  sense  and  energy  of  mind." 
The  eye  of  Mahomet,  that  great  criterion  of  the 
mind,  was  peculiarly  piercing,  and  keen  as  that 
of  a  hawk.  When  he  listened,  he  appeared  to 
treasure  up  all  responses  which  had^been  made 
by  persons  to  the  several  questions  he  had  put 
to  them.  Notwithstanding  he  is  a  stem  admi* 
nistrator  of  justice,  yet  considered  to  be  natur- 
ally humane,  and  though  tributary  to  the  Porte, 
perfectly  independent,  and  no  Pacha  is  perhaps 
in  existence,  of  whose  power  and  popularity, 
the  Grand  Signior  entertains*  a  greater  degree 
of  jealousy.  His  knowledge  of  trade  in  every 
point  of  view,  is  spoken  of  as  most  remarkable. 

It  merits  notice  here,  that  the  Pacha,  in 
thanking  those  persons,  who  had  been  at  great 
expence  in  illuminating  the  town  on  occasion  of 
his  visit,  and  erecting  a  superb  temple  and 
throne  in  the  Grand  Square,  where  he  went  in 
state  to  view  the  whole,  said  to  Mr.  Lee,  who 
sat  near  him  at  the  time,  which  he  afterwards 
wrote  to  me,  **  I  knew  the  attachment  the 
Franks  had  to  my  person;  but  never  till  this 
moment  did  I  believe  it  was  to  the  extent  that 
this  demonstrates ;''  and,  in  the  true  language 
of  the  merchant,  added,  <<  I  would  rather  have 
ehjoyed  this  pleasure,  than  gained  25,000  piastres 
by  a  bargain  in  grain !" 
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This  Pacha  rendered  most  essential  services 
to  the  Ottoman  government  and  Mahomedans 
in  general,  by  re-capturing,  after  a  vigoroue 
warfare  of  eight  years,  in  person,  the  cities  oi 
Mecca  and  Medina,  which  had  been  tak^i  by 
the  Wacchabees,  a  sect  who  set  at  defiance  the 
Turkish  power  for  half  a  century,  and  whom  he 
extirpated:  their  chiei^  he  captured,  to  whom 
every  act  of  humanity  was  shewn ;  he  passed 
through  Alexandria  a  short  time  before  my  ar- 
rival, on  his  way  to  Constantinople,  where  he  had 
been  sent  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Grand  Signior 
thought  proper.  Although  during  the  absence  of 
the  Pacha  the  Kiaja  Bey  or  Minister,  who  acted, 
might  have  brought  about  a  revolution,  and  set 
himsdf  up  in  that  character,  yet  so  much  confi- 
dence had  been  reposed  in  Mahomed  Ali,  that  an 
act  of  this  nature  was  never  thought  of,  and  the  - 
whole  of  Egypt  was  perfectly  tranquil  during 
the  period  he  was  drawn  from  it  in  consequence 
of  these  hostilities. 

In  every  quarter  of  Egypt,  travellers  may  now 
]NX>ceed  and  prosecute  their  enquiries  with  equal 
safety  as  in  the  most  civilized  countries,  to  whom 
every  protection  is  afforded  and  respect  paid* 
To  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people,  aadthe 
prosperity  of  these  vast  dominions,  has  been  the 
grand  object  of  Mahomed  Ali;  and  thus  Egypt^ 
formerly  a  country  where  disorder  and  confusipQ 
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trngneAf  now  insures  persomd  ntSdtf.  The  travd^ 
ter  is^  not  under  any  appreheniioa  of  danger,  the 
CHiristian  not  insulted  or  trampled  upon ;  and 
it  is  now  more  flourishing  than  any  oihev  in  the 
Levant,  where  contentm^it  is  to  be  fi^und,  abuses 
removed,  and  a  liberal  and  most  enlightened  ad- 
ministration has  been  established. 

It  may  be  further  added,  that  Mahomed  Ali 
has  two  sons,  one  named  Ibrahim  Pacha  who 
completed  the  subjugation  of  the  Wacchabees, 
and  who  is  understood  to  have  imbibed  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  father.  The  other,  Ismail  Pacha,  is 
now  engaged  in  penetrating  with  an  expedition 
into  the  interior  of  Africa,  who  to  this  date  has 
laid  the  country,  to  Senaar,  at  his  feet,  and 
detached  troops  up  the  Nile  to  examine  some  of 
the  great  rivers,  which  promises  to  afford  facility 
to  religious  missions,  and  unfold  objects  of  the 
highest  interest. 

In  conclusion,  having  said  so  much  respecting 
the  present  Pacha  of  Egypt,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  express  a  hope,  that,  his  growing  powers,  great 
resources,  and  increasing  popularity,  added  to 
those  benevolent  and  patriotic  dispositions  by 
which  he  is  actuated,  with  the  estimation  in 
which  he  holds  the  British  nation,  all  this  will 
be  duly  appreciated  by  the  government  of  this 
country,   and  that  prudence  will  be  exercised 
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to  preserve  a  proper  understanding  with  Ma^ 
homed  Ali,  who  governs  several  millions  of 
people,  and  in  which  not  only  our  political  and 
commercial  interests,  but  those  of  the  Anti- 
quarian and  Traveller,  are  so  deeply  interested. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

DXPAKTURS.  —  JOURNEY  ACROSS  TH£  DBSERT.  —  WRBTCItlD 
HUT  TO  REPOSE  IN.— -ABOUKIR  BAT.  —  VERMIN. —  MI* 
RAGE. —  LAND  MARKS.— CARAVANSARIES.  —  SCRIPTURE 
APPLICATION.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  ROSETTA. 

Xl  AviNG  satisfied  my  curiosity  with  respect  to 
Alexandria,  where,  I  own,  I  saw  nothing  but 
ruins,  spectacles  of  misery,  and  human  degrar 
dation  to  disgust  me,  I  made  the  necessary  pre- 
parations for  proceeding  to  Rosetta,  in  order  to 
embark  on  the  Nile  for  Grand  Cairo;  for  which 
I  set  out,  with  my  servant  and  guide,  upon  mules, 
on  Thursday  the  10th  of  December,  carrying 
beds,  with  every  culinary  article,  and  properly 
armed  for  our  personal  safety. 

In  this  journey,  I  passed  over  those  scenes 
which  mark  the  memorable  exploits  between  the 
British  and  French  armies  during  the  late  war. 
The  spot  was  pointed  out  to  the  left,  among  some 
hills  of  sand,  where  the  brave  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromby  fell ;  "  a  name  ,  dear  to  every  British 
soldier,  and  whose  memory  will  be  embalmed 
in  the  recollection  of  a  grateful  posterity."  •   In 

*  Lord  Hutchinson's  despatches. 

The  remains  of  this  venerable  warrior  were  conveyed  to 
Malta,  and  laid  in  one  of  the  bastions  of  the  fortifications  at 
La  Valette. 
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viewing  the  Bay  of  Aboukir,  I  could  not  fail  to 
recollect,  it  was  here  that  the  conqueror  Nelson, 
the  bare  mention  of  whose  name  struck  such 
terror  into  our  enemies,  had  intimated  to  his 
companions  in  arms,  that  "  England  expected 
every  msm  would  do  his  duty;"  a  hope,  which  he 
ftfterwwds  saw  so  fully  realized,  and  proclaimed 
to  the  world  at  large,  "that  Almighty  God  had 
been  pleased  to  bless  his  Majesty's  arms  with  a 
great  victory  over  the  French  fleet."  • 

At  sun-set,  we  halted  for  the  night  at  a  small 
Caffane^  in  the  desert,  about  the  Bay  of  Aboukir* 
This  place,  of  all  the  scenes  of  loathsome  misery 
^d  filth,  was  far  beyond  what  I  had  beheld  in  any 
country  through  which  I  had  travelled,  and  the 
most  revolting.  It  was  a  hut,  rudely  formed  of 
reeds  and  straw,  and  both  in  the  inside  and  with- 
out, there  were  swarms  of  the  most  filthy  Arab^ 
in  all  the  horrors  of  poverty  and  nakedness,  and 
literally  covered  with  vermin.  Many  of  them, 
during  th"^  night-time,  had  rushed  into  the  hut 
with  the  impetuosity  of  a  torrent,  and  such  ser- 
vants as  had  accompanied  them,  slept  on  the 
ground  on  the  outside  of  the  place,  a  practice 
which  would  appear  to  have  been  antiently 
followed  in  the  East.     At  Alexandria,  also,  I  re- 

*  Lord  Nelson's  despa^ea. 

The  body  also  of  Uiis  Ruler  of  the  seas  lies  under  the 
ca(bedri4  of  Saint  Paul's^  London,  and  next  to  that  of  hi» 
brave  companion,  Lord  CoUingwood. 
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maffked  that  many  of  the  Arab  servants  slept  on 
the  Dcrtside  of  the  door  of  the  Consul's,  leading 
to  their  houses.*  A  cloud  of  smoke  from  their 
pipes  completely  envelc^ed  the  place,  which  had 
only  been  lighted  by  a  solitary  cruse  of  oil,  and 
rendered  almost  sufibcating.  In  such  a  spot,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  say,  that  *'  sleep,  nature's  soft 
nurse,"  was  "  frightened  ;*'  in  fact,  to  use  the 
words  of  our  Bard,  it  might  be  said  to  be  murderedf 
and  by  those  swarms  of  vermin  which  made  so 
formidable  an  attack.  Language  is  perfectly  in- 
adequate to  describe  the  horrible  sufiering  I  ex« 
perienced  during  this  memorable  night  I  was 
particularly  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  thia 
receptacle  of  wretchedness  for  shelter  from  the 
great  dews  which  fall  in  Egypt  during  the  night, 
so  destructive  to  health ;  and  a  thousand  times 
was  I  forcibly  reminded  of  that  torment,  which  the 
Egyptians  must  have  endured  from  the  third 
plague,  namely,  that  ofUce.i  The  whole  operation 
in  which  I  was  engaged  during  the  night,  was,  at^ 
tempting  by  every  expedient  to  ward  off  the  ver- 
min, but  in  vain. 

*  ^<  But  Uriah  slept  at  th«  door  of  the  king's  house,  wilJi 
00  the  servants  of  his  Jord."    2  Sam.  xi,  9. 

Servants  and  others  in  Bengal^  very  generally  sleep  in  the 
porch  in  front  of  their  master's  house.—  Sir  W,  Ouseley't 
TraveUf  vol.  ii.  p.  86. 

f  ^*  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Say  unto  Aaron,  Stretch 
out  thy  rod,  and  smite  the  dust  of  the  land,  that  it  may  be* 
come  lice  throughout  aU  the  land  of  Egypt."     Exod.  viii.  16. 
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The  reader  is  perhaps  tired  with  hearing  a 
narrative  so  disagreea1>le,  but  I  can  assure  him» 
that  I. felt  much  more  tired  in  going  through 
one  scene  of  this  sort  after  another.  My  object, 
in  short,  in  touching  on  such  a  circumstance^ 
is  to  excite  in  him  thankfulness  to  God,,  sub- 
mission to  just  and  benevolent  rulers,  and  to 
move  his  compassion  towards  these  countries, 
and  rouse  him  to  prayer  and  exertions,  where 
it  is  at  all  practicable,  to  send  the  salvation  of 
God  among  such  a  people,  which  wiU  raise  them 
from  the  dung-hill,  and  rectify  all  things*  Never» 
in  fine,  will  that  deplorable  spectacle,  which  the 
group  within  and  without  this  spot  presented,  be 
efiaced  from  my  memory,  which  I  repeatedly  had 
occasion  to  contrast  with  the  accommodation 
afforded  even  to  the  most  common  animal  in 
Britain. 

Before  I  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  think 
it  proper  to  remark,  that  the  prodigious  swarms 
of  vermin,  which  infest  the  huts  or  cabins  of  the 
Egyptians^  appear  to  come  forth  particularly 
during  night,  and  spring  as  it  were  out  of  the 
dust  of  the  earth,  which,  I  am  led  to  think, 
are  of  the  same  kind  as  Moses  has  described, 
and  a  species  of  sand  insect.  * 

*  "  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Rise  up  early  in  the 
morning,  and  stand  before  Pharoah,  and  say  unto  him»  Let 
my  people  go. 
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In  an  account  of  the  expedition  of  King 
Richard  the  First,  of  England,  to  the  Holy  Land, 
speaking  of  the  march  of  his  army  of  Crusa- 
ders, it  is  observed,  that  each  night  certain 
vermin  distressed  them,  commonly  called  tor* 
rentes,  which  crept  upon  the  ground,  and  occa- 
sioned a  very  burning  heat,  by  most  painful 
punctures.  They  hiul  none  in  the  day-time,  but 
when  night  came  on  they  pestered  them  ex- 
tremely, being  armed  with  stings,  conveying  a 
poison,  which  quickly  occasionied  those  who  were 
woimded  to  swell,  and  was  attended  with  the 
most  acute  pain. 

What  these  torrentes  were,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  know,  though  I  do  think  on  this  occasion  they 
oAen  made  an  impression  on  me  by  their  en- 
venomed stings ;  but  as  they  are  described  as 
worms  or  vermin,  that  crowded  on  the  groimd, 
I  should  apprehend  it  to  be  more  probable,  that 
they  were  insects  of  the  species  of  which  Moses 
speaks,  rather  than  gnats  bred  in  the  water,  as 

''  Else,  if  thou  wilt  not  let  my  people  go,  behold,  I  wiU 
send  swanns  ofjlies  upon  thee,  and  upon  thy  servants,  and 
upon  thy  people,  and  into  thy  houses :  and  the  houses  of  the 
£g^ptians  shall  hejtdl  ofsnoarms  qfjliesy  and  also  the  ground 
whereon  they  are. 

'*  And  the  Lord  did  so;  and  there  came  a  grievous  swarm 
of  flies  into  the  house  of  Pharoah,  and  into  his  servants' 
houses,  and  into  all  the  land  of  Egypt :  the  land  was  cor- 
rupted byjreason  of  the  swarm  of  flies.''  Exod.  viii.  20.  21. 24. 
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some  ccnnmentators  are  led  to  suppose^  or  Hce, 
which  have  in  common  no  connection  with  the 
duBt  of  the  ground)  especially  when  I  reftect 
that  the  Mosaic  account  represents  these  insects* 
whatever  they  were,  as  first  appearing  on  the 
earth,  and  fVom  theilce,  making  their  way  to 
man  and  beast 

A  stranger,  on  arriving  iii  Egypt»  sppears 
to  be  a  most  particular  object  of  attack  from 
t^ftnin,  and  sudors  severely.  When  I  was 
at  Alexandria*  1  was  listened  upon  almost  im- 
mediately on  my  arrival,  and  some  time  con- 
fined to  my  room,  from  my  face  being  greatly 
swelled,  and  my  eyes  almost  shut  up.  This 
fi»imdable  attack  may  probably  arise  &om  the 
blood  of  a  stranger  being  more  piure,  than  that  of 
a  native  of  the  country.  I  had  not  so  much  oc- 
casion to  complain  of  the  attack  during  the  day, 
when  I  observed  the  vehnin  closely  attached  to 
the  walls  of  the  room,  and  as  if  in  sleep,  but 
chiefly  during  the  night  j  and  the  mcwnent  the 
shades  of  it  begin  to  appear,  the  whole  of  them 
are  in  motion  like  an  army. 

At  four  o'clock,  next  morning,  I  got  up  re- 
joicing at  the  light  of  day,  which  put  for  once 
an  end  to  my  sufferings  ;  and  on  changing  my 
clothes,  I  found  my  linen  marked  with  blood, 
like  a  handkerchief  with  red  spots.  At  this 
time  the  motley  group  in  the  ca^ne,  rushed  out 
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With  great  rapidity,  each  taking  his  own  rout, 
and  I  proceeded  on  my  journey. 

We  readbed  the  Ciuravanserai  *»  near  the  lake 
Utko,  where  we  embarked,  and  were  farried 
acrosBy  and  proceeded  alcHig  the  desert  of  sand. 
We  stopped  some  time  at  Marabout,  where  thert 
is  a  solitary  mosque,  and  received  a  draught  of 
water,  for  which  money  was  demanded  by  Arabs* 
About  three  o'clock^  I  perceived  the  turrets  and 
sycamore  trees  of  Rosetta,  at  which  time  I  felt 
myself  greatly  exhausted,  from  the  excessive 
heat  and  fatigue ;  and,  like  all  other  travellers^  I 
was  deceived  by  the  mist  or  apparitional  laket^ 
so  celebrated  under  the  name  of  the  Mirage^ 
which  even  at  a  very  short  distance,  had  the 
most  perfect  resemblance  to  a  great  sheet  of 
water,  with  trees  planted  in  it  at  certain  diB>* 
tances,  and  reflected  every  surroimding  dbject 
as  a  mirror*  This  I  concdved  to  be  an  insur- 
mountable barrier  to  our  reaching  Rosetta,  and 
that  our  guide  had  mistaken  the  proper  tract 
through  the  desert;  but  as  we  advanced,  the 
supposed  lake  and  its  objects  vanished^  so  power- 

*  The  inns  which  receive  the  caravans  in  Fersisy  and  the 
eastern  countries,  are  called  by  the  name  a£  caravtmserais* 

Spectaior. 
f  To  our  great  Maker  praise. 

Ye  mists  and  exhoLtdums  that  now  arise. 
From  hill  or  streaming  lake.  Milton. 
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fill  was  the  optical  deception.  This  singular, 
and  I  may  add»  tantalizing  phenomenon,  may  in 
all  probability  be  that  which  has  been  alluded  to 
by  some  of  tbe  prophets.  • 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we 
reached  the  town,  and  alighted  at  a  shabby  inn, 
kept  by  an  Italian,  after  having  rode  twelve 
hours ;  and  with  the  exception  of  the  draught  of 
water,  had  not  tasted  any  other  refreshment  in 
the  course  of  a  most  toilsome  and  exhausting 
journey  across  the  parching  sands  of  this  desert, 
and  under  a  burning  sun.  Previous,  however, 
to  attempting  a  description  of  Rosetta,  or  Ras- 
chid,  as  it  is  called  by  the  natives,  it  is  necessary 
that  I  should  mention  several  objects  which 
passed  under  my  observation,  as  peculiarities  in 
the  course  of  the  journey  across  this  desert  from 
Alexandria. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  appeared  to  me  from 
the  trackless  nature  of  the  sand,  that  it  would 
have  been  almost  impossible  to  find  a  way,  but 
for  heaps  of  stones  which  have  been  piled  up  at 

*  **  And  the  parched  ground  shall  become  apool,  and  the 
thirsty  land  springs  of  water."    Isaiah,  xxxv.  7- 

<<  Wilt  thou  be  altogether  unto  me  as  a  liar,  and  as  Mooters 
thaifaiir     Jeremiah,  xv.  18- 

*^  As  to  the  unbelievers,  their  works  are  like  a  vapour  in 
a  plain,  which  the  thirsty  traveller  thinketh  to  he  toater,  until 
when  he  cometh  thereto,  he  findeth  it  to  be  nothing"  Koran, 
c.  xxiv. 

15 
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particular  distances,  and  from  time  immemorial^ 
as  land-marks.  These  have  been  often  noticed 
by  travellers,  and  it  is  no  doubt  in  reference  to 
them  that  expressions  occur  in  many  parts  of 
the  sacred  volume.  • 

The  prophet  Isaiah  is  speaking  of  the  return 
of  the  Israelites  from  the  Babylonish  captivity, 
and  it  is  unnecessary  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
between  Jerusalem  and  Babylon  there  are  many 
extensive  deserts,  the  paths  across  which  are 
doubtless  marked  out  by  the  same  heaps  of 
stones  to  insure  a  safe  track  to  the  traveller,, 
and  prevent  his  going  astray,  which  I  had  re- 
marked in  travelling  through  the  desert  to 
Rosetta. 

In  this  journey  I  mentioned  that  we  had  pro- 
ceeded on  mules.  These  animals  are  alluded  to  in 
many  parts  of  Scripture,  as  instances  of  the  creat- 
ing power  and  goodness  of  God.  Their  first  use 
appears  to  be  ascribed  to  Anah  the  son  of  Zibean, 
whose  daughter  Aholibamah  was  given  in  mar- 

*  '<  And  Jacob  said  to  his  brethren^  gather  itoneSf  and 
they  took  stones  and  made  an  heap"     Genesis,  xxxi.  46. 

<<  Go  through,  go  through  the  gates,  prepare  ye  the  way 
of  the  people,  cast  up,  cast  up  the  highxttay,  gather  out  the 
stones,  lift  up  a  standard  for  the  people"    Isaiah,  Ixii.  10. 

''  Cursed  be  he  that  removeth  his  neighbour's  land-mark" 
Deut.  xxvii.  17. 

"  Remove  not  the  antient  land-mark,  which  thy  fathers 
have  set."     Prov.  xxii.  28. 
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riage  to  Esau.*  Great  as  the  rank  of  David 
was,  we  find  that  they  were  received  into  his 
service,  that  he  rode  upon  them,  and  commanded 
his  son  to  follow  his  e3camplet,  and  these 
formed  parts  of  many  of  die  gafb  which  had 
been  presented  to  Solomon,  by  those  who  had 
been  admitted  into  his  pres^ice,  to  hear  that 
<<  wisdom  which  God  had  put  in  his  hearf  t 
In  liie  remarkable  drought  which  followed  on  liie 
prayer  of  Elijah,  to  punish  the  king  of  Israel, 
it  appeared  to  have  been  his  special  care  to 
preserve  these  animals.  §  They  are  remark^ 
ably  steady,  sure-£>oted,  and  patient.  Their 
leaders  rarely  allow  them  to  go  at  a  gallop,  but 
a  slow  pace,  which  renders  a  journey  extremely 
edious» 

I  preferred  the  motion  of  the  mule  to  either 
that  of  the  Dromedary  or  CameL    Many  of  Ike 

*  «  This  was  that  Aiiah  itial  found  the  muies  in  the  wtf- 
demesst  as  he  fed  the  asses  of  Zibeon  his  father/*  Genesis, 
xxxvi.  24. 

f  *'  The  king  also  said  unto  them,  Take  with  thee  servants 
of  your  Lord,  and  cause  Solomon  my  son  to  ride  upon  mns 
aam  mule.**     1  Kings,  i.  33. 

X  ^^  And  they  brought  ererj  man  his  present,  vessels  of  sil- 
ver and  vessels  of  gold,  and  garments,  and  amour,  and 
spices,  horses ^nd mules"     1  Kings,  x.  2& 

§  **  And  Afaab  said  unto  Obadiah,  Go  into  the  land  unto 
all  fountains  of  water,  and  unto  all  brooks;  peradventure  we 
nay  find  grass  to  «ave  the  horses  and  mules  4Udve*"  I  Kings, 
xviii.  5. 
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latter  passed  me  prodigiously  loaded,    and   on 
which   travellers   and   their  iamilies    are  coo- 
veyed,   in  deep  paniers  ix  baskets  pkced  on 
each  side  equipoised,  where  they  sleep,  or  lie 
at  their  ease  in  perfect   safety.      Their  long 
stride,  with  the  sickening  rock  c^  these  baskets 
to  and  £ro^  and  the  objects  they  contain,  have 
indeed  a  most  ludicrous  appeu^nce.     Judging 
from  Scripture,  one  is  led  to  suppose  it  might 
have  been    such  kind  of  baskets  which  were 
used  in  the  early  ages.*    These  beasta  of  burden 
are  of  great  unportance  in  such  a  country  as 
the  East     They  are  gende  and  docile^  unless 
provoked    by   seventy    of  treatment.      When 
struck  at,  or  during  the  time  they  are  lading  very 
heavily,  they  throw  up  a  disagreeable  howl  or 
yell,  which,  is  expressive  of  their  anger.     We 
read  tiiat  at  one  time  they  were  most  numerous 
in  the  country,  and  c<mstituted  a  very  great 
branch  of  patriarchal  wealth.t    Little  provision 
satisfies  the  appetite  of  the  camel,  whose  labour 
and  patience  almost  exceeds  credibility ;  and  as 
he  is  doomed  to  travel  over  the  parched  desert, 
nature  has  enabled  him  to  lay  in  that  quantity  of 
water  wthin  himself  which  will  supply  his  wants 
for  several  days.     Travellers  on  the  back  of  the 
cainel,  at  a  see^saw  motion,  are  far  from  being 

*  <<  Now  Rachel  had  taken  the  images,  and  put  them  in 
the  enmePiJumiturey  and  sai  upon  them"  Genesis,  xxxi.  34. 

f  **  And  Job's  substance  was  also  seven  thousand  sheep, 
and  three  thous^d  camels"  &c, &c.  Job,  i.  3. 
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pleasantly  situated.  The  common  pace  of  this 
stately  animal  may  be  calculated  at  little  more 
than  a  couple  of  miles  an  hour,  one  cause  of 
which  is  the  kind  of  sauntering  pace  that  it  is 
usual  to  allow  it  to  take,  and  from  its  being  dis- 
posed to  halt,  and  nibble  at  every  appearance  of 
the  barest  plant  or  blade  which  it  may  happen 
to  notice.  It  is  to  the  camel,  it  will  be  seen,  that 
our  Lord  alludes  in  his  memorable  rebuke  to  the 
Pharisees.*  But  the  dromedary  is  a  creature 
of  much  greater  velocity  of  motion  t,  and  com- 
monly employed  in  carrying  dispatches  requiring 
expedition,  as  they  were  of  oldt ;  and  it  may 
perhaps  be  to  the  swiftness  of  this  particular 
animal  that  Job  refers,  when  he  speaks  of  the 
rapidity  with  which  his  time  on  earth  passes.  § 

I  have  observed  that  we  stopped  at  the  cara- 
vanserai near  lake  Utko,  where  we  ferried  across, 
and  being  the  first  place  of  the  kind  I  had 
seen,  it  is  proper  I  should  speak  of  it  more  par- 
ticularly. These  edifices  consist  of  two  kinds, 
those  in  cities  being  for  the  accommodation  of 

•  "  Ye  blind  guides  which  strain  at  a  gnat,  and  swallow  a 
camel"     Matthew,  xxiii.  21. 

f  "  Thou  art  a  stoifi  dromedary  traversing  his  ways." 
Jer.  ii.  23. 

X  <<  And  he  wrote  in  the  king  Ahasuerus'  name,  and  sealed 
it  with  the  king's  ring,  and  sent  letters  by  ^posts  on  horse- 
back, and  riders  on  young  dromedaries*'    Esther,  viii.  10. 

§  "  Now  my  days  are  tmfter  than  diposti  they  flee  away, 
they  see  no  good."    Job,  ix.  25. 
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travelling  merchants ;  but^  such  as  are  here  and 
there  placed  along  the  roads  or  track,  or  attached 
to  tiie  ports,  are  intended  for  the  temporary  use 
of  travellers.  In  both  cases,  in  consequence  of 
the  facilities  which  they  afford  for  the  conmiis- 
sion  of  offences,  particularly  that  of  theft,  they 
are  respected  by  the  devout  Mahomedan  as 
more  sacred  than  ordinary  houses,  and  it  is  also 
no  doubt  in  allusion  to  this  feeling,  that  the  son 
of  S^brach  expresses  himself.* 

The  caravanserais  are  generally  considered  as 
having  been  erected  at  the  public  expence ;  but 
different  travellers  mention,  and  I  personally 
know  the  fact  to  be  correct,  that  they  are  some- 
times built  as  fountains  are,  for  refreshing  the 
traveller,  and,  from  a  principle  of  piety,  en- 
dowed with  certain  lands  to  keep  them  in 
proper  repair.  There  can  indeed  be  no  doubt 
that  these  resting  places,  (for  they  differ  from 
the  khans,  in  furnishing  refreshments  as  well 
as  lodging,)  were  known  in  Judea  during  the 
time  of  our  Lord,  as  he  supposes  the  good  Sama- 
ritan committed  the  poor  woimded  man  to  the 
care  of  a  caravanserai,  and  promised  at  his  re- 
turn to  pay  for  whatever  his  condition  might 
require. 

*  <<  Be  ashamed  of  theft,  in  regard  of  the  place  inhere  thou 
9ojoumest»'  EcclesiasticuSy  xli.  19. 
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But,  although  heaps  of  stones  not  only  mark 
the  path,  and  caravanserais  provide  accommo- 
dation for  the  traveller  on  the  wide  wastes  of 
these  countries,  yet  it  is  absolutely  necessary, 
that  he  should  also  have  guides  to  accompany 
him,  in  whom  he  can  repose  a  certain  degree  of 
confidence.  These  conductors  not  only  know 
where  water  is  to  be  found,  which  is  so  highly 
essential,  but  likewise  the  distances  between  the 
resting  places,  as  well  as  tiiose  parts  of  the  tract 
or  way  where  speed  is  requisite,  or  the  traveller 
may  venture  to  pursue  his  journey  more  at 
leisure  ;  so  that,  although  I  had  with  me  a  most 
experienced  interpreter,  who  spoke  the  languages 
of  tiie  East  and  other  countries,  and  also  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  a  servant,  I  found  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  have  a  proper  guide,  who 
knew  local  situations;  and  which  I  strongly 
recommend  to  every  one  who  pursues  a  journey 
along  these  toilsome  and  dreary  r^ons. 
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CHAR  V. 

HOSBTTA.—  POPULATION.  —  DOGS.  —  FUNERALS.  —  SCHOOLi- 
—  VOTAOB  UP  THE  NILE.  —  PACHA*a  BARGE. — ^WOMEN. — 
HIDEOUS  SPECTACLE  ALONG  THE  BANKS  OF  THB  NILB.  — 
HINTS  TO  TRAVELLERS  DRINKING  THE  WATERS  OF  IT.  — 
2>BW.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  CAIRO.  •— MISERABLE  INN. 

Xhe  population  of  Rosetta,  I  should  conceive  to 
be  about  twenty  thousand  souls,  and  the  Canine 
species  may  be  estimated  at  seven  thousand.  Al- 
though it  must,  unquestionably,  be  allowed,  that 
the  swarms  of  dogs  which  infest  this  place  may 
be  of  occasional  use  in  devouring  the  carrion  and 
other  accidental  dead  bodies  that  are  thrown  out 
in  the  streets,  yet  all  travellers  must  admit,  that 
the  numbers  tolerated  amount  to  a  most  pro- 
digious nuisance. 

The  voracious  appetite  of  dogs,  which  re- 
conciles them  to  the  most  impure  species  of 
food,  appears  not  to  have  escaped  the  observation 
of  the  wise  King,  in  reference  to  those  acts 
of  folly  which  were  exercised  by  man.*  Even 
licking  a  sore,  we  find  not  to  be  disagreeable  to 

#  «  As  a  dog  retumeth-  to  his  yomit,  so  a  fool  returns  to 
his  folly."    Prov.xxvi.  U. 

F  2 
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their  taste  * ;  and  when  the  animals  themselves 
happen  to  be  wounded,  they  lick  their  own  sores 
till  it  effects  a  cure.  I  have,  indeed,  occasion  to 
know,  that  one  of  my  friends  in  London,  who 
was  affected  with  a  disease  in  his  eyes,  had  youngs 
puppies,  by  medical  advice,  applied  to  lick  them  ; 
which  operated  as  a  perfect  cure.  Again,  it 
must  be  observed,  that  the  dog,  in  his  manner 
of  drinking,  does  not  take  the  water  as  odier 
animals,  but  by  lapping;  a  practice  among 
the  antient  people  of  God,  as  demonstrated  by 
Holy  Writ,  t 

The  prodigious  number  of  these  animals  in 
every  part  of  the  East,  and  that  particular  howl 
they  set  up  in  a  town,  especially  at  evening 
appears  to  be  clearly  alluded  to  by  the  royal 
Psalmist,  t  We  find,  that  by  the  law  of  Moses^ 
they  were  specially  placed  under  that  par- 
ticular class  of  unclean  animals,  to  which  a 
mark  of  infamy  was  attached,  since  the  Israelites 
were  prohibited  from  bringing  their  price  as  an 
oblation  unto  the  Lord.$     In  short,  the  slightest 

♦  «  Moreover,  the  dogs  came  and  licked  his  sores.*' 
Luke,  xvi.  21. 

f  <<  And  the  Lord  smd  unto  Gideon,  Every  one  tlM^ 
lappeth  water  with  his  tongue  as  a  dog  l^ppeth^  him  sh^t 
thou  set  by  himself;  likewise  every  one  that  boweth  down  on 
liis  knees  to  drink.**     Judges,  vii.  5. 

X  ^<  And  at  evenings  let  them  return  and  make  a  noise  Uke 
a  dogy  and  go  round  about  the  city."     Psal.  lix.  14s  15. 

§  <<  Thou  shalt  not  bring  the  price  of  a  dog  into  the  house 
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attention  to  the  words  of  inspiration,  will  shew, 
that  the  dog  is  firequently  alluded  to  as  figurative 
of  infidelity,  voracity,  &c.  The  Turks  appear 
to  hold  the  canine  race,  in  some  degree,  as 
sacred  objects ;  and  I  was  informed,  at  Rosetta, 
that  certain  fines  are  imposed  on  any  individual 
who  presumes  to  kill  them.  Should  an  European, 
for  instance,  be  known  to  put  this  animal  out  of 
existence,  and  even  in  defence  against  an  attack 
from  it,  he  is  subjected  by  law  to  the  payment 
of  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  as  much  corn  as 
will  cover  his  body.  It  is  also  a  remarkable 
fact,  that  during  llie  whole  day,  these  dogs, 
which  it  will  be  observed,  are  never  permitted  to 
come  mthin  a  house,  are  perfectly  quiet;  but 
the  moment  the  sun  goes  down,  they  commence 
a  hideous  bark  or  yell,  which  continues  without 
intermission  till  sun-rise,  and  which  to  those  un- 
accustomed to  die  sounds  is  most  disturbing, 
and  places  a  complete  embargo  on  sleep. 

At  Hosetta,  also,  the  flies  are  most  annoying ; 
their  appearance  is  not  unlike  our  common  fly, 
but  larger,  with  a  small  sting ;  and  such  swarms 
infested  my  apartment,  that  I  found  it  impossible 
to  eat  a  morsel  at  table  with  any  degree  of  com- 
fort, without  my  servant  flapping  a  fan  to  prevent 


of  the  Lord  for  any  vow,  for  this  is  an  abomination  unto 
the  Lord  thy  God."    Deut.  xxiii.  18. 
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them  entering  the  dish ;  and  when  this  operation 
ceased,  the  whole  table  was  covered,   and  ap- 
peared black,  like  so  much  soot  thrown  upon  it. 
The  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
I  considered  as  revolting  to  human  nature ;  and 
I  did  not  find  the  citizens  of  Rosetta,  in  any 
degree  better.     Their  garb,  in  general,  is  that  of 
beggary  in  its  most  offensive  form.     Some  of 
them,  I  have  observed,  with  only  an  old  ragged 
blanket  covering  their  naked  bodies ;  and  their 
habitations  correspond  with  the  extreme  filth  and 
wretchedness  of  their  appearance.     To  attempt 
any  circumstantial  description  of  some  of  the 
woeful  spectacles  that  I  witnessed  here,  would 
only  serve  to  create  disgust.     I  could  not,  how- 
ever, reflect,  without  feelings  of  gratitude,  that 
Providence  had  cast  my  lot  in  a  land,  where 
cleanliness,   order,   and  decency,  are  not  inse^ 
parable   from  indigence;    and  even   in    those 
particular   instances,  where  poverty  is  chiefly 
experienced,  the  sense  of  modesly  and  shame, 
instructs  the  poorest  individual  to  throw  a  veil, 
as  far  as  possible,  over  the  loathsome  visitations 
with  which  he  is  afflicted. 

I  did  not  observe  at  Rosetta,  that  obstreperous 
gnef  9t  JuneralSf  which  has  been  described  by 
some  travellers;  on  the  contrary,  I  waspecu- 
liarly  struck  with  the  simple  mode  in  which  the 
ceremony  of  interment  was  performed.     The 
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body  having  been  washed  and  laid  out,  dressed 
in  the  best  clothes  of  the  deceased,  is  carried 
hastily  to  the  grave,  almost  immediately  after 
dissolution,  with  the  head  foremost,  and  de- 
posited in  the  earth  without  the  observance  of 
any  particular  rites,  but  a  pious  and  tacit  token 
of  implicit  resignation  to  the  will  of  heaven.* 
This  haste  may  be  partly  accounted  for,  from 
the  extreme  heat  of  the  climate ;  since,  aft;er  the 
burial  it  is  a  common  practice  to  hire  mourners 
to  bewail  the  dead,  at  the  place  of  interment 

This  is  a  very  antient  custom,  and  has  con- 
tinued from  time  immemorial  to  the  present 
day,,  throughout  the  regions  of  the  East.  It  was 
formerly  in  use  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans; 
and  is  a  custom  I  have  observed  in  Ireland, 
among  the  lower  orders.  In  the  mournings  for 
Hector,  it  is  alluded  to  thus  by  Homer :  — 

A  melancholy  choir  attend  around, 

With  plaintive  sighs  and  music's  solemn  sound ; 

Alternately  they  sing,  alternate  flows 

Th'  obedient  tear  melodious  in  their  woes. 

And  to  this  particular  practice  do  we  find 
various  allusions  made  by  the  Prophets  and 
Evangelists,  t 

*  ^  There  shall  be  many  dead  bodies  in  every  place,  they 
shall  cast  them  forth  toi^A  silence"    Amos  viii.  3. 

f  **  Thus  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  consider  ye  and  call 
*  F    4f 
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In  passing  along  the  streets,  my  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  kind  of  school  in  a  miserable 
hovely  where  there  was  a  group  of  ragged  boys 
formed  into  a  cirde.  I  looked  into  the  place  to 
observe  the  method  of  teaching.  A  boy  was 
sitting  before  the  master,  cross-legged  like  a 
taylor  on  his  shop-board ;  the  former  rocking  to 
and  fro  with  his  hands  clasped^  and  beating  the 
ground  in  repeating  his  lesson,  as  if  in  a  state  of 
derangement  or  idiotisnu  The  master,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  moving  or  keeping  time  sympa- 
thetically,  holding  a  stick  over  the  head  of  the 
pupil*  Unfortunately,  from  some  accidental  cir- 
cumstance which  I  do  not  at  present  recollect,  I  did 
not  happen  to  stop  long  enough  to  observe  any  of 
the  other  boys  engaged  with  their  tasks,  but  I  was 
afterwards  informed,  that  neither  paper  or  books 

for  the  mourning  toamen  that  they  may  come,  and  send  for 
the  cunning  women  that  they  may  come.  And  let  them  make 
haste  and  taie  up  a  toaUing  for  us."    Jeremiah  ix.  17- 18. 

<'  Man  goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  the  mourners  go  about 
the  streets.**    Ecdesiastes  xii.  5. 

'^  And  all  the  singing  men  and  women  spoke  of  Josiah 
in  their  lamentathns."    2  Chron.  zxxt.  25. 

**  They  shall  call  such  as  are  skilftd  of  lamentation  to  nail- 
ingJ*    Amos  v.  16- 

**  And  when  Jesus  came  to  the  ruler's  house,  and  saw  the 
minstrels  and  the  people  making  a  noise,  he  said.  Give  place, 
the  maid  b  not  dead,  but  sleepeth."    Matt.  ix.  23,  2*. 

"  We  have  mourned  unto  you,  and  ye  have  not  lamenteiL" 
Matt.  xi.  17. 
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were  used  in  the  school,  and  boys  a{^eared  to  be 
taught  to  read  and  write  at  the  same  time,  by 
audcing  the  letters  and  words  on  a  smooth  board, 
daubed  over  with  a  white  colour,  which  they 
wiped  of^    and   renewed  at  pleasure.     These 
boards   brought  to   my  rec(^ection  the  mode 
of  writing  anti^itly,  alluded  to  by  one  of  the 
Prophets,    on    sticks    joined    together.*      In 
India,  the  children  are  often  seen  writing  their 
lessons  on  the  ground  with  their  fingers,  the 
pavement  being  strewed  with  sand  for  that  pur* 
pose ;    and,  indeed,  in  the  schools  which  have 
now  been  happily  established  under  the  British 
System,    the  very  first    rudiments  which  the 
children  receive  are  to  form   letters   on   sand 
No  doubt  it  was  to  this  sort  of  writing  that 
one  of  the  Prophets  pointed,   when  he  speaks 
of   those  who   shall  depart    from    the    living 
God  t ;  besides,  we  are  told  that  our  Saviour 


*  **  Take  thee  one  stick,  and  write  upon  it.  For  Judafa,  and 
for  the  children  of  Isradl  his  companions :  tiien  take  another 
sticky  and  write  upon  it.  For  Joseph,  the  stick  of  Ephraim, 
and  for  all  the  house  of  Israel  his  companions :  And  join 
them  one  to  another  into  one  stick ;  and  they  shall  become 
one  in  thine  hand.  And  the  sticks  whereon  thou  writest 
shall  be  in  thine  hand  before  their  eyes*'*  Ezekiel  xxxvii. 
16,17.20. 

f  "  They  that  depart  from  me  shall  heivritte*  tMi  the  earthy 
because  they  have  forsaken  the  fountain  of  living  waters.*' 
Jer.  ;Kvii.  13. 
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himself,  on  one  remarkable  occasion,  had  written 
on  the  ground.  * 

The  palm  trees  are  beautiful  here,  and  grow 
to  a  prodigious  height  It  is  three  to  four  years 
before  they  appear  above  ground,  and  arrive  at 
their  prime  in  about  thirty  years,  bearing  vast 
clusters  of  dates,  soi^ething  like  a  small  coarse  %, 
which  becomes  ripe  in  November ;  it  is  agreeable 
enough  to  the  taste,  and  considered  as  a  good  sto- 
machic. From  this  a  coarse  spirit,  called  Rakee, 
is  distilled  by  the  Arabs,  similar  to  bad  English 
gin.  The  dexterity  of  the  Arabs,  in  climbing  to 
the  top  of  this  tree  to  pluck  the  dates,  is  remark- 
able. They  attach  themselves  to  it  with  their 
basket  by  a  cord  thrown  round,  from  which  they 
push  themselves  up  step  by  step  to  the  branches. 

In  my  voyage  up  the  Nile,  which  took  place 
on  Monday  the  14th  of  December,  I  considered 
myself  to  have  been  peculiarly  fortunate.  The 
state  baige  of  the  Pacha  was  returning  to  Grand 
Cairo,  having  brought  down  His  Highness,  when 
I  made  a  bargain  with  the  commander  to  take 
me  and  my  servant  to  the  metropolis  for  nine 
dollars,  supplying  provisions  at  my  own  expence. 

*  **  JesuB  stooped  down,  and  with  his  finger  ivrate  on  the 
ground^  as  though  he  heard  them  not." 

**  And  again  he  stooped  down,  and  wrote  on  the  ground" 
John,  viii.  6, 8. 
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Thus  I  was  enabled  to  perfonn  the  passage  in 
nearly  as  much  comfort  as  the  nder  of  the  king- 
dom himself*  This  barge,  which  was  fitted  up 
with  some  taste  as  well  as  splendour,  was  rowed 
by  twenty  strong  Arabs,  almost  totally  in  a  state 
of  nudily,  whose  singing  was  made  to  correspond 
with  every  pull  of  the  oar.  The  general  ap- 
pearance of  it  resembled  those  of  the  barges 
on  the  Thames,  belonging  to  the  difierent'  cor- 
porate bodies  of  London,  with  the  exception  that 
it  carried  what  mariners  call  <<  shoulder  of  mutton 
sails,''  and  two  long  flags  of  red  silk  hung  over 
the  stem  at  each  side.  The  cabin  contained  four 
windows  on  each  side,  and  the  floor  was  matted 
with  a  carpet  formed  of  reeds.  The  exterior  of  the 
roof  of  the  cabin,  serving  occasiopally  as  a  place 
of  recreation,  was  covered  with  a  large  crimson 
cloth,  ornamented  and  fringed  with  yellow. 
Nothing  was  to  be  found  in  the  cabin  in  tbe  way 
of  furniture,  even  to  the  most  trifling  article, 
where  I  sat  down  on  my  bed,  with  my  port^ 
manteau  in  front  to  serve  as  a  table. 

In  the  course  of  the  voyage,  the  views  on 
each  side  of  the  Nile  were  highly  pleasing  and 
picturesque  j  for  the  clay-built  hovels  of  the  vil- 
lages  being  seen  at  a  distance,  presented  more 
of  those  minute  and  offensive  details  which  were 
laid  open  on  a  closer  inspection,  but  interspersed 
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with  the  lofty  palm-trees,  and  \vhite  domes  and 
minarets  of  the  mosques,  they  had  a  rural  and 
cheerful  asjpect 

We  stopped  lor  the  night  opposite  to  the 
village  of  Fvga^  and  next  morning,  from  having 
incautiously  drank  <£  the  waters  of  the  Nile, 
which  resembled  in  coloiu*  those  of  the  Thames, 
I  found  myself  very  severdy  affected  in  the 
bowels  J  a  circumstance  it  is  prefer  to  mention 
as  a  warning  to  strangers  in  the  country,  who 
are  apt  to  indulge  in  liberal  draughts,  being 
naturally  incited  by  the  great  heat  of  the  climate, 
and  the  temptation  arising  irom  the  freshness  of 
the  stream.  Indeed,  the  Egyptians,  like  the 
Londoners^  with  their  muddy  Thames,  consider 
the  waters  of  that  riv«  as  the  most  delicious  in 
the  wc»:ld.  Although  some  travellers  have  pre* 
t^ided  to  hold  out,  that  they  are  in  the  practice 
of  provoking  thirst  artificially,  in  order  that  they 
may  the  more  copiously  enjoy  the  pleasure  oi 
drinking,  I  con&ss  I  have  my  own  doubts  as 
to  this  being  correct.  By  eating  spices  and  con- 
fectionaiy  at  their  feasts,  these  may  naturally 
excite  thirsty  and  the  water  in  consequence  be 
drank  more  largely ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  rea- 
sonable to  maintain^  that  these  are  eaten  in  order 
to  create  a  stimulus  to  indulge  in  large  draughts. 
Ckie  thiflig,  however,  is  certain,  namely,  that  they 
have  been  in  all  ages  particularly  fond  of  the 

19 
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waters  of  the  Nile,  and  this  may  possibly  ex- 
plain the  expressicms  made  use  of  by  Moses  to 
Pharaoh.* 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  misery  of  those 
mud  huts  which  composed  the  several  villages,  and 
the  singular  state  of  wretchedness  of  the  natives 
all  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  Women,  in  par. 
ticular,  are  most  hideous  and  deplorable  objects, 
having  a  handkerchief  round  the  head,  and  only 
a  loose,  coarse,  blue  night-gown  thrown  round  the 
body,  and  a  long  black  cloth  or  veil  to  conceal 
most  part  of  their  &ces,  which  is  drawn  to  and 
fro  like  a  curtain,  and  that  part  in  front  of  the 
mouth  bro¥m  with  saliva.  I  observed  many 
washing  their  miserable  rags  in  the  Nile,  when 
they  appeared  to  exercise  a  great  degree  of 
caution  in  hiding  every  part  of  the  countenance, 
when  it  was  supposed  they  were  looked  at  atten- 
tively by  strangers,  and  in  fact  equally  ashamed 
to  shew  their  face,  as  our  fair  countrywomen 
would  be  at  being  caught  in  a  state  of  deshabille 
at  their  own  toilets.  Almost  the  whole  children 
of  both  sexes,  specially  up  to  the  age  of  about 
five  years,  run  about  as  naked  as  when  they  were 
bom,  and  it  is  a  custom  for  the  mother  to  dip 

*  <<  And  the  fish  that  is  in  the  river  shall  die,  and  the 
river  shall  stink,  and  the  Eg^ians  shall  kathe  to  drink  of 
the  water  of  the  rker^    Exed«  vii.  IS. 
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the  children  after  their  birtli  in  the  Nile,  which 
is  held  to  be  a  duty  of  a  religious  nature.* 
Nothing  can  strike  an  Englishman  more  forcibly 
on  viewing  these  natives,  than  the  blessings  and 
comforts  his  countrymen  enjoy,  even  in  the  most 
humble  situation  of  life,  which  in  fact  amount 
to  high  luxuries,  when  compared  to  the  filth 
and  misery  to  be  met  with  in  this  country.  In 
sailing  along,  I  was  surprised  at  perceiving  an 
old  man  running,  and  attempting  to  keep  up 
with  the  barge  for  some  miles,  with  a  stick  in 
his  hands,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth  with  speak- 
ing, who  was  literally  naked;  and,  on  making 
enquiries  into  the  cause,  I  was  gravely  told  he 
was  one  of  the  Mahomedan  Saints,  and  soliciting 
charity.  It  appeared  to  me  that  he  was  an  idiot; 
and  persons,  in  that  unhappy  state,  are  indeed 
always  held  by  the  Mahomedans  in  great  ve- 
neration, esteemed  as  saints,  and  to  them  a  high 
degree  of  respect  is  uniformly  paid. 

Notwithstanding  the  sun  was  powerfully  hot 
upon  Wednesday  the  l6th  December,  during 
the  day-time,  yet  the  cold  during  night  was 
most  excessive,  so  much  as  that  experienced  in 
Scotland  during  the  month  of  December;  but,  in- 
stead of  the  hoar-frost  which  would  have  been 

*  *^  And  as  for  thy  nativity,  in  the  day  thou  wast  bora, 
ACf  thou  wast  not  washed  in  water  to  supple  thee/'  £zekiel« 
xvi.  4. 
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observable  in  the  same  temperature  of  the  North» 
a  prodigious  dew  with  mist  had  fallen,  which  had 
penetrated  to  the  cabin,  and  led  us  to  suppose 
some  fire  had  brcdcen  out,  the  whole  of  it  having 
been  completely  enveloped  in  cloud*  It  is  this 
particular  dew  which  is  so  irequently  alluded  to 
in  the  Scriptures*,  and  in  the  climate  of  Egypt 
where  rain  seldom  falls,  is  so  refreshing  to  the 
plants  of  the  earth.  It  is  in  that  country  re- 
ceived as  a  peculiar  blessing,  and  falls  heavy 
like  rain  during  the  night,  is  rapidly  absorbed 
at  sun-rise,  and  most  destructive  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  European  who  happens  to  be 
exposed  to  it. 

I  cannot  leave  this  short  description  of  my 
passage  up  the  Nile  without  adding,  that  during 
ibe  whole  of  it,  I  experienced,  from  all  on  board, 
the  greatest  civility  and  respect  The  Captain, 
or  Rachensmarksqfff  as  he  was  called  by  the 
Egyptians,  stopped  where  I  wished,  allowed  me 


*  **  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren 
to  dwell  together  in  unity. 

**  It  is  as  the  dem  of  Hermon,and  as  the  deto  that  descended 
upon  the  mountains."    Psalm  cxxxiii.  1— .3. 

<<  The  remnant  of  Jacob  shall  be  in  the  midst  of  many 
people  as  a  deto  from  the  Lord."   Micah,  v.  7. 

"  O  Judah,  what  shall  I  do  unto  thee?  for  your  goodness  is 
as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as  the  earfy  dew  it  goeth  away." 
Hosea,  vi.  4. 

'^  I  will  be  ai  th  deto  unto  Israel"  Hosea,  xlv.  5. 
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to  land  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  on  one 
occasion  permitted  some  of  the  crew  to  accom- 
pany me  and  my  interpreter,  as  a  guard  in  visit- 
ing one  of  the  neighbouring  villages.  Fortun- 
ately  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  repay  their 
attention,  by  effectually  assisting  some  of  the 
bargemen  who  had  been  taken  ill  before  we 
reached  Cairo,  frcnn  my  chest  of  medicines.  The 
Captain  himself  also  was  attacked  by  the  same 
disease  which  affected  them,  and  the  medicines 
I  presented,  and  advised  him  to  take,  were  at- 
tended with  so  beneficial  and  speedy  an  operation, 
that  he  almost  leaped  for  joy,  and  could  not  suf- 
ficiently express  his  gratitude.  He  presented 
me  on  this  occasion  with  a  bottle  of  "  HoffmarCs 
Raspberry  Rvm^  London^*^  which  he  had  received 
as  a  precious  cordial  from  the  dragoman  or  in- 
terpreter, but  which  I  declined  to  accept  In  a 
word,  it  was  impossible  for  me,  in  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  have  performed  the  voyage  from 
Rosetta  to  Cairo  more  comfortably  and  expediti- 
ously^  or  to  have  been  treated  in  any  part  o£  the 
world  with  greater  attention  and  respect. 

On  Thursday,  the  17th  of  December,  I 
landed  at  the  port  of  Bulac,  about  the  dis- 
tance of  a  couple  of  miles  ftom  Grand  Cairoi, 
and  having  met  with  less  interruption  in  passing 
my  luggage  at  the  custom-house  than  I  had  ex- 
pected^  I  hired  a  mule  to  convey  it  iqp  to  town. 
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to  which,  accompanied  with  my  interpreter,  I 
walked^  and  was  conducted  to  the  Ix>canda 
Greca,  a  miserable  inn  kept  by  a  Greek  in  that 
quarter  of  the  town  which  is  inhabited  solely  by 
the  Franks.  This  house  was  filthy  to  the  most  of- 
fensive degree  that  can  be  imagined,  and  the  pas-> 
sage  so  clotted  and  choked  up  with  the  excre«> 
ments  of  poultry,  that  it  was  indeed  difficult  to 
enter,  and  would  have  struck  the  landlord  of  the 
lowest  ale-house  in  England  with  horror.  The 
only  room  that  I  could  obtain  was  an  empty 
garret,  worse  than  any  cobler's  den  to  be  found 
in  London,  and  infested  with  pigeons  in  such  a 
manner,  that  it  is  impossible  to  convey  any  idea 
of  this  annoyance,  added  to  the  flies  and  mus- 
quetos  that  swarmed  around  me.  The  broken 
windows  had  the  appearance  of  antideluvian  an- 
tiquity, and  those  shattered  panes  of  glass  which 
remained,  proved  that  they  nev^  had  been 
favoured  with  the  operation  of  cleaning.  Those 
apertures  which  existed  for  want  of  glass,  I 
was  forced  to  stuff  with  part  of  my  clothes.  The 
principal  apartment,  in  which  there  was  a  sort  of 
ordinary,  or  table  d'h6te,  was  miserable,  hung 
with  cobwebs,  and  the  guests  pestered  with 
pigeons  flying  about,  which  appeared  a  rendezvous 
or  head-quarters  for  the  feathered  tribe.  From 
this  I  am  led  to  remark,  that  it  is  unaccountable 
how  a  people  of  considerable  intelligence  and 
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industry,  and  who  in  mind  are  civilized  and 
rational,  can  continue  habitually  to  endiire,  or 
rather  wallow  in  that  filth  and  abomination  in 
the  way  of  living,  which  seems  so  generally  to 
prevail  in  this  country. 

Having  delivered  my  Introductory  letters, 
among  others,  to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  many 
civilities,  I  cannot  fail  to  recollect,  with  senti- 
ments of  obligation,  Samuel  Briggs  Esq.,  the 
gentleman  I  formerly  mentioned,  who  furnished 
every  necessary  information,  and  assisted  me  in 
the  arrangements  I  had  made  for  a  journey  to 
Mount  Sinai,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Red-Sea. 
A  medical  attendant  of  the  Pacha,  accompanied 
and  pointed  out  to  me  several  places  of  interest ; 
and  particularly  the  garden  where  the  French 
general,  Kleber,  had  been  assassinated. 

This  diabolical  act,  which  occurred,  14th  June, 
1789,  was  accomplished  by  one  Solyman,  an 
Arab,  who  had  come  from  Aleppo,  and  lodged 
in  the  Great  Mosque  Eleazer,  to  watch  the 
proper  opportunity  to  strike  the  blow.  He 
accosted  the  General  in  open  day,  when  walking 
in  his  garden,  and,  under  the  mask  of  soliciting 
charity,  presented  a  petition ;  when  the  General 
was  in  the  act  of  reading  it,  the  assassin  drew 
a  dagger,  and  stabbed  him  in  four  different 
places,  when  he  fell  from  the  first  having  proved 
mortal !  Afler  committing  this  horrid  act,  Soly- 
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man  escaped  to  a  neighbouring  garden,  and  hid 
himself  in  a  "well;  and  it  would  appear,  that  such 
places,  and  pits,  were  had  recourse  to  in  an  early 
age,  as  places  of  concealment*  A  female  having 
observed  him  from  a  window,  gave  information, 
when  he  was  seized  and  brought  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  French  army,  where  he  was  tried, 
confessed  the  crime,  and  condemned  to  be  em- 
paled aUve,  after  having  his  right  hand  cut  off; 
and  which  was  carried  into  execution  four  days 
after  the  event  At  the  same  time,  three  Shieks, 
or  persons  in  authority,  who  were  understood  to 
have  been  socii  criminiSf  were  beheaded,  and 
their  bodies  burned.  It  was  further  imparted  to 
me,  that,  during  the  dreadful  punishment,  Soly- 
man  exhibited  the  most  invincible  fortitude, 
uttering  no  other  expressions,  than  moi,  moif; 
and  the  skeleton  of  this  assassin  was  sent  to 
Paris,  where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it 
in  the  Museum,  at  the  King's  Garden. 

I  afterwards  went  to  see  the  Pacha's  palace, 
in  the  country,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile ;  but 
in  consequence  of  his  ladies  being  at  the  time  in 
possession  of  it,  the  number  of  whom,  I  could 

*  **  They  went  both  of  them  quickly,  and  came  to  a  man's 
house  in  Bahurim,  with  a  well  in  his  court,  whither  they 
tvent  dbtim."— '2  Samuel,  xvii.  18. 

<<  I  have  sent  forth  thy  prisoners  out  of  the  pit^  wherein  is 
no  water/' — Zechariah,  ix.  11. 

f  Words  signifying  weUeVf  toater, 
O   3 
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not  ascertain,  admittance  was  denied  me,  though 
I  was  permitted  to  walk  over  the  gardens  and 
view  the  fountains,  when  the  slaves  in  waiting, 
presented  me  with  a  nosegay ;  an  act,  which  in 
this  country,  uniformly  conveys  a  direct  hint, 
that  some  pecuniary  gratification,  or  compens- 
ation, is  expected  in  return. 

On  the  following  day,  I  visited  the  citadel  of 
Cairo,  an  extensive  fortress,  in  which,  enor- 
mous masses  of  ruins  every  where  attract  at- 
tention. Some  of  the  new  buildings,  which  the 
Pacha  was  erecting,  made  a  handsome  appear- 
ance ;  and,  taking  the  place  altogether,  it  seemed 
more  orderly  and  better  regulated,  than  any 
other  that  I  had  yet  seen  in  Egypt^ 
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GRAND   CAIRO.  —  WELL    OF   JOSEPH.  —  AUDIENCE    OF    THE 
KAYA   BEY,   OR   MINISTER    OF   THE    PACHA. —  PALACE.—  - 

REVIEW    OF     THE   JANISSARIES. MULES. BAZARS.  — 

SLAVE   MARKET. REFLECTIONS. EYES   OF  CHILDREN.— 

POLICE. BATHS.  —  MOSQUES.  —  CHURCHES. 

After  I  had  paid  a  visit  to  the  Pacha's  foundery 
in  the  citadel,  and  seen  the  operation  of  making 
cannon,  I  was  conducted  to  what  has  been  deno- 
minated, the  well  of  Joseph.  Through  some 
strange  inadvertency,  this  extraordinary  excava- 
tion is  by  many  ascribed  to  the  Patriach  of  that 
name ;  while  others  contend,  it  was  the  work  of 
a  Mahomedan  vizier,  who  was  called  Joseph. 

This  well  is  dug  in  the  rock  to  the  depth  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  feet,  and  about  forty* 
two  in  circumference.  A  winding  stair-case 
leads  gradually  to  the  bottom,  where  oxen  are 
employed  in  turning  wheels;  by  which  a  constant 
supply  of  water  is  thrown  up  for  the  use  of  the 
citadel.  The  machinery  resembles,  in  some  degree, 
the  chain-pumps  of  a  British  man-of-war.  About 
six  hundred  earthen  pitchers  are  attached  at  cer- 
tain distances,  to  ropes,  those  descending  being 
inverted  and  empty,  and  the  ascending  upright, 

G  3 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


86  WELL    OF   JOSEPH. 

which  are  filled  with  water.  The  tomb  of  the 
vizier  is  shown  at  the  side  of  the  well  at  the 
bottom ;  over  which  a  lamp  is  kept  constantly 
burning.  The  stair-case  by  which  I  descended 
into  this  well  might  be  about  six  feet  in  width, 
the  rock  having  been  left  at  least  half  a  yard 
thick  between  tiie  passage  and  the  shaft  of  the 
well,  by  which  means,  the  steps  of  the  stairs  are 
supported,  and  holes  are  cut  through  to  admit 
light  from  the  shaft  at  convenient  distances.  The 
descent  is  easy,  each  step  being  about  six  inches 
deep  and  five  in  breadth.  Having  descended  to 
the  depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  I  turned 
into  a  large  chamber,  also  excavated,  where  the 
oxen  are  employed  to  move  the  machinery  in 
raising  the  water  from  the  lower  parts  of  the 
well,  to  the  bottom  of  the  upper  part,  from 
whence  it  is  drawn  by  another  set  of  oxen,  and 
wheels  above  to  the  top.  The  water  is  not  con- 
sidered, however,  to  be  good ;  and  a  supply  is 
brought  by  an  aqueduct  from  the  Nile,  at  Old 
Cairo,  a  short  distance  from  the  new  metropolis. 
Having  satisfied  my  curiosity  with  this  won- 
derful excavation,  which  is  not  unworthy  even 
of  the  laborious  antient  Egyptians,  I  visited 
the  government-house,  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
citadel,  a  handsome  edifice,  erected  by  the  pre- 
sent governor,  Mahomed  Ali.  Here  I  wa3 
introduced  to  the  Kaya  Bey,  who  acts  in  the 
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capacity  of  prime  minister,  attended  by  per- 
sons apparently  of  rank  and  power,  who  sat  next 
him  cross-legged,  after  the  eastern  custom,  each 
smoking  a  pipe,  and  drawing  the  right  hand- 
across  his  breast,  when  he  addressed  the  minister, 
who  was  accompanied  by  a  number  of  slaves, 
arranged  in  front,  in  th6  form  of  a  semi-circle. 
At  first  the  minister  appeared  to  me  to  as- 
sume a  high  air  of  superiority;  his  manners 
were  repulsive,  and  language  measured;  but 
ailer  entering  into  conversation  for  some  time,  he 
was  polite  and  accommodating  in  his  behaviour, 
though  greatly  inferior  to  his  master  in  this  re-^ 
spect,  and  the  questions  he  put,  were  more  of 
'  a  courteous  nature,  than  with  a  view  to  any ' 
important  information.  Although  pipes  and  to- 
bacco were  handed  to  me  by  the  attendants,  who 
previomly  took  a  few  pufis,  and  at  presenting 
bowed  and  placed  their  hands  on  the  breast ;  yet 
the  minister  did  not  confer  upon  me  what  is  con- 
sidered in  the  East  to  be  a  high  mark  of  conde- 
scension, namely,  that  of  taking  the  pipe  out  of 
his  (Wn  mouth,  and  present  it  to  me  to  smoke 
after  him,  which  may  be  held  tantamount  to 
die  sovereign  of  our  own  country  permitting  a 
subject,  on  being  presented  to  him  on  any  special 
occasion,  to  kiss  his  hand. 

I   should   observe,    that,    at   this   time,    the 
minister,  like  his  master,  at  the  audience  in  Alex- 
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andria,  was  seated  in  the  corner*  of  an  apart- 
ment, which  appears  to  be  the  place  of  honour, 
and  near  a  window,  looking  into  the  grand  square, 
so  as  to  observe  every  thing  which  occurred  there. 
He  listens  to,  and  decides  such  complaints  as 
may  be  brought  before  him,  either  in  writing  or 
viva  voce,  as  I  had  particular  occasion  to  ob- 
serve at  this  time. 

Before  departing  fit>m  the  palace,  I  was  per- 
mitted to  see  the  apartments  of  the  Pacha.  The 
principal  room,  or  hall  of  audience,  presented  a 
handsome  general  effect;  the  walls  were  sur- 
rounded with  sofas,  and  a  large  chandelier  was 
suspended  from  the  centre  of  the  ceiling.  The 
view  from  the  windows  constitutes,  however,  the 
true  magnificence  of  the  saloon.  It  commands 
the  whole  city  of  Cairo,  spread  out  with  the  lofly 
domes,  pinnacles,  and  trees,  as  if  they  were  under 
the  feet,  the  Nile,  pjirramids,  the  desert  in  the  di^^ 
rection  of  the  Red  Sea,  and,  in  short,  a  boundless 
view  of  Egypt.  Language  is  totally  inadequate 
to  describe  the  grandeur  of  that  ^  goodly  pros* 
pect  which  spread  around,''  arising  not,  perhaps^ 
so  much  fit>m  its  extent,  or  even  from  the  objects 
which  are  presented,  as  from  that  distinctness 
with  which  every  thing  is  seen  through  the  pure 
transparency  of  the  Egyptian  atmosphere. 

*  '<  So  shall  the  children  of  Israel  be  taken  out  that  dwel] 
in  Samaria,  in  the  comer  of  a  bed."— >  Amos  iii,  12, 
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I  afterwards  attended  an  inspection  of  the 
janissaries  in  the  grand  square,  some  of  whom 
were  Frenchmen  that  accompanied  Buonaparte 
to  Egypt  The  want  of  uniformity  in  the  style 
and  colour  of  their  dresses,  was  disagreeable  to 
my  eye ;  they  seemed  to  encumber  their  bodies 
and  limbs,  and  had  the  appearance  of  meanness, 
compared  with  the  neat  and  regular  effect  of 
European  uniforms.  The  band  of  music  was 
barbarous  in  the  extreme,  and  the  harsh  and 
squeaking  sounds  most  inharmonious.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  whole,  an  officer  uttered  an 
exclamation  in  a  slow  plaintive  voice,  upon  which 
each  soldier,  as  in  a  moment,  leaned  his  head  to 
the  right,  on  the  shoulder  of  his  neighbour, 
and,  after  standing  in  this  extraordinary  position 
for  a  short  time,  which  I  was  told  was  equivalent 
to  an  acknowledgment  that  their  heads  were  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Pacha,  they  were  dismissed, 
when  each  ran  off  with  extraordinary  velocity. 

The  city  of  Grand  Cairo,  though  unquestion* 
ably  very  large  and  populous,  appears  more  so 
than  almost  any  town  I  have  visited ;  yet  it  has 
none  of  that  external  magnificence,  in  buildings 
and  spacious  streets,  which  we  are  led  to  expect 
from  a  capital.  The  circumference  of  the  walls 
may  be  estimated  at  about  six  English  miles,  the 
streets  excessively  narrow,  in  truth  like  the  lanes 
in  London,  the  broadest  perhaps  exceeding  little 
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more  than  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  In  all  directions, 
especially  in  the  principal  streets,  crowds  of  per- 
sons are  on  foot  and  upon  horseback,  and  mules 
passing  along ;  and  there  is  a  constant  buzz 
and  hum.  Few  who  can  afiR)rd  to  ride,  think 
of  walking,  but  go  about  upon  mules,  stand- 
ing in  the  streets  for  hire,  the  number  of  which, 
I  was  informed,  exceeded  60,000.  From  the 
extraordinary  crowd,  and  the  narrow  streets, 
there  is  a  complete  pressure  in  getting  along, 
and  the  difficulty  is  further  increased  by  those 
mountains,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  formed 
of  cotton,  rice,  and  other  articles,  piled  up  on 
the  backs  and  sides  of  camels,  who.  appear  to 
march  forward  with  a  sort  of  pomp  and  state- 
liness,  and  clear  the  way,  smce  to  them  every 
object  must  yield. 

In  the  bazars  the  display  of  rich  merchandise 
is  most  imposing  4  and  at  no  time  have  I  seen 
such  enormous  quantities  of  the  £nest  Persian 
shawls,  some  of  which  produce  from  £Z5  to 
£500  sterling ;  and  it  was  amusing  to  perceive 
many  of  the  male  shopkeepers  actively  employed, 
during  the  intervals  of  customers,  in  tambouring 
and  embroidery. 

I  was  induced  from  curiosity  to  visit  the  slave- 
market,  which  has  been  long  established  in  this 
quarter.  Although  I  may  attempt  a  description 
of  the  objects  which  I  witnessed,  yet  no  idea 
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can  be  conveyed  of  those  painful   sensations 
which  I  experienced  on  this  particular  occasion* 
The  place  set  apart  for  this  most  scandalous 
traffic,  is  a  large  court  of  the  principal  street, 
in  the  form  of  a  quadrangle,  with  a  range  of 
apartments  around,  elevated  about  twenty  feet 
from  the  ground,  to  which  there  is  access  by 
a  staircase  at  one  end,  and  a  sort  of  platform 
or  gallery  in  front  of  the  apartments,  not  unlike 
what  we   meet  with   in  the  yards  of  inns  in 
London.     In  one  place  I  observed  a  Turkish 
woman  bargaining  for  the  purchase  of  a  young 
female,   who  was  stripped  previously,   for  the 
purpose  of  examination,  turned  round,  her  joints 
felt,  and  tongue  inspected,  and  who  was,  aJS;er 
a  deal  of  negotiation,  refused  to  be  purchased.* 
In   others    I    saw   wretched  creatures,    of  all 
ages,  up  to  fifty  years,  in  a  state  of  nudity,  and 
absolutely  huddled  together  in  hovels  like  cattle. 
At  the  door  of  a  miserable  den  sat  the  cold- 
hearted  guardian,  or  keeper  of  this  receptacle 
of  woe,    a   tyrannical  looking   fellow,    seated 
on  the  ground  cross-legged,  smoking,  who  was 
watching  for    the  arrival   of  purchasers,    and, 
having  presumed  I   had  come  to   the  market 
with  this  view,  demanded  in  a  growling  tone, 
if  I  wanted  a  boy  or  a  girl.     At  this  time 

*  **  He  that  stealeth  a  man  and  sellethy  or  if  he  be  found  in 
his  hand,  shall  surely  be  put  to  death."— Exod.  xxi.  16. 
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a  poor  helpless  child  was  turned  out;  when  I 
could  not  suppress  a  tear  at  the  incident,  and 
the  unfeeling  conduct  of  this  barbarian,  and  I 
hurried  away  from  a  scene  in  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  determine  whether  human  nature 
itself  appears  in  its  most  guilty  or  abject  form. 

This  dep6t  continues  always  well  stocked  with 
slaves  of  both  sexes,  who  arrive  in  prodigious 
numbers  in  boats  from  Nubia,  in  Upper  Egypt 
Upon  any  person  being  observed  to  enter  it, 
which  is  always  concluded  to  be  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  these  despised  creatures,  they  are  turned 
out  from  their  dens  quickly,  as  such  person  passes 
along,  when  they  are  ranked,  and  exhibited  by 
their  inhuman  keeper ;  and  such  appears  to  be 
their  own  anxiety  to  be  purchased,  so  as  to 
be  liberated  from  their  captivity,  that  there 
seemed  to  be  a  marked  rivalship  and  emulation 
among  them,  by  looks  and  motions,  which  of 
them  should  attract  most  attention.  Some  of 
them  were  completely  black,  with  an  excellent 
set  of  teeth,  were  finely  formed,  and  had  a  mere 
rag  thrown  round  part  of  the  body. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  blessing  which  a 
distinguished  individual  has  conferred  on  hu- 
manity,  by  those  indefatigable  acts  he  has  exer- 
cised  in  the  senate  to  crush  this  detestable  traffic, 
so  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  Britons,  it  is  im- 
possible  not  to  feel  a  high  degree  of  pride  at  the 
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land  which  gave  him  birth.  Is  it  not  mor- 
tifying, to  every  sentiment  of  charity  and  civiliz- 
ation, that  the  legislature  of  the  most  enlightened 
country  on  earth  has  debated  for  years,  whether 
this  accursed  trade  in  human  flesh  and  blood 
should,  or  should  not  be  abandoned,  and  still 
refrain  from  the  adoption  of  those  powerful 
measures  which  are  so  loudly  called  for  to  tear 
up  slavery  by  the  very  roots  in  our  colonies  ? 

But  not  to  enlarge  on  this  afilicting  topic,  it 
afibrds  some  consolation  to  reflect,  that,  such  is 
the  humanity  with  which  many  of  the  Turks 
treat  their  slaves,  that  it  may  be  said  in  the  slave 
market  of  Cairo,  the  misery  and  brutal  igno- 
rance of  the  Nubian  ends.  The  whip  rarely, 
if  ever,  lacerates  the  back  of  the  female  as  it 
occurs  in  our  English  colonies ;  and  the  insti- 
tutes of  the  Turkish  government  being  altogether 
of  a  military  character,  the  males  never  feel 
their  slaveiy  further  than  as  a  species  of  military 
subordination. 

Even  at  present,  it  is  not  an  unusual  custom 
of  the  Turks  to  unite  in  marriage  their  slaves  to 
their  dattgJuers.  Monsieur  Maillet  mentions, 
that  Hassan,  who,  in  his  time,  was  commander 
of  4  or  5000  men  in  Cairo,  was  the  slave  of  his 
predecessor  Kamel,  a  renowned  warrior,  who 
gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  him,  to  whom 
he  lefl,  ^t  his  death,  a  great  portion  of  his  im- 
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mense  wealth.  This  practice  is  not,  however, 
peculiar  to  the  Turks  alone,  nor  has  it  origin- 
ated in  any  of  the  precepts  of  the  Mahomedan 
religion,  for  we  find,  in  Scripture,  it  had  occurred 
among  the  Israelites,  and  it  is  not  so  stated  as  to 
imply  any  thing  extraordinary.* 

But  these  observations,  with  respect  to  the 
treatment  of  the  slaves,  apply  only  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  opulent  It  appeared  to  me,  that 
the  indigent,  who,  in  all  countries,  are  less  care- 
fill  of  their  of&pring  than  the  rich,  owing,  most 
likely,  to  feeling  the  burden  of  providing  for 
them  so  much  greater,  are,  in  this  country  woe- 
fully negligent 

No  objects  can  appear  more  distressing  and 
disgusting  than  the  children,  who  are  to  be  seen 
in  the  streets  of  this  great  city,  being  covered 
with  swarms  of  insects.  The  fly,  like  the  dog, 
appears  to  be  also  held  sacred  by  the  Egyptians, 
for  although  I  have  observed  the  eyes  of  children 
almost  shut  up  with  flies,  similar  to  bees,  en- 
compassing a  hive,  and  burrowing  in  the  comer 
of  them,  which  run  with  humour,  yet  no 
motion  whatever  is  made  on  their  part  to  keep 

*  <<  Now  Sheshan  had  no  sons,  but  daughters.  And 
Sheshan  had  a  servant^  an  Egyptian^  whose  name  was 
Jarha. 

«  And  Sheshan  gave  his  daughter  to  Jarha,  his  servant^ 
to  wife,  and  she  bare  him  Attai." — 1  Chron.  ii.  S4,  35. 
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off  the  insect,  wliich  they,  indeed,  appear  to 
be  taught  by  their  parents  to  abstain  from.  And 
in  every  other  place,  where  vermin  can  hatch, 
children  are  excoriated  to  a  most  fnghtfiil  de- 
gree. Hence,  arises  the  cause  of  the  number 
of  persons,  even  at  the  most  advanced  period  of 
life,  to  be  met  with  in  this  metropolis,  with  dis- 
eased eyes  constantly  discharging  matter.  During 
the  period  of  summer,  sore  eyes  are  almost  univer- 
sal, occasioned,  it  is  supposed,  by  the  scorching 
heats  reflected  from  the  sand  and  dust,  accompa- 
nied by  what  is  called  the  kamsyn  wind  in  Egypt. 
With  regard  to  the  regulations  of  police,  they 
are  very  commendable,  especially  for  the  security 
of  the  inhabitants  during  the  night.  The  city  is 
divided  into  wards,  which  have  gates  shut  at  a 
particular  hoiu*,  and  each  of  these  divisions  is 
watched  by  three  or  four  soldiers,  by  which 
means  robberies  are  prevented,  and  all  persons 
who  have  occasion  to  be  abroad  afler  that  time 
are  obliged  to  carry  a  light  The  great  gates, 
at  the  extremity  of  the  city,  are  closed  after  sun 
set.  Some  of  the  streets  consist  entirely  of  shops, 
or  bazars,  which  are  locked  up  at  night,  when 
the  owners  retire  to  their  private  houses.  The 
habitations  make  a  very  mean  appearance,  and 
some  of  the  lanes  are  so  very  contracted,  that  the 
windows,  projecting  from  each  side  of  the  upper 
stories,  almost  touch  each  other,  which  throws 
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around  a  great  gloom ;  but  this  is  attended  with 
one  convenience  so  far,  as  it  affords  neighbours 
an  opportunity  of  conversing  and  shaking  hands 
with  each  other,  across  the  street,  without  moving 
out  of  doors.  These  houses  are  built  with  sun- 
dried  bricks,  but  those  of  the  opulent  make  a 
better  figure,  many  of  them  being  constructed  of 
freestone  to  the  first  floor.  Several,  however, 
have  no  windows  fronting  the  street ;  but  these 
are  placed  towards  courts  at  the  back,  which  are 
adorned  with  trees  and  fountains  ;  and,  notwith- 
standing their  shabby  exterior,  many  buildings 
are  furnished  with  some  degree  of  splendor,  the 
halls  being  paved  with  marble,  the  sofas  around 
them  consisting  of  the  richest  velvets,  and  the 
floors  covered  with  superb  carpets. 

The  Hummums,  or  baths  of  Cairo,  are  very 
handsome,  but  the  mosques  are  still  more  re- 
markable, the  number  of  which  is  almost  in- 
credible. That,  however,  of  Sultan  Hassan, 
appears  to  be  the  most  simple,  and  at  the  same 
time,  stately  in  its  architecture.  There  is  another, 
said  to  have  been  antiently  a  Christian  church, 
supported  by  some  hundred  columns^  origin- 
ally collected  from  the  ruins  of  antient  edifices ; 
but  the  one  which  is  esteemed  the  noblest  pile 
in  the  city,  and  of  modem  construction  the  most 
magnificent  perhaps  in  Egypt,  is  the  Kube-el 
Azal,  the  cupola  of  the  Azaphs.     It  is  a  superb 
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room,  about  twenty  yards  square,  covered  with 
a  dome  of  very  elegant  proportions,  elevated  on 
a  base  of  sixteen  sides.  The  walls  are  pannelled 
with  the  choicest  marbles,  among  which  are 
several  beautiful  slabs  of  red  and  green  porphyry. 
A  number  of  gilded  Arabic  inscriptions  also 
adorn  and  enrich  the  walls  and  lamps,  and  glit- 
tering ornaments  are  distributed  through  the 
whole  space,  dependant  on  the  cupola. 

Here  the  Coptic  sect  of  Christians  have  many 
churches,  and  though  less  splendid  than  the 
mosques,  yet  they  are  not  without  an  air  of  some 
grandeur,  and  may  safely  be  pronounced  hand- 
somer places  of  worship  than  the  generality  of 
the  churches  in  England.  The  Jews,  also, 
have  a  synagogue,  which,  they  pretend,  has 
existed  in  its  present  state  for  1600  years, 
and  hold  out,  that  the  exact  spot  where  they 
now  read  the  law,  was  honoured  by  the  pre- 
sence of  Jeremiah  the  Prophet  I  could  not, 
however,  learn,  whether  they  still  preserved 
here  a  copy  of  the  law,  which  was  said  to  have 
been  written  by  Ezra,  who,  having  omitted,  as 
it  was  pretended,  the  name  of  Jehovah,  in 
reverence,  wherever  it  ought  to  have  occurred, 
found  all  the  vacancies  miraculously  filled  up 
the  day  after  it  was  finished. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

THS  KHALI8.  — MSTHOD  OF  IftftlOATIOH.  —  DltCRIPTIOII 
or  THS  IBLAVD  OW  ftOIDA* — THB  MIKI Aft.  —  PLACE 
WHBRB  MOSES  WAS  VOUMD.  —  PTRAMIIM.  —  SPHTNX|  Ac 
—  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  KhaliSy  or  canal  which  comes  from  the 
NUe,  near  Old  Cairo,  runs  through  the  city, 
and  into  the  country  some  distance  beyond  it. 
Near  the  mouth  of  it  there  is  a  mound  of  eartii, 
which,  when  the  Nile  rises  to  a  certain  height, 
is  broken  down  annually  with  great  rgoicing, 
and  the  water  thereby  conveyed  into  the  city,  and 
distributed  through  the  gardens  and  adjacent 
country.  Here  I  would  take  occasion  to  in- 
troduce  an  account  of  the  method  of  irrigation 
used  by  the  ancient  Egyptians,  which  I  observed 
was  still  practised,  though  in  a  less  perfect 
manner,  from  a  work  of  very  curious  research, 
and  abounding  in  many  ingenious  expositions  of 
ancient  manners  and  customs. 

"  The  overflowing  of  the  Nile,"  observes  the 
author,  "  is  the  great  source  of  the  fertility  of 
Egypt  f  but  as  the  river  could  not  of  itself  cover 
the  land|»  every  where  in  the  necessary  propor* 
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tioD,  the  inhabitants  have  cut  a  countless  number 
of  canals  and  trenches,  which  intersect  the 
country  in  all  directions.  Each  town  and  village 
has  its  canal,  from  which  smaller  rivers  open 
into  the  adjacent  fields.  Where  the  ground  is 
above  the  level  which  the  waters  commonly 
attain,  they  are  raised  to  flood  it  by  engines 
worked  by  oxen.  The  whole  surface  of  the 
country  is  formed  into  various  level  spaces, 
surrounded  with  embanked  trenches,  supplied 
by  these  feeders  with  water.  The  gardens, 
which  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  world,  are 
formed  into  little  square  beds,  with  trenches 
upon  a  small  scale,  and  the  gardeners,  when 
they  want  to  water  one  of  these  beds,  open  a 
trench,  which  immediately  furnishes  the  requisite 
supply. 

"  No  two  spectacles,**  adds  the  same  author, 
^*  can  be  more  dissimilar,  than  the  appearance  of 
Egypt  when  the  waters  are  out,  and  when  the 
Nile  has  again  returned  into  its  channel.  The 
country  in  the  former  case  appears  like  a  sea  of 
glass,  studded  with  numerous  villages^  towns^ 
turrets,  and  spires,  intermingled  with  trees, 
whose  tops  only  are  above  the  waters.  But 
when  the  Nile  has  retired  into  its  bed,  and  the 
ground  covered  with  the  young  herbage,  the 
same  proqiect  presents  an  universal  meadow, 
with  herbs  and  flocks  scattered  in  all  directions, 
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and  the  cheerful  sight  of  husbandmen  and  gar- 
deners  busy  in  the  fields  and  gardens.  The 
air  in  thea  embalmed  by  the  fragrance  of  a  pro- 
digious quantity  of  flowers  and  the-  blossoms  of 
the  fruit  trees,  and  enlivened  by  the  continual 
fluttering  and  voices  of  innumerable  birds.'' 

When  I  had  inspected  every  accessible  object 
of  curiosity,  I  set  out  to  view  the  pyramids,  at- 
tended by  an  Arab,  understood  to  be  highly  re- 
spected by  those  who  live  in  the  district  where 
these  stupendous  monuments  of  antiquity,  or 
wonders  of  the  world,  are  situated.  At  Old 
Cairo,  where  we  crossed  the  Nile,  I  landed  on 
my  passage  on  the  small  island  of  RoidOj  about 
a  mUe  in  length,  and  prettily  planted  with  syca* 
mores,  or  Pharaoh's  fig-trees,  as  they  are  some- 
times called.  On  the  southern  part  of  this  island 
is  a  square  building  containing  the  Mikias,  or 
measuring  pillar,  by  which  is  calculated  the  rise 
and  fall  of  the  waters  of  the  Nile.  This  column 
is  placed  in  a  bason,,  the  bottom  of  which  is.  on 
a  level  with  the  surface  of  the  river  when  at  the 
lowest.  From  a  court  leading  to  this  struc- 
ture, there  is  a  descent  to  the  river  by  steps, 
called  the  stairs  of  Moses,  an  idea  being  enter- 
tained that  he  was  there  discovered  by  the 
daughter  of  Pharaoh.*     As  to  the  authenticity 


*  "  And  the  daughter  of  Hiaraoh  came  down  to 
herself  at  the  river,  and  her  maidens^  walked  along  by  the 
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0f  this  opinion,  which  can  only  be  taken  in  a 
traditional  point  of  view,  I  shall  offer  no  observ- 
ation further  than  it  occurs  to  me,  since  it  was 
in  the  sequestered  comer  of  an  island  that  this 
princess  had  recourse  to  bathe,  the  objection 
which  has  been  stated  to  the  circumstance  of  im- 
mersion in  the  vicinity  of  a  populous  city  is  re- 
Aited,  and  the  argument  founded  on  any  com- 
parison with  the  absurdity  of  supposing  a  Princess 
of  our  Royal  family  in  England,  proceeding  with 
attendants  to  bathe  in  the  Thames,  opposite  the 
palace  at  Whitehall,  is  completely  removed. 
Considering,  indeed,  the  beauty  of  this  little 
island,  and  that  it  has  been  selected  by  the  con- 
querors of  Egypt  for  the  site  of  a  palace,  it  is 
not  assuming  a  great  deal  to  presume,  that  Pha^ 
raoh  might  have  had  a  palace  on  this  spot,  and 
that  his  daughter  used,  in  the  cool  of  the  morn- 
ing, with  her  maidens,  to  perform  her  religious 
lavations  in  the  consecrated  stream  of  the  Nile, 
at  this  particular  place,  when  she  discovered  the 
ark  of  bulrushes.    It  appears  to  be  perfectly 


river  side ;  and  when  she  saw  the  ark  among  the  flags,  she 
sent  her  maid  to  fetch  it. 

<<  And  when  she  had  opened  it  she  saw  the  child,  and  be- 
hold the  babe  wept.  And  she  had  compassion  on  him,  and 
said  to  the  maids,  Take  this  child  away,  and  nurse  it  for  me. 

<<  And  she  called  his  name  Moses,  and  she  said,  Becausp 
I  drew  him  out  of  the  water.'*  —  Exod.  ii.  5— 10. 
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obvious  that  the  place  where  Moses  was  laid  must 
have  been  selected  by  his  mother,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  child  attracting  the  attention  of  the 
princess,  and  thus  throwing  it  under  her  protec- 
tion; and  that  his  parent  must  have  watched 
the  time  when  it  was  supposed  she  might  have 
been  expected.  The  point,  however,  which  I 
would  humbly  contend  for,  is  chiefly  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  presumed  it  was  a  regular  prac- 
tice for  the  princess  to  bathe  daily  in  the  river, 
but  an  annual  religious  rite,  performed  with  a 
d^ree  of  pomp  and  ceremony,  and  of  which 
some  relics  may  still  be  traced,  in  the  custom  of 
the  Egyptian  virgins  proceeding  when  the  day 
begins  to  dawn,  with  songs  and  timbrels,  to  wade 
in  the  stream  on  the  first  rising  of  the  waters, 
and  to  chaimt  the  praises  of  that  Almighty  and 
Benevolent  Power  to  whom  they  owe  their  in^ 
crease. 

Being  ferried  across  to  Gaza,  we  proceeded 
along  a  flat  country,  passing  in  our  way  several 
shepherds  and  their  flocks.  Tlie  pastures  were 
most  luxuriant,  and  fields  of  beans  in  particular 
in  high  blossom,  which  to  the  eye  of  an  English- 
man, during  the  month  of  December,  wa3  a 
novel  sight,  and  embalmed  the  air  with  a  delight- 
ful fragrance.  The  habitations  of  the  natives, 
however,  were  miserable  hovels,  and  ill  corres. 
ponded,  indeed,  with  th^t  abundance  which  na- 
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tare  had  so  pro&isely  supplied  on  all  sides.  We 
were  obliged  to  pass  several  fields  covered  with 
water,  at  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile,  which  had 
still  remained,  and  were  conveyed  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  ferodous-looking  Arabs,  completely 
naked,  who,  on  perceiving  us  from  a  distance, 
ran  to  meet  us,  and  pressed  their. assistance  as 
indispensable  to  our  getting  at  the  pyramids.  We 
halted  during  the  night  at  one  of  the  most 
wretched  villages,  where  the  inhabitants  lurk  in 
dens,  such  as  we  should  set  apart  for  the  canine 
species.  I  was  accommodated  in  a  small  piece 
of  ground  at  the  back  of  one  of  them,  in 
a  sort  of  cart-house  unroofed,  where  I  reposed 
during  a  most  brilliant  starry  night. 

Next  morning  I  got  up  at  sun-rise,  and  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  great  pyramid,  about  a  couple  of 
miles  distant,  after  having  a  rencontre,  idmost 
amounting  to  a  scuffle,  with  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  most  clamorous  in  their  importunities ;  and 
a  great  competition  appeared  to  arise  among 
them,  who  should  be  offered  to  accompany  me. 

The  Pyramids  of  Egypt  have  been  so  very 
often  described,  and  at  the  present  time  engage 
in  no  ordinary  degree  the  attention  of  the  public, 
by  the  descriptions  of  Mr.  Belzoni's  researches, 
of  whom  I  had  heard  much  in  that  country,  that 
I  might  justly  incur  the  imputation  of  presump- 
tion, was  I  to  attempt  to  say  more  respecting 
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these  massy  objects,  bejond  that  powerful  im-^ 
pression  which  they  produced  on  my  own  feel- 
ings. The  oldest  historians  speak  of  these  vast 
piles,  as  the  principal  antiquities  of  all  the  ancient 
works  of  human  art  No  tradition  that  can  be 
relied  upon  extends  to  that  exact  period  in  which 
the  pyramids  were  formed,  and  therefore  all 
must  be  held  as  conjecture  respecting  their  cmi* 
struction.  Some  persons  have  been  disposed  to 
believe  they  are  relics  of  antediluvian  labour, 
that  have  withstood  the  deluge.  What  was  how- 
ever the  particular  form  of  sa^lding  used  to 
rear  such  tremendous  objects  has  always  -been  to 
me  a  particular  difficulty.  *  The  greatest  appears 
to  cover  a  base  of  eleven  acres  of  ground ;  or 
equal,  according  to  my  information,  to  the  area 
of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  in  London,  and  the  al* 
titude  may  be  nearly  about  that  of  Arthur's  Seat, 
at  Edinburgh,  nor  does  the  stupendous  edifice 
appear  less  imposing  in  its  grandeur  than  that 
lofly  mountain.  I  entered  the  recesses  of  the 
interior,  which  in  many  parts  appeared  as  if  I 

♦  Monsieur  Dupin,  speaking  of  the  mechanical  force  set 
in  action  by  ^team-engines,  gives  the  following  illustration 
of  iu  amount.  —  «  The  great  Pyramid  in  Egjpt  required  for 
its  erection  the  labour  of  100,000 men  for  tw^ntj years;  but 
if  it  were  required  again  to  raise  the  stones  from  the  quarries 
and  place  them  at  their  present  height,  the  action  of  the 
steam-engines  in  England  would  be  sufficient  to  produce 
the  effect  in  eighteen  hours  by  36,000." 
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was  climbing  up  a  chimney,  and  I  saw  all  those 
objects  which  are  usually  inspected  by  travellers. 
I  penetrated  to  the  centre  of  that  which  Mr. 
Belzoni  has  in  some  degree  rendered  a  monu- 
ment to  his  own  indefatigable  perseverance,  by 
having  discovered  a  passage  into  the  sepulchral 
chamber,  where  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  on 
one  side  of  its  walls,  <<  God  bless  our  gracious 
king,  George  the  Third;"  and,  on  the  other, 
^<  God  bless  the  Duke  of  Kent,  the  illustrious 
advocate  of  suffering  humanity." 

In  this  hall  or  chamber  there  is  a  sarcophagus 
which  was  opened  by  this  persevering  traveller ; 
and  although,  as  I  have  been  informed,  some 
who. have  visited  the  spot  have  pretended  to  have 
discovered  large  human  bones,  and  brought  them 
to  England,  yet  I  have  the  best  reason  to  believe 
no  such  r^nains  were  found  at  the  time  he 
opened  that  tomb.  *  On  this  occasion  I  was  at^ 
jiended  by  several  Arabs  from  the  village,  almost 
completely  naked,  and  holding  lights  in  their 
hands.  The  large  dark  chamber,  lighted  spar- 
ingly by  their  matches,  the  silence  of  the  qpot» 
pestilential  atmosphere,  the  figure  of  the  Arabs^ 
with  their  sparkling  eyes  and  savt^e  grins,  and  the 

*  It  appears  to  be  quite  impossible  that  this  heavy  object 
was  carried  up  to  *the  chamber  by  entries  to  the  pyramid, 
but  must  have  been  set  down  on  the  spot,  at  the  period  that 
«uch  a  vast  edifice  was  erected. 
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whole  of  us  who  entered  the  place  being  covered 
with  dust,  rendered  the  scene  truly  terrific 

It  has  been  maintained  by  many  that  these 
pyramids  are  nearly  soUd ;  but  this  must  be  a 
mere  conjecture,  since  there  is  no  other  ground 
for  this  idea  but  their  striking  external  appear- 
ance. It  is,  however,  for  what  particular  pur- 
pose these  prodigious  structures  have  been 
erected,  which  has  occasioned  so  much  spe- 
culation from  the  learned.  Herodotus  gives 
something  like  a  history  of  them ;  but  it  can 
only  be  considered  as  tradition,  unworthy  of  that 
confidence  which  is  due  to  an  authentic  account 
That  these  were  monumental  cannot  be  de- 
nied; but  perhaps  they  were  only  so  in  the 
same  manner  as  our  cathedrals  are,  and  may  in 
reality  have  been  temples,  in  which  venerated 
ashes  were  deposited,  and  not  altogether  founded 
expressly  for  those  kings  to  which  they  are 
ascribed.  I  am,  however,  led  to  think  that  if 
these  vast  buildings  had  existed  in  the  days  of 
Moses,  they  would  either  have  been  mentioned 
or  described  by  him ;  and  it  is  certainly  a  curious 
circumstance  that  no  notice  has  been  taken  of 
them,  at  least  previous  to  the  time  of  Solomon, 
although  a  very  intimate  intercourse  iqppears  to 
have  existed  between  the  Egyptians  and  the 
Israelites  from  the  period  of  their  emigration. 

I  did  not  ascend  the  pyramids,  nor  did  my 
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curiosity  lead  me  to  explcs'e  the  catacombs  or 
mummy  pits,   but  I  went  to  see  the  sphins; 
about  forty  feet  in  height,  which  is  situated  a  short 
walk  distant  from  the  second  pyramid.    Thii^  is, 
undoubtedly,  a  very  striking  relic  of  ancient  art, 
being  formed  of  rock,  which  stands  by  itself  in  the 
Desert.     Indeed,  the  basis  of  the  pyramids  them- 
selves appear  to  have  been  partly  formed  by  an 
incorporation  with  the  living  rock.     Nothing  is 
more  astonishing  about  this  colossus  than  its  size; 
for  although  the  expression  of  the  countenance 
is  that  of  a  disposition  mild  and  pleasant,  yet  it 
is  but  a  very  rude  piece  of  sculpture,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  so  considerably  injured  by  the 
ravages  of  time,  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  if  the 
countenance  resembles  that  of  the  male  or  fe- 
male.    Neither  the  whole  length  of  this  object, 
or,  indeed,  that  of  the  pyramids,  stupendous  as 
they  are  in  themselves,  are  to  be  seen,  for  much 
of  these  are  under  ground,  in  consequence  of 
the  drifting  of  the  sand  about  them.     Near  to 
the  sphinx   excavations  appear  to  have  been 
made ;  and,  from  fragments  thrown  up,  I  should 
be  led  to  think  there  must  have  been  buildings 
of  some  extent.   Much,  indeed,  lies  buried  under 
this  vast  sandy  desert,    which   never  will   be 
laid  open  perhaps  in  any  age  to  the  eye  of  man. 
Having  satisfied  myself  with  a  cursory  inspec- 
tion of  these  justly  esteemed  "  wonders  of  the 
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world* /•  I  returned  to  the  village  where  I  had 
passed  the  night,  and  after  taking  some  refresh- 
ment, mounted  my  mule,  and  reached  Grand 
Cairo,  about  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

*  *<  The  tapering  ^)^/xmM^  the  EgyptianB*  pride^ 
And  toonder  of  the  •morld^  whose  spikj  top 
Has  wx>unded  the  thick  cloud,  and  long  outlived 
The  angij  shaking  of  the  winter's  storm ; 
Yet  spent,  at  Uutj  by  the  injuries  of  heaven, 
Shattered  with  age,  and  furrowed  o'er  with  years, 
The  mystic  cone,  with  hieroglyphics  crusted, 

At  once  gives  way." 

Blaib* 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

CURIOUS  MODS  or  HATCHINO  CHICKKK8.  ^  MARRIAOB  FRO- 
CB88IOM.  —  BUILDING  OF  CAIRO. — DB8CBNDING  THB  OTHBR 
BRANCH  OB   THB   NILB.  —  CAVALRY.  —  CONSTRUCTION  OB 

PA88AGB-BOAT. —  TOWN   OB   DAMIETTA. ENGLISH    AND 

FRENCH  CONSULS.  —  AUTHOR  ASSUMES  THE   TURKISH  COS- 
.   TUMB.-~INTBRyiBW  WITH  GOVERNOR. —  HELIOPOLI8. 

Having  heard  of  a  process  carried  on  in  the 
city  of  Cairo  respecting  the  hatching  of  chickens 
by  artificial  heat  in  ovens,  an  art  for  which  it  is 
understood  the  Egyptians  have  long  been  cele- 
brated, I  proceeded  to  Alsaba  in  the  vicinity  to 
see  this  curious  operation. 

Unfortvmately,  at  this  particular  time,  none  of 
the  ovens  were  heated,  arising  from  the  enor- 
mous number  of  eggs,  probably  from  five  to  ten 
thousand,  not  having  been  collected.  It  is  said 
to  be  only  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  particular  artj  but  I  did 
not  perceive  they  made  any  kind  of  secret  of  the 
process,  or  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my 
being  admitted  to  the  place  where  the  plan  is 
gone  into.  I  found,  on  the  contrary,  a  perfect 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  person  who  superin- 
tended it,  to  explain  every  thing  necessary,  which 
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he  did  through  the  means  of  my  interpreter ;  at 
the  same  time  I  regretted  nothing  more  than 
that  I  did  not  see  this  interesting  process  actually 
carried  on. 

The  season  which  I  understood  to  be  set 
apart  for  that  purpose,  was  from  the  month  of 
January  to  April,  which  may  be  cmisidered  siun- 
mer  months  in  Egypt.  Hie  skill  required  con- 
sists  principally  in  supplying  the  just  and  requi- 
site degree  of  heat  The  first  rule  is  never  to 
allow  the  eggs  to  be  warmer  than  the  human 
eye,  when  they  are  laid  upon  it,  can  endure 
without  pain.  It  is  singular .  that  thunder-storms 
occasion  the  eggs  to  miscarry  ;  and  the  chickens 
batched  by  this  curious  mode  are  often  defective 
in  some  of  their  members. 

I  examined  the  construction  of  these  ovens. 
They  are  built  under  ground,  in  a  coupie  of 
rooms  fronting  each  other,  five  or  six  in  a  row, 
with  a  narrow  entry  or  passage  between  them. 
The  ovens  may  be  about  three  or  four  feet  in 
height,  with  holes  at  the  top,  which  are  shut  or 
opened,  according  as  the  heat  required  to  be 
increased  or  diminished.  These  are  warmed 
with  a  smothering  fire  of  muks  manure  and 
chipped  straw,  for  about  ten  days,  at  which 
period  the  eggs  are  shifted  from  the  lower, 
where  they  had  been  previously  laid  in  heaps, 
and  spread  in  the  upper,  which  are  turned  daily,- 
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and  a  very  slow  fire  kept,  in  a  channel  wbidi 
runs  along  the  avenue  near  the  mouths  of  the 
oven.  About  the  twenty-second  day  the  oper- 
ation is  accomplished,  when  the  chickens  break 
the  shell ;  and  I  was  told  that  nothing  was  more 
amusing  than  the  interesting  spectacle  which  the 
ovens  tiien  exhibit.  This  plan,  from  which  such 
benefit  is  experienced,  and  within  so  short  a  space 
of  time,  does  not  escape  the  eye  of  the  pacha, 
as  he  comes  in  for  a  tithing  of  the  produce ;  but 
to  what  this  amounted  I  could  not  exactly  leanw 
Doubts  have  been  entertained  if  such  a  mode 
would  be  successfid  in  any  other  country,  as  it 
is  conceived  there  is  exclusively  something  fa- 
vourable to  it  in  the  climate  of  Egypt.  I  had, 
however,  occasion  to  know,  that  in  many  other 
latitudes  it  has  been  tried  and  found  unsuccessful ; 
although,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  been  inform- 
ed, the  experiment  was  made  in  Italy,  and  also 
by  one  of  the  Buonapartes,  when  at  Hesse  Cassd, 
in  Germany,  and  that  success  had  attended  it. 

In  returning  from  Alsaba,  highly  entertained 
with  this  novum  opus,  I  happened,  in  gmng 
along  the  principal  street  of  Cairo,  to  meet  a 
most  amusing  procession  on  occasicm  of  a  mar* 
riage,  which  would  have  excited  the  risible 
muscles  of  the  gravest  individual.  The  bride,^ 
quite  a  girl,  was  conducted  under  a  paltiy  canopy, 
supported  by  four  pc^es,  with  her  ftce  completely 
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veiled,  and  her  person  adorned  with  rude  finer^r^ 
or  shabby  grandeur.  Two  matrons  of  a  well- 
sized  corpulency,  walked  by  her,  one  on  each  side* 
They  were  preceded  by  a  band  of  discordant 
musicians,  followed  by  another  equally  inharmo- 
nious, and  fantastically  dressed,  and  accompanied 
by  a  multitude  of  people.  A  spectacle  more 
highly  ludicrous,  could  not  be  figured,  even  at 
Bartholomew  Fair,  in  London ;  nevertheless  it 
was  exhilarating,  and  enabled  me  to  compare  the 
customs  of  the  East  with  those  of  other  countries, 
on  occasion  of  marriage. 

I  was  at  Grand  Cairo  on  Christmas  day, 
which  was  observed  in  the  Christian  churchea 
with  great  solemnity^  The  Catholics  entertain 
m  opinion,  that  it  was  here  Joseph  and  Mary 
brought  our  Saviour  when  they  had  escaped  from 
the  persecution  of  Herod* ;  but  this  tradition, 
similar  to  many  others,  both  of  the  Greek  and 
Roman  churches,  does  not  appear  to  be  properly 
authenticated. 

In  the  fifteenth  century,  Cairo  was  generally 
considered  one  of  the  most  flourishing  capitals  in 
the  world ;  but  the  discovery  of  the  passage  to 
India,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  changed  the 
direction  of ,  that  stream  of  commerce  which 
formerly  flowed  through  Egypt,  since  which 
period  it  may  be  held  to  have  declined.     At  the 

♦  "  Out  of  Egi^t  have  I  called  my  son."—  Matt.  li.  15- 
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same  time,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  it  possesses 
such  geographical  advantages,  in  point  of  situ- 
ation, and  is  surrounded  by  a  country  of  such 
inexhaustible  fertility,  that,  with  a  very  slight 
share  of  protection,  it  must  continue  a  great  em- 
porium. Mahomet  Ali,  the  present  Governor 
of  Egypt,  is  well  aware  of  its  high  importance. 
He  gives  liberal  encouragement  topeople  of  every 
nation  to  take  up  their  residence  there,  and  in- 
troduces, through  their  means,  arts  and  manu- 
factures in  all  shapes :  in  short,  this  indefatigable 
man  is  constantly  occupied  with  schemes,  cal- 
culated to  promote  commerce  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  people. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  proceeded  along 
the  track  of  the  Israelites,  to  the  Red  Sea,  and 
visited  that  interesting  spot  Mount  Sinai^  on  the 
other  side  of  it,  where  the  Law  was  proclaimed  * 
amidst  the  thunders  of  the  Almighty.  I  cannot 
describe,  however,  the   mortification   I   experi- 

*  God,  from  the  Mount  of  Sinai,  whose  grey  top 
Shall  tremble,  he  descending,  will  himself 
In  thunder,  lightning,  and  loud  trumpets'  sound, 
Ordain  them  laws,  part  such  as  appertain 
To  civil  justice,  part  religious  rites 
Of  sacrifice,  informing  them  by  types 
And  shadows  of  that  destin'd  seed  to  bruise 
The  serpent,  by  what  means  he  shall  achieve 
Mankind's  deliverance. 

Paradise  Lost,  Book  XII^ 
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enced  in  being  dissuaded  from  the  enterprize  on 
account  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  advanced  state  of  the  season,  during  which 
the  unwholesome  nocturnal  dews  fall  so  copi- 
ously,  and  was  assured,  that  I  could  not  expect 
to  perform  the  journey  in  less  than  six  succes- 
sive days,  by  which,  I  should  have  been  ex- 
posed  in  the  desert  without  shelter  as  many 
nights ;  and  besides,  I  had,  unfortunately,  not 
been  provided  with  proper  camp  equipage  to 
repose  in.  I  accordingly,  though  with  reluc- 
tance, gave  up  the  journey;  and  having  on  Satur- 
day, the  26th  of  December,  engaged  my  passage 
in  a  vessel  going  to  Damietta,  with  stones 
on  board,  I  bade  adieu  to  my  friends  at  Cairo, 
and  directed    my   course    towards    the    holy 

LAND. 

In  descending  the  Nile,  we  anchored  during 
the  night  at  the  village  of  Zifte^  where  I  observed 
a  regiment  of  horse,  encamped  on  the  banks. 
The  following  morning  presented  a  spectacle 
beautiful  and  luxuriant.  The  cavalry  made  a 
splendid  appearance,  and  the  whole  face  of  the 
country  was  clothed  with  the  richest  herbage  of 
spring.  The  shepherds,  as  they  drove  forth 
their  flocks,  followed  them  merrily  playing  on 
pipes,  and  the  scene  around  exhibited  the 
mingled  ensigns  of  that  pastoral  life,  w^hich  has 
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been  so  peculiar  to  those  regions  from  the 
earliest  periods,  ojt*  history. 

Very  different  indeed  was  my  situation,  in 
point  of  comibrt,  in  descending^  to  that  I  had 
experienced  in  ascending  the  Nile*  The  vessel 
was  sadly  infested  with  vermin  of  every  kind, 
and  the  rats  plundered  my  provisions,  laying 
hold  of,  to  my  disappcuntment,  an  entire  fowl, 
that  I  had  particularly  set  apart  for  dinner. 
The  passengers  were  numerous,  filthy,  and 
stowed  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  avoiding  their  touch,  apprehensive 
of  the  plague,  which  I  had  always  dreaded, 
knowing  the  horrors  of  that  ikerrible  pestilence, 
and  which  is  communicated  in  this  way,  how- 
ever-slight the  motion  is  made. 

I  formerly  adverted  to  the  plague  with  which 
Egypt  was  visited,  so  frightful  a  scourge  to 
mankind  in  the  East.  A  traveller  cannot 
exercise  too  much  caution  in  avoiding  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  natives.  Some  have  been 
led  to  suppose  it  is  communicated  by  the  air, 
while  others  are  of  opinion  it  is  propagated  by 
swarms  of  injects,  brought  with  the  wind ;  but 
the  true  cause  of  it,  which  has  baffled  the  skill 
of  the  most  eminent  medical  characters,  is 
^believed  to  be  exti'emely  difficult  to  account  for 
iaccurately.  This  frightful  visitation  usually  com- 
mences with  shivering,  vomiting,  violent  ^ver, 
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and  pains  sibout  the  heart,  and  often  makes  its 
appearance  in  boils  and  spots  of  different  colours. 
Rrobably,  such  an  evil  may  have  existed  at  a  very 
early  time,  and  which,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
receives  countenance  from  the  Book  of  inspir- 
ation.*  In  some  years,  thousands  are  swept 
off  by  it  in  Grand  Cairo,  especially  during  the 
summer  season,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  Mahomedans  ridicule  the  idea  of  using  pre- 
cautions against  it,  or  administering  any  thing, 
in  the  way  of  ciure,  after  infection,  under  a 
conviction  that  as  God  had  predetermined  the 
period  of  the  death  of  man,  the  most  perfect 
submission  to  his  will  should  be  manifested  by 
those  who  are  visited  with  it  This  dreadful 
calamity  always  keeps  the  traveller  in  a  state-of 
alarm,  and  throws  a  gloom  over  his  journey. 

In  examining  the  construction  of  the  bark,  I 
was  struck  with  its  width  and  fitness  for  the  trade 
it  was  engaged  in,  and  the  navigation  it  was 
destined  to  perform.  It  appeared  to  be  precisely 
that  sort  of  bark  best  calculated  for  river  em- 
ployment, and  which  might  perhaps  be  more 
properly  described  as  a  raft.  In  the  first  place, 
it  was  fiat  in  the  bottom,  broad  in  the  beam, 

*  **  And  Isaiah  said.  Take  a  lump  of  figs,  and  they  took 
and  laid  it  on  the  boil,  and  he  recovered." — 2  Kings  xx.  7. 

**  ItjBeemeth  to  me  there  is  as  it  were  Ae  plague  in  thy 
house/' —  LeTit.  xiv.  35. 
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chest  sided,  and  in  the  smallest  deptli  of  water 
carried  the  largest  possible  burthen  that  the  ma- 
terials of  which  it  was  constructed  could  bear. 

About  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday,  the  28th  of 
November,  we  reached  DamtettOj  and  immedi- 
ately on  our  arrival,  Mr.  Serur,  the  English  con- 
sul, sent  his  dragoman  on  board,  to  invite  me  to 
his  house,  to  which  I  proceeded.  He  was  a 
youth  of  about  twenty,  by  birth  a  Greek,  and 
spoke  the  Arabic,  Turkish,  and  Italian  languages, 
though  he  did  not  understand  those  of  the  English 
or  French ;  and  being  considered  as  a  person  of 
opulence,  that  circumstance,  in  connection  with 
his  ofiScial  situation,  commanded  him  great  re- 
spect ;  and  in  his  own  eyes  he  appeared  a  person 
of  consequence,  from  the  air  of  superiority  he 
assumed. 

After  dinner  we  retired  to  a  saloon,  and, 
after  washing  our  hands,  mounted  a  large  sofa, 
where  we  sat  cross-legged,  and  pipes  and  coffee 
were  handed.  In  the  view  of  conveying  a 
compliment,  Mr.  Serur,  after  smoking  his  own 
pipe  for  a  few  minutes  presented  it  to  me  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  indeed  was  so  urgent,  that 
he  had  nearly  put  it  into  my  mouth ;  but  this 
mark  of  Oriental  politeness,  so  opposite  to 
every  idea  I  had  entertained  of  cleanliness  and 
comfort,  I  begged  to  decline,  and  as  he  ap- 
peared  displeased,    and.  attributed  the   refusal 
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to  rudeness,  I  informed  him  this  was  not  the 
practice  observed  by  English  smokers,  however 
elevated  in  rank.  Some  of  these  pipes  may  be 
six  feet  in  length,  are  strong  and  straight,  and 
made  of  the  cherry-tree.  The  "  bowl"  is  gilded, 
and  the  "  mouth-piece*'  of  amber,  which  is  con- 
sidered as  an  antidote  to  the  communication  of 
disease,  and  many  of  them  are  ornamented  about 
the  mouth  at  an  enormous  expence.  In  short,  the 
pipes  as  well  as  horses  are  perfect  idols  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  East.  The  consul  was  in  the 
highest  glee,  at  the  time  I  was  under  his  roof,  from 
being  on  the  eve  of  marriage  with  the  daughter  of 
a  native  of  Sidon,  who  was  there  at  the  time,  to 
whom  he  introduced  me>  and  he  had,  agreeable  to 
the  practice  of  the  country,  been  obliged  to  court 
the  father  to  obtain  the  daughter.  The  bride,  in- 
deed, is  rarely  seen  till  the  nuptial  knot  is  tied. 
The  practice  of  searching  for  wives,  in  this  mode, 
by  those  who  desire  to  be  united  in  wedlock,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  observed  in  the  very  earliest 
age.* 

Having  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  French 
consul,  a  Greek  by  birth,  I  waited  on  him,  and 

♦  "  Thou  shalt  go  unto  ray  country  and  my  kindred,  and 
take  a  toife  unto  my  son  Isaac.  Perad venture  the  woman  wiU 
not  be  willing  to  JbUox»  me;  must  I  needs  bring  thy  son  again 
unto  the  land  from  whence  thou  earnest  ?  And  Abraham 
said,  Beware  that  thou  bring  not  my  son."  —  Genesis 
xxiv.  4—6. 
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found  him  an  unwieldy  personage,  ill  calculated 
•*  for  velocity  of  motion/'  and  exhibiting  a 
pomposity  of  deportment  which  corresponded 
with  that  magnitude.  I  was  received  with  po- 
liteness, and  conducted  to  his  house  and  garden, 
which  I  found  to  be  the  best  in  town,  where  he 
is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  consequential 
characters.  After  leaving  his  house,  accom- 
panied by  his  clerk,  a  Frenchman,  I  apologised 
for  my  omission,  in  not  paying  a  compliment  by 
enquiring  of  the  consul  afler  the  health  of  his 
wife  ;  and  was  on  the  point  of  turning  back  to 
express  myself  to  this  purpose  to  the  Consul, 
when  I  was  told  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance 
I  had  not,  since,  so  far  from  being  received  in 
a  complimentary  point  of  view,  it  would  have 
been  considered  as  an  insult,  and  ^*  equivalent 
to  spitting  in  the  face  of  the  Consul  V* 

Wives,  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  appear  to 
be  in  a  complete  state  of  captivity.  They  are 
slaves  to  their  husbands,  and  allowed  to  see  no 
other  persons  at  home  than  their  families  or  rela- 
tions, and  when  they  do  appear  in  the  streets, 
their  faces  are  completely  veiled. 

I  was  presented  to  Kassan  Aga,  the  Governor 
of  Damietta,  by  the  English  Consul,  and  went 
in  a  kind  of  procession  to  the  audience  appointed, 
when  I  was  treated  with  that  solemn  urbanity  so 
peculiar  to  the  Ottomans.     He  was  a  venerable 
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character,  about  seventy  years  of  age,  with  st 
countenance  expressive  of  much  serenity  and 
wisdom.  I  was  conducted  to  a  cushion  spread 
on  the  ground),  and  honoured  to  sit  next  to 
him;  we  sat  cross-legged,  the  slaves  handing 
us  pipes  and  tobacco ;  when,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  I  discovered  him  to  be  of  a  liberal 
mind.  He  shewed  me  particular  attention,  and 
asked  a  number  of  important  questions  on  dif* 
ferent  subjects  of  a  political  and  commercial 
nature,  respecting  Great  Britain. 

In  going  along  the  streets,  I  happened  to  look 
into  a  miserable  apartment,  dignified  with  the 
high  appellation  of  an  academy,  which  exhibited 
much  the  same  scene  as  that  I  had  witnessed  at 
Rosetta.  In  the  back  ground  there  was  a  group 
of  boys,  almost  in  a  perfect  state  of  nudity,  who 
were  engaged  in  the  operation  of  making  baskets, 
while  in  the  front,  a  poor  ragged  schoolmaster 
was  endeavouring  to  teach  about  a  dozen  youths 
to  read.  It  is  truly  deplorable  to  think,  that 
such  is  the  miserable  appearance  of  the  general 
state  of  the  population  of  this  country,  that  it 
inspires  a  Briton  with  that  sort  of  aversion  which 
prevents  the  mind  from  applying  to  them  those 
epithets  of  charity  and  compassion  which  their 
sad  seclusion  seems  to  call  for. 

Diu^ing  the  time  I  was  obliged  to  pass  in  Da- 
mietta,  I  was  pretty  comfortable,  as  the  English 
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Consul  not  only  entertained  me  with  great  hos* 
pitality,  but  used  all  his  exertions  in  contributing 
to  make  the  day  pass  cheerfully,  both  by  inviting 
tompany  to  his  house,  riding  about,  and  intro- 
ducing me  to  his  acquaintances,  not  omitting  to 
exhibit  the  differentdonations  of  fire-arms,  sabres, 
and  other  articles,  which  he  had  received  from 
travellers,  thus  conveying  a  pretty  broad  hint, 
he  expected  that  in  my  turn  I  should  present 
some  gratification,  and  which  I  promised  to  do 
on  returning  to  England,  when  I  transmitted  to 
him  a  present  accordingly,  of  which  he  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  by  letter. 

Damietta  is  a  place  of  some  trade  and  extent ; 
but, .  although  I  was  prepared  to  expect,  from 
what  I  had  been  told,  that  the  Ottoman  inhabit- 
ants had  a  prejudice  against  Europeans,  which 
discovered  itself  in  various  insults  offered  them, 
yet  I  own  I  did  not  find  this  verified  in  a  single 
instance,  in  so  far  as  regarded  myself.  The 
town  is  situated  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Nile, 
and  on  the  very  edge  of  it,  about  four  miles 
distant  from  the  sea,  and  has  only  one  principal 
street  In  its  general  appearance  it  is  similar  to 
other  Turkish  towns,  as  the  view,  especially  from 
some  distance,  is  imposing,  but  internally  it  is 
abominable.  The  back  part  of  the  houses  and 
gardens  are  towards  the  Nile,  and  approach  a 
good  deal  to  what  we  observe  in  the  mean  parts 
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of  Wappingjin  front  of  the  Thames.  The  stieets 
are  narrow  and  winding ;  the  houses  mean ; 
booths  and  bazars  wretched,  and  many  miser- 
able objects  to  be  met  with  in  going  along.  A 
deal  of  bustle  is  to  be  met  with  on  the  quays, 
especially  in  shipping  bags  of  rice,  which  I  saw 
piled  up  in  small  hills  about  the  town.  About 
a  couple  of  miles  from  it  is  the  lake  of  Mensaleh, 
between  thirty  and  forty  miles  in  breadth,  which 

1  visited  with  the  Consul. 

Here  I  was  advised  to  abandon  tlie  dress  of 
the  Christian,  and  assume  the  costume  of  the 
Turk,  under  an  assurance  that  it  would  be  the 
means  of  protecting  me  from  insult,  and  afford 
greater  facility  in  traveUing ;  I  accordingly 
procured  such  a  dress,  bound  a  handkerchief 
round  my  head  to  form  a  turban*  apd  remained 
some  time,  in  order  to  allow  my  beard  to  grow, 
which  conveys  a  kind  of  authority,  and  so  as  to 
conform  in  every  respect  to  a  Mahomedan  figure, 
the  shaving  of  the  beard  being  held  as  a  dis- 
grace, t 

In  descending  tlie  Nile  from  Grand  Cairo, 
such  is  the  state  of  dilapidation  into  which  every 
tiling  has  fallen,  not  only  by  the  hands  of  bar- 
barians, but  the  ravages  of  time,  that  I  am  fully 

♦  "  Bind  it  as  a  crown  to  me." — Job,  xxxi.  36. 

f  "  Tarri/  at  Jericho   until  your  beards  be  grown." — 

2  Samuel,  x.  5. 
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aware  I  had  passed  many  interesting  spots,  with^ 
out  being  able  to  trace  any  vestiges  of  their 
ancient  consideration.  On  inspecting  the  memo- 
randa of  the  objects  which  I  had  expected  to 
see,  I  found  that  a  little  above  where  the  Rosetta 
and  Damietta  branches  of  the  Nile  separate,  I 
had  passed  Matterea,  the  ruins  of  Heliopolis, 
considered  the  On  of  the  Scriptures*,  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  ancient  cities  in  the  world.  It 
was  chiefly  distinguished  for  a  magnificent  temple, 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  sun^  or  as  we 
might  more  charitably  say,  to  the  study  of  as- 
tronomy, since  the  priests  were  considered  the 
most  famous  in  Egypt  for  their  astronomical  ob- 
servations, and  the  first  who  had  found  the  year 
to  consist  of  365  days.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  country  around  this  place  is  the  land  of 
Goshen  or  Rameses,  which  the  children  of  Israel 
inhabited,  and  Grand  Cairo  the  head-quarters» 
or  rendezvous,  previous  to  their  setting  out  for 
the  Land  of  Promise. 

Here  I  was  gratified  to  find,' as  a  further  proof 
of  the  enlightened  mind  and  energy  of  character 

*  <<  And  Pharaoh  called  Joseph's  name  Zapthneth-paa- 
neah;  and  he  gave  him  to  wife  Asenath,  the  daughter  of  Poti- 
pherah,  priest  of  On.  And  Joseph  went  over  all  the  land  of 
Egypt, 

"  And  unto  Joseph  were  bom  two  sons,  before  the  years  of 
famine  came,  which  Asenath,  the  daughter  of  Potipherah,  - 
priest  of  On,  bare  to  him." — Genesis,  xli.  45-  50. 
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possessed  by  Mahomed  Ali,  that  he  had  written 
to  Mr.  Briggs  for  scientific  and  practical  persons, 
to  explore  and  work  for  minerals  in  Egypt  and 
Nubia ;  in  consequence  of  which,  gentlemen  of 
abilities  and  experience  had  departed  from  Eng- 
land, and  from  a  prosecution  of  such  an  under- 
taking most  beneficial  efiects  may  be  expected. 
And  further,  as  a  laudable  trait  in  the  character 
of  the  Pacha,  he  had,  upon  application  from  the 
parents  of  certain-persons  in  his  service,  selected 
several  of  their  children,  and  sent  them  to 
England,  Italy,  and  other  countries,  in  the  view 
of  receiving  proper  education;  who,  on  their 
return  to  Egypt,  will  be  enabled  to  impart  to 
their  countrymen  all  those  advantages  that  such 
an  important  object  holds  out 
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CHAP.  IX. 

ZOAN.  —  christians'   DEFEAT  IN   THE   HOLY  WAR.  —  CIVI' 

LITIBS    AT    USEE. WRETCHED   STATE   OE  THE   PLACE. 

BANKRUPT  PUOITI VS.  —  VOYAGE   TO   JOPPA.  —  ARRIVAL. 
— CONVENT. —  ENGLISH  CONSUL. —  DINNER  OF  THE  MONKS. 

In  descending  the  Nile,  I  had  passed  also  on 
the  West  a  considerable  town,  called  Mansura^ 
which  is  conjectured  to  have  been  the  Zoan 
alluded  to  in  the  sacred  volume.  * 

It  was  in  this  city,  during  the  Holy  War,  that  the 
Christians  were  more  than  once  defeated,  when, 
at  the  first  contest,  the  Earl  of  Artois  was 
drowned  in  the  river,  and  the  Earl  of  Salisbury 
died  bravely  fighting  on  his  knees,  like  the  re- 
nowned Wetherington,  mentioned  in  the  Ballad 
of  Chevy  Chace.  At  their  jidtimate  overthrow, 
Lewis  IX.  was  taken  prisoner;  on  which  oc- 
casion the  town  of  Damietta  was  surrendered  as 
part  of  his  ransom. 

*  <<  Now  Hebron  was  built  seven  years  before  Zoan  in 
Egypt.**    Numbers,  xiii.  22. 

'<  Marvellous  things  did  he  in  the  sight  of  their  fathers,  in 
the  land  of  Egypt,  in  thejield  of  Zoan.**—  Psalm  Ixxviii.  12. 
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I  sailed  down  to  Usbe,  one  mile  distant  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  in  expectation  of  meeting 
a  vessel  destined  for  Joppa ;  but  the  water  being 
so  low,  it  was  found  impracticable  for  any  to 
pass  the  ban  This  very  frequently  occurs  when 
the  wind  blows  strong,  which  throws  up  a  bank 
of  sand,  called  the  Bogaz,  and  may  occasion 
an  interruption  sometimes  of  weeks.  Nothing 
could  be  more  tantalizing  tlian  the  situation  in 
which  I  was  placed  for  ten  days  by  this  circum- 
stance, and  the  constant  heavy  rains  which  had 
fallen  in  this  miserable  village,  composed  of  huts 
built  of  mud. 

Mr.  Mirza,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
custom-house,  I  had  met  with  at  the  table  of 
the  English  Consul  at  Damietta ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  slight  knowledge,  he  offered  every 
facility  in  his  power  to  the  passing  of  my  bag- 
gage, and  was  civil  in  his  attentions.  I  met  here 
two  merchants,  brothers,  from  Grand  Caii-o, 
who  were  quitting  Egypt  under  very  peculiar 
circumstances.  One  of  these  men  had  been  in 
a  flourishing  business  at  Cairo  j  but  having  be- 
come bankrupt  for  a  large  sum,  and  incurred  tiie 
high  displeasure  of  the  Pacha,  who  had  himsdf 
been  involved  as  a  creditor  to  a  great  amount, 
he  ordered  the  bankrupt  to  quit  the  country 
under  the  pain  of  having  his  head  struck  off!  It 
would  appear,  therefore,  considering  the  great 
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respectability,  good  sense,  and  justice  of  the 
Pacha,  there  had  been  something  approaching 
to  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  insolvent.  He,  how- 
ever,  appeared  to  be  loaded  with  every  comfort 
in  the  way  of  provisions ;  wines,  liquors,  and 
rich  articles  of  dress;  his  baggage  was  enor- 
mously weighty;  and  he  often  displayed  his. 
purses  of  gold.  His  costume  was  superb,  watch 
and  rings  brilliant,  and  his  pipe,  that  darling 
object  of  the  Turks,  splendidly  mounted;  in 
short,  every  thing  appeared  to  indicate,  that  he 
was  a  person  far  above  the  common  rank.  The 
fugitive  drank  copiously,  smoked,  played  at 
cards,  hunted,  sung,  and  appeared  gay  as  a  lark, 
notwithstanding  the  axe  was  actually  hanging 
over  his  head,  so  long  as  he  remained  in  the 
country.  Occasionally,  when  the  wind  was 
high,  he  appeared  in  great  agitation,  as  it  will 
be  observed,  that  the  limited  period  under  which 
he  was  allowed  to  quit  Egypt  had  sometime 
elapsed.  When  he  heard  the  little  bustle  oc- 
casioned by  the  arrival  of  myself  and  servants, 
he  was  apprehensive  that  /  had  been  the  bearer 
of  a  special  order  from  the  Pacha  to  decapitate 
him !  When  walking  out  he  was  literally  circum- 
spect, since  he  was  constantly  looking  about  him, 
and  at  every  step  thought  there  was  "  something 
purring  at  his  heels,**  apprehensive  he  should 
discover  soldiers  of  the  Pacha,  marching  towards 
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the  place  with  an  order  for  his  immediate  exe- 
cution. Though  the  manners  of  this  person 
were  plausible,  yet  I  own  I  did  not  like  the  first 
impression  they  created,  as  I  conceived  from  a 
study  of  his  eye,  that  great  index  of  the 
mind,  it  conveyed  a  peculiar  degree  of  cunning. 
He  was,  however,  intelligent  and  polite,  spoke 
fluently  the  French  and  Italian  languages,  and 
imparted  to  me  much  interesting  information. 

I  cannot  enter  into  an  explanation  of  those 
painful  sensations  which  I  experienced,  from 
lingering  here  during  stormy  weather  for  weeks, 
nor  the  misery  of  that  vile  den  with  which  I  was 
accommodated,  and  obliged  to  repose  on  the 
ground*  A  hurricane  set  in,  by  which  the  sand- 
bank, or  bogaze  became  so  formidable,  as  defied 
all  possible  exertions  to  pass  it  with  a  vessel,  how- 
ever light;  and  we  were  therefore  obliged  to 
exercise  further  patience,  and  remain  till  calm 
weather. 

After  such  patience  had  been  nearly  exhausted, 
and  the  weather  had  become  more  moderate,  we 
attempted  to  proceed  on  our  voyage,  and  em- 
barked in  a  crazy  small  vessel,  laden  with  rice,  on 
board  of  which  were  several  pilgrims,  on  their 
way  to  Jerusalem.  Our  bark,  towed  out  of  the 
river  by  ten  boats,  was  within  a  few  inches  of 
this  bar,  and  had  she  touched  it,  destruction 
must  have  been  inevitable.     The  bankrupt  was 
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thrown  into  a  transport  of  joy,  and  danced  upon 
deck,  with  the  bottle  in  his  hand,  and  drank  tiU  he 
was  in  a  complete  state  of  intoxication,  after  we 
had  escaped  the  dangerous  part  and  put  to  sea ; 
convinced  he  was  then  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
Pacha,  and  his  head  would  stilly  be  allowed  to 
remain  on  his  shoulders. 

Nothing  interesting  occurred  during  the  voy- 
age. On  the  21st  of  January,  a  short  time 
before  midnight,  we  reached  Joppa,  having  been 
three  days  in  performing  it.  After  dark  set  in, 
as  we  approached  the  town  where  the  navigation 
was  intricate,  a  horn  was  blown  at  intervals 
from  the  land  to  apprise  us  of  danger ;  but  I  did 
not  enquire  whether  this  is  done  regularly  every 
evening,  or  only  when  vessels  have  been  per- 
ceived during  the  night  The  custom,  how- 
ever, appears  to  be  judicious,  and  called  for  by 
those  dangerous  rocks  and  shallows  about  the 
place. 

Next  morning,  from  the  deck  of  the  vessel, 
the  view  of  Joppa  was  picturesque  and  pleasing. 
It  appears  to  be  built  on  tiers,  upon  the  side  of  a 
rocky  moimtain,  elevating  gradually  from  the 
sea,  crowned  with  a  castle,  and  defended  towards 
the  ocean,  on  which  improvements  had  been  made 
by  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  when  in  that  quarter.  The 
entrance  to  the  port  is  considered  perilous ;  but 
at  the  particular  part  we  reached,  the  anchorage 
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was  pretty  safe,  and  may  be  cmisidered 
ccmimodious.  I  landed,  and  thus,  for  the 
first  time,  set  my  feet  on  holy  ground,  on 
which  occasion  particular  expressions  of  Scrip- 
ture, darted,  as  it  were,  in  a  moment  on  my 
mind.* 

I  proceeded  to  the  convent  of  St  Peter,  a  very 
ancient  edifice  in  firont  of,  and  dose  to  the  sea, 
founded  on  the  spot  where  this  Apostle  had 
lodged*  t  I  was  received  with  truly  Christian 
diarity  by  the  Monks,  to  whom  I  produced  the 
letter  I  had  received  from  the  Propaganda  Ildei 
at  Rome,  in  which  this  convent  was  particularly 
mentioned,  and  rejoiced  I  had  **  entered  into 
the  glorious  land.''  t 

Hie  brotherhood  consisted  of  a  Superior,  fijor 
fiiars,  and  two  lay-brothers.  They  conducted 
me  to  a  pretty  snug  cell,  commanding  a  delight- 
fill  view  of  the  harbour,  where  there  was  a 
tabl^  chair,  and  bed,  and  were  most  attentive. 
I  dined  with  them  at  19  o'clock  in  their  gloomy 

*  **1  will  diew  thee  that  which  is  noted  in  the  Scripliirci 
of  truth."— Daniel  x.  21. 

^'  Thine  eyes  shall  see  Jerusalem."  —  Isaiah  xxxiii.  20. 

f  ^*  And  it  came  to  pass  that  he  tarried  many  days  in 
Jopp<h  with  one  Simon  a  tanner."  —  Acts  ix.  48. 

**  And  now  send  men  to  Joppa^  and  call  for  («ie  Sioioiv 
whose  surname  is  Peter.  He  lodgeth  with  one  Simon  a 
tanner,  whose  house  is  by  the  seasideJ* -^  ActB  x.  5,'6. 

t  Dan.  xi.  ^l. 
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apartment ;  a  privilege  not  allowed  in  all  the  con- 
vents, and  where  one  would  have  supposed  the 
light  of  day  had  never  entered,  being  similar  to  a 
place  under  ground,  and  where  a  glimmering 
lamp  hung  from  the  cdOiing,  hardly  enabled  the 
countenance  of  any  of  us  to  be  distinguished. 
The  Superior,  with  the  party  standing  round  him, 
said  grace,  but  with  a  rapidity  quite  inconsistent 
with  that  pious  solemnity  so  necessary  when  im- 
ploring a  blessing  from  the  Almighty  on  his 
unremitted  bounties.  We  dined  upon  vegetables^ 
toup,  fish,  and  stewed  poultry;  and  a  thousand 
questions  were  put  to  me  as  to  Great  Britain,  the 
Voyage,  &c.  After  dinner,  which  did  not -oc- 
cupy more  than  twenty  minutes,  we  all  rote  from 
our  seats,  and  remained  standing,  during  the 
time  a  few  words  were  pronounced^  in  the  view 
of  ofiering  up  thanks,  and  expressed  in  the  same 
hurried  manner ;  after  which,  the  friars  made  the 
sign  of  the  cross,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  apart- 
ment of  the  Superior,  always  considered  to  be  the 
best  in  the  convent,  where  we  sat  down,  when 
fiqueurs  and  cakes  were  handed  roimd,  and,  after 
a  short  conversation,  each  repaired  to  his  own 
cell.  These  are  very  narrow,  gloomy,  and  hardly 
admit  sufficient  light  to  read  distinctly.*     Two 

*  Denon,  in  speaking  of  the  cells  of  monks,  obsenresi 
they  ^  resembled  the  cages  of  animals  in  menagerie  recesses, 
of  seven  feet  square^  enlightened  by  a  dim  window,  six  feet 
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of  these  friars,  who  were  Spaniards,  bad  accom- 
panied the  Princess  of  Wales  from  this  place  to 
Ramah,  in  her  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem  ;  and  this 
was  the  convent  where  Buonaparte  (who,  it  is 
known  to  every  traveller,  took  up  his  residence 
in  edifices  distinguished  either  for  sanctity  or 
grandeur)  had  fixed  his  abode.  The  merchant 
and  his  brother,  who  had  accompanied  me  on 
board  the  vessel,  proceeded  to  the  convent  of 
the  Armenians,  having  professed  that  religion, 
where  I  paid  them  a  visit,  and  found  some  reli- 
gious controversy  had  existed  between  the  bre- 
thren of  the  two  monasteries.  In  the  mean 
time  the  English  consul,  Daimani,  having  heard 
of  my  arrival,  called,  and  invited  .me  to  take  up 
my  lodgings  at  his  house,  which  he  recom- 
mended, by  saying  they  had  been  occupied  by 
Sir  Sidney  Smith.  He  conducted  me  over  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  and  his  extensive 
gardens,  sent  me  supplies  of  fruits,  and  shewed 
every  attention.  When  I  afterwards,  however, 
visited  the  house,  I  preferred  my  ecclesiastical 
quarters  as  more  comfortable  in  many  points  of 
view.  And  now  that  I  am  standing  in  die  Land 
of  Promise,   it  may  be  proper  that  I  should 


from  the  ground.  This  refinement  of  austerity,  however, 
only  concealed  from  the  eye  of  the  recluse  the  view  of  the 
vast  expanse  of  heaven." — Tkavels  in  Egjrpt. 
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pause  in  my  narrative,  and  remind  the  reader, 
though  necessarily  in  a  very  cursory  manner, 
of  the  various  facts  and  circumstances  which 
have  rendered  this  portion  of  the  earth  so  vener- 
able and  interesting. 
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CHAP.  X. 

«BNSRAL  REFLECTIONS  OK  THE  HOLY  LAND.— PLEASUBB 
ARISING  FROM  LOCAL  CIRCUMSTANCES.  *— JOFPA.-— PRO- 
PHET Jonah's  embarkation.  — tabitha.— vision. —> 

POPULATION.  —  FLAT  ROOFS  OF  HOUSES  —  FOR  WHAT 
PURPOSES.  —  MASSACRE  BY  ORDER  OF  BUONAPARTE.— 
PASSPORT  FOR  JERUSALEM. 

The  land  of  Canaan  is  emphatically  described 
in  the  sacred  volume  as  a  pastoral  country, 
<•  flowing  with  milk  and  honey/'*    If  we  look  to 
its  geographical  boundaries,  it  will  appear  to  be 
protected  on  all  sides  by  seas  and  deserts,  and 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  its  inhabitants 
falling  an  easy  conquest  to  the  great  monarchies, 
which  were  successively  ordained  to  subjugate 
the  civilized  world.     Again,  if  we  consider  that 
the  Hebrews,  for  a  purpose  most  sublime  and 
mysterious,  were  destined  to  be  kept  a  peculiar 
people,  the  choice  of  this  land  for  their  residence 
was  most  singularly  marked  by  wisdom.     The 
commerce  of  their  shores  was  limited,  and  the 
mountainous  surface  of  the  country  prevented 
them  from  congregating  into  very  large  cities, 
by  which  their  institutions  were  less  liable,  than 
those  of  regions  more  open  and  accessible,  to  be 
corrupted  by  the  example  of  strangers. 

*  Exodus  ill.  8. 
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What  renders,  howev«,  this  beautiful  portion 
of  Asia  more  interesting  than  any  other  part  of 
the  globe,  is,  those  grand  and  striking  events  of 
which  it  has  been  the  distinguished  theatre. 
Whether,  in  fact,  we  consider  the  Hebrews  in 
their  history,  from  the  time  of  tlie  Patriarch 
Abraham  till  their  final  dispersion  as  a  nation, 
or  regard  them  as  the  chosen  conservators  of  the 
worship  of  the  true  God,  they  must,  by  all  de- 
scriptions of  persons,  of  whatever  sect  or  class, 
be  acknowledged  as  the  most  remarkable  of  any 
people  that  ever  had  an  existence.  It  is  true 
that  other  nations  can  boast  of  prophets  and 
legislators,  but  their  predictions  and  legislation 
were  local  and  peculiar  to  themselves ;  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  prophets  of  the  Hebrews 
spoke  out  to  all  men,  and  of  every  age ;  whose 
lawgivers  framed  their  institutions  with  such  un« 
rivalled  wisdom,  that  they  benefited  the  whole 
human  race. 

The  desire  which  has  been  entertained,  to 
tread  this  holy  ground,  has  long  been  deemed,  in 
some  degree,  a  duty  of  a  religious  nature ;  and 
during  that  period,  when  military  ardour  was 
elevated  with  pious  zeal,  it  was  courageously 
gratified  in  the  face  of  every  danger.  Had  there 
existed  nothing  more  remarkable  in  Palestine 
than  the  exploits  of  the  Crusaders,  these  alone 
were  of  themselves  calculated  to  render  the 
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country  hallowed^  in  the  eyes  of  every  man  who 
has  at  any  time  experienced  the  elevating  im- 
pulse of  devotional  feelings.  But  it  is  chiefly 
to  those  prior  events,  by  which  the  zeal  of  the 
Crusaders  was  awakened,  that  I  would  draw  the 
attention  of  the  reader ;  for  when  I  cast  my 
eyes  towards  the  hills  of  this  country,  reviewed 
the  transactions  of  which  they  have  been  the 
awfiil  scene,  and  reflected  on  the  abject  con- 
dition of  the  descendants  of  the  original  inhabit- 
ants, for  whom  it  was  set  apart  by  Almighty  God, 
I  was  forced  to  acknowledge,  and  with  feelings 
of  dread  and  devotion,  that  the  words  of  eternal 
prediction  had,  indeed,  been  most  strictly  fill- 
filled  !  Many  are  the  prophecies  unfolded  to  us 
in  sacred  writ*,  and  though  the  most  remarkable 
will  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Numberst,  yet  still 
more  strong  is  the  language  conveyed  in  those  of 
Deuteronomy,  &c.t 

*  <<  The  children  of  Israel  shall  abide  many  days,  mth" 
out  a  kingy  and  without  a  prince,  and  without  a  sacrifice,  and 
without  an  image,  and  without  an  ephod,  and  without  tera- 
phim." —  Hosea  iii.  4. 

t  <<  Lo,  the  people  shall  dwell  o/one,  and  shall  not  be 
reckoned  among  the  nations."—  Numb,  xxiii.  9. 

X  "  Thou  shalt  become  an  astonishment,  a  proverb,  and 
a  by-word,  among  all  the  nations." —  Deut.  xxviii.  65* 

*^  And  among  these  nations  shalt  thou  find  no  ease,  neither 
shall  the  sole  of  thy  foot  have  rest,  but  the  Lord  shall  give 
thee  there  a  trembling  heart,  and  failing  of  eyes,  and  sorrow 
of  mind." — Deut.  xxviii.  37.  65. 

"  And  the  Lord  shall  scatter  thee  among  all  people,  from 
one  end  of  the  earth  even  imto  the  other." —  Deut.  xxviiL  64. 
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It  was  impossible  to  reflect  ou  these  and  othef 
tremendous  denunciations  recorded  in  Scripture, 
knowing  how  literally  they  have  been  fulfilled, 
without  feeling  emotions  of  holy  awe  and  fear ; 
and  especially  when  I  further  considered  that 
here  I  was  standing  on  the  very  soil  which  had 
been  the  home  of  that  scattered  race,  excom- 
municated  by  the  religious  horror  of  all  nations 
against  them,  and  still  more  by  their  own  re- 
ligious fidelity  to  the  usages  of  their  forefathers. 

But,  returning  to  the  narrative,  I  would  ob* 
serve,  that  the  town  of  Joppa,  or  Jaffii*  as  it  is 
now  called,  we  read  of  in  the  Book  of  Inspira- 
tion. Although  in  the  visible  circumstances  of 
the  monastery  I  resided  in,  there  appeared  no- 
thing calculated  to  impress  me  with  any  strong 
afiection;  yet,  during  the  silence  of  the  night, 
when  I  retired  to  rest,  I  experienced  a  profound 
sensation  of  delightfid  reverence,  in  contemplat- 
ing that  I  had  been  so  highly  honoured  as  to  be 
allowed  by  Providence  to  repose  on  a  spot,  which 
had  been  so  eminently  sanctified  by  the  presence 
of  one  of  those  "  chosen  vessels,"  from  whom 
our  Lord  was  pleased  to  pour  the  pmifying  waters 
of  salvation,  into  the  hearts  of  men.  No  language 
that  I  can  use,  will  convey  to  the  reader  any  de- 
scription of  this  local  influence.  The  warmth  of 
his  imagination  can  alone  supply  some  faint  idea 

*  This  word  is  pronounced  by  the  natives  Y^fit- 
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of  what  it  must  have  been ;  and  which  was  ren- 
dered more  powerfully  impressive  by  those  ob- 
jects I  had  visited  during  the  course  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.     In  surveying  the  port,  I  was  for- 
cibly reminded*  that  it  was  anciently  the  first 
harbour  in  Judea,  and  from  which  the  disobe- 
dient prophet  embarked*,  in  the  view  of  escaping 
from  the  Lord,  although  he  had  been  solemnly 
called  upon  to  preach  to  the  great  city  of  Nine- 
veh.    Recollecting,   also,  as  I  formerly  men^ 
tioned,   when  off  the  coast  of  Egypt,   that  I 
observed  **  great  fishes,*'  fully  capable,  as  £u*  as 
magnitude  was  requisite,  for  the  miracle  per- 
formed in  his  case,  I  could  not  but  reflect  with 
compassion  on  the  foUy  of  those  unhappy  indi- 
viduals, who  are  to  be  found  holding  in  ridicule 
and  contempt  the  authenticity  of  RevelaticHi,  and 
would  dare,  even  for  a  moment,  to  measure  the 
powers  of  an  Almighty  Being  by  their  own 
Ignorance. 

I  was  accompanied  by  one  of  the  friars  to 
visit  that  particular  part  where  Peter  had  raised 
Tabithat,  which  is  about  a  mile  from  the  town, 

*  <<  Jonah  rose  up  to  flee  unto  Tarshish,  from  the  pre- 
sttiee  ef  the  Lord,  and  went  down  to  Joppoy  and  he  found 
a  Mp  going  to  Tarihuh,  so  he  paid  the  fiure  thereof,  and 
t9^  wtQ  d»  to  go  unto  Tarshish  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord."  —  Jonah  i.  3. 

f  *'  Peter  kneeled  down  and  prayed,  and  turning  him  to 
the  bodyi  said,  Tabitha,  arise*    And  she  opeped  her  eyes, 
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where  a  church  had  been  erected  in  memory  of 
the  event ;  but  demolished  by  the  Mahomedans, 
The  walk  to  this  sanctified  place  was  delightful, 
the  path  lying  through  groves  of  trees,  and 
hedges  formed  of  the  prickly  pear,  from  which 
the  air  exhaled  the  most  refreshing  and  deUdous 
odour. 

It  was  here,  according  to  tradition,  that  Mary 
Magdalen,  Martha,  and  their  brother  Lazarus, 
were  by  the  Jews  put  on  board  a  shattered  bark, 
and  committed  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and 
waves }  and  that  the  vision  was  received  of  the 
sheet  iull  of  all  kindft  of  animals  let  down  from 
heaven,  which  were  forbidden  to  be  called  un- 
clean.* And,  lastly,  it  was  at  the  port  of 
Joppa  where  fleets  arrived,  charged  with  mate- 
rials, which  were  afterwards  landed  md  con- 


snd  ^hen  she  9aw  Peter,  she  sat  up.  And  he  gave  her  his 
handy  and  lifted  her  up,  and  when  he  had  called  the  saints 
aad  widows,  he  presented  her  o/fve." 

'^  And  it  was  known  throughout  all  Joppa^  and  many 
bdieoed  in  the  Lord."  —  Acts  ix.  40,  41, 42. 

•  «  I  was  in  the  qity  of  Joppa  praying,  and  in  a  trance 
I  saw  a  vision,  A  certain  vessel  descend,  as  it  had  been  a  great 
sheet  let  down  froni  heaven  by  four  comers,  and  it  came 
^ven  to  nie. 

<<  Upon  the  which,  when  I  had  fastened  mine  eyes,  I  consi- 
dered, and  saw  four-footed  beasts  of  the  earth,  and  wild 
beasts,  and  preepin|g[  things,  and  fowls  of  the  air,  &e."— Acts 
xi.  5,  6. 
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veyed  to  Jerasalem,  to  build  the  splendid  temple 
of  the  royal  prophet* 

The  population  of  Joppa  may  be  estimated  at 
upwards  of  5000  souls.  The  gardens  in  the 
neighbourhood  abound  with  the  orange,  lemon, 
and  other  trees,  which  were  loaded  at  the  time  I 
was  there,  and  the  fruit  sold  for  a  mere  trifle. 

Since  the  invasion  of  Egypt  by  the  French, 
who  took  the  place  under  Buonaparte  in  17999 
and  among  other  acts  of  violence  laid  waste  almost 
every  garden,  the  fortifications  have  been  re- 
paired. The  harbour  is  rocky,  arid  exceedingly 
dangerous,  and  has  been  in  that  state  from  the 
earliest  period,  t  The  interior  of  the  streets  pre- 
sents the  usual  slovenly  meanness  which  is  to  be 
found  in  every  town  within  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Turkish  empire,  though  externally  they  are 
rather  of  an  imposing  appearance.  The  archi- 
tecture of  the  houses  is  similar  to  what  I  for- 
merly had  occasion  to  observe  in  those  of  the 
Egyptian  cities.     When  I  first  discovered  their 

*  **  And  Hiram  said  to  Solomon,  I  will  do  all  thy  desire 
concerning  timber  of  cedar  and  fir.  My  servants  shall  bring 
them  down  from  Lebanon  unto  the  sea^  and  I  will  convey 
them  by  the  sea  in  floats." —  1  Kings  v,  8,  9. 

'<  And  we  will  cut  wood  out  of  Lebanon,  and  we  will 
bring  it  to  thee  in  floats  bi/  sea^  to  Joppuy  and  then  shall 
carry  it  up  to  Jerusalem"     2  Chron. ii.  xvi. 

f  *<  A  more  terrible  and  dangerous  situation  for  shipping 
cannot  be  imagined."  -^  Joseph  us. 
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flat  roofi,  I  was  most  peculiarly  struck  with  the 
circumstance  of  the  inspired  writer  having  re* 
course  to  such  places,  when  he  resided  at  Joppa, 
to'oSdT  up  prayers.  * 

To  a  person  who  has  been  accustomed  to  the 
form  of  the  roofs  of  our  habitations  in  Britain, 
the  expression  of  a  person  going  to  the  top  of  a 
house  to  exercise  acts  of  devotion,  may  appear 
strange,  and  which  has  also,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
in  many  of  those  individuals  who  make  light  of  the 
Gospel  history,  given  rise  to  ludicrous  ideas;  but 
considering  the  peculiar  structure  of  all  the  edi- 
fices here,  it  conveys  a  truth  and  beauty  most 
strong  and  appropriate. 

We  find  that  these  were  places  marked  out 
of  old  for  the  purposes  of  concealment  t ;  and, 
although  they  are  formed  of  a  firm  substance 
like  plaster,  yet  I  could  perceive  on  many  of 
them  grass  growing,  which  soon   got  into    a 

*  ''  Pet6r  went  upon  the  house  top  to  pray  about  the  sixth 
hour."  —  Acts  X.  9. 

**  And  them  that  worship  the  host  of  heaven  upon  the 
hotue  tops,'*  —  Zeph.  i.  5. 

'<  It  is  better  to  dwell  in  a  corner  of  the  house  top  than 
with  a  brawling  woman  in  a  wide  house."  —  Prov.  xxi.  9. 

''  That  which  ye  have  spoken  in  the  ear  in  closets,  shall 
be  proclaimed  upon  the  house  tops"  —  Luke  xii.  3. 

*^  In  that  day  he  which  shall  be  upon  the  house  top^  and 
his  stuff  in  the  house,  let  him  not  come  down  to  take  it 
away."  —  Luke  xvil.  31. 

f  <^  She  had  brought  them  to  the  roof  of  the  house,  and 
hid  them."  —  Joshua  ii.  6. 
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withered  state,  irom  being  so  much  exposed  to 
the  sun ;  which  also  recalled  to  mind  the  words 
of  the  royal  Psalmist,  explanatoiy  of  the  wicked, 
who  are  momentarily  exposed  to  the  vengeance 
of  an  Almighty  Judge.  * 

One  of  the  prophets,  in  alluding  to  the 
judgments  of  Moab,  declares  that  lamentations 
shall  be  expressed  on  the  house  tops  thereof.! 
It  will  be  also  kept  in  view,  that  terraces  on  the 
roofs  of  houses  in  the  East,  some  of  which  are 
of  considerable  length  and  breadth,  are  highly 
convenient  for  various  purposes;  these  are 
{daces  for  conversation,  walking,  and  enjoying 
the  pure  air  at  the  present  day;  they  also  appear 
to  have  been  used  for  similar  purposes  in  ancient 
times  by  the  kings  of  Israel.  I  They  are  alhided 
to  by  another  of  the  prophets.  §  These  are 
further  used  for  the  operations  of  washing  and 
drying  clothes,  and  in  hot  weather,  preferred  to 
all  other  situations,  as  cool  and  comfortable  to 

*  <<  Let  them  be  as  the  grass  upon  the  house  tops,  tohich 
fuMereth  afore  it  groweth  up,  &cJ*  —  Psalm  cxxix.  6. 

f  **  There  shall  be  lamentation  generally  upon  all  the  houie 
tops  of  Moaby  and  in  the  streets  thereof."  —  Jer.  xlviii.  S8. 

i  **  Samuel  communed  with  Saul  upon  the  house  top"  — 
1  Sam.  ix.  25. 

*'  And  David  arose  from  off  his  bed»  and  walked  upon  the 
roof  of  the  king's  house."  —  2  Samuel  xi.  2. 

§  *'  The  burden  of  the  vallej  of  yision.  What  aileth  thee 
now,  that  thou  art  wholly  gone  up  to  the  house  tops." -^ 
Isaiahy  xxii.  1. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


MASSACRE   BY   BUONAPARTE.  143 

repose  on  during  night,  where  beds  are  laid 
down.  In  many  of  the  convents  indeed,  the 
monks,  who  are  so  much  exposed  to  insult  firom 
the  Mahomedans,  have  no  inclination  to  walk 
about  the  streets,  but  are  perfectly  contented  with 
taking  exercise  on  the  terraces,  where  they  are 
not  only  more  retired  and  independent,  but  can 
see  every  object  passing  along  the  streets ;  and 
such  an  elevation  aflfords  an  enjoyment  of  the 
finest  prospect  of  the  whole  surrounding  country^ 

The  ground  of  these  terraces,  I  observed  to 
be  a  kind  of  plaster.  It  appears  to  be  a  com- 
position  of  sand,  with  lime  wad  gravel  farmed 
into  a  hard  substance,  which,  after  rain  has  fallen^ 
is  smoothed  over  with  a  rolling  stone,  to  give 
it  greater  firmness  and  stability* 

I  acccmipanied  the  Consul  about  a  mile  to  the 
south  of*  the  town,  where  he  pointed  out  the 
fiital  spot,  among  hills  of  sand,  on  the  sea  sfaore^ 
where  the  Turkii^  soldiers  who  had  retired  to 
Jaffa  on  their  parole,  after  the  surrender  of  £!• 
Arisch,  were  drawn  out  and  horribly  butchered 
by  the  orders  of  Buonaparte,  in  violation  of 
all  hoiK>ur  and  faith ;  the  authenticity  of  wfaidi 
some  have  called  in  question ;  but  there  are  per* 
sons  in  existence  at  Jaffit  who  were  witnesses  of 
the  fact  He  also  mentioned  that  a  vast  number 
of  the  dead  bodies  having  been  washed  into  the 
sea,   no  fish  were  eaten  for  upwu'ds  of  three 
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months  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jaffi^  under  an 
idea  that  they  had  fed  upon  the  carcases.  A 
Turkish  monument  to  the  memory  of  some  par- 
ticular person  is  erected  upon  an  elevation  near 
the  place,  which  may  direct  the  steps  of  future 
travellers  to  this  modem  Golgotha^  or  scene  of 
crime,  which  fixes  an  indelible  stain  on  the  cha- 
racter of  Napoleon,  and  never  will  be  forgiven, 
or  blotted  out  of  the  memory  of  the  Turk,  or 
his  posterity. 

The  Consul  procured  passports  from  the  Pacha, 
to  enable  me  to  proceed  to  Jerusalem,  a  precau- 
tion which  I  was  told  to  be  indispensable,  and  the 
pious  fiiars  having  written  to  the  Superior,  or 
head  of  the  convent  at  Ramah,  to  send  down 
mules  to  Joppa,  agreeable  to  a  benevolent  prac- 
tice observed  by  them  towards  travellers,  to  con- 
vey me,  with  my  servant  and  ba^age  thither ; 
I  prepared  for  my  departure,  and  presented  a 
piece  of  money  to  the  Superior,  for  the  use  of 
the  convent,  in  return  for  the  hospitality  I  ex- 
perienced. Although  it  may  be  observed,  the 
fiiars,  from  a  principle  of  religion,  are  under- 
stood to  entertain  pilgrims  without  demanding 
any  thing  in  return  by  way  of  compensation, 
and  strictly  as  a  matter  of  right ;  yet  no  traveller 
of  respectability  thinks  of  receiving  entertain- 
ment and  accommodation  gratis,  and  when  he 
does  hold  out  a  remuneration,  it  is  not  on  this 
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account,  but  under  the  delicate  idea  of  <<  a  com- 
pliment to  the  poor,"  and  which,  it  may  be  cre- 
dited, never  meets  with  any  refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  friars. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


146 


CHAP.  XL 

JOURNBT  TO  RAMAH.—  VALLIT  OF  SHARON.  —  llfDf SHISr* 
TION.— VIEWS  OF  THR  COUNTRY.-*^  FINE  CONVENT. DE- 
SCRIPTION OF  RAMAH. —  JOURNEY  TO  JERUSALEM. VAL- 
LEY OF  JEREMIAH  AND  ELAH. SPOT  WHERE  DAVID  SLEW 

GOLIATH. — ^^IMPRESSION  ON  THE  FIRST  VIEW  OF  THE  HOLY 
CITY.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  THE  CONVENT  OF  FRANCISCANS. 

After  the  friars  had  embraced  us,  and  given 
their  benediction,  we  left  Joppa  on  the  29th  of 
January,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  stiU  as- 
suming the  Oriental  costume,  and  <<  setting  our 
£ices  towards  Jerusalem.*' 

We  travelled  on  mules,  mth  fire-arms  pro- 
perly charged,  having  stuffed  in  large  sacks  or 
bags  our  beds  and  culinary  articles;  and  also 
carrying  water  in  utensils,  extended  or  inflated 
like  bladders,  resembling  a  boltle;  customs  which 
may  be  traced  to  a  very  remote  period** 

These  utensils  are  made  of  skins,  the  mouths 

*  **  And  he  commanded  the  steward  of  his  honse,  saying, 
FiU  the  mens  sacks  wthjbod^  as  much  as  they  can  carry, 
and  put  every  man's  money  in  his  sack's  mouth. 

«  And  put  my  cup,  the  silver  cup^  in  the  sack's  mouth  of  the 
younguty  and  his  com  money, 

<<  As  soon  as  the  morning  was  light,  the  men  were  sent 
away,  they  and  their  asses.'' — Genesis  xliv.  1,  2, 3. 
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of  which  are  shut  up  with  slips  of  wood,  to  cou* 
tain  milk  and  other  Uquids.  The  natives  often 
drink  from  these  without  pouring  out  what  they 
hold  into  any  vessel.  Such  leathern  bottles  pre- 
serve tlieir  contents  from  dust,  and  prevent  ver- 
min from  penetrating  them.  They  are  of  a  dark 
colour,  and  hang  up  exposed  to  that  volume  of 
smoke  which  always  envelopes  the  hut  of  tlie 
Arab,  and  are  alluded  to  in  Scripture*,  where 
we  find  they  were  part  of  the  articles  which 
the  children  of  Israel  had  occasion  to  use  in 
their  journey  through  the  wildemess.t  These 
bottles  are  so  strong,  that  they  may  be  con- 
stantly used  for  a  long  period ;  and  when  found 
to  wear  out,  are  carefully  patched  and  sewed 
up.t  We  find,  indeed,  that  of  such  materials 
the  raiment  of  our  first  parents  was  formed  §  j 
and  clothed  in  this  manner  were  many  of  those 
saints  who  had  wandered  about.  |J 

*  *^  For  I  am  become  like  a  bottle  in  the  smokey  yet  do  I 
not  forget  thy  statutes."  —  Psalm  cxix..8S. 

f  «  Whether  it  be  any  vessel  of  wood,  or  raiment,  or 
sUiif  or  sacky  &c.  &cJ*  —  Levit.  xi.  32. 

X  "  They  did  work  wilily,  and  went  and  made  as  if  they 
had  been  ambassadors,  and  took  old  sacks  upon  their  asses, 
andmTie  bottles,  old  and  rent,  and  bound  wp^  —  Joshua  ix.  4* 

(  ^<  Unto  Adam  also,  and  to  his  wife,  did  the  Lord  God 
make  coats  of  skins,  and  clothed  them" —  Genesis  iii.  21. 

B  "  They  wandered  about  in  sheepskins  and  goat-skins, 
being  destitute." —  Hebrews  xi.  37* 
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The  journey  to  Ramab,  the  ancient  Ari-* 
mathea,  would  have  been  pleasant,  had  not  heavy 
rains  fallen,  by  which  we  were  completely 
drenched.  On  departing  from  Joppa,  we  rode 
along  a  narrow  winding  path,  inclosed  with  a 
kind  of  ws^  formed  by  the  cumbrous  shrub  of 
the  prickly  pear,  which  affords  one  of  the  most 
firm  and  secure  fences  imaginable.*  We  then 
travelled  for  some  time  across  the  plain  of  Sharon  t, 
and  in  passing,  a  village  observed  several  Turks 
engaged  in  the  (^eration  of  spinning  cotton^ 
and  others  employed  in  making  baskets.  In  the 
course  of  this  ride,  I  beheld  one  of  the  most 
glorious  objects  in  nature,  the  bow  of  the  Al- 
mighty t  over  the  village  of  Lydda^^  to  the 
left-hand,  which  is  about  three  miles  from 
Ramah,  where  St  Peter  had  preached  and  per- 

♦  "  therefore,  behold  I  will  hedge  up  thy  way  with  thorns, 
and  make  a  toally  that  she  shall  not  find  her  paths." — Hosea 
ii.6. 

^  The  toai/  of  the  slothful  man  is  as  an  hedge  ofthomsJ' — 
Prov.  XV.  19. 

f  ^'  I  am  the  rose  of  Sharon,  and  the  Ifly  of  the  valleja.'' — 
Song  of  Solomon,  ii.  1. 

^  *'  Look  upon  the  rainbawy  and  praise  him  that  made  it, 
very  beautiful  it  is  in  the  brightness  thereof. — Ecclus.  xliii.  1 1. 

^*  I  do  set  my  how  in  the  cloudy  and  it  shall  be  for  a  token 
of  a  covenant  between  me  and  the  earth." —  Genesis  ix.  IS. 

§  <<  Forasmuch  as  Lydda  was  nigh  to  JoppaJ*  ^^-^  Actz 
ix.  38. 
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formed  a  miracle  • ;  from  whence  he  was  sum- 
moned to  Joppa,  to  accomplish  a  similar  one,  as 
I  formerly  mentioned,  on  the  person  of  Tabitha. 
The  ashes  of  St.  George,  the  tutelar  saint  of 
England,  repose  in  a  tomb  erected  at  Lydda. 

It  will  be  attended  to,  that  Ramah,  in  this 
direction,  is  not  the  place,  as  supposed  by  many, 
where  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  Herod  had 
been  exercised,  that  event  having  occurred  at  a 
village  near  Bethlehem,  of  which  I  shall  after- 
wards have  occasion  to  speak.  The  present 
place  may  be  about  twelve  miles  from  Joppa,  and 
is  very  pleasantly  situated  on  an  eminence,  in 
the  middle  of  a  plain,  stretching  north  and  south, 
and  where  there  are  several  remains  of  ancient 
edifices.  The  Latin  convent  is  a  very  handsome 
substantial  fabric,  clean,  with  a  quadrangular 
court  in  the  inside,  and  capable  of  containing  a 
number  of  monks ;  but  it  was  then  only  inha- 
bited by  three.  Here  I  took  up  my  abode,  and 
was  kindly  received  by  the  Superior,  a  Spaniard 
by  birth,  and  of  a  most  dignified  appearance, 
who  was  remarkably  active,  and  well4nfQrmed. 

•  <<  And  there  Peter  found  a  certain  man,  named  Eneas, 
which  had  kept  his  bed  eight  years,  and  was  sick  of  the  palsy. 

^<  And  Peter  said  unto  him,  Eneas,  Jesus  Christ  maketh 
thee  whole,  Arise,  and  make  thy  bed ;  and  he  arose  imme- 
diately. 

'^  And  all  that  dwelt  in  Lydda  and  Saron  saw  him,  and 
turned  to  the  Lord."  —  Acts  ix.  33,  34,  35. 
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I  presented  to  Iiim  the  patent  letter  I  received 
at  Rome,  which  accomplished  all  that  I  could 
desire ;  independent  of  which,  I  could  easily 
perceive  that  the  name  of  Briton  was  a  sufficient 
recommendation  to  ensure  every  civility  in  these 
religious  establishments. 

This  convent  is  supposed  to  be  founded  on 
the  spot  )¥here  the  habitation  of  Nicodemu9 
stood,  and  called  by  that  name ;  with  whom,  the 
sacred  volume  informs  us,  a  remarkaUe  con* 
ference  had  been  held  by  our  Lord  on  the 
necessity  of  man  being  brought  into  a  ne^e* 
nerated  state,  without  which  salvation  cannot  be 
expected.*  Ramah  is  also  hdd  in  high  vener- 
ation as  the  native  place  of  Joseph,  who  de- 
posited the  body  of  our  Lord  in  his  own 
sepulchre.t 

History  informs  us  that  Ramah  and  Lydda 
were  the  two  first  places  of  the  Holy  Land  which 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Crusaders.  During 
these  times  it  was  a  general  rendezvous  c£  the 
Christian  warriors,  when  the  Bishop  oi  Ncrr* 
mandy  publicly  ofiered  up  thanks  for  the  army 

*  **  Verily^  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  except  a  man  be  bom 
agakh  ^  cannot  9U  the  kingdom  ofGotW  -<»  John  iii.  S. 

f  <<  When  the  even  was  come,  there  came  a  rich  nan  of 
Arimatheay  named  Joseph,  who  also  himself  was  Jetua' 
disciple. 

''  He  went  to  Pilate,  and  begged  the  bodj^  qfJetui. 

**  And  laid  it  in  his  own  totnb:'  ^  Matt  xxvii.  57, 58,  ea 
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to  SL  George  the  Martyr,  under  whose  auspices 
it  was  credulously  conceived  the  Crusades  had 
hitherto  been  conducted.  The  gross  idolatry 
and  folly  of  this  prayer  shows  how  the  shades  of 
superstition  were  thickening  at  that  early  period, 
and  very  low  the  state  of  religion  must  have 
been  among  these  professed  champions  of  the 
Cross.  These  things  vindicate  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  God  in  his  permitting  the  success  of 
the  followers  of  the  false  prophet. 

On  the  evening  after  my  arrival,  by  having 
accidentally  stood  over  a  pan  of  lighted  charcoal 
in  the  middle  of  the  cell  which  the  friars  had 
prepared  for  me,  in  consequence  of  my  clothes 
being  wet,  I  was  seized  with  a  most  excruciating 
head-ache,  and  was  otherwise  so  very  unwell,  as 
to  be  obliged  next  day  to  keep  my  bed.  This 
is  the  ordinary  way  of  heating  apartments; 
which,  if  not  cautiously  used,  death  must  be  the 
inevitable  consequence,  especially  if  the  door  is 
shut  with  the  charcoal  kept  burning  when  the 
inmate  retires  to  sleep,  against  which  travellers 
should  be  particularly  on  their  guard.  The  smell 
is  iftost  offensive,  but  considerably  counteracted 
by  a  sKce  of  lemon  thrown  into  it*  The  ceU  was 

*  «  In  suspended  animation  from  thejumes  qfcharcoal^  re- 
move the  body  from  the  place,  expose  it  to  the  kir,  sprinkle 
the  face  and  pit  of  stomach  with  vinegar  or  cold  water ;  the 
temples  and  nostrils  to  be  stimulated  by  hartshorn  ^  the  body 
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arched,  uncommonly  clean,  and  opened  upoo 
an  extensive  terrace  on  the  top  of  the  convent, 
which  commanded  a  view  of  the  town,  Lydda, 
the  tract  leading  to  Jerusalem,  the  ruins  about 
the  village,  and  in  short  a  most  magnificent 
prospect  of  the  mountains  of  Judea.  The  friars, 
who  delight  in  promenading  on  this  terrace, 
were  particular  in  fixing  my  attention  to  a  place 
at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  about  three  miles 
distant,  where,  it  is  said,  the  prophet  Hosea  had 
taken  up  his  residence.* 

Finding  myself  better,  I  visited  whatever  ap- 
peared  interesting  at  Ramah,  and  doubtless  the 
8tate  of  the  weather  contributed  essentially  to  my 
restoration  j  for  this  was  one  of  the  most  glorious 
days  imaginable,  the  sun  shining  brillip^ntly,  with  a 
sky  as  serene  as  I  ever  had  occasion  to  observe  in 
any  part  of  Italy.  The  smoke  from  the  villages, 
along  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  ascended  to  a 
vast  height  in  the  atmosphere,  and  assumed  the 
picturesque  form  of  trees  and  other  visionary  ob- 
jects. The  town  is  in  its  appearance  decayed 
and  deeply  afflicted  with  the  appearance  of  misery, 
although  the  surrounding  country  still  retains 
traces  of  culture  and  fertility.     The  streets  are 


rubbed  after  sprinkling,  then  covered  with  clothes,  and  arti« 
ficial  respiration  used."— Sir  R.  K.Porter's  Travels  in  Persia. 
♦  "  Blow  the  trumpet  in  Ramah."  —  Hosea  vii.  8. 
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contemptible,  desolate,  broken  up,  and  not  more 
than  six  feet  in  breadth.  The  friars  have  litjtle 
or  no  intercourse  with,  but  are  completely  in- 
dependent of,  the  inhabitants,  and  securely  en- 
trenched in  their  monastery,  the  massy  doors  of 
which  are  kept  strongly  fastened  ;  and  although 
they  go  little  abroad,  yet  the  view  which  is  pre- 
sented from  this  elevated  terrace,  and  what  they 
perceive  passing  in  the  streets  below,  appears  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  their  curiosity.  The  population 
here  may  be  calculated  at  4()00  souls. 

Local  traditions  describe  Ramah  anciently  to 
have  been  a  place  of  vast  extent  and  magni- 
ficence, inclosed  with  fortifications.  The  ruins 
of  a  large  church  reminded  me  much  of  those 
of  the  ancient  cathedral  of  St  Andrews  in  Scot- 
land, which  are  situated  about  a  mile  beyond 
the  present  walls,  and  said  at  one  period  to  have 
stood  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  The  tower  at- 
tached to  this  edifice  was  about  two  years  ago 
shattered  by  lightning,  which  renders  the  ascent 
hazardous ;  but  the  prospect  presented  of  the 
shepherds  playing  upon  pipes  as  they  attended 
their  flocks,  a  circumstance  in  itself  so  calculated 
to  awaken  pleasing  emotions,  and  the  exten- 
sive view  of  the  plains  and  whole  surrounding 
country,  with  the  sea-coast  and  Joppa,  are  so 
delightful,  that  it  amply  repays  any  trouble  and 
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risk  which  may  be  encountered  in  monnting  to 
the  summit  of  the  tower. 

Near  these  ruins  I  was  shewn  the  remains  of 
another  church,  said  to  have  been  built  by  that 
extraordinary  personage,  St.  Helena,  who  is  so 
much  the  object  of  adoration  on  the  part  of  the 
friars ;  upon  her  memorable  journey  to  Jeru* 
salem,  the  Greek  and  Latin  monks  hold  out 
that  she  found  the  true  cross  on  "which  our  Lord 
"was  crucified.  At  a  short  distance,  also,  from 
Ramah,  the  spot  is  pointed  out  where  the 
memorable  event  occurred  on  the  part  of  the 
man  of  strength,  in  destroying  the  Philistines. 
Some  idea  of  the  mode  of  building  in  those  days 
may  be  entertained,  when  we  read  of  the  mul- 
titude of  people  sacrificed  by  one  of  the  columns, 
on  which  an  edifice  was  erected*  having  been 
removed  by  Samson.* 

Having  satisfied  my  curiosity  with  an  inspec- 
tion of  every  object  meriting  attention  at  Ramah 
and  its  vicinity,  I  became  impatient  to  get  for- 

*  *^  Irresistible  Sanuon^  whom,  unarm'd, 

No  strength  of  man  or  fiercest  wild  beast  could  withdraw; 

The  jaw  of  a  dead  ass,  his  sword  of  bone ; 

A  thousand  foreskins  of  the  flow'r  of  Palestine, 

In  Ramaik4edUj  Jamom  to  this  day^  ~-  Milton. 
*<  Now  the  house  was  full  of  men  and  women,  and  all  the 
Lords  of  the  Philistines  were  there.    And  there  were  upon 
the  roof  about  three  thousmid  men  and  women,  that  beheld 
while  Samson  made  sport."  —  Judges  zvi.27. 
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ward  to  Jerusalem;  and  accordingly,  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st  of  February,  I  set  out  with 
a  guide,  on  mules,  attended  by  my  own  servant 
and  a  domestic  of  the  convent,  who  was  carrying 
dispatches  to  that  place.  At  sun-rise  I  departed, 
with  those  feelings  I  am  quite  incompetent 
to  describe.  For  about  five  miles  the  road  was 
most  unpleasant,  and  so  swampy  that  it  was 
found  extremely  difficult  to  get  the  mules  along. 
It  lay  across  an  extensive  plain,  where  the  hus* 
bandmen  with  ploughs,  in  a  state  of  patriarchal 
rudeness,  were  tilling  the  soil,  who  strewed 
first  the  sur^e  with  the  seed,  after  which  it 
was  ploughed  down.  I  remarked  that  the  pea* 
sants  engaged  in  this  cultivation  were  in  general 
armed ;  but  whether  this  was  the  usage  of  the 
country,  or  to  protect  them  from  being  robbed 
of  their  com,  I  cannot  presume  to  determine. 
Robbing,  however,  the  husbandman  of  his  seed, 
was,  indeed,  a  practice  that  we  find  to  have  been 
ancient,  and  referred  to  in  various  parts  of  Scrip- 
ture.*    After  having  crossed  this  plain,  I  en- 

•  <<  Then  they  told  Daniel,  saying,  Behold  the  PhxlistiMi 
fight  against  Keilah,  and  they  rob  the  threMng^loanJ* '^ 
I  Siimuel  xxiti.  1. 

''  Tb«  rcMer  gwellowelh  up  their  suhtana:' '^  Job  v.  5. 

^  Behold,  therefore,  I  will  deliver  thee  to  the  men  of  the 
Eattjor  a  possession  J  and  they  shall  eat  thyjruitt  vnA  tbqr 
diall  iriaik  th^  mitt. "  —  Esekiel  xxv.  4. 

**  They  that  sow  in  team  shall  reap  in  joy."-^nMLcxJ(vi.5. 

"He 
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tered  a  labyrinth  among  inoimtainSy  or  a  pass 
which  is  called  the  Valley  of  Jeremiah.  The 
sides  were  steep,  and  clothed  with  a  shaggy 
covering  of  brushwood;  amidst  which  a  few 
scattered  flocks  of  goats,  guarded  by  ferocious- 
looking  Arabs,  almost  in  a  state  of  nakedness, 
pick  the  scanty  pastures.  It  is  impossible  to 
figure  any  ravine  more  wild  and  romantic,  nay, 
frightful,  than  this  very  deep  winding  place. 
The  path  was  often  along  sharp-pointed  rocks, 
and  so  extremely  narrow,  that  I  often  found  it 
difficult  to  force  my  mule  through  them,  and 
viewed  from  a  distance,  impresses  the  travel- 
ler with  a  belief  of  the  utter  impracticability 
of  getting  forward,  as  they  appear  to  be  per- 
pendicular.* This  was  certainly  not  the  tract 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  apostle  Paul,  when 
he  went  up  to  Jerusalem  from  the  coast,  and 
appears  to  have  travelled  in  some  wheeled  con- 
veyancet ;  since  so  far  from  being  in  any  degree 
practicable  to  draw  one  along,  it  is,  on  the  con- 

**  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  seed, 
shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
sheaves  with  him."  —  Psalm  cxxvi.  6. 

*  «  Our  passage,  for  five  hours  together,  lay  through  a 
narrow  streight  of  the  mountains,  much  of  our  way  no  other 
than  such  as  seemed  to  have  been  toom  by  the  mnter^t  tor- 
rentr —  Sandy's  Travels. 

+  "  And  after  those  days  we  took  up  our  carriages,  and 
went  up  to  Jerusalem." —  Acts  xxi.  15. 
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trary,  a  great  exertion  for  travellers  to  get  for- 
ward the  mules.  One  is  led  to  think  the  whole 
place  has  been  created  for  the  haunt  of  banditti ; 
since  none  can  be  conceived  more  favourable, 
where  the  traveller  passes  along  in  silence,  and 
looks  around  him  under  a  constant  apprehen- 
sion of  danger,  with  the  trigger  of  his  fire-arms 
prepared  to  spring  at  a  moment,  in  case  of 
attack.  I  was  under  considerable  agitation,  yet 
met  with  no  kind  of  molestation,  although  al- 
most overpowered  with  fatigue,  by  traversing 
a  ti*act  so  difficult  and  dreary,  where  an  awful, 
solemn  stillness  reigns ;  and  of  which,  in  short, 
I  may  venture  to  affirm,  it  is  impossible  for  any 
pen  to  convey  a  proper  description.  On  reach- 
ing the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  looking  back, 
I  perceived  distinctly  the  ocean,  Joppa,  and  the 
plain  I  had  traversed  leading  to  Ramah. 

I  arrived  at  the  small  village  of  Bugos ;  and 
at  entering  it,  a  party  of  Arabs  drew  up  across 
the  road,  and  prevented  me  from  proceeding 
fiirther.  They  put  a  number  of  questions,  ex- 
amined the  passport  I  obtained  at  Joppa,  and 
finding  I  was  an  Englishman,  lifted  up  and 
waved  their  hands,  which  I  held  equivalent  to 
the  characteristic  huzza  of  the  British.  They 
demanded  a  sight  of  my  pistols  and  sabre,  arti- 
cles of  a  traveller  which  always  attract  particular 
attention  in  the  East,  and  then  allowed  me  to  go 
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on.  It  is  said  to  be  at  this  village  that  Jeremiah 
resided;  and  the  ruins  of  a  church  at  the  spot 
where  we  were  desired  to  halt  by  this  band,  was 
pointed  out  as  having  beeA  consecrated  to  this 
distinguished  prophet. 

After  having  left  this  village  at  some  distance, 
and  travelled  along  the  most  rugged  path  I  ever 
did  encounter,  I  entered  the  valley  of  Elah^ 
celebrated  as  the  place  of  action  between  Saul 
and  the  Philistines*,  which  was  followed  up  with 
a  remarkable  victory ;  and  the  local  situation  q£ 
this  corresponds  most  exactly  with  the  description 
given  in  Scripture.  I  also  crossed  the  bed  of 
the  torrent  from  which  David  selected  the  stones, 
and  with  a  single  one  slew  Goliath*  t   After  pass* 

*  '<  And  Saul  and  the  men  of  Israel  were  gathered  to- 
ge^er,  and  pitched  by  the  vaUey  of  £lah»  and  set  the  battle 
in  array  against  the  Philistines.  And  the  Philistines  stood 
on  a  mountain  on  the  one  side^  and  Israel  stood  on  a  mountain 
on  the  other  sidey  and  there  was  a  valley  between  them." — 
1  Samuel  xvii.  %  3. 

f  **  And  David  took  his  staff  in  his  hand,  and  chose  him 
five  smoodi  stones  out  of  the  brook,  and  put  them  in  a  shep- 
herd's bag,  which  he  had,  even  in  a  scrip  ;  and  his  sling  was 
in  his  hand,  and  he  drew  near  to  the  Philistine. 

**  Then  said  David  to  die  Philistine,  Thou  comest  to  me 
with  a  sword,  and  with  a  spear,  and  with  a  shield;  but  I  come 
to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  the 
armies  of  Israel^  'whom  thou  hcut  defied, 

**  This  day  will  the  Lord  deliver  thee  into  my  hand ;  and 
I  wOt  smite  thee,  aad  take  thine  head  from  thee,  and  give 
the  carcases  of  the  host  of  the  Philistines,  this  day,  unto  the 
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ing  this  interesting  scene,  and  much  exhausted, 
having  rode  from  sun-rise  to  sun-set,  the  tract 
or  way  became  very  elevated ;  when,  on  a  sud- 
den turn,  and  at  the  sununit  of  it,  Jerusalem,  . 
which  appeared  to  be  compact*,  burst,  as  it  were, 
into  view,  —  a  place  I  had  so  long  expressed  a 
most  ardent  desire  to  behold,  before  I  laid  my 
head  on  the  bed  of  death. 

Any  language  that  I  could  attempt  to  use, 
would  fall  infinitely  short  of  conveying  to  the 
mind  of  the  reader  those  emotions  with  which 
I  was  seized,  at  beholding  the  blessed  city 
with  its  towers,  minarets,  mosques,  and  in 
particular,  the  dome  over  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  sparkling  under  the  setting  of  a 
^orious  sun;  a  spot  where  the  voice  of  the  Eter- 
nal  himself  had  sounded,  the  great  Redeemer 
proclaimed  his  Divinity,  and  shed  his  precious 
blood  on  the  cross,  as  a  voluntary  sacrifice  to 
satisfy  the  ofiended  justice  of  Heaven,  for  that 
violation  of  the  law  which  had  been  committed 
by  man,  thus  making  reconciliation  between  the 

fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  the  wild  beasts  of  the  earth,  that  all 
may  know  there  is  a  God  in  Israel. 

^*  And  David  put  his  hand  in  his  bag,  and  took  from  thence 
a  stone,  and  slang  it,  and  smote  the  PhiUstine  in  his  forehead, 
that  the  stone  sunk  into  his  forehead,  and  he  fell  upon  his 
fiu:e  to  the  earth.**  —  1  Samuel,  xvii.  4a  45, 46.  49. 

*  <'  Jerusalem  is  builded  as  a  city  that  is  compact  ta- 
gether." — Fmlrn  exsit.  S. 
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Creator  and  creature,  and  establishing  a  hap* 
piness  which  is  everlasting.  At  this  never-to-be- 
forgotten  moment,  I  was  thrown  into  a  transport 
of  holy  awe  and  joy,  which  elevated  my  heart ; 
when  I  leaped  from  my  mule,  threw  off  my 
shoes*,  and  falling  down  in  all  humility  saluted 
the  ground,  exclaiming,  "  Glory  to  God  m  the 
higfiest,  peace  on  eartfi^  and  good  will  towards 
men.** 

At  this  time  I  could  not  fail  to  contemplate, 
with  feelings  of  the  deepest  gratitude,  how  much 
a  gracious  Providence  had  watched  over  me 
through  all  those  numerous  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers to  which  I  had  been  exposed  by  sea  and 
land,  since  I  left  niy  native  country,  and  con- 
ferring the  distinguished  honour  of  bringing  me 
to  behold  a  place  where  transactions  of  a  more 
awful  nature,  regarding  the  eternal  interests  of 
mankind  had  occurred,  than  in  any  other  region 
under  the  canopy  of  heaven.  These  ever  me- 
morable events,  the  subUme  and  glorious  lan- 
guage opened  up  in  the  book  of  truth,  which 
had  fallien  from  the  lips  of  him  <<  who  spake  as 
never  man  did,^'  all  rushed  upon  my  mind.  I 
was,  in  truth,  almost  out  of  the  body,  and  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  unworthiness  to  tread  a 
soil  so  eminently  sacred,  with  my  sinful  feet. 

I  am  aware  that  some  of  my  readers,  *and  per* 

*  '<  Put  off  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  where- 
on thou  standest  is  holy  ground." —  Exod.  iii.  5. 
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haps  those  of  a  serious  frame  of  mind,  may  be 
surprised  at  the  strong  language  I  find  myself 
impelled,  almost  irresistibly,  to  employ,  in  order 
to  convey  an  idea  of  those  delightful  sensations 
experienced  in  surveying  places  connected  with 
those  objects  and  events  which  must  ever  be 
regarded  by  believers,  as  the  most  grand  and 
interesting.  To  guard,  however,  against  mis^ 
apprehension,  I  take  the  liberty  to  remark,  that 
I  wish  not  to  lose  sight  of  considerations  adapt- 
ed to  check  presumption  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  prevent  the  wildness  of  superstition  on  the 
other.  Those  delightful  feelings,  which  occu- 
pied my  mind  in  the  situations  referred  to,  I  do 
by  no  means  hold  inseparably  connected  with 
the  view  of  such  places :  there,  indeed,  arises 
a  natural  connection,  from  what  is  called,  the 
association  of  ideas  ;  but  it  must  be  remembered^ 
to  the  disgrace  and  humiliation  of  human  nature, 
that  many  have  been  witnesses,  not  only  of  the 
country,  but  of  the  great  and  Divine  appearances 
and  transactions  referred  to,  under  no  feelings 
at  all,  but  those  of  deplorable  stupidity  and 
wickedness. 

I  hope,  however,  that  I  may  be  permitted, 
without  the  charge  of  arrogance  and  vanity,  to 
acknowledge  it  as  a  favour  on  the  part  of  Divine 
Providence,  not  unaccompanied,  I  trust,  with 
the  influence  of  grace,  that  I  was  elevated  in 
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the  manner  I  have  narrated,  while  passing  over 
this  sacred  ground.  It  is  still  farther  to  be 
considered,  that  those  christians  who  have  never 
set  their  eyes  on  this  sacred  spot  of  the  earth, 
though  it  is,  at  present,  by  the  righteous  judgment 
of  God,  fearfully  laid  waste,  may,  by  the  lively 
exercise  of  faith,  connected  with  the  word  and 
institutions  of  the  Gospel,  rise  to  the  most  ex- 
alted and  powerful  views  of  the  glorious  objects 
of  their  confidence,  and  sources  of  supreme  de- 
light, and  thus  experience  the  fulfilment  of 
those  expressions  of  the  true  and  faithful  wit^ 
ness,  "  Blessed  are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and 
yet  have  believed/* 

I  mounted  the  mule,  and  proceeding  with  my 
little  cavalcade,  gazing  stedfastly  on  the  city 
and  surrounding  country,  entered  Jerusalem  at 
one  of  the  great  gates,  named  the  port  of  Damas- 
cus, but  no  exactions,  as  anticipated,  were  made ; 
and  I  was  conducted  by  my  guide  to  the 
convent  of  Franciscans,  repeating  an  expres- 
sion of  Scripture  which  had  occurred  at  the  mo- 
ment of  alighting  from  my  mule.  *  A  huge  door, 
formed  partly  of  wood  and  iron,  was  opened,  and 
instantly  shut  on  my  dismounting,  when  I  was 
kindly  received  by  the  friars  in  a  body,  who  con- 
ducted me  to  a  narrow  cell,  in  a  long  gallery^ 

*  "  Our  feet  shall  stand  within  thy  gates,  O !  Jerusa- 
lem."—  Psalw  cxxii.  2. 
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with  a  window,  consisting  of  four  panes  of  glass, 
and  without  a  chimney,  where  I  found  only  an 
antiquated  table  and  chair,  with  the  frame  of 
a  bed,  on  which  I  threw  my  couch,  and,  almost 
worn  out  with  the  labours  of  the  day,  enjoyed  a 
comfortable  repose  during  night. 

Next  morning  I  was  waited  upon  by  several 
of  the  friars,  to  convey  the  congratulations  of 
the  Grand  Superior  of  the  convent,  as  he 
nvas  called,  on  my  arrival,  when  they  offered  to 
render  me  any  assistance ;  and  I  shewed  them  the 
letter  I  had  received  from  Rome,  to  which 
the  highest  possible  respect  was  paid,  and  taken 
to  the  Superior  for  his  perusal.  The  Dragoman 
and  Janissary,  with  a  guide,  afterwards  entered, 
offering  their  services,  explaining  the  objects 
to  be  pointed  out,  and  addressing  me  some- 
times by  the  title  of  "Your  Highness,*'  at 
another,  "  My  Lord  Cavalier,*'  and  often  by 
"Your  ExceUency."  By  the  officiousness  of 
one  old  brother,  I  was  particularly  annoyed, 
who  remained  constantly  sitting  in  my  apart- 
ment tendering  his  services,  putting  a  thousand 
questions ;  and  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  I 
could  secure  a  quiet  moment,  to  write  down  a 
few  notes  of  my  journey  from  Joppa  to  the  city. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

PALESTINE.  —  JERUSALEM.  —  SITUATION.  —  HISTORICAL 
SKETCH.  —  FRANCISCAN   CONVENT.  —  WALK   ROUND    THB 

WALLS  OP  THE  CITY. VISIT  TO  THE   MOUNT  OF  OLIVES* 

—  SHAPE   OF    THE  FOOT  OF   CHRIST    ON    ITS    SUMMIT* 

'     GARDEN  OF  GETHSBM ANE,  —  OTHER  SACRED  PLACES. 

The  whole  of  Palestine,  in  general,  maybe  con- 
sidered  as  a  rocky  country.  This  fact  appears 
to  be  strongly  confirmed  by  revelation;  since  we 
find  that  Moses,  in  travelling  through  the  wilder- 
ness,  called  upon  the  children  of  Israel  to  mark 
the  contrast  between  the  low  or  flat  country 
they  had  abandoned,  and  that  on  which  they 
were  then  about  to  enter,  • 

The  description  of  Jerusalem,  which  God 
himself*  had  so  specially  set  apart  for  his  seat, 
has  been  so  much  exhausted  by  traveUers,  that 
it  may  be  almQs|r  considered  presumption,  on  my 
part,  to  offer  one  syUable  respecting  it. 

Though  long  stripped  of  all  its  antient  beauty, 
it  is  still  a  considerable  city,  and  the  capital  of 
Palestine.     It  is  situated  on  a  rocky  eminence, 

*  <<  For  the  land  thou  goest  in  to  possess  it,  is  wA  as  the 
land  of  Egypt,  from  whence  ye  came  out,  where  thou  sowedst 
thy  seed,  and  wateredst  it  with  thy  foot,  as  a  garden  of 
herbs.  But  the  land  whither  ye  go  to  possess  it,  is  a  land  of 
hUU  and  valleys^  and  drinketh  water  of  the  rain  of  heaven." 
•^Deut.xi.  10,  II. 
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with  steep  ascents  on  all  sides,  and  at  the  south 
end  of  a  large  plain,  extending  northward  to 
Samaria,  inclosed  with  walls,  and  surrounded  by  a 
deep  valley,  enveloped  with  mountains.  *  From 
a  distance,  it  presents  a  most  imposing  appear- 
ance; but  within  its  walls,  ruins,  wretchedness, 
narrow  streets,  filthy  bazars,  and  a  few  relics  of 
sculpture,  appear  to  be  all  the  evidence  of  its 
former  grandeur.  It  contains  six  gates,  which 
are  regularly  shut  at  sun-set. 

Jerusalem  is  supposed  to  owe  its  origin  to 
Melchisedec,  the  high  priest,  by  whom  it  was 
founded  2000  years  before  the  advent  of  Jesus 
Christ  In  the  century  after  its  foundation,  it 
was  captured  by  the  Jebusites,  who  extended  the 
waUs,  and  constructed  a  castle,  or  citadel,  on 
mount  Sion.  The  town  was  taken  from  them, 
by  the  command  of  Joshua  j  but  they  long  held 
possession  of  the  fortress,  nor  was  it  established 
as  the  capital  of  Israel,  till  the  time  of  David. 
All  its  magnificence  was  the  work  of  his  son  So- 
lomon, who  adorned  it  with  many  sumptuous 
edifices,  and,  above  all,  with  a  temple,  which  has 
in  no  age  been  excelled  in  point  of  splendor  and 
magnitude.  In  the  time  of  Rehoboam,  the  town 
was  stormed,  and  plundered  by  the  king  of 
Egypt ;  and  also  about  150  years  after,  by  Joash^ 

*  <<  As  the  mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem^  so  the 
Lord  is  round  about  his  people."  —  Psalm  cxxv.  2. 
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king  of  Israel.  During  the  reign  of  Manassdi, 
it  was  besieged  and  taken  by  the  Assyrians,  when 
that  idolatrous  king  was  carried  captive  to  Baby- 
lon. But  its  destruction  was  not  effected  till  the 
time  of  Zedekiah,  when  Nebuchadnezzar  razed 
tiie  fortifications,  burned  the  temple,  and  car- 
ried the  inhabitants  as  prisoners,  to  add  to  the 
population  of  his  capital.  Seventy  years  after 
they  were  restored^  and  Zerobabel  began  to 
build  the  sacred  structure.  Alexander  the  Great 
could  not  be  said  to  have  taken  it,  since  the 
place  submitted  to  him ;  when  he  entered  as  a 
friend,  and  offered  sacrifices  in  the  temple.  It 
was  sacked  by  Antiochus,  who  profaned  the 
holy  city,  by  placing  there  the  image  of  Jupiter. 
Hie  Maccabees,  who  restored  the  independence 
of  their  country,  rescued  it  from  the  oppressor ; 
but  a  contest  betwerai  their  descendants,  gave 
the  Romans  an  opportunity  of  interfering,  and 
Pompey  became  master  of  Jerusalem.  Judea 
revolting  from  the  yoke  of  Romw  tyrante; 
was  besieged  by  Titus,  taken,  and  totally  de- 
stroyed. Adrian,  however,  began  a  new  cily 
on  the  ruins,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  present 
one.  But  it  was  Constantine,  and  his  pious  mo- 
ther, Helena,  who  restored  the  worship  of  God. 
The  Caliph  Omar,  third  in  succession  from  Ma- 
homet, was  the  next  conqueror.  In  the  holy 
wars  it  was  taken  in  the  great  crusade  by  Godr 
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frey  of  Bouillon,  and  again  became  the  capital 
of  a  kingdom,  when  the  standard  of  the  cross 
waved  triumphantly  on  its  walls  ;  but  in  the  year 
1217,  it  was  abolished,  and  since  that  period, 
"  the  city  of  the  Lord*'  has  remained  only  the 
capital  of  a  Turkish  province. 

On  the  morning  after  my  arrival,  I  walked 
round  the  outside  of  the  walls,  <<  to  mark  its 
bulwarks,  and  tell  the  towers  thereof*,*'  as  these 
at  present  exist ;  and  to  acquire  a  general  idea 
of  its  extent,  and  the  aspect  of  the  surrounding 
country.  I  went  out  by  the  gate  of  Bethlehem, 
having  the  pod  of  Siloam  on  my  right  hand  in 
the  valley ;  and  on  turning  to  the  left,  at  Mount 
Sion,  bad  in  view  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat  below 
me.  t  In  proceedmg,  I  had  then  the  Mount 
of  Olives  in  front,  which  rises  on  the  east  of 
Jerusalem,  and  I  returned  to  the  city  by  the 
gate  of  St.  Stephen  the  martyr.  I  should  con- 
ceive  the  circuit  of  the  whole  walls  does  not  ex* 
ceed  three  miles.  It  may,  therefore^  be  held 
a  very  populous  place,  considering  its  extent, 
the  number  of  inhabitants  being  estimated  at 
about  25,000.  I  had,  particularly,  occasion  to 
observe  the  husbandman  occupied  with  the  plough 

♦  Psalm  xlviii.  12,  13- 

f  **  The  Mount  of  Olives  shall  cleave  in  the  midst  thereof 
toward  the  east  and  toward  the  west,  and  there  shall  be  a 
very  great  vMet/"  —  Zcch.  xiv.  4. 
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on  Zion;  thus  bearing  the  strongest  testimony  to 
tlie  prediction  of  the  prophet.  • 

Having  refreshed  myself  after  this  walk,  I 
set  out,  with  my  interpreter  and  guide,  to  in- 
spect the  various  sacred  places  in  detail.  Leav- 
ing the  city  at  the  gate  of  St  Stephen,  I  was 
conducted  to  the  spot  nearly  contiguous  where 
he  suffered  martyrdom,  t  I  was  then  led  to  the 
church  of  the  sepulchre  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
situated  in  the  valley  between  the  Mount  of  Olives 
and  Jerusalem,  founded  by  St.  Helena.  This  is 
a  small  square  building,  flat  on  the  roof^  with  a 
door  on  the  south  side,  by  which  there  is  a 
descent  into  the  interior  by  steps,  having  on 
the  right  hand  a  small  chapel,  said  to  contain 
the  tomb  of  St  Ann,  the  mother  of  Mary ; 
and  on  the  left,  is  another  similar,  where  Joseph, 
the  husband  of  the  latter,  was  interred.  Eighteen 
lamps  were  burning  in  thesechapels;  andalthough 
the  authenticity  of  such  assertions  depends  on  the 
probabilities  of  tradition,  yet  "the  solemn  still- 
ness'' of  the  place,  the  sepulchral  gloom,  and,  above 
all,  those  associations  which  are  calculated  to 
affect  the  mind  in  seeing  every  object  about  the 

*  <<  Therefore  shall  Zion  for  your  sake  bephtvedas  a^fidd^ 
and  Jerusalem  shall  become  heaps.**  —  Micah  iii.  12. 

f  <*  And  cast  him  wii  of  the  city  and  sUmed  him.  And  they 
stoned  Stephen,  calling  upon  God,  and  saying,  Lord  Jesuf 
receive  my  spirit. '•— Acts  vii.  58,  59.. 
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Holy  City,  combined  to  render  a  visit  to  this 
consecrated  spot  so  deeply  interesting  that  a  tnu 
veller  of  the  least  sensibility  never  can  forget. 

I  next  passed  along  a  small  bridge  thrown  over 
the  Cedron,  and  proceeded  to  the  Mount  of 
Olives.  When  I  had  ascended  about  half  way 
towards  the  summit,  I  came  to  several  grottos 
excavated  labyrinthically  in  the  rock.  A  little 
higher  is  another  cavern,  or  subterraneous  church, 
as  it  is  now  formed,  consisting  of  several  arched 
vaults,  where  we  were  told  the  Apostles  composed 
the  creed  bearing  their  name:  which  is  now  almost 
filled  with  rubbish.  About  fifty  yards  farther, 
a  spot  is  pointed  out  where  our  Lord  looked 
down  upon  Jerusalem  in  grief,  and  pronounced 
that  ever-memorable  prophecy  which  has  been  so 
awfully  and  strikingly  fulfilled.  • 

*  <'  Seest  thou  these  great  buildings  ?  there  shall  not  be  left 
one  stone  upon  another  that  shall  not  be  thrown  down."  •— 
Markxiii,  2. 

<'  And  when  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld  the  cky,  and  wept 
over  it. 

<*  Saying,  if  thou  hadst  known,  even  thou,  at  least  in  this 
thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace!  but  now 
they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes. 

*'  For  the  days  shall  come  upon  thee,  that  thine  enemies 
shall  cast  a  trench  about  thee,  and  compass  thee  round, 
and  keep  thee  in  on  every  side. 

*^  And  shall  lay  thee  even  tnith  the  ground^  and  thy  children 
within  thee;  and  they  shall  not  leave  in  thee  one  stone  upon 
another;  because  thou  knewest  not  the  time  of  thy  visita- 
tion." —  Luke  xix.  4-1— 4'5. 
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A  little  to  the  right  of  this  most  impressive 
situation,  our  Lord  dictated  a  second  time  to  his 
disciples  that  sublime  and  comprehensive  form  of 
prayer,  to  equal  which,  all  the  learning  and  talent 
employed  in  the  composition  of  human  liturgies 
are  as  nothing.  * 

Was  I  to  attempt  to  describe  only  in  part 
those  sensations  I  experienced  when  standing  on 
that  very  ground  which  had  been  trodden  by  the 
sacred  feet  of  our  Redeemer,  all  that  language 
could  express  would  at  once  &11  short  Tlie 
warmest  glow  of  inexpressible  delight  arose  in 
my  bosom,  and  of  that  solemn  nature  of  which  a 
reader  can  form  no  just  conception.  My  heart 
beat,  or  rather  burned  with  emotions,  that  it  had 
at  no  former  period  enjoyed ;  a  gratification,  in- 
deed, more  pure  than  can  be  derived  from  the 
corporeal  senses.  I  was,  in  truth,  extricated  as  it 
were  from  the  mortal  vestment  of  tiie  body,  and 
absorbed  in  the  rapturef^of  a  more  holy  life.  I 
must  not,  however,  trust  to  an  ineffectual  pen  to 

*  ^*  After  this  manner  therefore  pray  ye,  Our  Father  which 
art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name. 

<<  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is 
in  heaven. 

'<  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread. 

*<  And  forgive  us  our  debts'as  we  forgive  our  debtors. 

*<  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil. 
For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever. 
Amen." —  Matthew  vi.  9—13. 
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describe  all  those  delightful  feelings  I  enjoyed  on 
this  particular  occasion.  To  taste  that  exalted 
pleasure  of  which  I  partook  on  this  sanctified 
ground,  the  reader  must  not  ooly  possess  a  hearty 
sincere  in  the  belief  of  Divine  Revelation,  but 
stand  on  the  identical  spot,  and  be  favored  with 
a  vivid  image  of  the  great  and  glorious  labours 
of  redemption,  which  were  accomplished  there 
by  Jesus  Christ,  and  before  the  eyes  of  those  who 
were  witnesses  of  his  exalted  power,  clemency, 
and  charity.  If  I  find  myself*  so  totally  inade* 
quate  to  relate  what  I  felt  in  this  lower  part  of 
the  mount,  so  blessed  by  his  presence,  how  shall 
I  express  all  that  rushed  upon  my  soul  when  J 
reached  the  pinnacle  of  that  glorious  devatikm^ 
from  which  the  Redeemer  of  the  world  had  as^ 
cended  to  heaven ! 

I  observed  on  the  top  of  the  Mount  of  Olives 
the  remains  of  a  church  or  chapel,  denominated 
that  <<  of  the  Ascensic»»,"  built  by  St.  Helena, 
who,  through  the  means  of  her  son  Constantine, 
may  be  considered  as  possessed  of  the  treasures 
of  t^  Roman  world,  and  has  left  behind  her, 
Q^  only  in.  and  about  Jerusalem,  but  in  other 
parts,  innumerable  monuments  of  her  faith  and 
•«  labour  of  love."  *  This  chapel  is  small,  and 
in  the  octagon  form,  witli  a  cupola.    Here  there 

♦  Heb.  vi.  10. 

*m6 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


172  MOUNT   OP  OLIVES. 

18  shown  the  impression  of  the  left  foot,  or  sandal, 
of  a  man,  made  on  a  rock  or  stone,  said  to  be 
that  of  our  Saviour  on  ascending  to  heaven*, 
wMch  is  deeoady  saluted  by  pilgrims,  and,  as  an 
dbjject  of  curiosity,  I  took  an  outline  of  it. 

How  defdorable  is  the  consideration,  that  ftaud 
and  interest  should  thus  traffic  with  the  most 
sacred  feelings,  and  awftd  objects  of  adoration 
and  religious  belief  I  At  the  same  time,  though 
I  own  I  t^totertaitt  doubts  as  to  the  authenticity 
of  th^  fact,  yet  candour  obliges  me  to  admit  it 
may  not  aft^  dU  be  im]>robBble  that  those  iAto 
witnensed  th^  ascension  of  bur  Lord,  mi^^t,  in 
their  z^  to  retain  the  memorial  of  an  event  so 
remarkable,  trace  an  outline  on  the  last  spot  of 
this  earth  which  had  heea  touched  by  his  sacred 
feet  Admitting,  therefore,  the  outline  was  formed 
to  mark  the  place,  it  would  appear  that  he  stood 
mith  Ins  Idft  hand  towards  Jerusalem,  a  most 
^^n^alling  sign,  and  that  his  face  was  directed 
towards  the  north.  The  Mount  of  Olives,  as  I 
fyfUtmty  mentioned,  commands  a  most  perfect 
view'  of  the  surrounding  country,  from  which 
the  city  of  Jerusalem  appears  to  be  as  under  the 

*  **  Behold  upon  the  mouniami  ihtfeet  of  him  that  bringeth 
good  tidings^  that  publisheth  peace !"  —  Nahum  i.  15. 

**  Hinjed  shall  stand  in  that  day  on  the  Mauni  of  Olives, 
which  is  before  Jerusalem  on  the  east."—  Zech.  xiv.  4t. 
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feet.  The  most  magnificent  building  of  all,  in 
point  of  architecture,  and  peculiarly  striking,  is 
a  mosque,  or  what  is  called  the  Temple  of  Solo- 
mon, directly  in  front  of  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
and  which,  at  this  time,  I  saw  several  persons 
occupied  in  painting  and  ornamenting. 

This  leads  me  shortly  to  observe,  that  nothing 
is  considered  more  difficult  than  for  a  Christian 
to  enter  any  mosque;  indeed,  if  he  does  get 
admittance,  he  runs  the  hazard  of  losing  his  head, 
since  it  is  held  by  the  Mahomedans  that  he  pol- 
lutes the  place  by  his  presence.  Instances,  how- 
ever, have  occurred,  and  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, where  admission  was  obtained.  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  I  was  told,  had  been  allowed  to  go 
into  this  mosque  upon  his  arriving  in  the  city 
of  Jerusalem;  and  Dr.  Richardson,  who  tra- 
velled with  Lord  Belmore  a  short  time  before 
my  arrival,  from  having  preferred  this  singu- 
lar gratification  to  receiving  valuable  presents 
which  had  been  offered  him  by  Omar  Efiendi, 
Capo  Verde  at  Jerusalem,  for  having  performed 
most  skilful  operations  to  remove  a  complaint 
with  which  he  had  been  afflicted.  One  celebrated 
traveller,  on  the  other  hand,  I  heard,  had  found  his 
way  into  this  temple  without  permission  by  dis* 
guising  himself,  and  affected  togo  through  the  Ma* 
homedan  mode  of  worship,  but,  having  been  dis- 
covered, after  he  had  left  the  place,  and  returned 
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to  the  Franciscan  convent,  he  was  assailed  there 
by  a  party  of  Turks,  when  considerable  appre- 
hensions were  entertained  for  his  personal  ssLSety, 
and  he  made  a  hasty  and  secret  departure  from 
Jerusalem.  Here  I  should  observe  that  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Mahomedan  religion,  the 
site  of  Solomcm's  Temple  appears  to  have  been 
held  in  great  veneration  by  the  disciples  of 
the  Impostor  of  Mecca,  and  history  points  out, 
that  it  was  for  some  time  hesitated  whether 
it  should  not  be  on  that  holy  spot  to  which  all 
his  followers  were  to  turn  their  faces  in  prayer, 
as  they  now  do  towards  the  Arabian  temple  at 
Mecca. 

The  general  view  of  Judea  from  the  summit 
of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  reminded  me  of  many 
parts  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  A  scene 
of  hiUs,  like  an  ocean  fixed  at  once  into  solidity 
when  heaving  in  its  wildest  fury,  presents  itself 
on  all  sides.  In  turning  round,  the  eye  perceives, 
in  a  southern  direction,  the  Dead  Sea,  at  a  great 
distance,  amidst  awful  silence  and  desolation, 
and  guarded,  as  it  were,  with  stupendous  moun- 
tains. 

In  descending  the  mount,  I  observed  olive 
trees  scattered  along  the  sides  of  it,  some  of 
which  had  the  appearance  of  considerable  anti- 
quity; for  the  olive  is  of  unknown  durability', 
smd  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  neighbour* 
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hood  of  Athens  abounds  with  groves  of  olives, 
which  are  held  to  be  older  than  the  most  antient 
monuments  of  that  venerable  city. 

I  now  came  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane, 
which  is  situated  about  the  foot  of  the  mount, 
and  near  the  Brook  Cedron.  It  is  a  piece  of 
ground  surrounded  by  a  coarse  loose  dike  or 
wall  of  a  few  feet  in  height,  and  about  the  third 
part  of  an  acre  in  point  of  extent ;  where  there 
are  standing  seven  olive  trees  of  enormous  mag* 
nitude,  said  to  have  been  in  existence  since  the 
time  of  our  Lord,  which  are  highly  venerated  by 
the  Christians,  who  consider  an  attempt  to  cut  or 
injure  these  as  a  most  profane  act ;  and  should 
a  Catholic  be  known  to  pluck  any  of  the  leaves, 
it  subjects  him  to  a  sentence  of  excommunication 
from  church  privileges.  Beads  are  made  of  the 
olive  stone,  and  a  string  of  these  was  given  me  by 
one  of  the  monks  of  the  convent,  who  said  it  was 
the  most  sacred  object  he  could  possibly  present 
to  a  traveller. 

It  was  in  this  garden  that  our  Saviour  was 
engaged  in  prayer,  and  a  view  of  it  is  well  cal- 
culated to  impress  the  Christian  mind  with  the 
deepest  religious  awe  and  veneration,  when  con- 
templating  that  agony  which  his  soul  had 
experienced.* 

*  «  Then  conieth  Jesus  with  them  unto  a  place  called 
Oethsematief 

And 
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At  the  lipper  end  is  the  place  where  the 
Apostles  Peter,  James,  and  John,  fell  asleq^ 
during  the  passion  of  their  divine  Master  ;  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  garden,  the  spot  where 
Judas  betrayed  him.*  A  variety  of  other  most 
interesting  places  and  grottos  were  pointed  out, 
which  I  shadl  not  mention. 

This  leads  me  to  take  notice  of  observations 
which  have  been  introduced  by  Maundrell  in  his 
Journey  from  Aleppo,  when  alluding  to  grottos 
in  the  country :  <<  Almost  all  passages  and  his- 
tories related  in  the  gospel,  are  represented  by 

**  And  saith  unto  his  disciples,  Afy  soul  is  exceeding  sor- 
rooi/uLy  even  unto  death, 

"  And  he  fell  on  his  face  and  prayed,  saying,  O  my  Father, 
if  it  be  possible  let  this  cup  pass  from  me ;  nevertheless,  not 
as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt.  And  he  cometh  unto  the  dis- 
ciples and  findeth  them  asleep."  —  Matt.  xxvi.  36.  40. 

"  And  they  came  to  a  place  which  was  named  Getk- 
semane; 

"  And  he  fell  on  the  ground  and  prayed. 

"  And  he  said,  Abba,  Father,  all  things  are  possible  unto 
thee ;  take  away  this  cup  from  me:  nevertheless  not  what  1 
will,  but  what  thou  wilt.  And  he  cometh  and  findeth  them 
sleeping." —  Mark  xiv.  32.  35,  36,  37. 

"  And  being  in  an  agony^  he  prayed  more  earnestly,  and 
his  sweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood  fcdUng  down  to 
the  ground."*  —  Luke  xxii.  44. 

**  When  Jesus  had  spoken  these  words,  he  went  forth 
with  his  disciples  over  the  Brook  Cedrony  where  there  was  a 
garden^  into  the  which  he  entered  with  his  disciples."  — 
John  xviii.  I. 

♦  Matt.  xxvi.  25.      Mark  xiv.  44.      John  xviii.  2. 
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those  wha  undertake  to  show  where  every  thing 
was  done,  as  having  been  done  most  of  them  id 
grottos,  and  that  even  in  such  cases  where  the 
condition  and  circumstances  of  the  actions  them- 
selves seem  to  require  places  of  another  nature. 
Thus  if  you  would  see  the  place  where  St  Anne 
was  delivered  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  you  are  car- 
ried to  a  grotto  ;  if  the  place  of  annunciation,  it 
is  also  a  grotto  ;  if  the  place  where  the  Blessed 
Virgin  saluted  Elizabeth ;  if  that  of  the  Baptist's, 
or  that  of  our  Saviour's  nativity ;  if  that  of  the 
agony,  or  that  of  St  Peter's  repentance,  or  that 
where  the  apostles  made  the  creed,  or  that  of  the 
transfiguration;  all  these  places  were  also  in 
grottos :  and,  in  a  word,  wherever  you  go,  you 
find  almost  every  thing  is  represented  as  done 

UNDERGROUND." 

With  the  accuracy  of  these  remarks  I  was 
most  peculiarly  struck  in  this  and  other  parts  of 
the  Holy  Land,  which  I  own  had  the  effect  of 
weakening  my  &ith  in  the  credibility  of  the 
guides ;  nor  can  one  properly  divest  himself  of 
the  idea  that  there  must  be  something  nearly- 
allied  to  fraud  in  many  of  their  representations, 
since,  among  the  early  Christians,  we  do  not  find 
that  any  importance  whatever  was  attached  to 
those  places,  which  had  been  the  scenes  of  the 
events  above  alluded  to ;  and  when  we  take  into 
view  how  much  the  Christian  priesthood  about 
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Jerusalem  have  been  for  a  series  of  ages  engaged 
in  deriving  a  considerable  emolument  from  the 
pilgrims,  in  consequence  of  thdr  explanations 
and  colouring  of  the  holy  places,  we  can  hardly 
refrain  from  entertaining  doubts  that  they  select 
spots  the  most  striking,  in  preference  to  search- 
ing with  any  great  antiquarian  accuracy  for 
those  which  must  be  held  as  indisputably  au- 
thentic. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

JERUSALEM    CONTINUED.  —  VALLEY    OF    JEHOSHAFHAT.  — 

PIT  OF  NEHBMIAH. ISAIAH    SAWN    ASUNDER.  POOL 

OF  SILOAM.  —  PLACE  WHERE  JUDAS  HANGED  HIMSELF.  — 

TOMBS   OF    ZECHARIAH    AND    ABSALOM. SEPULCHRE   OF 

JEHOSHAPHAT. ANECDOTE  OF   SIR  SIDNEY  SMITH.  —  IN- 
SULT THE  AUTHOR  RECEIVED  IN  HIS  CHRISTIAN  DRESS. 

In  descending  from  the  garden  of  Gethsemanei 
I  proceeded  to  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  towards 
the  south,  and  on  the  eastern  side  of  it.  Among 
the  first  objects  which  were  pointed  out  to  me, 
was  the  Pit  of  Nehemiah,  where  the  avenger  of 
Israel  discovered  the  sacred  fire  which  had  been 
concealed  there  during  the  Babylonish  cap- 
tivity.*    Soon  after  I  came  to  the  spot  where 

*  **  For  when  our  Others  were  led  into  Persia,  the  priests 
that  were  dien  devout  took  the  fire  of  the  altar  privately,  and 
hid  it  in  a  hollow  place  of  a  pit  without  water,  where  they 
kept  it  sure,  so  that  the  place  was  unknown  to  all  men. 

<<  Now  after  many  years,  when  it  pleased  God,  Nehemiah 
being  sent  from  the  king  of  Persia,  did  send  of  the  posterity 
of  those  priests  that  had  hid  it  to  the  fire,  but  when  they  told 
us  they  found  no  fire,  but  thick  water. 

Then  commanded  he  them  to  draw  it  up,  and  to  bring  it, 
and  when  the  sacrifices  were  laid  on,  Nehemiah  commanded 
the  priests  to  sprinkle  the  wood  and  the  things  laid  there* 
upon  with  the  water. 

"  When  this  was  done,  and  the  time  came  when  the  sun  shone, 
which  afore  was  hid  in  the  cloud,  th^e  was  a  great  fire  kind' 
ledj  so  that  every  man  marvelled. 

«  And 
N  2 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


180  POOL   OF   SILO  AM. 

Isaiah  the  prophet  was  sawn  asunder,  the 
traditionary  history  of  whose  martyrdom  ap- 
pears to  be,  that  king  Manasseh  had  formed  an 
idol,  which  was  commanded  to  be  worshipped* 
The  prophet  had  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him 
from  this  object  of  idolatry,  and  was  in  conse- 
quence ordered  to  be  punished  for  his  zeal, 
by  tying  him  between  two  boards  and  sawing 
him  asunder.  St.  Paul,  in  his  address  to  the 
Hebrews,  classing  that  of  being  "  sawn  asunder** 
among  the  torments  imdergone  by  the  early 
saints  and  martyrs,  I  should  conceive  to  have 
some  reference  to  the  fate  of  this  great  prophet.* 
A  little  further  from  the  scene  of  the  prophet's 
martyrdom,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  valley,  is 
the  Pool  of  Siloam  t,  alluded  to  so  particularly 

**  And  the  priests  made  a  prayer  whilst  the  sacrifice  was 
consuming.  —  And  the  prayer  was  after  this  manner:  O  Lord, 
Lord  God,  Creator  of  all  things,  who  art  fearful,  and  strong, 
and  righteous,  and  merciful,  and  the  only  gracious  king, 

**  The  only  giver  of  all  things;  the  only  just,  almighty,  and 
everlasting ;  thou  that  deliverest  Israel  from  all  trouble,  and 
didst  choose  the  fathers  and  sanctify  them, 

^  Receive  the  sacrifice' for  thy  whole  people  Israel,  and 
preserve  thine  own  portion,  and  sanctify  it."—  2  Maccabees  i. 

♦  "  They  were  stoned,  they  were  satm  asunder^  were 

^  tempted,  were  slain  with  the  sword ;  they  wandered  about  in 

sheepskins  and  goatskins,  being  destitute,  afflicted,  tarmenied. 

They  wandered  in  deserts  and  mountains,  and  in  dens  and 

caves  of  the  earth."  —  Hebrews  xi.  37. 38. 

"  And  shall  cut  him  asunder"  —  Matt.  xxiv.  51. 

f  <<  When  he  had  thus  spoken  he  spat  on  the  ground. 
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in  Scripture,  the  water  of  wliich  is  of  a  brackish, 
disagreeable  taste,  and  flows  from  a  considerable 
distance,  and  under  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  which 
is  emptied  here  into  a  sort  of  basin,  inclosed  by 
a  wall.  I  went  under  the  porch  from  which  it 
issues  into  this  reservoir,  but  unfortunately  neg- 
lected to  examine  whether  it  was  a  natural  cavern, 
or  an  aqueduct  which  had  been  formed  for  the 
supply  of  the  antient  city.  About  a  gun-shot 
from  and  over  against  this  pool  is  the  <<  Mountain 
of  Oflence,"  as  it  is  termed,  where  Solomon  com- 
mitted idolatry,  by  sacrificing  to  the  gods  of  the 
Moabites  and  the  other  nations  with  his  strange 
wives  and  concubines.*    Near  the  foot  of  it,  the 


and  made  clay  of  the  spittle,  and  he  anointed  tlie  eyes  of  the 
blind  man  with  the  clay. 

**  And  said  unto  him,  Go,  wash  in  the  Pool  of  Siloam,  He 
went  his  way,  therefore,  and  washed,  and  came  seeing. 

<<  The  neighbours  therefore,  and  they  which  before  had 
seen  him  that  he  was  blind,  said  unto  him.  How  were  thine 
eyes  opened  ? 

**  He  answered  and  said,  a  man  that  is  called  Jesus  made 
clay  and  anointed  my  eyes,  and  said  unto  me.  Go  to  the  Pool 
ofSiloamy  and  xoash  I  and  I  went  and  washed,  and  I  received 
my  sight."  «— John  ix.  6—11. 

*  Then  did  Solomon  build  an  high  place  forChemoah,  the 
abomination  of  Moab,  in  the  Hill  that  is  before  JirusaUmp 
and  for  Molech,  the  abomination  of  the  children  of  Amnion. 

**-  And  likewise  did  he  for  all  his  strange  wives  which  burnt 
incense  and  sacrificed  unto  their  gods."  —  1  Kings  xi.  7. 8. 

N  3 
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field  of  blood  is  shown  where  Judas  hanged  him- 
self*; and  beyond  it  I  was  conducted  to  two 
massy  pieces  of  antiquity,  one  of  which  is  called 
the  tomb  of  Zechariah  and  Absalom,  formed  in 
a  most  extraordinary  manner  out  of  the  natural 
rock,  about  eighteen  feet  in  height,  and  orna- 
mented with  semi'Columns  of  architecture,  after 
the  Doric  order,  hewn  in  the  same  entire  stone, 
supporting  a  cornice,  over  which  rises  a  pynu 
midal  roof.  The  latter,  since  Absalom  was  not 
supposed  to  be  buried  in  the  valley,  is  conjectur- 
ed to  have  been  formed  during  the  lifetime  of 
that  prince.  This  is  a  stately  edifice,  construct- 
ed with  great  strength ;  of  a  square  form, 
adorned  with  Doric  pilasters  on  its  sides  and  cor- 
ners ;  but  the  superstructure  is  soon  varied,  and 
it  terminates  in  a  building  not  unlike  the  figure 
of  a  bell.  I  was  told  that  it  was  a  practice 
with  Jews,  in  passing,  to  throw  stones  against  it, 
as  a  mark  of  their  reprobation  of  the  unnatural 
rebellion  of  Absalom  against  his  father.  Near 
this  monument  is  the  sepulchre  of  Jehoshaphat, 
which  gives  the  name  to  this  valley. 

*  **  And  he  cast  down  the  pieces  of  silver  in  the  Tern* 
pie,  and  departed,  and  went  and  hanged  himself." — Matt, 
xxvii.  5. 

<<  Now  this  man  purchased  a  field  with  the  reward  of 
iniquity.  And  it  was  known  unto  all  the  dwellers  at  Jeru- 
salem, in  so  much  as  that  field  is  called  in  their  proper  tongue 
Aceldama,  that  is  to  say,  thejield  of  blood."  —  Acts  i.  la  19. 
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It  was  melancholy  to  observe  the  poreh,  or  en- 
trance of  one  of  these  tombs  choaked  up  with  earth. 
A  space,  indeed,  has  been  formed  by  removing 
part  of  it,  barely  sufficient  for  a  person  to  get  into 
the  interior  even  in  a  horizontal  mode,  which  is 
also  filled  with  rubbish.     Although  many  propo- 
sals, I  fotmd,  had  been  made  by  English  travellers 
to  the  governor  of  Jerusalem  to  clear  away  the 
dirt,  and  restore  the  entrance  and  interior  to  its 
original  form,  yet  this,  as  weU  as  many  others  in 
the  view  of  improvement,  and  to  bring  hidden 
things  to  light,  have  been  strangely  resisted  by 
the  Turks.     Suspicion  uniformly  attaches  to  aqy 
scheme  suggested  in  this  view  to  the  Mahome** 
dans,  especially  when  proceeding  from  an  £ng^ 
lishman.      Indeed  should  he  take  a  spade,  or 
other  implement  in  his  hand,  and  attempt  to  throw 
up  the  earth,  or  remove  rubbish  from  any  build- 
ing; nay,  suppose   he   should  scrape  the  very 
ground  with  his  walking  stick,  and  as  in  the  view 
of  making  a  discovery,  he  is  instantly  surrounded 
by  the  Turks,  who  are  led  to  think  that  there  are 
treasures  under  ground,  in  and  about  Jerusalem, 
which  are  sure  to  be  discovered  when  an  English- 
man is  permitted  to  make  excavations.     It  may 
probably  be  in  the  recollection  of  some  of  my 
readers  who  have  visited  Rome,  that  many  of  the 
antiquities  there,  especially  the  solitary  columns 
and  a  triumphal  arch  at  the  back  of  the  Capitol, 
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which  had  remained  long  almost  totally  buried 
in  rubbish,  which  was  not  attempted  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  Roman  government,  was  accom- 
plished by  the  French,  when  in  possession  of  the 
city ;  in  consequence  of  which  these  precious  re- 
mains of  antiquity  have  been  restored  to  their 
original  length  from  base  to  summit 

It  is  a  strange  idea  entertained  both  on  die 
part  of  the  Jews,  and  even  by  some  Chris- 
tians, that  it  is  in  this  particular  valley  of  Jeho- 
shaphat,  the  General  Judgment  is  to  take  place, 
which  appears  to  be  founded  on  the  words  of 
Holy  Writ  *  If  this  is  the  fact,  the  spot  appears 
to  be  so  very  small  in  compass,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  how  it  could  contain  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  I  apprehend,  however,  the  allu- 
sion to  the  valley  is  to  be  taken  in  a  %urative 
sense,  for  unless  it  be  in  this  point  of  view,  it  has 
no  prc^riety.  Considered  as  an  appellative  name^ 
it  has  peculiar  force,  since  the  prophet,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  Jews,  thought  it  proper  to 
bring  before  that  people  a  situation  the  most 
striking,  for  gathering  together  such  an  assem- 
blage. 

*  For  behold  in  those  days,  and  in  that  time  when  I  shall 
bring  again  the  captivity  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  I  will 
ako gather  all  noHoru  and  toiU  bring  them  down  into  ihevatteff 
ofJdiothaphaty  and  will  plead  "with  them  there  for  my  people, 
and  for  my  heritage  Israel,  whom  they  have  scattered  among 
the  nations,  and  parted  my  land."*  —  Joel  iii.  1. 2. 
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Having  been  nearly  seven  hours  occupied  in 
this  interesting  excursion,  during  the  whole  of 
which  my  feelings  were  held  in  a  state  of  high 
excitement,  I  began  to  suffer  much  from  fatigue. 
I  therefore  quitted  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat, 
and  returned  to  the  city  by  the  gate  that  leads  to 
Bethlehem,  on  entering  which  I  encountered  an 
Arab,  who  spoke  the  Italian  language  tolerably 
correct,  and  enquired  earnestly  for  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  who  appears  to  have  left  a  high  fame  and 
character  throughout  the  country,  and  made  a 
triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem,  accompanied  by 
several  brave  British  seamen,  where  upon  its 
waUs  he  planted  the  British  flag !  In  this  ex- 
cursion, for  the  convenience  of  walking,  I  had 
thrown  off  the  Turkish  dress,  and  resumed  that 
of  the  English ;  but,  imder  the  walls  of  the  city, 
found  the  stones  flying  about  my  ears,  when 
I  made  all  possible  speed  to  the  convent,  and 
on  mentioning  the  circumstance  to  the  friars, 
was  advised  not  to  attempt  a  second  time  to 
perambulate  in  this  costume,  but  resume  the 
oriental  one ;  as  protection  from  insult  could  not 
be  so  properly  afforded  in  any  other,  and  the 
Turks  had  a  dreadful  hatred  of  the  dress  of  the 
Christian.  I  followed  their  advice,  and  found 
afterwards  profit  by  it,  yet,  however  disguised  a 
Christian  may  attempt  to  make  himself  in  the 
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eastern  vestment,  he  is  soon  recognized  by  the 
Mahomedans.  They,  however,  appear  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  sort  of  compliment  to  imitate  their 
dress  and  conform  to  their  usages;  and  these 
always  afford  a  certain  degree  of  protection  to 
Christians. 
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CHAR  XIV. 

REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  ACCURACY  OF  THE  BIBLICAL  DE- 
SCRIPTIONS.  MATERIALS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  CONSTRUC- 
TION OF  BUILDINGS.  —  JERUSALEM.  —  CONVENT.  —  THE 
EAR   OF   A   TURK   NAILED   TO   THE   DOOR  OF  HIS  SHOP. — 

DRESS     OP     WOMEN, GOVERNOR'S     WIVES, ANECDOTES 

RELATED   BY   AN   ITALIAN   QUACK, BROOK   CEDRON.  — 

FOGS. —  PALACE  OF  PONTIUS  PILATE. —  DOLOROUS  WAT. 
—  WHERE  JESUS  WAS  SCOURGED. — OTHER  SACRED  PLACES. 
— 'ARMENIAN  CHURCH.  —  OBSERVATIONS. 

Geing  constrained  by  the  excessive  wetness  of 
this  day,  which  was  Wednesday,  the  Sd  of 
February,  to  remain  in  the  Franciscan  convent, 
where  I  had  taken  up  a  residence,  I  employed 
the  time  in  consulting  the  sacred  volume  respect^ 
ing  those  places  which  I  had  visited,  and  com- 
paring the  statements  and  descriptions  therein, 
with  the  notes  and  memoranda  that  I  had  pre- 
pared as  guides  in  my  enquiries  and  researches. 
After  having  "  run  to  and  fro',  through  the 
streets  of  Jerusalem*,"  I  may  observe,  on  the 
general  style  of  the  buildings,  1  could  not  but  ac- 
knowledge that  every  where  I  saw  traces  of 
the  fidelity  and  truth  of  scriptural  descriptions* 

*  Jeremiah  v.  1. 
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The  Christians  reside  in  a  particular  quarter  of 
the  city,  which  has  been  called  Harat-£1-Nasanu* 
The  houses  are  low,  flat  in  the  roof^  and  have 
few  or  no  windows  to  the  front,  most  of  which 
are  thrown  backwards.  These  look  into  an  open 
court,  in  the  shape  of  a  quadrangle.  The  build- 
ing is  there  encircled  in  the  form  of  a  cloister, 
with  galleries  round  it,  which  are  sometimes 
fronted  with  latticed-work ;  fountains  are  made 
in  the  centre,  and  fruit-trees  around  adorn  this 
court,  which  throw  out  a  delicious  perfume. 

It  is  conjectured  that  our  Lord  had  preferred 
such  courts,  as  favourite  situations  for  proclaim- 
ing his  power  and  Divinity,  such  as  at  the  time 
when  the  helpless  individual,  afflicted  with  palsy, 
had  been  let  down  and  stretched  out  before  him, 
in  the  view  of  receiving  relief  t,  and  on  various 
other  remarkable  occasions. 

The  doors  of  the  houses  are  remarkably  low 
and  narrow,  to  which  admission  can  only  be  had 
by  stooping.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the 
entrances  of  convents,  which  maybe  denominated 

*  The  word  Harat  Bignifies  Street* 

f  **  And  behold  men  brought  in  a  bed  a  man  which  ww 
taken  with  a  palsy,  and  they  sought  means  to  bring  him  in, 
and  to  lay  him  before  him. 

"  And  when  they  could  not  find  by  what  Vay  they  might 
bring  him  in,  because  of  the  multitude,  ihetf  went  upon  the 
hofUSC'-top^  and  let  him  down  through  the  tilings  tvith  his  couch^ 
into  the  midst,  before  Jesus/' — Luke  v.  18,  19. 
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wicket-gates,  and  arise,  in  all  probability,  from 
an  extreme  jealousy  on  the  part  of  tlie€hristian» 
that,  if  these  were  made  on  a  large  scale,  the  pos- 
sessions might  be  invaded  with  greater  facility 
by  the  Mahomedan,  by  riding  into  the  courts^ 
committing  plunder,  and  every  kind  of  outrage. 
When  a  knock  is  heard  at  these  gates,  the  great- 
est caution  is  observed  in  opening  them.  This 
mode  of  building  apjpears  singularly  to  corre- 
spond with  the  observation  of  Solomon,  respect- 
ing the  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  forming 
gateways  too  great  in  height.*  Some  of  these 
are  made  of  brass  and  iron,  and  others  of  heavy 
wood,  strengthened  by  enormous  nails,  and  massy 
bars  of  iron  t,  which  leads  me  to  think  it  is  to  such 
gates  the  Psalmist  points  1:;  and  we  further  find 
they  are  alluded  to,  when  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
had  liberated  Peter  from  his  captivity.  $  The 
massive  gates  of  this  dty,  it  may  be  observed* 
are  regularly  shut  every  evening,  to  insulre  tran- 
quillity, at  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  and  open- 
ed in  the  morning  at  sun-rise,  which  I  find  has 

*  «<  He  that  exaUeth  his  gate  seeketh  destruction." — 
IVov,  xvii.  19. 

t  "  Threescore  great  cities  with  walls  and  iraxen  bars."^-^ 
1  Kings,  iv.  IS. 

%  "  For  he  hadi  broken  the  gates  of  brassy  and  cut  die 
bars  of  iron  in  sunder"  —  Psalm  cvii.  16. 

§  **  When  they  were  past  the  first  and  the  second  ward, 
they  came  unto  the  iron  gate  that  leadeth  unto  the  city,  which 
opened  to  them  of  his  own  accord."*^  Acts  xiL  10. 
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been  an  ancient  practice.  *  One  of  these 
stands  in  front  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  which 
has  been  built  up,  called  the  Golden  Port,  in 
which  it  is  said  our  Lord  had  entered  in  tri- 
umph to  the  city.t  Many  of  the  keys  of  these 
doors,  as  I  had  occasion  to  observe  in  Egypt, 
were  made  of  wood  in  a  singular  manner. 
Several  of  the  houses  are  built  of  stone,  and 
others  of  brick,  which  had  been  dried  by  the 
operation  of  the  sun.  It  is  to  these  perishable 
materials,  no  doubt,  and  so  liable  to  be  damaged 
by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  climate,  that  one  of  the 
prophets  adverts  t,  and  the  comparison  is  so 
strikingly  made  between  angels  and  human 
beings.  §     And  when  I  reflected  on  the  friable 

*  "  Let  not  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  be  opened  until  the 
sun  be  hoty  and  while  they  stand  by  let  them  shut  the  doors 
and  bar  them.**—  Nehemiah  vii.  S. 

f  <<  And  a  very  great  multitude  spread  their  garments  in 
the  way,  others  cut  down  branches  from  the  trees,  and 
strewed  them  in  the  way, 

'<  And  cried,  saying,  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David,  blessed 
18  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

**  And  when  he  was  come  into  Jerusalem  all  the  city  was 
moved."  —  Matt.  xxi.  8 — 10. 

{  '<  And  all  the  people  shall  know,  even  Ephraim  and  the 
inhabitant  of  Samaria,  that  say  in  the  pride  and  stoutness 
of  heart,  ' 

**  The  bricks  are  fallen  down,  but  we  will  build  with 
hewn  stones.** — Isaiah  ix.  9,  10. 

§  *^  Behold  he  put  no  trust  in  his  servants;  and  his  angels 
he  charged  with  folly. 

"  How  much  less  in  them  that  dwell  in  houses  of  clay  f"-^ 
Job  iv.  18,  19. 
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nature  of  bricks  so  f  brmed,  I  conceived  that  the 
straw  the  Israelites  required  in  those  which  they 
had  made  for  the  use  of  the  Egyptians,  must 
have  been  applied,  in  order  to  fonn  a  connecting 
fibre,  as  it  were,  to  the  body  of  the  brick,  and 
not,  as  appears  to  be  commonly  supposed,  to  as- 
sist in  the  burning.    The  great  impression  of  the 
weather  on  buildings  constructed  with  these  un- 
bumt  bricks  is  soon  perceptible.   The  heat  tends 
to  pulverize  them,  and  the  rain  to  affect  their 
stability.     The  streets,  in  dry  weather,  are  suffo- 
cating with  dust,  and,  in  wet,  almost  impassable 
with  a  slough  of  mud.     Is  it  not  therefore   to 
this,  that  we  find  the  allusions  of  the  prophet?* 
Images  of  abundance  in  our  country,  would  not, 
perhaps,  be  taken  from  such  objects,  although 
we  find  something  similar.     For  example,   in 
Scotland,  we  hear  of  a  superfluity  of  riches  being 
compared  to  **  slate  stones,''  and  in  England,  to 
a  street  "  paved  with  gold,"  which  are  figurative 
expressions,  very  frequently  applied  to  denote 
immeasurable  wealth. 

Although  the  population  of  Jerusalem,  as  I 
observed,  amounts  to  85,000,  yet  it  might  con- 
tain a  greater  number,  if  the  many  houses  in  a 
dilapidated  state  were  repaired  and  inhabited. 
It  has  in  many  parts  of  it  a  very  sad  appearance, 

*  **  And  Tyrus  did  build  herself  a  strong  hold,  and  heaped 
up  silver  as  the  dtut^  and  fine  gold  as  the  mire  of  the  sireefs*' 
— -Zechariah  ix.  S. 
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and  similar  to  a  line  of  dead  walls,  on  wfaidi  the 
ivy  ha9  stretched  itself,  and  from  few  or  no 
windows  looking  into  the  streets,  as  formerly 
mentioned.  The  Turks  reside  in  the  district 
called  Harat-£1-Muslmin ;  and  the  Jews  in  that 
named  Harat-El-Youd. 

To  a  person  coming  direct  from  England,  the 
general  appearance  of  the  interior  of  Jerusalem 
would  undoubtedly  be  considered  as  strikingly 
wretched,  but  my  eyes  had  been  prepared  by  sudi 
a  series  of  misery  and  squalidness  in  the  land 
of  Egypt,  that,  perhaps,  I  might  be  justified 
in  sa3dng,  the  city  appeared  to  me,  in  some  de- 
gree, to  merit  the  epithet  of  magnificent. 

The  streets  are  exceedingly  steep,  dirty,  and 
narrow.  Some  of  these  have  very  small  foot 
paths,  about  two  feet  and  a  half  in  width,  which 
reminded  me  of  those  at  Pompeii,  near  Naples, 
and  are  in  the  very  worst  repair,  the  stones  be^ 
ing  loose  and  broken.  Many  of  the  buildings 
are,  indeed,  in  a  miserable  state  of  ruin  and  neg- 
lect. .  A  melancholy  appears  to  reign  through- 
out the  whole  of  this  once  most  splendid  place, 
which  is  shut  in,  and  resembles  a  kind  of  cas- 
tle or  fortification;  on  viewing  it,  a  specta- 
tor is  deeply  interested  with  the  accuracy  of 
prophecy.*     The  Latin  Convent  is  of  consider- 

*  In  the  city  is  left  desolation,  and  the  gate  is  smitten 
with  nfoj^ruc^toff."  — Isaiah  xxiv«  12. 
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able  extent,  and  resembles  a  kind  of  castle  or  for* 
tification.  Besides  the  fraternity  of  about  forty 
friars,  it  is capableof  accommodating  a  larger  num* 
ber,  and  also  many  pilgrims,  from  the  vaiiety  of 
cells  and  apartments.  As  I  was  not  permitted  to 
sit  at  table  with  the  friars,  provisions  were  served 
up  in  my  cell,  and  I  was  often  intruded  upon  by 
many  of  them  paying  visits  during  the  time  I 
was  partaking  of  these.  No  pilgrim  whatever, 
is  allowed  at  any  time  to  sit  down  to  eat  or  drink 
with  the  monks  in  a  body  in  their  hall,  although 
this  privilege  was  extended  to  me  at  Joppa  and 
Rama,  and  may  occur  at  convents  where  the 
friars  are  very  few  in  number. 

When  a  pilgrim  intends  to  pay  his  respects  to 
the  Superior,  or  head  of  the  convent,  a  wish  is 
expressed  through  one  of  the  friars,  and  a  parti- 
ctdar  time  fixed  for  the  interview  in  the  private 
apartment  of  the  Superior ;  on  which  occasion  a 
sort  of  formal  visit  is  made  to  him  when  liqueurs 
are  offered  to  the  guest ;  and,  in  return,  the  supe- 
rior visits  him  in  his  cell  a  few  days  after.  There 
is  a  constant  bustle  and  scene  of  activity  going 
on  in  this  convent;  for,  independent  of  the 
religious  devotions,  almost  diuing  the  whole  day, 
which  is  announced  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  by  the  ringing  of  bells ;  there  are  a 

<<  Is  this  the  city  that  men  call  the  perfection  of  beauty, 
the  joy  of  the  whole  earth  ?"  —  Lam.  ii.  15. 
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number  of  trades  carried  on  within  its  walls  for 
the  benefit  of  the  inmates,  such  as  taylors,  shoe- 
makers, carpenters,  millers,  &c.  The  monks 
wear  large  wide  gowns  and  sleeves  of  a  brown 
colour,  and  a  hood  lying  over  the  shoulder,  a 
black  skull-cap,  and  a  long  white  rope  round  the 
body,  and  hanging  down  the  sides.  Some  of 
them  wear  stockings,  others  do  not,  and  slippers 
like  old  shoes,  with  a  slit  in  the  front  On  ask- 
ing one  of  them  the  reason  he  did  not  put  mi 
stockings,  he  answered,  he  was  anxious  to  imitate 
that  mode  which  was  followed  by  the  apostles. 
This  may  probably  afibrd  greater  fadli^  for 
washing  the  feet,  which  many  of  them  practise 
in  the  east,  as  of  old  *,  in  their  joumies,  which 
are  always  performed  on  foot. 

I  did  not  perceive  that  the  washing  of  feet 
after  the  example  of  humility  shown  by  our 
Lordt,  had  been  practised  in  ihe  convent.  This 

*  **  Let  a  little  water,  I  pray  you,  be  fetched,  and  wuh 
ywrjeet. 

**  And  I  will  fetch  a  morsel  of  bready  and  comfort  ye  your 
hearts,  after  that  ye  shall  pass  onJ*  —  Gen.  xviii.  4,  5. 

^'  And  the  man  came  into  the  house,  and  he  gave  water 
to  wuh  hisfeety  and  the  tnen'sfeet  that  were  with  hinu 

*^  And  there  was  set  meat  before  him  to  eat."  —  Gen. 
xxiv.  82,  SS. 

''  So  he  brought  him  into  his  house,  and  they  toashed 
their  ftety  and  did  eai  and  dritUk"  —  Judges  xix.  21. 

"  Thou  gavest  me  no  toaterfor  myJtHP  —  Luke  viL  44. 

t  ^  After  that  he  (Jesus)  poureth  water  into  a  ba8on»  and 
began  to  nxmsh  the  disciples*  Jeet" — John  xiii.5. 

"If 
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ceremony,  however,  I  imder^d,  was  formerly 
observed  on  the  part  of  the  monks  towards  pil^ 
grims  on  their  arrival,  after  which  a  lighted  taper 
was  put  into  their  hands,  and  aU  went  up  in  pro- 
cession to  the  altar,  where  the  Superior  offered 
up  a  benediction. 

It  would  appear  that  the  protracted  visit  of 
strangers  had  incommoded  the  friars,  and  their 
hospitality  been  abused,  since  a  notice  is  put 
up,  <<  That  no  pilgrims  shall  be  allowed  to  re- 
main  in  the  convent  longer  than  a  montibu'^ 

On  the  top  of  the  convent  is  a  terrace,  which 
commands  a  magnificent  view  of  Jerusalem,  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  with  the  surrounding  country; 
and  the  whole  establishment  may  be  considered 
as  a  little  town  within  itself  I  Witii  respect  to  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  this  convent,  the  copy  of  a 
letter  I  have  subjoined  in  the  Appendix*,  brought 
from  Padre  Monou,  a  monk,  who  is  upwards  of 
eighty  years  of  age,  and  the  oldest  of  the  inmates, 
in  answer  to  a  letter  of  introduction  to  him,  I  had 


« If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your  feet, 
ye  also  ought  to  xvash  one  ancther*sjeet,**  —  John  xiiL  14. 

jVo^.—  This  ceremony,  I  remarked,  had  been  religiously 
followed  by  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain,  at  a  particular 
festival,  when  I  was  in  those  countries.  They  washed  the  feet 
of  twelve  men  in  extreme  poverty,  who  were  afterwards 
bountifully  entertained  and  clothed. 

.   *  Appendix,  No.S. 
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f 
been  iavoured  witb  from  a  catholic  of  rank,  will; 

in  some  degree,  explain  it.   To  the  life  and  actions 

of  this  venerable  and  pious  man,  who  is  held  in 

such  high  estimation,  the  language  of  the  poet 

is  peculiarly  applicable.* 

Articles  of  provision,  in  Jerusalem,  may  be 
considered  moderate  in  point  of  price.  The  bread 
is  bad;  lamb  is  not  much  used ;  bacon  abstained 
from ;  poultry  and  eggs  in  abundance;  and  fish 
indifferent.  The  rakee,  similar  to  common 
gin,  is  drank,  and  also  wine,  which  is  probably 
the  very  worst  to  be  met  with  in  any  coimtry. 
Honey  is  good;  and  vegetables,  grapes,  and 
melons  in  profusion,  and  the  cauliflower  is 
uncommonly  large. 

In  that  quarter  of  the  city,  which  is  called 
Souk-El-Keber,  there  are  some  wretched  hovels 
of  bazars,  or  shops,  covered  with  paltry  awnings 
to  defend  from  the  heat  of  the  sun ;  where  no 
object  can  appear  more  completely  ludicrous 
than  the  extraordinary  small  compass  into  which 
Turks  and  Arabs  can  compress  their  limbs  when 
sitting  cross-legged  in  these  narrow  booths  smok- 
ing their  pipes,  and  that  gravity  of  countenance 
which  they  exhibit.     Should  this  composure, 

*  **  Remote  from  man,  with  God  he  passed  his  days, 
Prayer  all  his  business,  all  his  pleasure  praise," 

Parnell. 
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however,  be  at  any  time  disturbed,  it  is  alwayis 
discovered  by  the  stroking  and  shaking  of  their 
beards. 

I  might  observe,  that  during  my  residence 
here,  a  considerable  sensation  was  excited  in 
.consequence  of  a  Turk  having  presented  to  ano- 
ther who  kept  a  bazar,  a  gold  coin,  demanding 
.small  change  in  return,  when  the  shopkeeper 
gave  him  less  than  the  law  had  fixed  as  the  va- 
lue of  it.  Remonstrance  being  in  vain,  a  repre- 
sentation was  made  to  the  governor,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  summary  mode  in  which  justice 
is  administered,  punished  the  Turk,  by  instantly 
ordering  his  ear  to  be  nailed  -to  the  door  of  his 
shop,  where  he  was  for  some  hours  exposed  to 
public  view,  under  a  state  of  great  torment. 
Punishment  is  also  severely  inflicted  on  those 
who  use  false  weights*,  and  cut  the  coin  which 
has  been  duly  weighed,  t  Money,  indeed,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  properly  weighed,  and  its 
value  fixed  during  the  period  of  Abraham  and 
Moses,  t 

In  no  country,  perhaps,  is  a  greater  degree  of 

*  ^*A  false  weight  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord."  —  Fror. 
xi.  1. 

•J-  "  So  are  the  ways  of  every  one  greedy  of  gain/*  —  Rpov. 
i.  19. 

X  Genesis  xxiii.  16.'     Jeremiah  xxxii.  9,  10. 
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jealousy  entertained  than  in  the  East,  with  re- 
spect to  the  wives  of  the  Mahomedans.  I  saw 
several  of  them  walking  about  the  streets,  in 
company  with  each  other,  who  were  sad  %ures. 
Their  faces  are  covered  sometimes  with  doth 
of  a  black,  and  at  others  of  white  colour,  hav- 
ing holes  cut  for  the  eyes  to  look  through. 
Boots  are  worn  only  as  high  as  the  ande,  and 
cased  in  slippers.  These  females  are  strongly 
built,  some  of  them  almost  gigantic,  and  wrapped 
up  in  large  coats,  not  unlike  those  used  by  the 
wives  of  showmen  in  England.  They  are  com- 
plete slaves  to  their  husbands,  whose  word  is  a 
law,  and  infidelity  is  rarely  known  among  them. 
Should,  however,  an  act  of  adultery  take  place 
on  the  part  of  the  wife,  four  witnesses  are  re- 
quired to  the  fact,  and,  on  conviction,  she  may 
be  stoned  to  death,  or  drowned.* 

I  fell  in  with  a  kind  of  quack,  a  native  of 
Italy,  who  had  been  an  inmate  a  short  time  in 
the  convent,  and  was  pretty  successful  in  pick- 
ing up  money,  there  being  no  medical  perscm  in 
Jerusalem,  notwithstanding  its  great  population; 
he  made  a  boast  of  the  distinguished  privil^e 
he  had  enjoyed  from  his  profession,  in  being 
allowed  to  walk  along  the  streets  with  a  hat  on 
his  head,  unmolested  by  the  Mahomedans. 

*  "  The  adulteress  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.** — Levit. 
X.  10. 
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This  man  inibnned  me  that  he  had  been  called 
to  attend  one  of  the  three  wives  of  the  gover* 
nor,  when  I  asked  if  he  had  been  gratified  with 
a  view  of  her  countenance.  He  replied  that  all 
the  interviews  had  taken  place  in  the  presence 
of  another,  when  he  found  it  quite  impossible  to 
see  her  face,  though  in  that  view  he  had  adopted 
every  expedient,  such  as  informing  the  gover- 
nor he  could  not  judge  of  the  nature  of  the 
complaint,  unless  she  was  completely  unveiled^ 
and  he  examined  her  eyes  and  face.  This 
was,  however,  most  strongly  opposed,  and  the 
governor  only  permitted  him  to  feel  her  pulse^ 
and  exercise  his  own  ingenuity  to  discover  the 
nature  of  the  indisposition. 

He  also  added,  that  on  occasion  of  being  re- 
quired by  a  Turk  to  visit  his  wife,  who  had  been 
taken  with  the  pains  of  child-birth,  he  was  solicited 
to  afford  her  relief,  by  administering  medicine ! 
He  found  the  woman  in  bed ;  and  when  about 
to  proceed  with  that  occult  examination  which 
was  indispensable,  the  Turk  raised  a  poniard, 
and  caused  him  to  desist,  under  a  threat  of 
plunging  it  into  him!  On  this,  when  he  told 
the  Turk  relief  could  not  be  afforded  her,,  and 
death  might  ensue,  unless  he  was  allowed  to  act 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  demanded,  the  barba- 
rian  replied,  "  Then  let  her  die  j'*  and  the  disso- 
lution of  this  unfortunate  woman  actually  did  take 
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place  the  following  day.  I  am  led  to  suppose 
that  in  such  a  state  Oriental  women  in  general 
suffer  less  than  those  in  Europe,  and  probably 
require  little  or  no  assistance  from  medical  per- 
sons, as  appears  from  Holy  Writ  was  anciently 
the  case.*  No  person,  however,  it  may  be  ob- 
served, is  held  in  greater  estimation  in  the  East 
than  a  medical  man,  or  any  one  who  has  the 
slightest  knowledge  of  a  remedy,  or  mode  of 
cure  for  any  malady. 

Travellers  have  expressed  surprise  at  per- 
ceiving the  **  Brook  Cedron"  the  dry  chann^ 
of  an  occasional  torrent.  Their  observations^ 
I  have  no  doubt,  were  just,  but  with  reference 
only  to  that  particular  season  of  the  year  in 
which  they  happened  to  have  been  made ;  for 
at  the  time  I  was  in  Jerusalem,  there  appeared 
to  be  a  pretty  regular  flow  of  water  in  the 
channel,  the  ground  having  been  saturated  by 
the  autumnal  rains ;  indeed,  the  very  existence 
of  a  bridge  thrown  over  the  channel,  appears  to 

*  *^  And  the  midwiyeB  said  unto  Pharaoh,  Because  the 
Hebrew  women  are  not  as  the  Egyptian,  for  they  are  livd^, 
atul  are  delivered  ere  the  midmves  come  unto  ^Aem." -~  Exod. 
i.  19. 

**  The  Gentoo  women,  at  their  labour,  seldom  call  mid- 
wives  :  it  is  a  profession  only  among  the  rich  and  lazy ;  the 
poorer,  while  they  are  labouring  or  planting,  go  aside,  deliver 
themselves,  wash  the  child,  lay  it  in  a  cloth,  and  return  t0 
work  again."  —  Forbes's  Oriental  Memoir^ 
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be  a  sufficient  indication  that  at  times  this  brook 
must  be  impassable. 

On  Thursday,  the  4th  of  February,  the  rain 
still  continued,  vnih  much  cold,  and  attended 
with  a  dense  mist,  such  as  frequently  envelopes 
the  city  of  London  during  the  winter  months. 
I  was  particularly  struck  with  this  phenomenon 
here,  which,  I  was  informed,  has  been  known 
to  continue  sometimes  for  forty  successive  days, 
no  notice  of  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  has 
been  taken  by  travellers.  This  differed  essen- 
tially from  the  fog  about  London,  which  is, 
in  general,  dry,  being  a  dark  and  humid  haze, 
and  like  those  particular  mists  which  veil  the 
mountains  of  Scotland,  and  lodge  for  successive 
days  in  the  Highland  glens.  In  the  course  of 
the  day,  the  weather  having  cleared  a  little,  I 
proceeded  with  my  guide  to  visit  some  of  the 
most  remarkable  places  within  the  walls  of  the 
city. 

I  was  in  the  first  place  conducted  to  the  spot 
where  the  palace  of  Pontius  Pilate  stood,  the 
site  of  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of 
the  governor  of  the  city,  and  almost  contiguous 
to  the  temple  or  mosque  formerly  mentioned. 
Of  the  ancient  building,  two  steps  only  remain, 
projecting  from  a  great  gate-way  in  the  street, 
called  by  the  name  of  Griefi  or  the  "  Dolorous 
Way,**  which  has  been  built  up.     Whether  the 
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flight  of  Stairs,  or  Scala  Sancta  at  Rome,  which 
persons  are  only  permitted  to  ascend  on  their 
knees,  formed  a  part  of,  and  were  taken  fix>m9 
these  steps,  I  cannot  venture  to  affirm ;  though 
every  person  who  has  visited  that  capital,  may 
recollect  there  are  shown  regular  marble  stepB, 
said  to  have  been  brought  from  the  palace 
of  Pilate  in  Jerusalem,  and  considered  as  pecu- 
liarly hallowed  from  being  trodden  by  our  Sa- 
vour in  going  up  to  the  **  Hall  of  Judgment."* 
These  are  classed  among  the  number  of  relics 
which  St  Helena  had  transported  to  the  Roman 
capital. 

From  this  place  I  went  along  the  street  by 
which  the  Redeemer  had  been  conducted  to  the 
place  of  crucifixion,  and  laid  down  his  life  t,  in 
the  thirty-third  year  of  his  age,  for  the  sins  t  of 
a  guilty  world. 

In  passing  along,  I  went  under  a  single  arch 
thrown  across  the  street,  threatening,  from  its 
ruinous  state,  to  fall  every  moment,  on  the 
top  of  which,  it  is  said,  Pilate  presented  Christ 

*  <<  Then  led  they  Jesus  from  Caiaphas  unto  the  Hall  of 
Judgment.'*  —  John  xviii.  28, 
f  "  Seiz'd  on  by  force,  judged,  and  to  death  condemn'd, 

A  shameful  and  accurs'd ;  nail'd  to  the  cross 

By  his  own  nation ;  slain  for  bringing  li/e" — Muton. 
^  "  What  havoc  hast  thou  voadejoul  monster  Sin  J 

Greatest  and  first  of  ills.    The  fruitful  parent 

Of  woes  of  all  dimensions !"  — -  Blair. 
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to  the  multitude.  *  Although  this  may  be  plau<- 
sible  enough,  yet  I  could  not  give  it  entire  credit 
firom  the  appearance  of  the  place.  About  a 
hundred  yards  towards  Calvary,  is  a  building 
like  the  ruins  of  a  church,  and  vaulted,  where  it 
is  said  our  Saviour  was  scourged  t,  now  a  com- 
plete receptacle  for  filth  and  rubbish.  Many 
persons  contend  that  this  edifice  was  erected  on 
the  place  where  the  Virgin  Mary  fainted  when 
she  beheld  her  son  carrying  Ids  cross  t,  and 
treated  with  such  oppression  by  those  whom  he 
had  come  to  redeem.  Continuing  to  follow  the 
street,  the  next  place  pointed  out  was  that 
where  the  procession  met  with  Simon,  the  C3Te- 
nian.$  Turning  to  the  left,  I  was  led  to  the 
place  where  our  Saviour  addressed  those  who  had 
lamented  the  cruelty  and  indignity  which  his 
enemies  had  exercised  towards  him.  ||     Near  this 

*  "  Then  came  Jesus  forth  wearing  the  crown  of  thorns  and 
the  purple  robe ;  and  Pilate  saith  unto  them,  Behold  the 
man  T — John  xix.  5. 

\  **  And  when  he  had  scourged  Jesus,  he  delivered  him 
to  be  crucified.'*  —  Matt,  xxvii.  26. 

^  **  And  he,  bearing  his  cross,  &c.*'  —  John  xix.  17* 

§  '<  And  as  they  came  out,  they  found  a  man  of  Cjrene^ 
Simon  by  name,  him  they  compelled  to  bear  his  cross." — 
Matt,  xxvii.  32. 

II  **  And  there  followed  him  a  great  company  of  people, 
and  of  women,  which  also  bewaUed  and  lamented  him. 

'^  But  Jesus  turning  unto  them  said,  Daughters  of  Jerur 
salemf  weep  not  for  me,  but  tveep  Jbr  youruJ^ves  and  for  your 
chndren.** — Luke  xxiii.  279  ^- 
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there  arie  the  ruins  of  a  church,  erected  over  the 
grotto,  in  which  it  is  said  the  mother  of  Jesus 
was  born.  Other  places  pointed  out  I  shall  not 
describe,  except  one,  where  it  is  said  our  Sa- 
viour's face,  having  been  observed  to  be  smeared 
with  sweat  and  blood,  a  white  handkerchief  was 
applied,  which  is  also  exhibited  at  Rome,  mira- 
culously steeped  in  blood!  Lastly,  I  arrived 
at  a  vaulted  arch,  called  the  Gate  of  Judgment, 
through  which  malefactors  were  led  to  the  place 
of  crucifixion,  which  anciently  stood  at  the  west- 
em  wall  of  Jerusalem,  but  may  now  be  consi- 
dered almost  in  the  centre  of  the  city. 

The  whole  way  from  the  gate  of  St  Stephen, 
which  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  street,  and  named 
Tarrek-El- AUam,  up  to  the  arch,  there  is  a  gra- 
dual  ascent,  but  the  acclivity  then  commences, 
and  the  way  becomes  more  contracted  in  ascend- 
ing to  mount  Calvary.  There  the  Dolorous 
Way  terminates.  It  is  an  extremely  narrow 
street,  over  which  a  gloom  is  spread,  and  difficult 
to  move  along  it,  from  the  stones  being  broken  up, 
and  so  very  much  out  of  order.  On  this  occasion 
I  did  not  proceed  to  the  place  consecrated  by 
so  many  awful  considerations  to  the  heart  of  the 
Christian.  I  visited,  however,- in  particular,  the 
Armenian  convent,  situated  in  the  quarter  called 
Harat-el- Arman ;  the  church  in  which  is  said  to 
be  built  on  the  spot  where  James,  the  brother 
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of  John  was  beheaded  by  commodd  of  the  ty^^ 
rant.*  The  general  view  of  the  interior  of  this 
sanctuary  is  magnificent  The  altar  is  richly 
adorned,  and  the  pulpit  and  doors  are  inlaid  wilJi 
mother  of  pearl.  Combined  with  its  splendour^ 
it  is  distinguished  by  a  most  remarkable  degree 
of  cleanliness,  and  I  should  consider  it  to  be  the 
best  church  in  Jerusalem,  where  the  priests  are 
attentive  in  pointing  out  to  strangers  the  various 
objects  of  interest.  In  a  chapel,  there  is,  in- 
closed  in  a  case,  three  large  stones,  which,  accord- 
ing to  an  opinion  entertained  by  the  brotherhood, 
are  of  inestimable  value.  One  of  these  is  given 
out  to  be  the  same  on  which  Moses  broke  the 
two  tables  of  the  law,  when  he  beheld  with 
indignation,  the  idolatry  of  the  IsraeUtest; 
the  other  was  brought  from  that  part  where  our 
Saviour  was  baptized  in  Jordan ;  and  the  third 
from  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration ;  although 
it  is  remarkable  that  the  broken  tables  them- 
selves do  not  appear  to  have  been  preserved. 
It  is  such  impositions  as  these  that  tend  to  mar 

•  **  Now  about  that  time  HerocI,  the  king,  stretched  forth 
his  hands  to  vex  certain  of  the  church.  And  he  killed  James 
the  brother  of  John,  with  the  sword."  —  Acts  xii.  1,  2. 

f  ^*  And  it  came  to  pass  as  soon  as  he  came  nigh  unto  the 
camp,  that  he  saw  the  calf,  and  the  dancing,  and  Moses' 
anger  waxed  hot,  and  he  cast  the  tables  out  of  his  hands,  and 
brake  them  beneath  the  mount."  —  Exodus  xxxii.  19. 
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the  rifflple  and  sacied  effect  which  these  haUowed 
scenes  are  so  well  calculated  to  produce,  and  by 
the  manifest  fraud  of  a  corrupt  priesthood*  Alas! 
if  the  truth  of  our  holy  religion  did  not  rest  on 
foundations  more  solid  than  stones,  and  such  like 
things,  to  which  the  unreformed  church  attach 
so  high  a  degree  of  importance,  how  littie  would 
it  merit  that  strong  confidence  which  its  exalted 
principles  and  doctrines  require,  and  never  fail  to 
inspire  in  the  mind  of  that  man  who  is  awakened 
to  a  just  sense  of  his  own  natural  unworthiness. 

Leaving  the  Armenian  church,  I  proceeded 
to  the  gate  of  Mount  Sion,  and  walked  round  the 
Hill  of  Calvary,  on  which  I  observed  a  number 
of  tombstones  with  inscripti<»is,  which  it  was 
difficult  to  interpret  At  this  place  I  entered  a 
church,  said  to  have  been  built  on  the  ground 
where  the  house  of  Caiaphas  stood  Under  the 
altar  there  is  also  shown  what  is  pretended  to  be 
the  stone  by  which  Joseph  of  Arimathea  had 
secured  the  door*  of  our  Saviour's  tomb,  which 
appears  to  be  of  a  red  colour,  about  seven  feet 
in  length,  and  three  in  breadth :  adjoining  this 
place  is  a  small  cell,  where  it  is  said  Jesus  was 
imprisoned  some  time  before  he  was  carried  to  the 

*  '<  And  he  laid  him  in  a  sepulchre  which  was  hewn  out  of 
a  rock,  and  rolled  a  stone  unto  the  door  of  the  sepulchre."  — 
Mark  xv.  46. 
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presence  of  Pilate.  In  the  outer  court  there 
are  a  number  of  tomb-stones;  in  the  centre 
is  an  orange  tree  in  full  bearing,  where  I  was 
with  all  solemnily  assured,  that  Peter  stood  when 
he  denied  his  master.  Almost  contiguous  to  the 
spot,  stands  a  mosque,  to  which  I  could  not  obtain 
admittance,  which  is  said  to  have  been  founded 
on  the  site  of  the  house  where  our  Saviour 
celebrated  his  last  supper  with  the  Apostles ;  and 
within  the  circuit  of  the  walls  inclosing  it,  is  the 
spot  on  which  it  is  also  said  the  habitation  stood^ 
where  the  mother  of  the  Redeemer  expired. 

During  the  whole  of  this  excursion  the  weiu 
ther  was  so  very  unfavourable,  that  when  I  re- 
turned to  the  Franciscan  convent  to  take  refresh- 
ment, I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  resume  my  iiw 
vestigation,  but  spent  the  afternoon  in  conversa- 
tion with  the  friars.  I  cannot,  however,  conclude 
the  account  of  those  objects  which  had  passed 
under  my  observation  to-day,  without  expressing 
regret  that  the  priests  by  recounting  so  many 
improbable  tales,  should  seemingly  give  counte- 
nance to  the  scofis  of  the  infideL  For,  on  the 
one  hand,  either  many  of  their  traditions  must 
be  unfounded,  or,  on  the  other,  the  accounts 
handed  down  to  us  by  historians,  of  the  total  de- 
struction of  Jerusalem,  have  been  greatly  exag- 
gerated. We  are  informed  that  the  city  was  in 
a  manner  entirely  obliterated,  and  all  the  inha- 
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bitants  driven  away;  besides,  have  we  not  the 
words  of  prophecy,  nay,  of  Christ  hunself,  with 
regard  to  its  total  destruction*,  that  not  a 
stone  should  be  found  in  its  proper  order  ?  If 
this  is  the  fact,  does  it  not  appear  highly  impro- 
bable that  the  situations  which  are  now  pointed 
out  to  pilgrims,  as  the  scenes  of  so  many  re- 
markable events,  should  have  been  so  well  known 
as  the  priests  would  press  them  to  believe  ?  If 
we  are  to  rely  altogether  on  the  historian,  and  the 
words  of  scripture,  we  should  feel  oiu^elves 
obliged  to  reject  as  false,  many  of  the  local  tradi- 
tions. Something,  however,  after  all,  I  suspect, 
is  to  be  deducted  from  the  reports  of  historians, 
especially  those  of  Josephus,  who  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  exaggerated  the  fall  of  Jeru- 
salem, for  he  betrays  himself,  when  he  states 
that  Titus  razed  the  city  to  the  ground,  and  with 
the  same  breath  adds,  that  he  left  a  garrison, 
when  he  retired  with  the  captives  and  spoil.  Now, . 
had  Jerusalem  been  so  completely  demolished, 

♦  "  Verily  i  say  unto  you,  there  shall  not  be  left  here 
one  stone  upon  another  that  shall  not  be  thraum  doxon**  — 
Matt.xxiv.  2. 

*<  For  the  days  shall  come  upon  thee,  tliat  thine  enemies  shall 
cast  a  trench  about  thee,  and  compass  thee  around,  and  keep 
thee  in  on  every  side*  And  shall  lay  thee  even  toith  the 
ground^  and  thy  children  toithin  thee^  and  they  shall  not  leave  in 
thee  one  stone  upon  another"  —  Luke  xix.  43,  44-. 
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what  possible  use»  it  is  to  be  asked^  could  there 
have  been  for  a  garrison?  In  short,  the  very 
admission  of  that  face  is  confirmatory  of 
the  traditions,  since  there  must  have  been 
inhabitants  left  under  the  guard  of  the  troops, 
among  whom  it  is  highly  probable  there  might 
have  been  many  Christians ;  indeed  the  probedbi- 
lity  is,  that  they  were  in  general  Christians,  since 
it  was  againat  the  stiff-necked  Jews,  that  the  r^ge 
of  the  conqueror  had  been  directed*  Nor  should 
it  be  lost  sight  of,  that,  indignant  as  Titus  was, 
he  appears  to  have  been  most  anxious  to  spare 
the  temple,  and  hence  we  may  reasonably  con- 
clude that  he  would  not  be  more  vindictive 
towards  the  Christians,  who,  by  their  principles^ 
were  less  obnoxious,  and  those  simple  objects 
of  veneration,  and  places  where  the  hallowed 
acts  of  their  religion  were  performed  held  out  no 
temptation  to  the  avarice  and  rapacity  of  the 
BcKnan  scddiers.  Admitting  then  that  there  had 
been  inhabitants  left  in  the  ruins  of  the  antient 
city  of  Jerusalem,  and  among  these  many  Chris- 
tians, I  would  submit,  it  does  not  appear  altoge- 
ther improbable  that  tradition  may  have  preserv- 
ed those  exact  s^pob^  which  are  still  pointed 
out 
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CHAP.  XV. 

VISITS  TO  BSTHLBHBM.  — SPOT  WHERS  THK  VIROIN  RBSTKD. 

«—  HOUSE  OF  SIMEON. WELL  WHERE  THE  STAR  APPEARED 

TO  THE  MAGI. BIRTH-PLACE   OF    CHRIST. —  VALLEY    IN 

WHICH  THE  ANGELS  ANNOUNCED  HIS  NATIVITY.^ — CONTENT. 
•^RECEPTION     BT    THE    MONKS.  <»  MANGER.  —  POOLS    OF 

SOLOMON.— HOUSES  IN  BETHLEHEM. WOMEN  HIRED   TO 

MOURN    OVER    THE    DEAD.  —  DESERT    OF    ST.   JOHN    THE 
BAPTIST.  —  RETURN  TO  JERUSALEM. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Febraary  I  set 
out  with  my  servant,  the  Dragoman,  Janissary, 
and  a  domestic  of  the  convent,  on  a  visit  to 
the  village  of  Bethlehem*,  calctdated  to  be 
about  six  miles  distance  from  Jerusalem,  the 
ever  memorable  spot  of  our  Saviour's  nativity, 
and  also  the  adjacent  country.  I  left  the  city 
by  the  gate  called  Bab-El-Hhaleel,  meaning 
the  chosen,  or  well-beloved.  By  accident  my 
servant,  to  whom  I  had  committed  the  charge  of 
a  favourite  Bible,  happened  to  drop  it  on  the 
road,  a  loss  which,  at  the  moment,  occasioned 
me    great   vexation,    however,    on  dispatching 

*  <<  Thou  Bethlehem^  in  the  land  of  Juda,  art  not  the  least 
among  the  princes  of  Juda,  for  out  of  thee  shall  c<»ne  a 
governor  that  shall  rule  my  people  Israel."  —  Matt.  iL  6. 
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the  Janissary  to  search  for  it,  he  fortunately  re- 
covered this  valuable  guide  from  a  Bethlehemite 
female,  who  had  picked  it  up. 

About  two  miles  on  the  way,  I  passed  a  large 
tree,  in  a  withered  state,  which,  tradition  says, 
marks  the  place  where  the  Virgin  had  reposed 
when  going  towards  Jerusalem  with  our  Saviour, 
to  present  him  in  the  Temple.*  But  this  tale,  like 
many  others,  which  had  been  imparted  respecting 
the  interesting  scenes  of  these  great  events  in  the 
history  of  our  religion,  is,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
not  so  properly  authenticated  as  our  own  feelings 
would  incline  us  to  wish.  To  the  westward,  the 
Dragoman  also  pointed  out  the  ruins  of  the  house 
of  Simeon,t  On  this  road  there  is  a  well,  where 
it  is  reputed  the  star  t  appeared  to  the  Magi,  on 
their  way  in  search  of  Christ,  to  offer  up  to  him 

*  ^*  And  when  the  days  of  her  piirification,  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses,  were  accomplished,  they  brought  him  to  Jeru' 
stUeniy  to  present  him  to  the  Lord**  —  Luke  ii.  22. 

f  "  The  same  man  was  just  and  devout,  waiting  for  the 
consolation  of  Israel,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  was  upon  him. 

<<  And  he  came  hy  the  spirit  into  the  Temple^  and  when  the 
parents  brought  in  the  child  Jesus, 

*<  Then  took  he  him  up  in  his  arms,  and  blessed  God,  and 
said, 

*'  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace  ac- 
cording to  thy  word."  —  Luke  ii.  25 — 29. 

X  "  And  lo !  the  star  which  they  saw  in  the  East  went  before 
them  till  it  came  and  stood  over  where  the  young  child  was." 
-^  Matt.  ii.  9. 
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adoration,  and  present  their  gifts.  *  Proceeding 
along  the  same  tract,  I  came  to  the  tomb  of  Ra- 
chel t,  and  above  it,  on  the  brow  of  a  hiU,  stands 
Rama,  enveloped  with  olive  trees  t^  where  the 
sanguinary  decree  of  Herod  was  commanded  to 
be  executed ;  a  place,  as  I  formerly  mentioned, 
which  is  often  confounded  with  one  under  the 
same  name,  near  Joppa. 

I  then  entered  Bethlehem,  and  with  feelings 
completely  overpowered,  when  I  considered  that 
here  was  the  identical  sacred  spot  of  eartli  where 
He  had  come  forth  who  was  to  be  a  ruler  in 
Israel.     One  circumstance  struck  me  most  for- 


*^  By  whose  bright  course  led  on  they  found  the  place, 
Afimung  k  thy  star,  now  grown  in  heaven. 
By  which  they  knew  the  king  of  Israel  bom." 

MlLTOM. 

*  **  And  when  they  were  come  into  the  house  they  saw  the 
young  child  with  Mary  his  mother,  and  fell  down  and  wor- 
shipped him ;  and  when  they  had  opened  their  treasures  they 
presented  to  him  gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh.** -^  Matt 
ii.ll. 

f  <<  And  Rachel  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  way  to 
Ephrath,  which  is  Bethlehem. 

<<  And  Jacob  set  a  pillar  on  her  grave,  that  is,  the  pillar  of 
Rachel's  grave,  unto  this  day.** —  Genesis  xxxv.  19»  20. 

j:  ^*  In  Rama  was  there  a  voice  heard,  lamentation  and 
weeping,  and  great  mourning ;  Rachel  weeping  for  her  chil- 
dren, and  would  not  be  comforted,  because  they  are  not," 
—  Matt^ii.  18. 
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cibly  at  entering  the  archway  or  gate  of  this 
village.  To  the  left  hand  there  were  some  an- 
tique wells.  These  brought  to  my  recollection 
that  particular  part  of  Holy  Writ  respecting 
the  wish  of  David*  to  drink  of  the  water 
of  a  well  in  this  place ;  and  as  these  wells 
were  almost  contiguous  to  the  porch,  I  hold  it  to 
be  highly  probable,  nay,  I  might  say  certain, 
that  some  of  them  might  have  contained  that 
particular  water  which  he  anxiously  longed  after. 
But  how  is  it  possible  to  describe  all  those  emo* 
tions  with  which  I  was  affected  at  setting  my 
foot  in  this  comer  of  the  earth,  and  approachiiig 
that  sacred  spot  where  the  Redeemer  of  a 
gcalty  world  was  bom,  in  helplessness,  clothed 
with  mortal  nature,  laden  with  infirmities,  and 
undertaking  to  bear  the  burden  of  our  ains. 
My  mind  was  filled  with  a  profound  and 
awiul  reverence,  accompanied  with  a  holy  joy ; 
and  there  reigned  around  a  glorious  solemnity, 
amidst  the  stillness  o£  the  day,  and  in  unison 

^  "  And  David  waa  then  in  a  hold,  and  the  garrison  of 
the  Philistines  was  then  in  Bethlehem. 

<<  And  David  longed,  and  said,  Oh !  that  one  would  give 
me  drink  of  the  tvater  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem^  wmcH  is  by 

THE  GATE  ! 

<<  And  the  three  mighty  men  broke  through  the  host  of 
the  Philistines,  and  drew  water  out  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem 
that  was  by  the  gate,  and  took  it  and  brought  it  to  David." 
—  2  Sam.  zxiii.  14? — 16. 
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with  that  train  of  reflection  which  the  inspectioa 
of  such  interesting  scenes  had  raised  to  a  high 
degree  of  excitement  The  sun  shone  brilliantly* 
and  it  struck  me  as  remarkable  that  a  sort  of 
star,  or  diamond,  in  the  centre  of  the  roof  of  the 
convent,  sparkled  with  indescribable  beauty. 

This  Franciscan  convent  is  contiguous  to  the 
church,  which  was  built  by  the  Empress  Helena* 
over  the  place  of  the  Nativity,  and  forms,  with 
the  adjacent  monasteries,  a  vast  pile,  approaching 
more  in  appearance  to  a  fortress,  than  the  habit- 
ations of  those  men  who  are  devoted  to  the 
worship  of  God.  I  entered  the  gate  by  a  very  low 
narrow  wicket  or  door,  which  brought  to  recol- 
lection the  words  of  revelation  *,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  church,  through  a  portico  of  sixteen 
marble  pillars,  not  unlike,  though  in  miniature, 
those  columns  on  each  side  of  the  porch  leading 
to  St.  Peter's  church  in  Rome.  The  friars,  on  in- 
specting the  letter  from  Rome,  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  British  Ambassador  at  Constan- 
tinople t,  received  me,  in  their  principal  apart- 
ment, with  distinguished  civility,  and  I  was 
entertained  with  coffee  and  refreshments.  They 
arranged  themselves  formally,  and  sat  down  with 
the  Superior  or  chief,  who  presided ;  and  in  the 
course  of  conversation  spoke  in  high  terms  of 

*  "  Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate  "  ^  MaIU  vii.  13. 
t  Appendix,  No.  II. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


8ACR£D   PLACES.  216 

respect  for  the  English  nation,  attributing  all 
the  security  they  enjoyed  in  the  Holy  Land^ 
to  the  exertions  made  on  the  part  of  Britain 
during  the  late  war,  and  were  loud  in  their 
praises  of  those  acts  of  heroism  performed  by 
Sir  Sidney  Smith. 

Having  rested  a  short  time,  they  accompanied 
me  to  the  different  sacred  places.  Although 
the  church .  is  of  considerable  magnitude,  and 
magnificent  in  design ;  yet  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  finished.  The  roof  is  constructed  of 
the  cedar  of  Lebanon,  and  supported  by  four  rows 
of  lofty  marble  columns,  being  forty-eight  in 
number.  The  spacious  choir  terminates  in  a 
semi-circle,  in  which  the  principal  altar  is  placed. 
This  part  of  the  edifice  is  covered  with  a  cupola, 
and  adorned  with  figures  in  mosaic. 

Having  inspected  the  objects  of  art  and  ador- 
ation in  the  church,  I  was  conducted  to  a  small 
staircase,  leading  to  what  is  called  the  chapel  of 
the  Nativity,  which  is  under  ground.  Before 
the  altar,  several  massy  silver  lamps,  the  gifts  of 
Catholic  princes,  are  kept  constantiy  burning ; 
and  on  the  pavement,  the  sacred  spot  where 
the  Redeemer  endured  the  penalties  of  human 
guilt,  is  marked  with  a  Star,  formed  of  white 
marble,  inlaid  with  jaspar,  and  surrounded 
with  a  radiance,  or  glory,  over  which  par- 
ticular sfpot   it   is   said  the  planet    had    stood 
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^^Iiich  led  the  Magi  to  the  viUage  of  Be^e« 
hem.  On  this  there  b  encircled  the  fbUswing 
jiwciripiioD :  •«-• 

Hie  D»  ViRoiM  Jesus  CHmiSTUs  ivatus  Mt.  * 

Near  to  the  right  of  this  most  sanctified  place, 
I  was  shewn  where  the  manger  stood  in  which 
our  Lord  was  laid.f  The  original  manger 
h  understood  to  have  been  transported  to  Rome ; 
ind  the  dne  now  shewn  appears  to  be  cut  out  of 
Hie  natural  rock,  and  lined  with  marble,  before 
Which  lamps  of  silver  are  aiwayg  kept  in  an  illu- 
Aiinated  state.  According  to  a  practice  ob- 
Served  by  the  pilgrims,  I  saluted,  on  my  knees, 
Ae  spot  of  nativity ;  although  no  kind  of  cere- 
mony was  certainly  requisite  to  enhance  that  sub- 
lime sense  which  t  entertained  at  this  parficular 
moment,  and  of  those  eternal  obligations  which, 
in  common  with  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  I 
was  under  to  that  glorious  personage,  who  there 
began  his  career  of  suffering,  humili^tidn,  and 
submission,  which  terminated  at  the  moment 
when  he  meekly  saic^  upon  mount  Calviry,  <^it 
is  finished,  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up  the 
ghost"  t 

<►  riertf  Jedtis  (ihi'ftt  Wds  bofh  of  the  Virglri  Mary, 
t  •'  This  diall  be  a  sign  uii^s  yon,  fe  dhitll  fibd  the  btri>e 
wrapped  in  sivaddlmg  cloths,  and  lying  in  a  «oww."--LaH 

t  Mark  XV.  37.   Luke  xxvi.  45. 
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Having  quitted  iM»  chapel,  I  was  led  by  a 
narrow  passage  into  that  of  the  Innocents  who 
were  slain  by  the  command  of  Herod*}  and 
also  shown  a  cell,  in  which  the  monks  in* 
finrmed  me  that  St  Jerome  had  translated  the 
Bible^  A  short  distance  from  the  convent  I 
was  conducted  to  a  grotto,  where,  according  to 
tradition,  the  mother  of  Jesus  had  concealed 
herself  with  him  during  the  period  that  Joseph 
was  matdng  arrangements  for  their  fli^tt  I 
formerly  had  occasion  to  remark,  that  caves  and 
grottos  appear  to  have  been  considered  as  the 
scenes  of  most  of  the  greatest  incidents  interest- 
ing  to  the  mind  of  the  Christian  in  and  about 
Jerusalem*  Many  of  the  habitation  in  Betide* 
hem  are  formed  out  of  grottost;  and  several  of 
the  stables  also  there  and  at  Jerusalem,  are  iR 
general  excavations  in  the  earth  and  rock;  so 
that  the  objection,,  so  far  as  respects  the  jdaee 
of  the  nativity  being  mider  ground,  has  no 
feunda^Rj  but  on  the  contrary  receives  strong 

•  "  Then  Herod  sent  forth  and  slew  all  the  children  thai  tvere 
in  BetMehem^  and.  in  all  the  eoasts  thereof,  from  two  years 
old  and  under.**  —  MAtt,  iw  16- 

f  «  Behold  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  imta  JkMteph  in 
a  dream,  saying,  Arise  and  take  the  jwrng  ehtld  and  his 
mother,  and,;^  inio  Egypt ^  and  be  thou  there  initil  I  bring 
thee  word,  for  Herod  will  seek  the  young  child  to  destroy 
him.*'  — Matt.  ii.  13. 

X  '<  The  sea  coast  shall  be  dwellings  and  cottages  for  shep- 
herds, and  folds  for  flocks.** —  Zephaniah  ii.  6. 
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confirmation  from  being  so  much  similar  to  those 
stables  ordinarily  in  use  in  that  country.*  « 

When  I  had  carefully  inspected  every  object 
of  interest,  both  within  and  without  this  church 
and  monastery,  I  directed  my  course  to  the 
celebrated  pools,  or  fountains,  of  Solomon,  situ- 
ated about  the  distance  of  four  miles  to  the  south 
of  Bethlehem,  and  in  a  most  retired  situation  in 
the  middle  of  mountains.  These  are  three  in 
number,  of  a  quadrangular  form,  excavated,  and 
on  the  side  of  a  hill.  One  is  above  the  other, 
Uke  a  flight  of  steps,  and  so  disposed  that 
the  water  in  the  uppermost  flows  to  the  second, 
and  from  thence  to  the  third.  Each  may  be 
about  100  feet  in  breadth,  but  different  in  point 
of  length ;  and  although  it  was  quite  impracti- 
cable to  ascertain  their  depth,  yet  they  evi- 
dently contained  a  great  body  of  water,  and 
were  in  the  best  state  of  preservation :  these 
fountains  are  calculated  to  recal  to  memory 
expressions  in  Scripture  which  are  beautifully 
figurative,  t 

*  "  ■  A  stable  was  our  wannth, 

A  manger  his  ;  yet  soon  enforced  to^y 
Thence  into  Egypt j  till  the  murd'rous  king 
V^as  dead,  who  sought  his  life,  and  missing,  fiU'd 
With  infant  blood  the  streets  ofBetMehemr 

Milton. 
f  "  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  shall 
lead  them  unto  Mving  fountains  of  water." —  Rev.  vii.  17. 
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At  these  pools,  or  basons,  as  I  think  they 
may  be  more  properly  denominated,  there  are 
the  ruins  of  a  small  edifice,  represented  by  the 
guide  as  having  been  the  residence  of  Solomon, 
and  much  in  the  style  of  a  shooting  box. 
The  spring  from  which  these  reservoirs  are  sup- 
plied is  at  a  very  short  distance,  which  I  was 
told  by  the  monks  is  considered  to  be  that  al* 
luded  to  in  the  Song  of  Solomon  *,  and  is  at 
the  head  of  the  first  fountain,  secured  by  a 
door.  Now  this  circumstance,  though  it  does  not 
in  itself  appear  very  jparticular,  yet  may  be  con- 
sidered illustrative  of  the  meaning  of  the  purity 
of  a  fountain  sealed  or  shut  in,  as  alluded  to  by 
the  wise  man,  since  I  found  it  a  common  practice 
in  this  country,  in  order  to  secure  fountains  of 
water.  In  Arabia,  it  is  observed  by  a  traveller, 
"  They  are  wont  to  close  up  and  cover  their 
wells  of  water,  lest  the  sand  which  is  put  in  mo- 
tion by  the  winds  should  fill  them,  and  quite 

*  •«  A  spring  shut  up,  a  Jbuntain  sealed.**  —  Solomon's 
Song  iv.  12. 

**  For  my  people  have  committed  two  evils :  they  have 
forsaken  me  ihejauntain  of  living  water,  and  hewn  them  out 
cisterns^  broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold  no  water."—  Jeremiah 
ii.  IS. 

"  Drink  waters  out  of  thine  own  cistern" —  Prov.  v.  15. 

*'  I  will  give  unto  him  that  is  athirst  of  the  Jbuntain  of  the 
water  of  life  freely."  —  Rev.  xxi.  6. 
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9iboip  them  up ;''  and  it  mity  be  necessaiy  to  refer 
here  to  what  is  recorded  in  scripture,  as 
a  practice  observed  antiendy  r^pecting  the 
covering  of  wells.*  The  tradition,  in  short,  we 
have  of  these  wells  is,  that  Solomon  kept  the 
door  of  them,  stamped  with  his  signet;  and  I 
have  mentioned,  that  the  place  still  appears  to  be 
secured  by  a  door^  through  which  the  water 
flows,  and  is  conducted  by  a  subterraneous  canal, 
on  the  side  oi  the  road,  to  Bethlehem  and  Jeru- 
salem. But  whatever  may  be  the  history  of 
such  pools,  smd  it  does  not  at  all  appear  to  be 
improbable  that  they  might,  with  other  dis- 
tinguished acts,  have  been  the  operation  of 
Solomon,  the  most  supeificial  observer  must 
admits  they  exhibit  real  evidence  of  having  been 
planned  with  wisdom  t,  and  executed  for  a 
most  beneficial  purpose. 

About  half  a  mile  immediately  below  these 
great  cisterns,  there  is  a  deep  valley,  inclosed  by 

*  **  And  he  looked,  and  behold  a  well  in  the  field,  and  lo, 
there  were  three  flocks  of  sheep  lying  by  it,  for  out  of  that 
well  they  watered  the  flocks,  and  a  great  stone  toas  upon  the 
tvelTs  mouth. 

"  And  thither  were  all  the  flocks  gathered,  and  they  roUed 
the  stone  from  the  toeHTs  mouthy  and  watered  the  sheep,  and 
put  the  stone  again  upon  the  tvelTs  mouth,  in  his  place.** — 
Gen.  xxix.  %  3. 

f  "  I  made  me  great  works,  I  made  me  pools  of  water,*'  — 
Eccl.  ii.  4<.  6. 
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kigh  mountains  on  each  side,  which  has  been 
also  held  to  be  the  spot  where  the  gardens  of  Solo- 
mon were  hud  oat*  On  viewing  the  local  situ- 
ation of  these  cisterns  and  gardens,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  the  former  must  have  been  made  ibr 
the  express  purpose  of  watering  the  latter,  with- 
out which  they  would  have  been  deprived  of  the 
proper  nourishm^it  to  promote  vegetation  5  in- 
deed, in  this  warm  region,  a  bountiful  supply  of 
water  was  indisprnisable. 

Hiis  leads  to  an  observation  that  we  are  told 
in  Scripture,  a  river  supplied  water  for  the  gar- 
den of  Edent ;  and  the  church  is  the  Paradise 
of  Christ,  whose  spirit  is  a  spring  in  it,  to  re- 
fresh the  souls  of  beUevers.  In  all  probability, 
these  were  models  of  imitation  on  the  part  of 
Solomon,  since  he  appears  to  have  attached 
so  much  importance  to  pleasures  of  diis  kind4 
In  no  part,  perhaps,  of  the  Holy  Land  are  the 
pools,  or  reservoirs  of  water  for  producing  v^e- 

*  <<  A  garden  inchied  is  my  sister,  my  spouse.'* —  Solo- 
mon's Song  iv.  12. 

**  Awake,  O  north  wind,  and  come  thou  «outh,  blow  upon 
my  garden,  that  the  spices  thereof  may  blow  out." —  Ibid, 
iv.  16. 

f  «  And  a  river  went  out  of  Eden,  to  water  the  garden^ 
and  from  thence  it  was  parted."  —  Grenesis,  ii.  10. 

X  *^l  made  me  gardens  and  orchards,  and  I  planted  trees  in 
them  of  all  kinds.  Imade  me  pools  of  water  to  water  ikeremth 
the  woods  that  brmgeth  forth  trees." —  Eccles.  ii.  4—6. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


SS2  CONVENT   OF   BETHLEHEM. 

tation,  more  conspicuous  dian  in  the  very  exteh^ 
sive  gardens  about  Damascus;  which  I  may 
afterwards  have  occasion  more  particularly  to 
notice.  On  the  whoIe»  when  a  traveller  views 
such  places  with'  attention,  he  must  be  pecu- 
liarly struck  with  that  remarkable  coincidence 
occurring  between  them  and  those  passages  of 
Sacred  Writ,  where  they  are  referred  to ;  which 
ought  to  enhance  in  a  greater  degree  the  value 
of  that  revelation  of  mercy  put  into  our  hands^ 
and  establish  in  the  soul  a  stronger  and  more 
lively  faith. 

On  returning  to  Bethlehem,  the  spot  was 
shewn  where  David  cut  off  the  skirt  of  Saul's 
garment,  an  event  also  recorded  in  the  book  of 
truth.* 

On  my  arrival,  I  went  to  the  terrace  on  the  top 
the  convent,  the  view  from  which  is  astonish- 
inglymagnificent;  and  the  charming  valley,  imme- 
diately underneath,  peculiarly  interesting  to  the 
Christian,  as  being  the  place  where  the  glorious 
intelligence  of  the  birth  of  Christ  was  communis 

^  "  And  the  men  of  David  said  unto  Saul,  Behold  the  day 
of  which  the  Lord  said  unto  thee,  Bdiold  I  will  deliver 
thine  enemy  into  thine  hand,  that  thou  majest  do  to  him  as 
it  shall  seem  good  unto  thee.  Then  David  arose  and  cut  cff 
the  skirt  of  SauT*  robe  privily  " '^  1  Samuel  xxiv.  4. 

"  When  the  men  of  Israel  saw  that  they  were  in  a  strait, 
(for  the  people  were  distressed),  then  the  people  did  hide 
themselves  in  caves,  and  in  thickets,  and  in  rocks,  and  in  high 
places,  and  in  pits/*  —  1  Sam.  xiii.  6. 
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cated  by  the  heavenly  host  to  the  humBle  shep- 
herds.*  Having  been  delighted  with  the  superb 
prospect  of  hills  about  Bethlehem,  one  of  which 
is  in  a  beautiful  conical  form,  and  with  all  its 
valleys  and  surrounding  sublimity,  every  part  of 
which  is  consecrated  to  the  pious  mind,  as  the 
scene  of  some  grand  event,  in  which  Heaven 
took  a  marked  interest,  I  descended  to  the  Re- 
fectory, where  I  found  the  hospitable  friars  had 
prepared  an  excellent  repast.  They  placed 
me  in  an  elegant  elevated  chair,  and  being 
in  a  Turkish  garb,  surrounded  by  the 
whole,  who  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
sit  down,  and  joined  by  the  domestics  of  the 
convent,  I  appeared  in  a  sort  of  magisterial 
attitude,  with  a  train  of  officers  in  waiting. 
The  scene  was  most  amusing,  and  I  found  it 
to  invade,  or  break  in  upon  that  serious 
frame  of  mind  into  which  I  had  been  thrown 

*  '<  And  lo !  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  around  them,  and  they  were 
sore  afraid. 

**  And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not,  for  behdid  I 
bring  you  tidings  of  great  joy^  tvhich  shall  be  to  all  people. 

<<  For  unto  you  is  bom  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a 
Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord." — Luke  ii.  9 — 11. 
<<  At  thy  nativity,  a  glorious  choir 
Of  angeb,  in  the  Jield  of  Bethlehem,  sung 
To  shepherds  watching  of  their  folds  by  night, 
And  told  them  the  Messiah  was  born." 

Milton* 
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during  tlie  preceding  part  of  the  day.  On  this 
occasion  many  of  the  BetiilehemiteB  entered 
the  apartment,  and  addresaing  in  Italian,  were 
very  annoying,  by  pressing  me  to  buy,  at 
an  extravagant  price,  strings  of  beads,  crosses, 
and  representations,  in  large  shells,  of  stars,  the 
nativity,  &c.  all  in  beautiful  mother-of-pearl,  the 
manufacture  of  this  village,  many  of  which  I 
had  purchased  at  one  half  of  the  sum  in  Jeru- 
salem* 

It  may  be  noticed  as  remarkable,  diat 
in  Bethlehem  the  Italian  language  should  be 
more  generally  spoken  among  the  natives,  than 
in  any  other  place,  perhaps,  in  the  Holy 
liand. 

The  following  morning  I  walked  through  the 
viUage,  where  the  houses  are  very  humble,  and 
flat  on  the  roof,  with  stairs  on  the  outside ;  yet 
many  of  the  natives  have  found  proper  ac- 
commodation in  grottos.  At  every  other  step 
women  were  observed  busily  employed  in  making 
beads,  crosses,  &c.  for  sale,  especially  for  the 
market  at  Jerusalem.  After  I  liad  presented 
a  sum  for  the  trouble  occasioned,  or  rather, 
as  formerly  mentioned,  under  the  name  of  a 
"  donation  to  the  poor,"  I  departed  from  this 
sanctum  sanctorum,  at  the  hour  the  friars  were 
engaged  at  their  devotions  j  on  which  occasion 
the  organ  sounded  its  sacred  notes,  accompanied 
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by  the  chaunts  of  a  juvenile  choir*,  which,  com- 
bined with  the  exalted  consideration,  that  my  feet 
were  passing  over  that  precious  ground,  where 
**  to  us  a  child  was  bom,''  and  whose  name 
was  proclaimed  to  be  "  Wonderful,  Counsellor," 
the  **  Prince  of  Peace,"  was  deeply  affecting, 
and  overpowered  me  with  the  most  profound 
awe  and  veneration. 

At  departing  from  the  convent,  my  attention 
was  attracted  by  a  crowd  of  women,  arranged  in 
a  circular  form,  who  appeared  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  grief  and  despair,  making  an  extraordi- 
nary howl  or  noise.  On  coming  up  to  them,  I 
observed  all  were  surrounding,  in  a  sitting  pos- 
ture, an  open  grave,  containing  a  coffin,  and 
they  were  lamenting  the  loss  of  a  native  of  the 
village,  whose  body  was  deposited  in  it.  Many 
of  them  hung  down  their  heads,  others  were 
wringing  their  hands,  and  weeping  bitterly, 
looking  at  the  same  time  into  the  grave,  t  Seve- 
ral were  actually  howling  aloud,  in  one  par- 
ticular tone,  as  if  suffering  acute  bodily  pain, 

•  «  May  we  keep  tune  with  heav'n,  till  God  ere  long 
To  his  celestial  concert  us  unite, 
To  live  with  him,  and  sing  in  endless  mom  of  light" 

Milton. 
\  '<  Every  Saturday,  in  the  church-yard,  upon  the  graves 
of  the  dead,  they  keep  a  miserable  howling,  crying  of  cus- 
tom."—  Sandy's  Travels. 

"  The  grave^  dread  thing ! 

Men  shiver  when  thouVt  nam'd."— Blair. 
Q 
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who,  in  reality,  did  appear  to  feel  a  deep  sorrow 
on  occasion  of  the  loss  sustained.  On  the  other 
hand,  however,  I  cottld  evidently  perceive  that 
many  among  the  group  were  acting  a  hired  part* 
The  word  of  God  appears  to  warrant  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  posture  of  these  females,  sitting 
on  the  ground,  and  going  through  a  scene 
expressive  of  grief,  must  have  been  a  very 
ancient  custom  t,  since  we  find  their  situation 
corresponds  with  the  description  given  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem. 1>  The  Jews  themselves  lamented  their  dis- 
persion in  similar  postures.  §  In  reference  to 
these,  one  of  the  prophets  alludes  to  the  desola- 
tion of  Judea  on  account  erf  sin  ft ;  and  it  may  be 
added,  as  a  pecuUarly  striking  fact,  that  Judea  is 


**  and  live  upon  the  dead. 


By  letting  out  their  persons  by  the  hour 

To  mimic  sorrow,  when  the  heart's  not  sad." —  Blair. 

f  "  The  daughters  of  Israel  went  yearly  to  lament  the 
daughter  of  Jephtha  the  Gileadite  Jimr  dayt  in  a  vear^ — 
Judges  xi.  40. 

X  *'  The  elders  of  the  daughter  of  Zion  sit  upon  the  ground; 
—  the  virgins  of  Jerusalem  hang  doton  their  heads  to  the 
ground,'*  —  Lamentations  ii.  10. 

§  '*  By  the  rivers  of  Babylon  there  tue  sat  doum  ;  yea  we 
wept." — Psalm  cxxxvii.  1. 

II  *<  She  being  desolate  shall  sit  on  the  groundJ"  —  Isaiah 
iii.  26. 

*'  And  he  cometh  to  the  house  of  the  ruler  of  the  syna- 
gogue, and  seeth  the  tumult,  and  them  that  wept  and  toailed 
greatly r-^Mwk  v.  38. 
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lictiially  represented  on  Roman  medals,  under 
the  very  figure  of  a  woman  sitting  in  the  attitude 
of  grief.*  From  these  facts,  such,  it  may  be 
supposed,  was  the  lamentation  of  Rachel  in  the 
village  of  Ramat,  contiguous  to  Bethlehem,  de- 
scribed by  the  prophet  and  evangelist,  and  had 
such  hot  been  the  practice  of  the  East,  those  who 
had  come  to  the  house  of  Lazarus,  to  adminis- 
ter consolation  to  his  sisters,  would  not  have 
formed  the  idea  that  Mary  had  departed  from  it, 
in  order  to  repair  to  his  tomb  to  mourn  over  it  t 
I  now  proceeded  to  the  desert  of  St  John  the 
Baptist,  from  which  I  intended  to  return  to  Je- 
rusalem ;  passed  the  tomb  of  Rachel,  and  the 
village  of  Rama,  which  is  small,  and  situated  on 
the  brow  of  a  hill,  enveloped  with  olive  trees. 
I  afterwards  travelled  by  a  wild  and  mountainous 
tract,  passing  part  of  the  valley  where  the  Assy- 

*  The  custom  of  hiring  persons  professionally  to  lament, 
18  even  kept  up  among  the  natives  of  Greenland, — **  The 
women  continue  their  weeping  and  lamentation.  Their 
h&td  is  all  in  one  tone ;  as  if  an  instrument  were  to  play  a 
tremulous  fifth  downwards,  through  all  le  semi-tones."— 
Crantz's  Hist,  of  Greenland. 

f  '^  A  voice  was  heard  in  Rama»  lamentation  and  bitter 
weeping;  Rachel,  weeping  for  her  children,  refused  to  be 
comforted  for  her  children,  because  they  were  not."  —  Jere- 
miah xxxi.  15. 

X  ^'  The  Jews  then  which  were  with  her  in  the  house,  and 
comforted  her,  when  they  saw  Mary,  that  she  rose  up  hastily 
and  went  out,  followed  her,  saying.  She  goeth  unto  tlie 
grave  to  vieep  there  "4^  John  xi.  31. 
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lian  camp  was  visited  by  Almi^ty  power  with 
such  terrible  destruction.*  By  this  circuit  I 
reached  the  convent  of  St  John,  aci^oining  a  vil- 
lage, where  I  halted  a  short  time,  introduced 
myself  to  the  monks,  and  on  leaving  the 
convent  went  through  it,  where  a  number  of 
Arabs  came  out  From  the  mode  of  iheir 
shouting,  some  apprehen»ons  arose  as  to  safety, 
but  I  was  allowed  to  go  forward.  I  visited  a 
grotto  at  a  short  distance  off  the  path,  said  to  be 
that  of  Elizabeth,  mother  of  the  baptist,  where 
she  was  saluted  by  the  parent  of  our  Lord,  who 
pronounced  that  sublime  prayer,  adopted  in  the 
service  of  the  English  church,  t 

Finding  it  impossible  to  proceed  further  with 
my  mule,  which  had  already  warned  me  of 
danger,  by  repeatedly  stumMLng  on  the  rocky 
path,  I  committed  the  charge  of  it  to  an  Arab 
shepherd,  and  went  on  foot  to  visit  the  cave,  said 
to  have  been  inhabited  by  St  John.     This  is 

*  **  And  it  came  to  pass  that  night,  that  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  went  out  and  smote  in  the  camp  of  the  Assyrians  a 
hundred  four  score  and  fire  thousand;  and  when  they 
arose  early  in  the  morning,  behold  they  were  all  dead 
corpses."  —  2  Kings  xix.  35.  —  2  Chron.  xxxii.  21. 

f  ^*  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Elizabeth  heard  the  sa- 
lutation of  Mary,  the  babe  leaped  in  her  womb,  and  Elizabeth 
was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  Mary  said,  My  soul 
doth  magnify  the  Lord,  aod  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God 
my  Saviour,"  &c.  —  Luke  i.  il.  — -  48. 
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situated  on  the  brow  of  a  steep  mountain,  in 
the  most  dreary  place  that  imagination  can  al- 
most figure.  The  grotto,  which  appears  to  be 
cut  out  of  a  rock,  I  found,  on  measuring,  to  be 
twenty-four  feet  in  length,  by  twelve  in  breadth  j 
and  in  front  of  it,  flows  a  spring  of  delicious 
water,  forming  a  small  pool.  In  this  desert  or 
wilderness,  and  seated  at  the  mouth  of  the  cavern,, 
I  turned  to  the  scriptures,  and  read  the  history  of 
this  distinguished  saint,  with  those  peculiar  feel- 
ings that  I  can  offer  no  description  of,  which  may 
be  said  to  constitute  the  local  charm  of  all  such 
hallowed  and  celebrated  regions.  Some  travellers 
have  supposed  that  the  trees*  which  afforded  sus- 
tenance to  St  John  are  still  visible  about  this 
desert ;  but,  after  every  search,  I  could  find  no- 
thing that  approaches  in  any  degree  in  confirm- 
ation of  the  fact  The  Christians,  from  the 
different  convents  holding  this  spot  in  high  vene- 
ration, repair  to  it  annually  on  the  24th  of  June, 
to  exercise  religious  acts,  a  day  also  considered 
sacred  to  the  memory  of  St  John  in  the  church 
of  England,  t 

On  returning  from  the  wilderness  to  the  con- 

*  <^  And  John  was  clothed  with  camels  hair,  and  with  a 
girdle  of  a  skin  about  his  loins,  and  he  did  eat  locusts  and  wild 
honey"  — Mark  i.  6. 

-f  **I  say  unto  you,  among  those  that  are  bom  of  women, 
there  is  not  a  greater  prophet  than  John  the  Baptist.**  — 
Luke  vil.  28. 

Q  3 
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vent,  I  passed  a  village  called  Modin,  situated 
on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  the  burying  field  of  the 
Miccabees^t  and  remained  a  short  time  there, 
where  I  was  kindly  treated.  It  is  a  buUding  of 
dome  magnitude,  and  appears  to  be  kept  in 
tolerable  order.  I  was  conducted  over  the 
church,  where  there  was  pointed  out  the  spot 
on  which  the  baptist  was  bom,  marked  by  an 
altar  with  this  inscription: 

**  Hie  precursor  Domini  Christi  natus  est.** 
The  very  toilsome  way  on  which  I  had 
travelled,  in  coming  to  this  place,  had  the  effect 
of  making  me  anxious  to  move  forward  to  the 
Holy  City,  so  that  I  did  not  perhaps  bestow  so 
much  time  in  examining  those  interesting  places 
in  the  neighboiurhood,  as  I  might  otherwise  have 
done.  Excepting,  however,  from  casualties,  that 
aro^e  from  the  broken  and  rocky  state  of 
the  path,  I  had  no  other  cause  of  apprehension; 
for  the  different  rude  Arabs  and  goatherds  I 
met,  offered  no  insult,  and  civilly  answ^ered  to 
the  enquiries  made  by  the  janissary.  Neverthe- 
less, when  I  reached  my  apartment  in  the  con- 
vent, I  found  as  if  I  had  returned  to  a  home,  and 
place  of  refuge. 

*  And  he  died  in  the  hundred  forty  and  sixth  year,  and  his 
sons  buried  him  in  the  sepulchres-  of  his  fathers  at  Modi^f 
and  all  Israel  made  great  lamentation  fc^^hlm.— -1  Mace, 
ii.  70. 
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journey  to  the  dead  sea.  —  preparatory  interview 
with  the  governor  of  jerusalem  for  a  military 
escort. departure. visit  to  the  tqmb  of  laza- 
rus in  bethany. —  dreary  tract  through  the  moun- 
tains. —  reflections  on  passages  of  scripture. 

sublime  view  of  plains  of  jericho  and  mountains.  -— 

arrival  at  jericho.  —  interview  with  governor. 

Arab's  hut.  —  dress  of  natives. 

Having  intended  to  proceed  on  a  journey 
to  the  Dead  Sea,  and  the  country  around  it, 
which  is  considered  to  be  more  dangerous  than 
through  any  other  part  of  the  Holy  Land,  I 
found  it  expedient,  as  a  previous  step,  to  solicit 
an  audience  of  the  governor  of  Jerusalem,  and 
apply  for  a  proper  escort  to  insure  my  personal 
safety. 

On  receiving  this  permission,  and  enquiring 
for  his  habitation,  I  was  gravely  uAd  by  one  of 
the  inmates  of  the  convent,  that  he  resided  in 
the  house  of  Pontius  Pilate.  I  set  out  from 
the  convent,  preceded  by  some  of  the  body- 
guards of  the  governor,  which  he  sent,  and 
attended  by  my  dragoman,  and  servant,  in  a 
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kind  of  procession  to  tlie  residence  of  the  go- 
vernor. I  found  him  in  the  miserable  apartment 
of  a  building  in  a  state  of  dilapidation.  He  was 
sitting  cross-legged,  tossing  to  and  fro  a  string 
of  beads  in  his  hands,  and  surrounded  by  a  for- 
midable array  of  officers  and  soldiers.  He  di- 
rected me  to  sit  upon  a  cushion  laid  on  the 
ground  on  his  right  hand,  and  on  making  a 
aignai,  his.  domestics  entered  with  pipes  and 
cofiee,  which  were  presented  to  me.  On  this 
occasion,  through  the  medium  of  the  dragoman, 
he  asked  a  variety  of  questions  respecting  the 
royal  family  of  England,  and  manifested,  in 
particular,  a  strong  anxiety  to  learn  if  there  was 
any  foundation  for  a  report  circulated,  which  had 
occasioned  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm  among 
the  Turks;  namely,  that  Buonaparte  had  escaped 
from  the  island  of  St  Helena.  He  then  rose, 
and  invited  me  to  a  private  audience,  in  a  small 
room  adjoining,  when  he  entered  into  a  less  for- 
mal conversation.  I  mentioned  my  intention  to 
proceed  to  the  Dead  Sea,  and  begged  his  protec- 
tion; he  answered  that  he  would  grant  me  an 
armed  escort  for  the  joumey,  and  send  letters 
to  the  governor,  who  had  the  command  in  that 
part  of  the  country;  in  short,  he  was  so  polite  as 
to  offer  similar  escorts,  and  letters  of  recom- 
mendati(Mi,  to  any  other  part  of  the  Holy  Land 
I  intended  to  visit.     This  condescension  called 
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ibr  the  proper  acknowIedgeinents»  and  I  com- 
plimented him  on  the  good  order  and  security 
which  prevailed  within  his  jurisdiction.  At  this 
interview  I  wore  the  uniform  of  the  household 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  Kent»  which 
appeared  a  peculiar  object  of  curiosity  to  the  go- 
vernor, and  every  part  of  it  he  examined  most  mi- 
nutely. I  remained  some  time ;  on  taking  leave, 
presented  him  with  a  watch,  and  at  finally  de« 
parting  was  reminded  by  the  guards  that  a  com- 
pUment  would  be  also  acceptable  to  them,  when 
I  gave  a  piece  of  gold,  and  returned  to  the 
convent,  accompanied  by  the  soldiers  who  had 
come  with  me  from  it,  the  dragoman,  and 
servant  The  governor,  who  is  the  husband 
of  three  wives,  appeared  to  be  about  forty 
years  of  age,  strongly  made,  remarkable  for  gra* 
vity  <^  countenance,  and  thoughtful ;  the  cast 
of  his  features  strongly  reminded  me  of  those 
c^his  serene  highness  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

Having  alluded  to  Ae  incident  of  presenting 
the  governor  with  a  watch,  it  may  be  proper 
to  ofier  a  few  renuu*ks  on  those  customs  which 
have  been  observed  in  the  east  respecting 
presents. 

It  is  universally  understood,  that  Vfhen  a  tra- 
veller is  admitted  into  the  presence  of  persons  of 
distinction,  he  is  bound  to  present  the  proper 
gifls.     These  are  held  to  be  due  to  their  rank, 
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an  acknowledgment  of  their  authority ;  and  in 
attending  to  these  formalities,  the  donor  is  sure 
to  find  his  interest.  They  secure  him  not 
only  letters  of  introduction  to  those  places  he 
intends  to  visit,  and  many  acts  of  friendship,  but 
especially  his  own  personal  safety  is  insured, 
by  receiving  escorts  of  military.  Revelation, 
indeed,  instructs,  that  this  custom  has  been 
kept  up  from  the  earliest  ages.  For  instance, 
we  find  that  gifts  were  offered  to  the  antient 
prophets.*  We  also  learn  that  David  had  soli- 
cited these  to  be  given  to  the  young  men  he  had 
sent  out  to  Nabal  in  Carmelt,  and  that  such 
gifts  were  kept  in  view  in  the  case  of  Saul 
to  his  servant,  when  he  proposed  to  consult 
the  prophet  respecting  his  journey,  t  In  the 
court  of  Solomon,  the  practice  was  observed  by 
those    kings    and   princes   who   had   attended 

*  "And  there  came  a  man  from  Baal-shalisha^  and  brought 
the  man  of  God  bread  of  the  first  fhiito."  —  2  Kings  iv.  42. 

**  And  Jeroboam  said  to  his  wife,  Behold  there  is 
Ahijah  the  prophet.  Take  with  thee  ten  loaves  and  crack- 
neles,  with  a  cruse  of  honey."  —  1  Kings  xiv.  3. 

f  "Wherefore  let  the  young  men  ^ndjavour  in  thine  eyes. 
GivCy  I  pray  thee,  whatsoever  cometh  to  thine  hahd."-^ 
1  Sam.  XXV.  8. 

X  "  Then  said  Saul  to  his  servant,  But  behold,  if  we  go^ 
what  shall  we  bring  the  man?  for  the  bread  is  spent  in  our 
vessels,  and  there  is  not  a  present  to  bring  to  the  man  of 
God."— .lSam.ix.  7. 
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it*  Gifts  were  made  to  our  Saviour  himself, 
at  his  birth,  by  the  wise  men  who  visited 
himt,  and  such  offerings  appeared  to  have 
been  considered  of  so  much  consequence,  that 
some  arrangement  was  made  preparatory  to 
their  presentation,  t  And,  lastly,  when  made 
by  one  prince  to  another  §,  they  were  viewed  as 
tokens  of  submission,  which  may  be  applicable 
to  the  language  of  the  Psalmist  II  It  does 
not,  however,  appear  from  the  history  given 
of  these  presents,  that  they  were  confined  to 
things  of  any  particular  kind.  At  the  interviews 
with  persons  in  authority,  I  had  occasion  to  offer 
to  them  watches,  but  regretted  I  had  not  been 
apprised  before  leaving  Britain,  of  those  particu- 

*  <<  And  they  brought  every  man  his  present,  vessels  of  sil- 
ver and  vessels  of  gold,  and  raiment,  harness,  and  spices, 
horses,  and  mules.*'  —  2  Chron.  ix.  24. 

f  **  And  when  they  were  come  into  the  house,  they  saw 
the  young  child,  with  Mary,  his  mother,  and  fell  down  and 
worshipped  him ;  and  when  they  had  opened  their  treasures, 
they  presented  unto  him  gifts,  gold,  and  frankincense,  and 
myrrh.*'  —  Matt.  ii.  11. 

\  ^  And  they  made  ready  the  present  against  Joseph  came 
at  noon."  —  Gen.  zliii.  25. 

(  <<  Now  after  many  years  I  came  to  bring  alms  to  my 
nation  and  offerings.''  •—  Acts  xxiv.  17. 

II  <<  The  kings  of  Tarshish,  and  of  the  Isles,  shall  bring 
presents:  the  kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba  shall  offer  gifts.'* -^ 
Pftalm  Ixxii.  10. 

.^  Because  of  thy  temple  at  Jerusalem,  shall  kings  bring 
presents  unto  thee.— Psalm  Ixviii.  29.'* 
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lar  articles  which  would  have  been  most  accept- 
able, from  being  held  in  the  greatest  estima- 
tion by  the  Mahomedans»  such  as  cutlery*,  pifr- 
tols,  and  telescopes,  of  English  manufacture. 

There  are  also  at  the  present  period  various 
modes  of  salutation  common  in  the  east,  which 
were  anciently  observed.  In  travelling  I  was 
firequently  saluted  by  the  expression,  Salum^ 
meaning  peace,  when  the  right  hand  was  laid 
on  the  left  breast,  accompanied  with  a  gentle 
inclination  of  the  head.  I  observed,  also,  that 
when  slaves  and  servants  entered  into  the  pre^ 
sence  of  persons  of  rank,  they  applied  both  hands 
to  the  head,  and  inclined  the  body ;  some  al- 
most touching  the  ground  with  their  heads,  thus 
denoting,  according  to  my  information,  that  this 
was  the  deepest  posture  of  humility;  or,  as  the 
Turks  give  out,  tantamount  to  a  confession  that 
their  heads  were  at  the  disposal  of  such  distin- 
guished personages.  There  is  another  custom  oa 
the  part  of  persons  in  a  humble  situation  of  life, 
falling  down  and  kissing  the  garments  of  men  of 
diatiactioiQ.  We  find  thi3  ajsp  to  have  been 
followed  during  the  time  when  our  Lord  so- 

•  <(  I  gave  him  a  little  remembrance  in  the  ahape  of  an 
Engli^  pocket  knife,  an  article  in  higher  estimattOB  in  Feisia, 
for  its  general  usefiilness,  than  almost  any  European  present 
J  could  have  made.  The  Moullah  received  it  wi^  grave, 
bttt  elegant  thanks.*'  —  Sir  R.  K.  Portbji  ov  Koo«hxat. 
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joumed  on  earth  •,  and  any  act  of  fidth  had  been 
exemplified  in  liie  divinity  of  his  mission,  and 
power  to  render  relief.t  I  fiirther  remarked  on 
different  occasions,  that,  in  conferring  a  favour  on 
servants,  they  stooped  and  saluted  the  bottom  of 
my  cloak,  and  on  entering  the  apartment,  sat 
down  on  their  heels,  folding  the  hands  across 
the  legs,  a  posture  which  is  understood  to  ex- 
press reverence  and  respect.  This  leads  me  to 
add,  that  my  own  servant,  a  Greek  Catholic, 
who  held  the  monks  in  great  veneration,  when 
he  happened  to  entCT  the  presence  of  any  of  them, 
stooped  down  on  one  knee  and  kissed  the  right 
hand,  though  many  withdrew  it  at  the  moment 
he  was  about  to  go  into  the  act,  satisfied  that  he 
had  known  what  was  due  to  their  rank.  To 
these,  I  may  also  add,  that  kisnng  of  the  feett 

*  "  The  servant^  therefore,  fell  down  and  worshipped  him, 
saying,  Lordy  have  patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  diee 
bH."  —  Matt,  xviii.  26. 

<<  And  OS  Peter  was  coming  in,  ComeUni  met  him,  and 
JeU  dtam  at  to  ieet.*'  —  Acts  x.  25. 

f  ''  And  behold  a  woman  which  was  diseased  with  an  issue 
of  blood  twelve  years,  came  behind  him,  and  touched  the 
hem  of  his  garment."  —  Matt.  ix.  20. 

\  **  And  behold  a  woman  in  die  city,  which  was  a  suner, 
wh«n  she  knew  that  Jesus  sat  at  meat  in  the  fharisee's 
house  brought  an  alabaster  box  of  ointment : 

**  And  steod  at  hUfeet^  and  began  to  wash  his  feet  with 
tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  and 
kissed  his  feet.**— Luke  viL  37,  S8. 
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seems  to  have  been  a  practice  observed  during 
the  time  our  Lord  was  on  earth ;  and  saluting 
on  the  cheek,  face,  and  head,  I  have  seen  on 
the  part  of  one  man  to  another  *;  an  act  which 
yras  recommended  by  the  apostle,  especially  be- 
tween beUevers,  to  distinguish  the  salutation 
from  those  of  a  civil  and  ordinary  nature. 

In  prosecution  then  of  my  intention  to  visit 
the  Dead  Sea,  and  surrounding  country,  after 
making  every  preparation,  I  set  out  on  tlie 
8th  of  February,  attended  by  a  couple  of  sol- 
diers, which  had  been  sent  me  by  the  governor, 
and  with  letters  promised  to  the  commander 
at  Jericho,  the  dragoman  of  the  convent,  and 
my  own  servant,  all  of  us  on  horseback,  and 
well  provided  with  fire  arms* 

I  left  Jerusalem,  by  the  gate  of  St.  Stephen^ 
crossed  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  -passed  the 
garden  of  Gethsemane,  ascended  the  Mount  of 
Olives,  and  in  a  very  short  time  reached  the 
village  of  Bethany  on  the  other  side  of  it,  where 
Jesus  had  occasion  to  residct  The  object  which 
first  strikes  a  traveller,  is  a  ruinous  castellated 
pile,  which  it  is  said  Lazarus  had  occupied. 
This,  however,  is  one  of  those  oral  legends 
that  abound  in  this  interesting  countiy,    and, 

*  "  Salute  one  another  with  a  holy  ib!M."<—  Rom.xvi.  16. 
f  "  And  he  left  them,  and  went  out  of  the  city  into  Be- 
thany, and  he  lodged  there."  —  Matt.  xxi.  17* 
19 
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notwithstanding  the  great  and  superior  claims 
that  all  its  hallowed  spots  have  upon  our  most 
serious  afiections,  weaken  the  impression  of  the 
best  authenticated  memorials,  and  affect  the 
associations  of  piety  with  incredulity  and  distrust. 
About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  village,  I 
was  conducted  to  a  large  stone,  on  which,  it  is 
said,  Jesus  had  reposed.  On  what  authority 
this  tradition  rests  it  was  as  vain  to  inquire,  as 
it  would  be  to  deny  its  authenticity.  The  stone 
itself)  however,  may  attract  attention,  since 
both  the  substance  and  colour  of  it  bear  no  re- 
semblance to  any  of  the  neighbouring  rocks^ 
and  this  circumstance  has  not  occurred  to  those 
who  are  iaterested  in  every  relic  of  antiquity, 
to  ascribe  the  difference  to  some  miraculous 
change. 

Not  far  from  this,  is  pointed  out  the  ruins 
of  a  building  said  to  have  been  the  house  o£ 
St  Mark,  on  a  pleasant  elevation,  commanding 
a  spacious  view  of  the  valley  underneath,  and 
mountains,  which  extend  in  grand  and  sub- 
lime form  to  a  vast  distance-,  and  a  little  to 
the  right,  are  the  vestiges  of  the  habitation  of 
Mary  Magdalen.  A  torrent  of  rain  having 
fallen  at  this  time,  obliged  me  to  desist  from 
viewing  Bethphage,  and  other  places  in  the 
vicinity,  and  hasten  for  shelter  to  the  village  of 
Bethany,  where  I  visited  the  tomb  of  Lazarus. 
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I  am  disposed  to  think,  that  the  appearance 
of  the  sepulchre  strongly  accords  with  the  de- 
scription of  the  evangelist  I  first  descended 
to  a  cave*,  probably  from  fifty  to  sixty  feet 
under  ground,  and  landed  in  a  small  quadran- 
gular space,  where  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
communication  with  a  chiurch  adjoining,  which 
is  now  built  up,  and  converted,  as  I  was  informed^ 
into  a  mosque.  In  the  wall  of  this  apartment 
there  is  an  aperture,  of  about  three  feet  in 
breadth,  formed  by  the  raising  of  a  large  stone, 
as  if  by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  through  which 
I  cr^t,  and  got  into  an  arched  vault,  said  to 
be  the  ^t  where  the  body  was  laid,  and  I 
found,  OH  measuring,  to  be  about  finirteen  feet 
in  length,  ten  in  breadth,  and  eight  in  height. 
During  the  time  I  remained  in  this  place,  and 
occupied  in  reading  the  account  of  the  miracle, 
tile  words  of  our  Lord,  "Lazarus,  come  forth,*' 
aomided  loudly  in  my  ears;  when  I  experienced 

*  <<  Jesus,  therefore,  again  groaning  in  himself^  cometh  to 
the  grave.    It  was  a  cave. 

<<  Jesus  said,  Take  ye  away  the  stone,  &c. 

<'  Hien  they  took  away  the  atone  from  the  plaoe  where  the 
dead  was  laid,  and  Jesus  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  said,  Father, 
I  thank  thee  that  thou  hast  heard  me. 

^*  And  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  cried  with  a  loud 
¥mce,  Lasanis,  come^fortk. 

**  And  he  that  was  dead  came  forth,  bound  hand  and  foot 
with  grave  clothes,  and  his  face  was  bound  about  with  a 
napkin.'*  •—  John  xi.  98—44. 
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to  awful  sensation  of  indescribable  delights 
These  remarkable  expressions  seemed  to  bear 
a  signification  even  greater  than  the  memorable 
occasion  on  which  they  had  been  employed,  and 
held  out  a  solemn  call  to  that  spirit,  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins,  to  arise  from  the  sleep  of 
death,  and  Christ  would  give  it  life. 

On  this  occasion  several  Arabs  came  down  to 
the  cave,  and  perplexed  me  exceedingly.     I  was 
surveyed  by  them  sternly,  from  head  to  foot ; 
they  examined  my  umbrella,  which  was  an  object 
of  wonder ;  handled  my  seals  and  watch  chain, 
which  I  was  not  without  some  apprehensions 
they  might  lay  claim  to ;  and  frequently  spoke 
aside  to  each  other.     I  did  not  feel  myself  at  all 
comfortable  during  the  scrutiny  of  these  savages, 
especially  having  heard   they  had  occasioned 
great   trouble   to   travellers;    and  still  less  by 
the  sort  of  mystery  that  hung  over  the  manner 
of  their  colloquy.     Having  been  obliged  to  de- 
scend with  lighted  candles,    the   scene  which 
was  presented  when  the  Arabs  stood  with  their 
ferocious   looks    and  grins,    white  teeth,    and 
rude  arms  hung  in  belts  round  their  body,  was 
terrific,  and  approached  to  almost  a  similar  one, 
forinerly  described,  when  I  entered  the  pyramids 
in  Egypt     On  returning  to  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,   I   came  in   contact  with   another  group 
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assembled^  who  were  more  impertinent  and 
troublesome  by  their  curio»ty»  and  insulted  me» 
by  hooting  and  casting  stones,  on  retiring  from 
the  vUlage.  I  could  not  fiadl  to  remark^  in  and 
about  Bethany,  though  not  exceeding  half  an 
hour's  walk  from  Jerusalem,  the  lawless  and 
ferocious  nature  of  the  Arab  inhabitants,  con- 
trasted with  the  same  tribe  about  Bethlehem,  six 
miles  distant,  who  were  civil  and  polite. 

Proceeding  on  the  journey,  I  descended  to  a 
valley,  where  there  is  a  well,  denominated  that 
of  the  apostles,  from  their  having  recourse  to  it 
to  refresh  themselves,  in  the  several  journeys 
between  the  Holy  City  and  Jericho.    Some  de- 
gree of  credit  may  be  attached  to  this,  since  it 
appears  a  convenient  stage    for  that  purpose, 
and  there  is  an  abundance   of  water    in    and 
about  the  place.      After   this,    the    road    was 
most  rugged  and  solitary,   among  the  moun- 
tains,  where  awftd  desolation  and  silence  are 
spread  around.     At  one  part,  <mi  the  summit  of 
a  mountain  over  which  the  tract  led,  and  at  the 
edge  of  it,   are  the  ruins  of  a  fortress,  show- 
ing evidence  of  being  erected  during  the  cru- 
sades to  command  those  passes,  which  it  was  so 
well  calculated  to  efiect     In  the  course  of  this 
journey,   several  caves  and  grottos  came  into 
view,    which    were  the    habitations    of  shep- 
herds.  It  is  understood,  that  at  the  above  period, 
21 
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and  ill  all  times  of  danger,  these  recesses  were 
resorted  to,  as  refuges  for  the  o{^ressed ;  and  in 
that  view  it  appears  such  places  were  had  re- 
course to  at  an  early  period*  A  country, 
more  favourable  for  the  attacks  of  banditti, 
and  dens  better  adapted  for  concealment, 
can  hardly  be  imagined,  and  in  travelling  along 
this  territory  of  descdation,  there  was  brought 
to  my  recollection  the  description  given  by 
our  Lord,  of  the  individual  who  encountered 
a'  band  of  robbers  in  his  journey  to  Jericho t; 

*  **  Because  of  the  Midianites,  the  children  of  Xsrael  made 
them  the  dew  which  are  in  the  mountains,  and  caves  and 
strong  holds.'*  —  Judges  vi.  2L 

f  '<  Jesus  said,  a  certain  man  went  down  ftaoik  Jerusalem  to 
Jerichoy  and  fell  among  thieves,  which  stripped  him  of  his  rai- 
ment, and  wounded  him,  and  departed,  leaving  him  half  dead. 

^  And  by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain  priest  thai 
way^  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  passed  by  on  the  other  side. 

<<  And  likewise  a  Levite,  when  he  was  at  the  place,  came 
and  looked  on  him,  and  passed  by  on  the  other  side. 

<<  But  a  dettaiti  Samaritan,  as  he  journeyed,  came  where  he 
was,  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  had  compassion  on  him  ; 

<<  And  went  to  him,  and  bound  up  his  wounds,  pouring  in 
oil  and  wine,  and  set  him  on  his  own  beast,  and  brought  bim 
to  an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him. 

<<  And  on  the  morrow  when  he  departed,  he  took  out  two 
pence  and  gave  them  to  the  host,  and  said  unto  him,  Take 
care  of  him,  and  whatsoever  thou  spendest  more,  when  I 
come  again  I  will  repay  thee. 

^  Which  now  of  these  three>  thinkest  thou,  was  neighbour 
unto  him? 

"  And  he  said,  he  that  showed  mercy  on  him.  Then  said 
Jesus  unto  him,  Go  thou  and  do  likewise^*  —  Luke  x.  SO — 37* 
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ivhich,  in  all  probability,  might  have  occurred 
about  the  very  spot,  and  to  whom  ^stinguished 
humanity,  was  shown  by  one  person  in  opposition 
to  another  who  had  disregarded  him  in  passing 
by  J  an  act  of  mercy*  and  benevolence,  which 
has  been  so  strongly  held  up  to  mankind,  as 
an  example  to  follow,  t  There  was  further 
brought  to  mind,  that  the  unrepenting  sin- 
ner shall  have  recourse  to  such  lurking-places, 
to  screen  himself  from  die  presence  of  God, 
when  he  comes  in  his  glory  to  judge  the 
world,  t 

I  came  to  a  terrible  desert,'  surrounded  with 
mountains,  tossed  and  jumbled  in  the  wildestpossi- 
ble  confusion,  by  some  violent  agitation  of  nature. 
On  one  of  these,  which  is  of  great  altitude,  or  to 
use  the  words  of  the  evangelist,  **  an  exceeding 
high  mountain,**  it  is  said  our  Saviour,  after  being 
baptized  in  Jordan,  was  led  and  tempted  by  the 
devil.  §    Various  yawning  caverns  or  cells  are  to 

•  "  Blessed  are  the  mercifidy  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." 
»-Matt.v.  7. 

t  "  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to 

one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  ta  me." Matt. 

xxv.  45. 

t  "  In  that  day  they  shall  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  roob, 
and  into  the  tops  of  the  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord, 
and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty,  when  he  ariseth  to  shake 
terribly  the  earth."  ^  Isaiah  ii.  21. 

(  «  Again  the  devil  taketh  him  up  into  an  exceeding  high 
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be  seen  in  the  rocks,  the  abodes  of  the  religious; 
which  are  inhabited  particularly  at  the  period 
of  Lent,  after  his  example  of  fasting  a  cer- 
tain period  in  the  wilderness.  •  Perhaps  a  situ- 
ation more  wild,  completely  secluded,  and  bet- 
ter adapted  for  the  votaries  of  abstinence,  cannot 
be  pointed  out  upon  the  whole  face  of  the  globe; 
and  here  it  may  be  remarked  as  extraordinary, 
that  professors  of  Christianity  have  at  any  time 
entertained  the  idea  that  solitary  meditation,  in  a 
land  of  desolation,  shut  out  as  it  were  from  the 
world,  should  amount  to  a  fulfilment  of  duty, 
according  to  the  principles  of  a  religion,  essen- 
tially social  in  all  its  obligations,  as  that  with 
which  the  world  has  been  blessed  in  .the  doctrines 
of  Jesus  Christ 

Tliese  retreats  overlook  a  deep  gulf  or  ra- 
vine, which  is  so  terrific  and  sublime,  as  to  be 
calculated  to  shake  every  nerve.  A  short  way 
further,  the  great  plain  of  Jericho  and  surround- 
ing country,   of  inexpressible  grandeur,    burst 


mountain,  and  showeth  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world, 
and  the  glory  of  them."  —  Matt.  iv.  8.    Luke  iv,  5. 
"  He  brought  our  Saviour  to  the  xioestem  side 
Of  that  high  mountain,  whence  he  might  behold 
Another  plain,  long,  but  in  breadth  not  wide." 

MlLTON- 

♦  "  He  was  there  in  the  wilderness  forty  days  tempted  of 
Satan,  and  was  with  the  wild  beasts;  and  the  angels  mitif- 
stered  unto  him." — Mark  i.  13. 
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into  view,  appearing  as  tinder  the  feet.  On 
the  east  it  is  bounded  by  the  mountains  of  Pi»- 
gah*  and  Moab»  from  which  the  children  of 
Israel  had  the  first  view  of  the  land  of  promi^e^ 
and  where  the  ashes  of  Moses  are  supposed  to 
repose.t  On  the  west  by  a  chain  of  mouxitains, 
at  the  foot  of  which  Jericho  is  situated*  On  the 
south  the  plain  appears  to  the  eye  almost  bound- 
less, at  the  northern  extremity  of  which  is  the 
great  Lake,  in  dead  and  awful  silence.  At  this 
critical  moment  it  is  impossible  to  describe 
my  feelings,  when  I  recollected  those  tragical 
events  which  had  occurred  in  this  devoted  coun- 
try, from  the  powerfid  and  irresistible  arm  of 
the  Almighty. 

It  was  on  this  plain  that  the  manna,  which  at 
one  time  was  rained  from  heaven,  had  ceased 
to  fall,  that  many  of  the  utensils  and  vessels 
were  made  for  the  use  of  the  splendid  temple 
at  Jerusalem!,    and  the   Redeemer    had  trod 

*  ^  Get  thee  up  into  the  top  of  mount  Pisgah,  and  lift 
up  thine  eyes  westvirard,  and  northward,  and  southward,  and 
eastward,  and  behold  it  with  thine  eyes,  for  thou  shalt  not  go 
over  this  Jordan."  ^-  Deut.  iii.  27* 

f  *^  So  Moses,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  died  there  in  the 
land  of  Moab.  And  the  cliildren  of  Israel  wept  for  Moses 
in  the  plains  of  Moab,  thirty  days."  —  Deut.  xxxiv.  5.  8. 

X  **  And  the  pots,  and  the  shovels,  and  the  basons,  and 
all  these  vessels  which  Hiram  made  to  king  Solomon  for  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  were  of  bright  brass.  In  thepUUn  ofJor^ 
dati  did  the  king  cost  them."<—  1  Kings  vii.  4^,  i6* 
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his  sacred  steps^  proclaimed  his  doctrine,  and 
as  I  entered  Jericho,  when  the  glorious  sun  was 
going  down,  other  remarkable  events  recorded 
in  Scripture  occurred,  especially  of  the  crowd 
which  .followed  after  him  when  he  entered  it, 
and  proclaimed  salvation  in  the  house  of  the  rich 
man** 

I  stopped  at  what  has  been  called  the  house  of 
Zaccheus,  which  is  the  wreck  of  an  old  castle,  as 
I  can  apply  no  other  epithet  to  the  residence  there 
of  the  commander  or  governor.  Familiar  as  I  had 
become  with  the  general  misery  that  pervades  the 
houses  and  conditions  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
Holy  Land,  where  I  had  been  taught  to  submit 
to  many  privations,  and  indeed  blot  out  the  word 
comfort  from  recollection ;  the  residence  of  this 
man  appeared  to  be  most  eminently  distin- 
guished for  wretchedness.  On  the  visit  being 
announced,  I  was  requested  by  an  Arab  servant 

*  **  And  behold,  there  was  a  man  named  Zaccheus,  which 
was  the  chief  among  the  publicans,  and  he  was  rich. 

<^  And  he  sought  to  see  Jesus,  who  he  was,  and  could  not  for 
the  press,  as  he  was  little  of  stature. 

**  And  he  ran  before,  and  climbed  up  a  sycamore  tree,  to 
see  him,  for  he  was  to  pass  that  way. 

^  And  when  Jesus  came  to  the  place,  he  looked  up  and  saw 
hkn,  and  said  unto  him,  Zaccheus,  make  haste  and  come 
down,  for  to-day  I  must  abide  at  thy  house.  And  he  made 
haste  and  came  down,  and  received  him  joyfully.  And  Jesus 
said  unto  him.  This  day  is  salvation  come  to  this  house,  foras- 
Viuch  as  he  also  is  a  son  of  Abraham.*'  —  Luke  xix.  2.  9. 
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to  alight,  and  on  entering  a  stable,  which  ex- 
tended through  all  the  lower  part  of  the  place, 
was  conducted  up  a  narrow  broken  staircase  to 
the  terrace  on  the  veiy  top  of  this  ruin,  where  I 
found  him  in  the  comer  of  a  small  dirty  sapartr 
ment     He  was  a  feeble  old  man,  tottering  under 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  seated  cross-legged, 
in  the  very  quintessence  of  b^garly  pomp,  with 
a  few  ferocious  Arabs  as  attendants,  in  a  kind  of 
shabby  military  costume.     I  delivered  the  letters 
of  introduction,  when  he  desired  me  to  sit  (wi  a 
filthy  piece  of  carpet,  like  a  hearth  rug,  spread 
otit  on  the  ground,  and  presented,  direct  fix>m 
his  mouth,  the  pipe  he  was  smoking;  an  act^ 
as  I  formerly  observed,  that  is  considered  in  the 
East  as  a  mark  of  honor,  on  coming  from  per* 
sons  in  authority.     Afterwards  cofiee,  like  ditch* 
water,  in  a  broken  tea^cup,  was  handed,  when  he 
entered  into  some  conversation,  and  promised 
an  escort  on  the  following  day. 

The  governor  gave  me  an  order  for  lodg- 
ings in  the  village,  which,  although  perhaps 
the  best  in  his  power  to  recommend,  was  in 
reality  a  hovel  built  of  mud,  hardly  fit  for  the 
reception  of  cattle.  Here  I  entered  with  the 
horses  pell-mell,  the  animals  occupying  one  side 
of  the  place,  and  myself  and  attendants  the 
other.  We  lighted  a  fire  of  sticks,  laid  down 
our  beds  on  the  floor  of  earth,  and  took  some 
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refreshment,  after  a  most  £itiguing  journey. 
At  this  time  tlie  hut  being  besieged  by  Arabs, 
occasioned  some  alarm,  several  of  whom  rushed 
forward  in  the  most  impudent  manner,  and  ar- 
ranged themselves  round  the  fire,  in  a  sitting 
position,  resting  on  their  heels,  with  their  hands 
folded  across  the  legs,  staring  us  in  the  face, 
and  watching  every  one  of  our  motions.  The 
countenances  of  these  barbarians  were  almost 
black,  with  long  beards,  and  their  eyes  sparkling 
with  uncommon  fire.  They  had  the  finest  set  of 
teeth  I  ever  saw,  and  appeared  in  the  very  ex- 
treme of  wretchedness,  being  almost  in  a  state  of 
nudity,  some  of  them  having  merely  a  ragged 
shirt  with  a  belt  or  girdle  about  the  body,  and 
old  slippers  ;  others  with  a  coarse  woollen  cloth 
thrown  round  one  of  the  shoulders,  a  piece 
of  leather  like  the  soles  of  old  shoes,  attached 
to  the  feet  by  strings  or  cords,  and  armed 
with  coarse  daggers  or  knives.  The  females 
were  dressed  something  after  the  mode  of  those 
on  the  Nile,  which  I  formerly  described,  with  a 
kind  of  loose  wrapper  or  night  gown,  their  faces 
covered,  and  the  arms  of  some  of  them  orna- 
mented with  large  rings  made  of  glass,  which 
are  sold  at  Jerusalem. 

Although  greatly  disturbed,  yet  I  consider- 
ed  it  my  interest,  in  so  savage  a  spot,  not  to 
show  any  opposition  to  the  intrusion  of  these 
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savages,  since  so  completely  in  their  power,  and 
appeared  the  intruder.  I  therefore  supplied 
them  from  my  provisions,  ei^ecially  with  tobacco 
and  cofiee,  esteemed  by  Arabs  the  highest  lux- 
uries, upon  whiich  they  constantly  fixed  a  sharp 
eye;  and  thus  secured  their  friendship,  as  I 
was  afterwards  treated  with  a  condescenskm 
which  amounted  to  consideration  and  reepect. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Oigitized  by 


Google 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


«dl 


CHAP.  XVII. 

DKPARTURB.** JOURNEY  ALONG  THE  PLAIN.—  DESCRIPTION. 
—  JORDAN.  — DEAD  SEA -— FRIGHTFUL  DBSOLATION.*— 
STRIKING  PICTURE  OF   THE  MALEDICTION  OF  HEAVEN  ON 

THIS     COUNTRY — ACCURACY    OF     SCRIPTURE. OPTICAL 

deception; description    of     the    sea.  ^  IMPORTANT 

DISCOVERIES  TO  BE  EXPECTED  IF  BOATS  PERMITTED.  ^- 
BATHING  IN  THE  WATER.  —DESCRIPTION.  —  BJTUMKK.-^ 
ANALYSIS  OF  WAT2R.-<  RETURN  TO  JERICHO. -^  FINAL 
INTERVIEW  WITH  GOVERNOR.  —  ARAB*S  TENTS.  ^  RETURN 
TO  JERUSALEM. 

ALTHOUGH  a  heavy  rain  had  fitllen  during  night 
and  the  following  morning,  I  was  resolved  to 
prosecute  my  journey  to  the  famous  banks  of 
Jordan,  and  afterwards  to  the  Dead  Sea.  Tiie 
governor  was  as  good  as  his  word,  for  at  an 
early  hour  the  promised  escort  arrived  at  the 
hut,  composed  of  seveiral  men  on  horseback, 
powerfully  armed  with  muskets  slung  across 
their  backs,  pistols,  sabres,  and  several  sharp 
instruments  in  belts  round  the  body.  These, 
with  the  persons  who  had  accompanied  me  from 
Jerusalem,  amounted  in  all  to  twelve  in  num- 
ber. We  set  out  in  a  tract  along  a  dead  plain, 
preceded  by  a  powerful  person  with  along  vpeaoTf 
which  not  only  s^peared  an  instrument  of  warfare, 
but  carried  as  a  mark  of  honor ;  and  which  may 
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be  considered  as  having  been  adopted  so  far  back 
as  the  first  kings  of  Israel.  * 

Notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  of  this 
leader  in  the  view  of  amusement,  by  exercising 
his  hoiise,  and  flourishing  the  we£q>on  with 
singular  dexterity,  yeU  the  journey  became 
most  dreary.  Tlie  day  was  dark  and  gloomy, 
as  if  Heaven  had  in  its  righteous  judgment 
frowned  on  this  land,  and  marked  it  out  as  one 
which  should  be  eternally  excluded  from  the 
regard  or  superintendance  of  Providence,  and  it 
exhibited  truly  a  woeftil  picture  of  desolation 
around.  The  tract  was  so  deep,  as  to  render  it 
difficult  to  get  forward  the  mules  and  horses. 
Not  an  animal  beyond  these  was  to  be  found,  for 
whom,  indeed,  the  ground  could  afiR)rd  no  kind  of 
sustenance,  on  account  of  its  nakedness  t;  the 
notes  of  a  bird  heard,  or  even  the  smallest  insect 
seen.  On  reaching  the  banks,  the  state  of  the 
weather  was  such  as  to  prevent  all  reflection  be- 

*  <<  Now  Saul  abode  in  Gilead  under  a  tree  in  Ramah, 
having  a  spear  in  his  hand,  and  all  his  servants  were  stand- 
ing about  him/* —  1  Sam.  xxii.  6. 

**  And  Ishbi-benob,  which  was  of  the  sons  of  the  giant, 
the  weight  of  whose  spear  weighed  three  hundred  shekels 
of  brass  in  weight." — 2  Sam.  xxi.  16. 

**  And  there  was  again  a  battle  in  Gob  with  the  Philis- 
tinesywhereElhanan  the  son  of  Jaare-oregim,  a  Beth-lehemite, 
slew  the  brother  of  Goliath  the  Gittite,  the  staff  of  whose 
spear  was  like  a  weaver's  beam.'*— 2  Sam.  xxi.  19. 

f  **  It  is  impossible  to  subsist  in  this  country,  owing  to  its 
extreme  poverty  and  barrenness.'* — Jossphus. 
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yond  the  immediate  purpose  in  view.  It  was 
my  intention  to  have  bathed  in  these  streams, 
which  had  been  consecrated  by  the  passage 
of  the  ark*,  and  hallowed  by  the  baptism  of 
Christ  t,  but  my  situation  being  extremely 
uncomfortable  at  this  time,  I  could  only 
alight  for  a  few  minutes  to  bathe  my  hands 
and  face,  and  fill  a  couple  of  bottles  with  the 
water.  The  place  of  lavation  was  presumed  to 
be  about  half  a  mile  from  the  spot  where  John 
had  baptized  Jesus,  when  the  blessed  Spirit 
hovered  around,  which  called  forth  a  sub- 
lime exclamation  from  the  Evangelist  t     Inte- 

*  ^^  For  the  Priestis  which  bare  the  ark  stood  in  the  midst 
of  Jordauy  until  every  thing  was  finished  that  the  Lord  com- 
manded Joshua  to  speak  unto  the  people,  according  to  all 
that  Moses  commanded  Joshua,  and  the  people  hasted  and 
passed  over. 

^<  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  all  the  people  were  clean 
passed  over,  that  the  ark  of  the  Lord  passed  over,  and  the 
priests,  in  the  presence  of  the  people. 

'^  About  forty  thousand  prepared  for  war  passed  over 
before  the  Lord  unto  battle,  to  the  plains  of  Jericho  J* — Joshua 
iv.  10,  11,  13. 

\  "  Then  cometh  Jesus  from  Galilee  to  Jordan  unto  John, 
to  be  baptized  of  him. 

<<  And  Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  straightway  out 
of  the  water :  and  lo  the  heavens  were  opened  unto  him,  and 
he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting 
upon  him.'*  —  Matt.  iii.  13.  16. 

\  ^'  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of 
the  world."  —  John  i.  29. 

"  But  as  I  rose  out  of  the  laving  stream, 
Heav*n  opened  her  eternal  doors,  from  whence 
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resting,  however,  as  the  wbcde  scene  was,  the 
clouded  atmosphere  and  torrents  of  rain  which 
fell,  deprived  me  of  satisfitction,  and  nol^iing 
but  the  great  anxiety  to  visit  such  a  spot 
could  have  enabled  me  to  indure  so  long  that  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  to  which  I  had  been 
exposed. 

The  Jordan  is  presumed  to  lake  its  rise  near 
the  mountasins  of  Anti  Libanac,  flows  through 
the  Lake  of  Genasereth  or  Tiberias,  ulti- 
mately losing  itself  in  the  Dead  Sea ;  and  al- 
though we  find  in  the  sacred  writings  it  is  de- 
scribed to  be  a  river,  yet  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  to  fall  under  that  denomination.  It  is,  in  fact, 
no  more  than  a  stream,  not  exceeding,  perhaps, 
thirty  yards  in  breadth,  and  the  appellation  of 
river  seems  to  have  been  merely  attached  to 
it,  from  those  interesting  events  which  had  oc- 
cumed  in  ita^  waters.  It  is  understood  to  over- 
flow  the  banks  at  a  particular  period  of  the 
year,  which  we  find  anciently  occurred,  on 
a  calculation  of  the  words  of  scripture,  during 
the  month  of  March.  *    It  was  during  the  pre- 

The  Spirit  descended  on  me  like  a  dove, 
And  last  the  sound  of*  all  my  father's  voice 
Audibly  heard  from  heaven,  pronounced 
Me  his  beloved  souj  in  whom  alone 
He  was  well  pleased.*'  Milton. 

*  **  These  are  they  that  went  over  Jordan  in  the  JirH 
month,  when  it  overflowed  all  its  Banks.*' ^  1  Chron.  xii,  SO. 
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ceding  month  I  made  the  journey,  when  it 
was  large  and  increasing,  and  flowing  with  aa 
much  rapidity,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  come  at  the  water,  which  has  nothing 
offensive  in  pcnnt  of  taste.  *  The  banks  of  this 
river  are  enveloped  with  bushes,  which  tradition 
represents  as  the  haunts  of  beasts  of  prey,  con- 
firming the  propriety  of  the  poetical  allusion 
made  use  of  by  the  Prophet  t,  but  most  for- 
tunately I  did  not  come  in  contact  with  any  of 
them.  I  lamented  that  existing  circumstancea 
had  interdicted  further  excursions  about  the 
sacred  place,  and  circumscribed  my  movements 
by  the  nearest  tract  to  those  objects,  which  I 
had  immediately  in  view. 

Leaving  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  aaid  recoU 
lecting  the  worda  of  the  Psalmist  tf  I  directed 

*  So  much  virtue  has  been^«  attached  to  this  water,  that 
it  m  understood  at  one  time  a  quantity  of  it  was  br6ught 
to  baptize  some  of  the  royal  blood  of  England.  The  kut 
instance  of  the  kind  occurred  lately  in  France,  where  the 
son  of  the  Duke  de  Berry  was  christened  with  it,  and  brought 
expressly  lor  the  purpose  from  that  river.  Many  pilgrims 
also  bathe  in  the  streams,  undev  an  idea  it  has  the  efbct  of 
cleansing  them  from  sin. 

"  Baptizing  in  the  profluent  stream,  the  sign 
Of  washing  them  from  guilt  of  sin  to  life." 

MiJLiToir. 

f  *^  He  shall  come  up  as  a  lion  from  the  swelling  of  the 
Jordan."  —  Jeremiah  iv.  19 — 50. 

j:  <<  The  Lord  led  us  through  the  wilderness,  a  land  of 
deserts  and  the  shadow  of  death.**  —  Jer.  ii.  6. 
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my  course  to  the  Dead  Sea,  striking  along  the 
pkdn  or  desert  in  a  northern  direction.  In  the 
course  of  this  ride  the  weather  brightened,  but 
only  served  to  lay  open,  in  a  more  frightful  form, 
that  awful  scene  of  devastation,  which  was,  in  truth, 
lifting  up  the  shroud  from  the  dreadful  disfigur- 
ations of  death  itself.  •  The  accursed  soil  over 
which  my  path  lay,  was  white,  resembling  pow- 
der, and  the  rains  had  converted  i1>  literally  into 
mortar:  as  I  proceeded,  my  attention  was 
vividly  excited  by  the  views  of  regularly  formed 
castles,  fortifications,  and  other  edifices ;  but  on 
approaching  these  the  illusion  vanished,  and  I 
found  they  were  merely  masses  of  moving  sand, 
which  had  assumed,  in  the  course  of  time,  these 
fantastical  appearances. 

In  any  other  place,  and  amongst  objects  of  a 
di£ferent  character,  these  curious  deceptions  in 
nature  would  have  been  pleasing,  but  here  they 
only  filled  the  mind  with  awe  and  dread.  They 
seemed  to  be  the  monuments  of  some  mysterious 
power  who  had  been  at  work  on  the  spot,  and 
departed,  carrying  away  all  the  traces  of  man  and 
life. 

No  language  of  the  most  eloquent  writer  can 
give  a  proper  description  of  that  mournful  de- 

♦  "  O  my  God,  therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the 
land  of  Jordan/'  —  Psalm  xlii.  6. 
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Vastation  •  which  reigns  in  this  devoted  region, 
from  the  curses  denounced  against  it,  or  express 
that  solemn  horror  which  the  scene  is  so  much 
calculated  to  inspire.  This  particular  country 
must  be  visited  in  order  to  be  believed ;  which 
may  be  said  as  strikingly  monumental  of  the 
tremendous  wrath  of  Almighty  God,  aiid  held  up 
an  everlasting  warning  to  mankind.  To  the 
terrible  acts,  indeed,  of  his  vengeance  here,  we 
find  allusions  in  the  sacred  volume,  by  the  de- 
nunciation of  the  divine  judgment  of  apostate 
Israel,  t     I  now 

"  Drew  to  where  in  dreadful  ire, 
Heaven  rainM  on  earth  of  old  a  storm  of  fire. 
To  avenge  the  wrongs  which  nature's  laws  endureil 
On  that  dire  race  to  horrid  deeds  inur'd." 

A  profound  silence,  awfiil  as  death,  hangs  ovet 
the  lake ;  but  the  sound  of  its  heavy  waters 
slowly  rolling  before  the  wind,  which  blew  at 
the  time,  and  along  with  heavy  showers,  were 
even  more  appalling  than  the  desolation  of  its 
shores.     At  this  time,  after  reading  from  the 

^  ''  A  wonderful  and  horrible  thing  is  committed  in  the 
land."  —  Jeremiah  v.  SO. 

f  ^<  When  the  gejieroHons  to  come  shail  see  that  the  ^ole 
land  is  brimstone,  salt  and  burning,  that  it  is  not  sown  or 
bearethy  nor  uny  grass  thereon,  (like  the  overthrow  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  Adinah  and  Zeboim,  which  the  Lord  over- 
threw in  his  anger,  and  in  his  wrath,)  even  all  nations  shall 
say,  Wherefore  has  the  Lord  done  this  unto  this  landT*  — 
Deut.  xxix.  23. 
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Bible  that  tragical  and  heart-rending  description 
of  the  "  fire  and  brimstone/*  which  rained  upon 
the  place,  I  gazed  on  every  thing  around  me ;  and, 
in  the  midst  of  my  savage  guards,  rivetted  to 
the  spot  in  silent  wonder,   and  awful  dread, 
feeling  as  if  I  had  been  brought  to  the  very 
verge   of  the   habitable   world,    to  which  the 
words  of  Moses  might  with  propriety  have  been 
applied  •     The  strongest  wish  that  I  could  ex- 
press at  this  peculiar  moment  was,  that  those 
infidels  who  know  not  God,  or  believe  in  his 
Gospel,  were  standing  on  the  same  spot,  sqpec- 
tators  of  those  terrible  scenes ;  which  woidd  have 
unhinged  every  nerve,  shaken  them  to  the  centre, 
and  brought  home  powerftd  conviction  to  their 
deluded  minds,  on  the  existence  of  demonstra- 
tive evidence  crfthe  truth  of  Revelation  that  there 
is  an  Almighty  Power,  whose  arm  has  been  made 
bare,  thrown  down  the  thunderbolts  of  his  ven- 
geance t,  and  burned  up  his  adversaries^ 

In  this  solitude  I  derived  something  like  an 
emotion  of  pleasure  from  the  sight  of  a  hawk, 
which  passed  over  the  low  unnavigated  waters, 
an  incident  in  itself  doubly  pleasing,  since  it  not 
only  broke  the  course  of  those  distressing  feel- 

*  <<  And  so  terrible  was  the  sight,  that  Moses  said,  I  ex- 
ceedingly fear  and  quake." —  Hebrews  xii.  21. 

f  "  What  God  is  there  in  heaven  and  earth  that  can  do 
according  to  thy  xoorks  and  according  to  thy  might  f  — 
Deut.  ill.  24. 
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ings  i;ehich  are  forced  on  a^  traveHer  by  such 
awflil  vestiges  of  Divine  indignation,  but  was  a; 
marked  contradiction  to  the  repeated  assertion, 
that  no  birds  can  fly  over  the  lake  oh  account 
of  that  pestiferous  Vapour  inhaled  from  its  sur- 
face. It  is  also  said  that  no  fish  can  exist  within 
its  waters;  and  certainly  I  had  no  evidence  to 
the  contrary ;  having  no  means  to  try  if  the  lake 
did  contain  fish  \  nor  coidd  I  perceive  on  the 
shore  any  shells  resembling  those  of  oysters^ 
&c.  or  that  it  changed  colour,  as  some  have 
observed.  Neitheif  did  I  discover  the  pillar  of 
salt,  or  those  apples  which  have  been  so  often 
alluded  tot;  or  find,  in  truth,  a  solitary  tree  of 
any  species.  On  the  vhole,  the  vast  Wildness, 
frightftd  sterility,  and  strange  apparitional  form 
of  the  moving  sands,  ari^  sufficient,  without  ahy 
extravagant  fiction  and  chimeras  of  the  imagin- 
ation, to  impress  a  behdlder  with  most  pro- 
found sentiments  of  rel^ious  awe,  and  the' 
dreadful  power  of  an  avenging  Deity.  Hav- 
ing been  disappointed  of  batMiig  in  the  Jordan, 
I   indulged  in  that  luxiuy  here;   but  I  can- 

*  **  The  water  is  salt,  and  produces  noJUhr —  Josbphus. 

*<  The  taste  was  salt  and  bitter,  and  there  were  no  visible 
traces  of  any  microscopic  animalcuke" '^Covvt  Forbin's 
Travels. 

^  «  -^_««.««.^_ Which  grew 

Near  that  bituminous  lake  where  Sodom  fltoed." 

MiLTOW. 
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not  undertake  to  say  that  I  was  sensible  of  the 
water  being  more  buoyant,  as  some  persons 
have  asserted^  than  that  of  the  ocean ;  nor  can  I 
agree,  in  the  opinions  entertained  by  a  Jewish 
historian  *  :  although  its  taste  is  decidedly  more 
disagreeable,  the  nnell  a,pproaches  to  that  of 
Harrowgate,  and  is  also  not  unlike  bilge  water.  I 
found  pieces  of  the  bitumen,  which  are  black,  hard 
as  flint,  and  on  breaking  appeared  similar  in  heart: 
on  applying  it  to  fire  a  smoke  issues,  and  the 
place  where  this  experiment  is  made  is  strongly 
impregnated  with  a  sulphureous  smelL  Crosses 
of  this  bitumen  are  made,  and  sold  at  Jerusalem. 
The  Lake  Asphaltes,  or  Dead  Sea,  as  it  is 
more  commonly  called,  assumes  the  form  of  a 
bow,  lies  between  a  chain,  of  moyntains,  is  esti- 
mated at  about  eighty  miles  in  length,  and 
twenty  miles  in  breadth ;  but  it  was  impossible^ 
at  the  particular  spot  where  I  stood,  to  take  the 
whole  into  view,  as  it  appeared  to  have  a  curving 
position ;  and  although  it  is  understood  to  have 
no  visiUe  issue,  yet  it  does  not  overflow,  t    Sd- 

*  <<  The  most  weighty  things  thrown  into  it  will  not  sink ;  so 
that  it  would  be  difficult  for  a  man  to  drown  himself  herein, 
if  he  was  not  bent  on  so  doing.  Vespasian  undertook  a 
journey  to  be  assured  of  the  fact,  and  caused  a  number  of 
persons  unacquainted  with  swimming  to  have  their  hands 
tied  behind  them  and  thrown  into  it,  and  thejjioated  on  the 
turfacer  —  JosephCs. 

f  "  The  Jordan  every  day  discharges  into  the  Dead  Sea 
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ence  has  deep  reason  to  deplore  that  no  effort 
has  been  made,  on  the  part  of  European  govern- 
ments, for  permission  from  the  Turks  to  transport 
a  small  vessel,  which  might  be  effected  from 
Joppa,  or  materials  to  construct  one  on  the 
banks  of  this  lake,  in  order  that  every  part  of 
it  might  be  carefully  explored*  When  it  is 
considered  that  hitherto  all  the  knowledge 
possessed,  relative  to  this  prodigious  body  of 
dead  water,  has  been  derived  either  from  the 
hasty  inspection  of  solitary  travellers,  like 
myself^  or  religious  fanatics,  willing  to  mag- 
nify and  mystify  every  circumstance,  it  can- 
not admit  of  doubt  that  many  curious  dis- 
coveries might  be  brought  to  light.  If,  for 
example,  it  should  be  found  to  contain  fish  ^  as 


about  6^090,000  tons  of  water.  So  great  a  quantity  of  water 
being  received,  without  any  visible  increase,  in  the  limits  of 
the  Dead  Sea,  hath  made  some-  conjecture  that  it  must  be 
absorbed  by  the  burning  sands ;  others,  that  there  are  some 
subterraneous  cavities  to  receive  it :  Provided  the  sea  should 
be  72  miles  long  and  18  broad,  and  6914  tons  of  vapour 
being  allowed  to  every  square  mile,  there  will  be  drawn  up, 
every  day,  above  8,960,000  tons.  As  the  heat  of  the  sun 
is  of  more  activity  here  than  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  ex- 
alting thereby  a  greater  proportion  of  vapour;  so  the  Jor- 
dan may,  in  some  measure,  make  up  this  excess  by  swelling' 
more  at  one  time  than  another,  though,  without  doubt,  there 
are  other  rivers  particularly  from  the  mountains  of  Moab 
that  must  continually  discharge  themselves  into  the  Dead' 
Sea,"—  Shaw's  Travels. 
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its  water?  are  of  a  very  different  quality  from 
those  of  the  ocean,  or  any  other  lake  from  which 
fish  have  been  taken,  they  may  be  of  a  kind 
and  nature  entirely  different  from  those  with 
which  naturalists  are  yet  accpiainted.  The  truth, 
also,  of  what  has  often  been  su]^posed  with 
regard  to  vestiges  of  remains  of  the  demolished 
cities  being  uijider  water^  will  be  most  accurately 
ascertained  J  in  short,  the  precise  length,  breadth, 
circumference,  a^d  depth  of  the  whole,  with 
other  objects  highly  important 

A  variety  of  conjectures  have  been  formed  as 
to  the  means  employed  by  the  Almighty  in  the 
destruction  of  the  cities  charged  with  guilt. 
Writers  mention  that  this  lake  covers  the  Vale  of 
Siddim,  where  the  cities  stood,  nay,  th^^t  these  are 
actually  to  be  seen  *,'  but  I  could  not  possibly 
discover  the  slightest  vestige  of  them.  Although 
some  speak  of  the  destruction  of  thirteen  towns 
by  an  inundation  of  burning  sulphur,  the  state* 
ment  cannot  be  opposed  as  detracting  Stom  that 
of  the  Scriptures,  in  which  Sodom,  Gomorrah, 
Adinah,  ^eboim,  and  Bela  are  mentioned,  and 
therefore   must   be    supposed  by  implicaticm. 

*  <'  In  its  neighbouriioodara  yet  to  he  se^o  the  remains  of 
five  cities  of  infiunous  chaca^er,  whicb  wore  burned  when 
Sodom  was  destroyed."— Josbfhus. 

''  In  searching  on  the  shore  Oie  xfCiHges  of  these  guilty 
dtieSf  it  was  m^  good  fortune  to  meet  with  the  waUs  and 
several  columns.**—  Forbik. 
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Others,  likewise  state  that  the  cities  were 
destroyed  by  lightning,  and  the  vegetable  powers 
of  the  earth  around  burned  up.  If  we  attend^, 
however,  to  the  testimony  of  sacred  historians,. 
we  are  left  in  no  state  of  doubt  on  the  subject  *^ 
since  fire  and  brimstone  have  been  so  specially 
mentioned  as  a  direct  effect  of  the  mighty  ven^ 
geance  of  Heaven. 

But,  in  considering  this  tremendous  pheno* 
menon,  without  taking  into  view  whether  it  was. 
accomplished  by  fire  and  brimstone  from  the 
viols  of  heaven,  by  an  inundation  of  melted 
sulphur  poured  from  the  mountains  ignited  by 
lightning,  by  volcanic  means,  or  the  horrors  of 
an  earthquake,  accompanied  by  a  fiery  tempest 
in  the  air,  one  question  cannot  fail  to  arise  ^  viz. 
into  what  depository,  or  by  what  means,  were  the 
waters  of  the  Jordan  absorbed  previous  to  the 
existence  of  such  an  event?  It  is  perfectly  evi- 
dent that  these  must  have  had  an  outlet  some- 
where ;  and  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  think  they 
were  absorbed  in  agricultural  purposes,  as  some 
have  supposed,  founding  an  opinion  on  what 
Maundrell  alludes  to  respecting  the  Barrady,  a 

*  **  Then  the  Lord  rained  upon  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
briftut&ne  and  fire  from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven^  And  he  orer- 
threw  those  cities,  and  all  the  plain,  and  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  cities,  and  that  which  grew  upon  the  ground*"— i 
Gen.  xiz.  24,  25. 
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river  about  the  same  size,  which  he  describes  as 
consumed  by  the  gardenain  and  about  Damascus. 
I  am  unwUUng  to  offer  any  opinion  upon  this 
most  interesting  subject  j  but  as  it  is  evident  that 
unless  the  very  structure  of  the  country  has 
been  changed^  the  Jordan  must  have  had  in  this 
plain  a  receptacle  for  its  waters  previous  to  the 
destruction  of  the  cities,  and  since  the  Scrip- 
tures say  nothing  respecting  the  formation  of  tiie 
Dead  Sea  as  a  consequaice  of  the  judgment  of 
Heaven,  I  am  humbly  inclined  to  think  that  this 
lake  may  always  have  existed,  and  the  cities  were 
situated  on  the  banks  of  it*     In  the  terrible  con- 
cussion of  their  fate»  and  the  desolation  which 
was  poured  upon  the  country,  it  appears  highly 
probable  that  some  important  alteration  took 
place.     The  bounds  of  the  Lake  may  have  been 
enlarged,  and  the  character  of  its  waters  changed 
hy  the  nitre  and  bituminous  materials  thrown 
into  it.     But  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the 
latter  was  altogether  formed  at  the  time ;  on  the 
contrary,  had  this  been  the  fact,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  a  circumstance  so  peculiarly  striking 
would  have  been  described,  nay,  often  alluded 
to,    in    the    sacred    record.      However,    from 
being  silent  on  this  point,   I   am   inclined  to 
conclude  there  is  a  strong  confirmation   of  my 
opinion;    although  hitherto   the  common  idea 
entertained  has  been  that  the  Vale  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  suffered  a  submersion,  and  the 
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waters  of  the  Lake  Asphaltes  covers  the  cities 
where  they  stood. 

Another  opinion  also  may  be  entertained.  I 
had  occasion  to  mention^  that  from  an  elevation, 
on  approaching  Jericho,  I  had  a  most  extensive 
view  of  its  plain,  with  part  of  the  Dead  Sea  at 
the  northern  extremity.  Now,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  the  whole  space  covered  by  this  sea,  which 
is  on  an  exact  line  with  the  plain,  with  a  regular 
chain  of  mountains  on  each  side,  might  have 
been,  prior  to  the  destruction  of  the  cities,  part 
of  this  very  plain  of  Jericho ;  •  for  the  first  tract 
of  my  journey  along  it  to  the  Jordan,  from  west 
to  east,  and  the  sea  to  the  north,  was  an  entire 
dead  waste,  the  ground  in  a  white,  pulverised 
state,  as  if  burned  up,  on  which  nothing  grows ; 
and  we  find  expressly,  in  one  part  of  the  history 
of  Lot,  that  he  beheld  all  the  plain  of  jordan, 
BEFORE  the  Lorddestroyed  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ; 
and,  in  another,  that  God  had  overthrown  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  by  fire  and  brimstone,  with  all 

THE   PLAIN,  t 

The  situation  of  the  country,  as  described  by 
Moses  at  the  time  he  vrrote,  appears  to  have  been 
the  same  as  at  the  present  moment ;  who  observes, 
that  the  "  whole  land  is  brimstone  and  salt ;  it 

*  "  Where  once  were  JertUe  lands  and  meadows  greeft^ 
Nirto  a  deep  lake  with  sulph  rous  waves  was  seen/' 

f  Gen.  xix.  24.         Gen.  xiii.  10.         Deut.  xxiii.  23. 
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is  not  80wn  or  bearedi,  nor  any  grass  groweth 
thereon :"  and  the  acts  of  Almighly  vengeance, 
which  have  thrown  it  into  such  a  terrible  state, 
have  he&OL  recorded^  in  infinite  wisdom,  as  an 
everlasting  warning  to  countries  involved  in  sin 
and  wickedness.*  In  short,  no  language  can 
more  strongly  describe  the  horrid  situation  of 
tins  country,  than  that  which  is  to  be  found  in 
holy  writ  t 

I  spent  about  half  an  hour  on  this  denounced 
shore,  and  filled  two  botties  with  the  water ;  and 

*  **  O  thou  wicked  people,  rememberwhut  I  did  unto  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  whose  land  lieth  in  dods  of  pitch,  and  heaps. 
Rothes;  even  so  also  will  I  do  unto  them  that  hear  me  noi» 
saith  the  Almighty  Lord."  —  2  Esdras  ii.  8,  9. 

f  "  For  our  Grod  is  a  consuming  fire*  —  Heb.  xii.  29. 

<'  For  ask  now  of  the  days  that  are  past,  which  were  htfore 
thee,  and  nnce  the  day  that  God  created  man  upon  the  eartli, 
and  ask  from  the  one  side  of  heaven  unto  the  other,  whether 
there  hath  been  amy  such  thing  as  this  great  thing  is» 

OR  HATH  BEEN  HEARD  LIKE  IT."  —  Dout.  iv,  24.  32. 

'<  Now  all  these  things  happened  unto  them  for  ensamples^ 
and  they  are  written  for  our  admonition"  •—  1  Corinth,  x.  1 1. 
"  O  earth,  earth,  earth,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.** — 
Jer.  xxii.  29. 

Viscount  Chateaubriand  gives  an  analysis  of  the  waters 
of  this  lake,  the  result  of  an  experiment  made  in  London 
on  a  bottle  of  it,  containing  the  following  substances,  and 
in  these  proportions : 

Muriat  of  lime,  -  -        3,920 

Magnesia,  •  -  -       10,246 

Soda,        ....       10,360 
Sulphat  of  lime,  -  -  54 

24,580  in  100. 
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as  the  ^bades  of  night  wer«  approaching  the 
guards  represented  the  daqger  of  r^mahiing 
longer,  smce  an  attack  m^ht  be  apprehended 
from  some  of  the  tribes  of  Arabs,  who  Ivak  about 
it,  and  are  known  to  conceal  themsdves  in  the 
loose  sands,  watching  for  prey.  In  consequence 
of  this,  I  mounted  my  mule  and  d^arted;  when 
I  could  not  fail  to  recollect  the  strong  language 
of  Scripture,  at  retiring  from  this  mournful  and 
fi:^htfiil  scene  of  desolation.  * 

The  sublime  is  a  feeling  which  cannot  admit 
of  long  indulgence.  It  is  too  vehement  to  en- 
dure, and  its  emotions  soon  exhaust  the  mind. 
The  views  along  the  lonely  shores  of  the  Dead 
Sea  are  powerfully  calculated  to  excite  that 
deep  and  agitating  feeling,  even  without  the  ter- 
rors of  any  immediate  danger ;  so  that,  without 
the  suggestion  of  my  attendsmts,  I  was  most 
willing  to  retire.  The  scenes,  however,  I  had 
witnessed,  during  this  long  day,  were  those  of 
that  visible  horror  <<  which  would  harrow  up  the 
soul,"  and  never  will  be  effaced  from  my  recol- 
lection,  unmitigated  by  any  association  of  sorrow 
for  these  cities,  over  which  the  thunderbolts 
of  Divine  wrath  had  been  darted.  I  directed 
my  course  to  Jericho,  passing  a  convent  demo- 

*  **  And  diis  whole  land  shall  be  a  desolation  and 
astonishment. 

**  For  great  is  the  anger  and  fury  that  the  Lord  has  pro* 
nounced  against  this  people"  •—  Jer.  xxxvl.  7. 
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lished  by  the  Mahomedans,  at  one  time  a  most 
convenient  place  for  the  accommodation  of  pil- 
grims in  their  journey  to  the  Jordan,  and  arrived 
in  safety,  grateflil  to  that  gracious  Being  who 
had  led  "  me  through  this  great  and  terrible 
wilderness." 

The  city  of  Jericho,  anciently  considered,  was 
only  inferior  in  point  of  consequence,  wealth, 
and  magnificence,  to  that  of  Jerusalem,  and  sur- 
rounded by  walls.*  No  vestiges,  however,  of 
its  former  grandeur  t,  or  the  splendid  palace  of 
Herod,  are  to  be  traced ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it 
stands  at  this  moment,  a  miserable  village,  formed 
of  a  few  rude  and  contemptible  clay  cottages, 
each  not  exceeding,  perhaps,  ten  or  twelve  feet 
in  height.  It  appears,  indeed,  either  as  if  some 
principle,  fatal  to  population,  were  still  emanat- 
ing from  the  pestiferous  vicinity  of  the  Dead 
Sea,  and  destined  to  extirpate  the  very  energies 
of  life,  or  the  judgments  t  anciently  denounced 
against  it  by  the  Almighty  were  in  full  force. 
In  the  neighbourhood,  upon  the  plain,  some 
tents   were  pitched,    and  occupied   by  Arabs, 

*  "  By  faith,  the  tvalls  of  Jericho  fell  down,  after  they  were 
compassed  about  seven  days."  —  Hebrews  xii.  30. 

t  "  And  they  utterly  destroyed  all  that  tvas  in  the  city^  both 
men  and  women,  young  and  old,  and  ox,  and  sheep,  and 
ass,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword."  —  Josh.  vi.  21. 

X  **  Cursed  be  the  man  before  the  Lord,  that  riseth  up  and 
buildeth  the  city  of  Jericho."  —  Josh.  vi.  26. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


TENTS*  269 

covered  with  black  hair  cloth.  *  To  the  colour 
of  these  coverings,  reference  is  made  in  the  sacred 
writings,  and  such  tents  appear  to  have  been  used 
from  the  earliest  ages  t,  which  afford  a  subject 
to  the  Psalmist,  in  contrasting  those  under  which 
evil  is  practised  to  the  humble  office  of  a  door- 
keeper of  the  house  of  God.  t  Many  different 
tents,  or  booths,  I  observed,  in  different  parts  of 
the  Holy  Land,  to  be  formed  of  other  materials, 
such  as  the  branches  and  leaves  of  trees ;  which 
has  evidently  been  handed  down  from  the  Israel- 
ites, who  appear  to  have  adopted  that  mode,  so 
as  to  afford  shelter,  or  covering,  || 

*  "  The  long  hair  of  the  camel,  which  falls  every  year,  is 
manufactured  into  garments,  furniture,  and  tents.**  — 

Gibbon. 

^<  I  am  black,  but  comely,  Oye  daughters  of  Jerusalem,  as 
the  tents  of  Kedar."  —  Song  of  Solomon,  v. 

f  <<  God  shall  enlarge  Japheth,  and  he  shall  dwell  in  the 
tents  of  Shem:*— Gen.  ix.  27. 

"  How  goodly  are  thy  tenUy  O  Jacob  I**-^  Numb.  xxiv.  5. 

"  So  Israel  departed  to  their  tents  ?**  —  1  Kings  xii.  16. 

"  Every  man  to  his  tentSy  O  Israel."  —  2  Sam.  xx.  1. 

%  "  For  a  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thousand.  I 
had  rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  house  of  my  God,  than 
to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wickedness.**  —  Psal.  Ixxxiv.  10. 

II  "  And  ye  shall  take  you  on  the  first  day  the  boughs  of 
goodly  trees,  branches  of  palm-trees,  and  the  boughs  of  thick 
trees,  and  willows  of  the  brook. 

"  Ye  shall  dwell  in  booths  seven  days;  all  that  are 
Israelites  bom  shall  dwell  in  booths: 

"  That  your  generations  may  know  that  I  made  the  child- 
ren of  Israel  to  dwell  in  booths.*'  —  Lev.  xxiii.  40—43. 

«  And 
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In  addition  to  some  of  the  many  interefitlng 
events  I  formerly  alluded  to>  as  having  occurred 
on  this  plain,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Zedekiah, 
king  of  Jerusalem,  had  fled  there  with  lus  army, 
when  he  was  made  captive ;  and  brought 
before  the  king  of  Babylon,  who  followed  up 
such  captivity  by  the  exercise  of  most  cruel 
acts.  ♦  When  I  reflected  on  what  this  country 
or  "garden  of  the  Lord,'*  must  have  been 
about  the  time  when  it  was  conquered  by 
Joshua,  a  period  of  the  world,  when  Egypt 
flourished  in  all  her  grandeur,  enjoying  the  arts, 
and  luxuries  of  that  magnificent  epoch  in  which 
her  lofty  and  enduring  edifices  were  constructed; 
I  am  fiUed  with  wonder,  mingled  with  sorrow. 
In  short,  Jericho,  at  present,  is  sunk  into  a  mere 
name,  for  the  few  deplorable  hovels  that  now  con- 
stitute the  place  can  never  be  considered  even  the 
relics  of  that  ancient  and  noble  city ;  which  was 
then  a  fi[>rtres3  of  such  vast  strength,  that  a  miracle 
was  employed  to  assist  Joshua  in  his  operations  to* 


"  And  they  found  written  in  the  law  which  the  Lord  had 
commanded  by  Moses,  that  the  children  of  Israel  should 
dwdl  in  booths,"*  Sec.  —  Neh.  yili.  14. 

*  **  But  the  army  of  the  Chaldeans  pursued  ^fter  the  king, 
and  overtook  Zedekiah  on  the  plains  of  Jericho,  and  all  his 
army  was  scattered  from  him ;  And  the  king  of  Babylon  slew 
the  sons  of  Zedekiah  before  his  eyes.  Then  hepui  outihM 
eyes  of  Zedekiahy  and  the  king  of  Babylon  bound  him  in 
chains,  and  carried  him  into  Babylon,  and  put  him  in  prison, 
till  the  day  of  his  death." -*  Jeremiah  lii.  8—11. 
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wards  its  reduction,  and  the  first  city  in  Ca- 
naan which  3delded  to  his  force.     But  it  is  thus 
that  cities  and  nations,  which  once  reai^d  their 
proud  heads,  are  now  levelled  with  the  dust. 
These  endure  little  longer  than  the  reign  of  dieir 
founders }  when,  on  the  other  hand,  the  truth  of 
holiness  "  endureth  for  ever."     The  very  name 
also  of  the  objects  of  idolatry  on  the  part  of  the 
Heathen,  with  their  worshippers,  are  now  un- 
known in  these  sanctuaries ;  and  the  strong  holds 
that  superstition  had  erected  in  this  and  other 
celebrated   cities  are   demolished,   leaving  not 
a  wreck  behind.     The  hand  of  Mahomedanism 
now  wars  against  it,  and  widi  as  much  zeal  as  die 
sword  of  Joshua  did  of  old ;  but.  the  difiusion  of 
revealed  truth  throughout  the  world,  however 
dim  the  flame  of  its  light  may  yet  appear  to 
the   eye,   is,   I   trust,   now  rising  and  spread- 
ing over  all  parts  of  the  earth,  bearing  testimony 
to  the  prediction,  that  this  world  shall  be  under 
the  influence    of   our  Lord,    a  knowledge   of 
whom  shall  fill  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover 
the  sea.  * 

Having  dispensed  a  sum  among  the  guards,  I 
once  more  visited  the  old  governor,  to  thank 
him  for  the  polite  manner  in  which  he  had  facili- 
tated my  purposes,  and  presented  him  at  the  same 
time  with  a  gold  ring  I  drew  from  my  finger, 
with  which  he^appeared  delighted.  After  remu- 
♦  Isaiah  xi.  9. 
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iierating  the  Arab  who  had  given  me  accom- 
modation in  his  hut,  and  being  surrounded  by 
several  of  his  neighbours  for  a  supply  of  tobacco, 
which  had  unfortunately  run  out,  I  promised  to 
transmit  it  from  Jerusalem.  I  left  Jericho, 
contemplating  the  history  wliich  has  been  trans- 
mitted of  the  crowd  ♦  that  surrounded  Jesus,  at 
his  departure  from  it,  when  he  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  who  then  followed  him  t,  and 
proceeded  to  Jerusalem  with  the  escort  which 
accompanied  me  from  thence,  and  by  the  same 
tract  taken  from  the  city,  where  I  arrived  in 
safety,  received  the  congratulations  of  the  monks, 
and  happy  I  had  accomplished  a  journey  which 
lias  been  always  considered  to  be  attended-  with 
much  peril  and  difficulty. 

*  <^  And  as  they  departed  from  Jericho,  a  great  multitude 
followed  him. 

f  *^  And,  behold,  two  blind  meit,  sitting  by  the  way  side, 
when  they  heard  that  Jesus  passed,  cried  out,  saying,  Have 
mercy  on  us,  O  Lord,  thou  son  of  David. 

<<  Jesus  stood  still,  and  called  them,  and  said,  what  will 
ye  that  I  shall  do  unto  you  ? 

"  They  said  unto  him,  Lord  that  our  eyes  may  be  opened. 

*<  So  Jesus  had  compassion  on  them,  and  touched  their 
eyes,  and  immediately  they  received  their  sight,  and  they 
followed  him"  —  Matt.  xx.  29.  S4. 

'<  Since  the  world  begcui,  was  it  not  heard  that  any  man 
opened  the  eyes  of  one  that  was  bom  blind. 

"  If  this  man  were  not  of  God,  he  could  do  nothing,"  — 
John  ix.  32,  33. 
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CHAR  XVIIL 

WtStr  TO  THE  CHURCH  AKD  HOLT  SSPULCHRB.  —  RBPOSINd 
DURING  NIGHT  THBRE.  —  PRESENT  AT  THE  DEVO- 
TIONS OF  THE  LATINS  NEXT  MORNING. -»  UNHAPPY  CON- 
TENTIONS BETWEEN  THE  LATINS  AND  GREEKS  FOR  POS- 
SESSION OF  THIS  CHURCH.  •»*  DESCRIPTION  OF  IT. —  CBRB- 
MONT   OF   CREATING   A    KNIGHT    OF    THE     SEPULCHRE.— 

RUINS  OF  THE  ANTIENT  CITY  OF  JERUSALEM. OBSBRVA* 

TIONS. —  HINTS   TO    MISSIONARY   INSTITUTIONS. 

It  was  now  my  intention  to  visit  the  church  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  on  Mount  Calvary,  and  re- 
main all  night,  in  order  to  be  present  at  the  de- 
votions of  the  Latins  at  an  early  hour  the  fol- 
lowing morning. 

I  proceeded  there,  in  the  dress  of  a  Chris- 
tian, attended  by  the  Janissary  and  my  servant, 
an  arrangement  having  been  previously  made 
that  I  should  be  received  by  the  Franciscan  or 
Latin  brotherhood,  and  entered  the  church  under 
the  most  delightful  feelings  I  ever  experienced, 
at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  vespers  had 
concluded,  and  preparations  were  making  to  shut 
the  doors  during  night  I  was  received  by  this 
order  with  courtesy,  and  conducted  to  their  cells, 
where  supper  was  served ;  during  which  I  had 
some  conversation  on  diiferent  points  respecting 
the  church.  To  the  ears  of  a  Christian,  and  es- 
pecially in  a  place  where  "  peace  on  earth,  and 
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good  will  towards  men  */*  had  been  taught  by 
him  who  spake  as  never  man  did,  the  representa- 
tions of  all  those  quarrels  and  heart-burnings 
which  had  existed  for  so  long  a  period  between 
two  rdigious  orders  for  the  possession  of  this 
church,  was  truly  distressing. 

It  spears,  that  previous  to  the  year  1685,  the 
Latins  were  in  an  undisturbed  occupation,  and 
enjoyed  the  exclusive  right  to  perform  every  act 
of  devotion  within  its  walls.  This  tide  having 
been  called  in  question  by  the  Greeks,  it  was  fol- 
lowed up  by  most  disgraceful  scenes  of  disorder 
on  their  part,  and  even  acts  of  personal  violence 
inflicted  on  the  Latins,  who  had  justified  their 
claim  to  superiority. 

In  consequence  of  this,  the  French  govern- 
ment interfered,  and  made  a  formal  remonstrance 
to  the  Grand  Signor,  whose  protection  was  re- 
quired in  behalf  of  the  Latins,  when  they  were 
allowed  to  remain  unmolested  in  possession  of 
the  chmrch.  This  was,  however,  found  to  be 
only  a  time  for  breathing,  as  it  was  of  short 
duration,  for  the  invasion  of  iheir  privileges 
was  renewed  by  the  Greeks,  and  has  most  un- 
fortunately continued  down  to  the  present  mo- 
ment. These  animosities  have  been  of  so  vio- 
lent a  nature,  that  the  Latins  informed  me, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  a  short  time  previous 
•  Luke  ii.  14. 
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to  my  vifiiA,  a  Greek  had  the  audacity  to  chas* 
tise  one  of  their  number  in  facie  Ecclesise. 
They  related,  in  short,  yarious  outrageous  acts, 
on  the  part  of  the  Greeks,  and  implored  me  to 
lay  their  grievances  before  his  Excellency  the 
British  Ambassador,  at  Constantinople,  in  whom 
they  reposed  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of 
confidence.  Many  representations  had  been 
formerly  made  from  time  to  time,  by  the  am- 
bassadors of  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  on  this 
subject;  but  instead  of  being  attended  to,  a 
profpund  silence  was  observed,  on  the  part 
of  the  Turkish  government.  This  will  not  ^ 
pear  surprising,  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
Latins  are  in  a  state  of  poverty,  and  unable 
to  satisfy  the  rapadty  of  the  Turkii^  demands ; 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  Greeks  are  in  (^-^ 
lent  circumstances,  which  enable  them  to  pay 
enormous  sums  to  that  government,  and  hence 
a  peculiar  interest  is  secured  to  them. 

It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  the  Ijatin 
order  have  the  exclusive  privilege  of  i^etGxming 
mass,  with  shut  doc»»,  in  which  they  meet  with 
no  interruption,  until  seven  oclock  in  the  morn- 
ing,; when  these  are  thrown  open  to  all  reli- 
gious sects.  Qn  every  occaaon  I  rem^ ked  there 
was,  on  the  one  hand,  a  strong  partiality  shown 
to  the  Goreeks ;  and  on  the  other,  a  marked 
hatred  directed    against  the    Latins,  and    the 
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slightest  trifle  laid  hold  of  on  the  part  of  the 
Turkish  rulers,  to  irritate  and  wound  the  feelings 
of  the  latter.  One  fact  came,  indeed,  directly 
within  my  own  personal  knowledge.  The  pacha 
of  Damascus,  who  had  arrived  on  a  visit  to  the 
governor  of  Jerusalem,  in  riding  along  the  streets, 
liappened  to  pass  the  Latin  convait ;  when,  pre- 
tending to  take  offence  at  a  small  door  which  had 
from  time  immemorial  been  used  as  a  private 
entry,  he  ordered  it  instantly  to  be  built  up. 
This  unprovoked  act  occasioned  the  Latins,  who 
appear  to  be  a  most  inoffensive  class  of  men,  in- 
expressible concern.  They  are  constantly  kept 
in  a  state  of  agitation  and  alarm,  from  the  in- 
stdts  received  in  one  shape  or  other  from  their 
enemies,  the  Greeks  and  Turks,  and  the  rigorous 
exactions  entailed  upon  them  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Mohammedans. 

I  was  conducted  to  an  upper  cell,  where  I  re- 
posed for  the  night  in  my  clothes,  on  a  frame  of 
wood,  intended  as  a  bed.  Next  morning,  at  three 
o'clock,  I  was  roused  to  attend  the  matins,  and 
accompanied  the  friars  in  procession  to  thecluu 
pel  which  is  built  over  the  sepulchre,  in  the 
centre  of  this  edifice.  The  friars  followed  each 
other,  in  slow  procession,  holding  up  massy  light- 
ed wax  candles,  and  singing  in  an  aflfecting 
strain;  which,  being  accompanied  by  the  deepand 
solemn  sounds  of  the  organ,  contributed  to  elevate 
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and  fill  the  soul  with  sentiments  of  inexpressible 
awe.  After  participating  in  ihe  worship,  where 
I  admit  that,  in  the  feelings  of  that  moment,  all 
idea  of  religious  diiFerences  was  lost,  I  accompa-. 
nied  the  Latins,  in  the  same  order,  to  their  cell, 
where  coffee  was  served,  and  remained  till  day- 
light, in  order  to  examine  the  church. 

So  many  descriptions  have  been  given  of  this 
sacred  edifice,  by  travellers,  that  it  is  almost  un- 
necessary to  mention  here  one  syllable  respect- 
ing it 

The  church,  founded  on  Mount  Calvary,  is 
about  one- hundred  paces  in  length,  and  sixty  in 
width,  and  in  order  to  prepare  the  mount  or 
hill  for  its  reception,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
cut  away  portions,  and  raise  it  in  others.  In  this, 
operation,  care  was  taken  that  those  parts  of 
the  mount  where  the  crucifixion  took  place 
should  not  be  touched ;  so  that,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, this  spot  is  considerably  higher  than  the 
floor  of  the  church,  to  which  there  is  access,  by 
twenty-one  steps.  This  sacred  spot  may  be  from, 
twenty  to  thirty  yards  square,  and  gaudily 
ornamented ;  where  there  is  an  altar,  with  lamps 
always  illuminating  it.  The  tomb  itself,  which 
at  one  time  was  a  cave  or  grotto  under  ground, 
formed  by  an  excavation  of  rock,  may  be  con- 
sidered at  present  as  above  it,  the  rock  surround- 
ing it  having  been  removed. 
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The  general  form  of  the  church,  and  to  whidi 
the  sq)ulchre  gives  it  tlie  name,  considering  that 
demote  part  of  the  world  where  it  is  founded,  and 
all  circumstances,  is  spacious  and  magnificent, 
where  the  order  of  Corinthian  architecture  pre- 
vails. It  is  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  having  a  heavy 
dome  or  cupola,  similar  to  one  over  the  Register 
Office  in  Edinburgh,  the  frame  of  which  is  formed 
of  the  cedar  of  Lebanon*;  and  although  light 
is  received  from  the  top,  yet  it  is  not  sufficient^ 
dear,  but  altogether  sombre.  I  did  not  learn  if 
therewere  vaults  underneath.  A  number  of  places 
are  pointed  out  in  different  parts,  held  peculiarly 
sacred,  in  each  of  which  cetain  ca:^monies  are 
performed  respecting  the  sufferings  of  our  Lord. 
Around  it  are  cells  or  apartments  for  the  re- 
ception of  various  sects  of  Christians  of  all 
nations,  and  access  to  the  whole  is  obtained  by 
a  single  door,  where  a  tax  is  rigidly  levied  by 
the  Turks  from  every  person  who  enters  the 
sacred  walls,  which  amounts  annuaUy  to  a  very 
considerable  sum.  Over  the  entrance  is  abas 
relief  representing  the  entry  of  Christ  into  the 
city,  and  the  acts  of  rejoicing  manifested  on  the 
part  of  the  multitude  who  followed  him  on  that 


*  <*  Solomon  built  the  house  of  the  forest  of  LebaBOn.  It 
was  covered  toith  cedar  mbove"^^  1  Kings  viL  2.  S. 

"  The  beams  of  our  house  are  cedar" —  Song  of  SolonuH» 
1.17- 
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interesting  occasion.*  At  entering  the  church, 
the  first  object  which  attracts  attention,  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  door,  is  a  slab  of  white  marble 
in  the  pavement^  marking  the  spot  where  Josq)h 
<rf  Arimathea  anointed  the  body  of  our  Lord, 
prepsu'atoiy  to  depositing  it  in  the  sepulchre ;  and 
in  one  particular  part,  also,  stands  the  tomb  of 
Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  who  captured  the  city  t, 
with  an  inscription  in  the  Latin  language,  which 
may  be  thus  translated : 
"  Here  lies  the  renowned  Godfrey  of  Bouillon^ 

who  established  the  worship  of  Christ  ail  over 

this  land. 

"  May  his  soul  rest  in  peace.  Amen." 

Over  the  tomb,  which  I  formerly  observed 
was  in  the  centre  of  the  church,  there  is  a  build- 
ing looking  to  the  east,  partly  circular  and  partly 
oblong ;  the  interior  of  it  is  paved  with  marble, 
and  richly  ornamented  with  curtains  of  crimson^ 
interwoven  with  gold,  where  a  number  of  massy 
^lendid  lamps  are  also  kept  constantly  burning. 

*  "  And  they  brought  the  colt  to  Jesus,  and  cast  their 
garments  on  him,  and  he  sat  upon  him  ;  and  many  spread 
their  garments  in  the  way,  and  others  cut  down  branches  off 
the  trees,  and  strewed  them  in  the  way.  And  they  that  went 
before, and theythatfollowed,  cried,  saying,Ho8anna !  blessed 
is  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  -^Mark  xi.  7, 9. 

t  "  Superior  to  the  private  factions  of  the  chie&,  he  re- 
serred  his  enmity  for  the  enemies  of  Christ;  and  though  he 
gained  a  kingdom  by  the  attempt,  his  pure  and  dismterested 
zeal  was  acknowledged  by  his  rivals,"  —  Giabok. 
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This  is  divided  into  two  apartments,  each  of  them 
probably  about  six  feet  in  height,  and  from  seven 
to  eight  in  breadth*  The  first  is  a  kind  of  ante- 
chapel;  and  in  the  second,  which  may  be  held  the 
Sanctiun  Sanctorum,  under  an  altar  is  said  to  be 
«  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay*,'*  and  over  it 
is  a  large  painting,  representing  his  bursting 
the  bands  of  the  tomb,  and  triumphant  ascension^t 
The  doors  leading  to  tliese,  from  being  so  low, 
obliged  me  to  stoop;  the  outer  steps  are  devoutly 
saluted  by  the  pilgrims,  who  kneel  and  offer  up 
prayers  with  extended  arms,  throwing  off  their 
shoes  previous  to  entering,  t 

The  number  of  Christians,  of  all  denominations, 
and  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  who  daily  en- 
ter this  sacred  spot,  is  most  extraordinary.  Some- 
times I  observed  the  pressure  for  admittance  so 
great  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  others  at 
the  same  time  to  get  out  of  the  church.  Dur- 
ing the  time  of  surveying  it,  I  was  particularly 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  two  Turks,  who 

*  <'  And  the  angel  answered  and  said  unto  the  women,  He 
is  not  here,  for  he  is  risen  as  he  said :  Come,  see  the  place 
tiohere  the  Lord  lay"  —  Matt,  xxviii.  6. 
<<  Mine  eye  hath  found  that  sad  sepulchral  rock, 

That  was  the  catket  of  Heaven's  richest  store." —  Milton. 

f  "  By  thy  glorious  resurrection  and  ascension^ 

Good  Lord  deliver  us."  —  Litany  of  church  of  England. 

"  The  progress  of  Christianity  was  120  at  the  ascentimh 
(Acts  i.  15) ;  soon  after  SOGO  (ii.  41.),  then  500,  and  in  little 
less  than  two  years  after  the  ascension^  to  great  multitudes 
at  Jerusalem  only."  —  Gibbon's  Roman  Empire. 

X  "  Whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  bear."  —  Matt.  iii.  1 1. 
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were  strolling  about,  and  appeared  to  scoff  at 
the  devotions  *,  although  Christians  would  have 
forfeited  their  heads,  had  they  presumed  even  to 
look  into  a  Mahomedan  temple.  In  the  outer 
area,  in  front  of  the  sanctuary,  a  number  of  per- 
sons of  both  sexes  were  arranged,  offering  beads, 
crosses,  and  shells,  representing  ihe  nativity  and 
other  sacred  events,  for  sale;  these  were  spread 
upon  the  ground,  and  eagerly  purchased  by 
pilgrims.  At  Easter  the  sale  is  particularly 
brisk*;  and  large  boxes  of  such  articles  annually 
sent  off  to  Catholics,  especially  in  Spain  and 
Portugal.  Some  of  these  I  purchased  as  curiosi- 
ties; and  my  servant,  who  was  a  rigid  Catholic, 
took  a  bountiful  lot  he  had  provided  for 
himself  and  fiiends,  and  laid  on  the  altars  of 
Mount  Calvary,  and  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  where 
they  received  a  formal  benediction  from  the 
monks  in  their  ecclesiastical  robes. 

When  at  Jerusalem,  I  was  not  so  fortunate 
as  to  see  the  ceremony  observed  in  creating  a 
knight  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  I  was,  however, 
informed  that  the  institution  might  be  dated  about 
the  year  1100,  in  the  view  of  exciting  persons  of 
rank  and  opulence  to  visit  the  sacred  places,  or 
rather  increase  the  revenue  of  the  monks.  The 
power  of  making  knights  appears  to  have  been 
vested  by  a  pope  in  the  guardians  of  the  order  of 
St  Francis.    The  nature  of  the  ceremony,  on 

•  <<  Thou  hast  drfiled  my  sanctuary/ —  Ezekiel  v.  11^ 
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such   occasions,   I  found  to  be  the  following, 
and  it  takes  place  in  front  of  the  sq>ulchre.     In 
the  first  place,  it  is  commenced  by  a  solemn  mass. 
Secondly,  an  oath  is  administered  to  the  can- 
didate to  the  following  purpose,  to  serve  in  the 
Holy  Land,  when  war  has  commenced  against 
infidels,  and  oppose  the  enemies  of  the  church 
of  Christ ;    to  defend  the  orphan  and  widow ; 
to  refrain  from  oaths^  imprecations,  and  intoxi* 
cation;  and  to  lead  a  life  of  chastity,  and  avoid 
duels.     On  taking  this  oath,  the  knight  kneels 
before  the  entrance  of  the  sepulchre,  when  the 
guardian  or  head  of  the  order,    pronouncing 
a  blessing,  lays  his  hand  on'  the  head  of  the 
person,  exhorting  him  to  be  a  good  soldier  of 
Jesus  Christ     A  pair  of  spurs  are  then  fixed  on 
his  heels,  and  a  sword  presented  which  he  is 
commanded  to  use   in  maintaining  the  rights 
of  the  church;  after  which,  leaning  his  fore- 
head against  the  sepulchre,  the  guardian  gives 
him  three  strokes  on  the  shoulder,  and  as  oflen 
repeats  these  words,  "  I  ordain  thee  a  knight  <rf 
the  Holy  Sepulchre  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
in  the   name    of  the  Father,   Son,   and   Holy 
Ghost."   After  this  the  person  is  saluted;  a  chain 
of  gold  with  a  cross  thrown  about  his  neck ;  and 
rising  in  his  new  character,  he  salutes  the  sepul- 
chre a  second  time,   and  returns  the  insignia  to 
the  guardian.    The  expence  attending  this  crea- 
tion may  be  from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds^  which 
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I  heard  had  been  extended  to  some  of  the  suite 
of  a  certain  illustrious  personage,  during  a  visit  to 
Jerusalem,  who  were  actually  Protestants  j  whereas 
it  is  universally  understood  that  none  can  be  ad- 
mitted members  of  the  order  but  those  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  persuasion,  the  defence  of  whose 
faith  and  church,  form  a  fundamental  part  of 
the  oath  administered,  and  by  which  they  oblige 
themselves  to  go  through  the  service  of  mass. 

[  It  may  be  further  mentioned,  that  in  thischurch, 
during  Easter,  a  variety  of  religious  ceremonies 
are  gone  through,  marked  with  extraordinary 
devotional  solemnity,  relative  to  the  sufferings, 
judgment,  crucifixion,  burial,  and  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ  J  and  I  regretted  extremely  I  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  being  there  at  such  a  period, 
as  a  spectator  of  them. 

Having  satisfied  my  curiosity  at  the  Holy 
Sepulchre^  I  began  to  prepare  for  a  departure 
from  Jerusalem,  and  visited,  for  the  last  time, 
the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  belonging,  by  pur- 
chase, exclusively  to  the  Latin  convent.  It  had 
made  a  deep  impression  on  my  mind,  having 
formerly  spent  many  hours  reading  in  the  book, 
of  truth ;  and  I  pulled  leaves  from  several  of 
the  dropping  olive-trees  which  adorn  it,  to  take» 
as  consecrated  relics,  to  England. 

As  my  attention  had  hitherto  been  chiefly  di-> 
rected  to  those  memorable  places  connected  with 
the  history  of  our  holy  religion,  I  considered  it 
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necessary,  before  leaving  for  ever  this  theatre  of 
events  so  strikingly  interesting,  to  search  for  the 
remains  of  the  secular  grandeur  of  the  Israelites. 

If  we  are  to  give  credit  to  all  that  is  repre- 
sented  by  monks,  who  point  out  places  and 
occurrences  with  such  apparent  accuracy,  we 
should  be  disposed  to  think  the  whole  of  the 
present  city  was  in  reality  that  of  antient  Jeru- 
salem J  but  if  the  prediction  of  our  Lord  him- 
self^ as  recorded,  is  attended  to  for  a  moment, 
then  the  total  destruction  of  the  original 
city  must  have  been  de  facto  accomplish- 
ed.* Indeed,  there  never  will  be  obliterated 
from  recollection,  that  solemn  impression 
which  the  words  of  antient  prophecy  had  made 
on  my  mind,  especially  at  that  very  moment 
when  I  observed  the  plough  moving  along 
Mount  Sion.  t 

I  proceeded  about  a  mile  to  the  north  t  of 
the  present  city,  and  was  most  forcibly  struck  in 

*  '<  For  the  days  shall  come,  &c. ;  and  they  shall  not  leave 
in  thee  one  stone  upon  another."  —  Luke  xix.  44. 

'^  And  when  ye  shall  see  Jerusalem  compassed  with  armies, 
then  know  that  the  desolation  thereof  is  nigh." —  Luke  xxi.20. 

<<  The  Lord  hath  done  that  which  he  had  devised;  he  hath 
JujfiUed  his  ioord  that  he  had  commanded  in  the  days  of  old; 
he  hath  throton  down  and  hath  not  pitied."  —  Lam.  ii.  17. 

t  "  Zion  shall  be  ploughed  like  a/eW."—  Jer.  xxvi.  18. 
Micah  iii.  12. 

X  "  On  the  sides  of  the  North  is  the  city  of  the  Great 
King."  —  Psalm  xlviii.  2. 
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viewing  masses  of  rubbish*,  and  enonnous  stones 
scattered  over  a  great  extent  around.  Although 
the  form  of  any  particular  kind  of  building  could 
not  be  distinctly  ascertained,  yet  these  remains 
exhibited  to  my  eye  a  city  laid  in  ruins, 
and  indicated  the  labour  and  expence  that 
must  have  been  eniployed  in  it,  of  which  these 
had  formerly  been  the  strength,  and  perhaps 
sculptured  ornaments.  Some  part,  indeed,  of 
the  paths,  formed  of  vast  stones,  and  also  wells, 
of  the  same  circular  form  as  I  had  occasion  to 
remark  at  Bethlehem,  were  distinctly  to  be  seen«t 
In  the  first  pltee,  we  are  told  that  Jesus  had 
been  crucified  without  the  cityt,  which  was 
the  case  with  all  malefactors  at  Jerusalem,  and 
upon  Mount  Calvary,  the  nearest  point  of  alti- 
tude to  the  original  city.  After  the  crucifixion, 
the  Christians,  who  attached  the  highest  pos- 
sible veneration  to  the  spot,  must  have  built 
the  present  around  Mount  Calvary  ;  and  hence 
the  place  where  the  cross  was  erected,  and  origi- 
nally without^  is  now  made  to  stand  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  Jerusalem.     In  short,  on  beholding 

*  <<  Jerusalem  shall  become  heapM.**  —  Jeremiah  xxti.  18. 
Micah  iii.  12. 

f  <<  How  doth  the  city  sit  soHtary  that  was  full  of  people ! 
how  is  she  become  as  a  widow>  she  that  was  great  among 
the  nations  T  —  Lamen*  i.  1. 

X  «  Wherefore  Jesus  also,  that  he  might  sanctify  the  people 
with  his  own  blood,  steered  mthout  the  gate."— Heb.  xiii.  12. 

*'  And  many  .women  were  there,  behMing  afar  qff^  — 
Matt,  xxvii.  55—- Mark  xv.  40.       . 
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the  whole  ruins  q)read  around*,  I  should,  with 
deference  to  the  superior  judgment  of  others, 
conceive  these  to  have  been  part  of  that  demo* 
lition  which  had  arisen  firom  a  destruction 
of  the  antient  city ;  and  am  surprised  that  no- 
tice  has  not  been  taken  of  these  by  travellers  who 
have  described  the  present  city  and  its  environs. 
They  are,  indeed,  not  very  far  irom  the  present 
city,  equal  to  that  perhaps  between  the  town  of 
Samaria,  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  celebrated  well 
which,  during  the  period  our  Mediator  visited  this 
earthy  was  also  within,  but  is  now  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  it,  to  which  I  shall  afterwards  have 
occasion  to  conduct  the  reader,  and  it  ought  to 
be  kept  in  view  the  difference  between  tlie  city 
of  Jerusalem  as  it  now  is,  and  anciently  did  exist, 
since  all  accounts  agree  in  pointing  out  the  latter 
as  extensive,  splendid,  and  populous.  At  the 
same  time,  I  believe  that  those  bulwarks, 
towers,  and  palaces  t,  with  the  exact  width, 
breadth,  and  circumference  of  it,  as  these 
were  originally,  are*  altogether  doubtful ;  and 
never  have,  or  perhaps  ever  will  be  oorrectiy 

*  **  And  I  wiU  bring  upon  the  inhahUtUfU  of  Jerusalem,  and 
upon  the  men  of  Judah,  all  the  evil  that  I  have  pronounced 
BgaiiMt  them.*' -^Jeremiah  xxicvi.  31. 

** Thy  holy  dtiesare a  tufM«nt€»# .«-.  Jerusalem  it  a  denims 
tion. 

**  Many  aadonfi  shall  pass  by  tki$  cky,  and  they  shall  say 
every  man  to  his  neighbour :  Whevelbi>e  bath  the  Lorddme 
this  tado  this  greai  4%.'*  ~  ieremiah  xxii.  S. 

t  Bsalm  xlviii,  12,  18- 
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ascertained*,  so  as  to  enable  travellers  to  ^^tell 
it  to  generations  following/*  t 

The  most  magnificent  remains  of  antiquity  ex* 
isting  in  this  direction  are  undoubtedly  the  se- 
pulchral  excavations,  denominated  the  Tombs  of 
the  Kings.  The  entrance  is  by  a  large  open 
court.  To  the  west  is  the  mouth  of  a  ca- 
vern, over  which  is  a  portico  hewn  out  of  the 
rock,  adorned  .with  sculpture,  but  much  de- 
faced, or  worn  out  On  entering  it,  I  turned  to 
the  left,  and  descended  to  those  mansions  of  the 

*  Viscount  Chateaubriand,  in  a  dissertation  on  the  ex- 
tent of  antient  Jerusalem,  observes,  "  That  it  has  induced 
scholars  to  treat  the  subject  in  a  very  ample  manner  in  all 
its  circumstances ;  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  site  of 
the  different  guarters  of  that  dty^  &c.  If  even  the  re- 
searches of  these  scholars  should  not  appear  to  have  been 
attended  throughout  with  complete  success,  still  their  zeal  is 
not  the  less  worthy  of  (K)mmendation.  The  principal  point  to 
determine  is,  the  extent  i^  ike  cityy  respecting  tohich  we  have 
nothing  precise.  To  decide  the  question,  recourse  must  be 
had  to  LOCAL  CIRCUMSTANCES,  and  it  is  to  the  neglect  of  these, 
that  this  pmnt  yet  remains  to  be  discussed.  And  after  idlud- 
ing  to  the  accounts  given  by  Deshayes  and  Jo8ephusy'*he  adds» 
**  these  observations  on  two  celebrated  authors,  and  precisely 
those  two  that  have  bestowed  the  greatest  learning  and  most 
pains  on  the  illustration  of  antient  Jerusalem,  justify,  in  my 
opinion,  the  assertion  made  in  the  preamble  to  this  memoir^ 
that  the  Extent  of  the  City  had  not  hitherto  been  de- 
termined  with  ANY  KIND  OF  PRECISION/' 

*^  Hiere  are  very  few  remains  of  the  city  as  it  was  in  our 
Saviour's  time.  Even  the  very  situation  is  AtTKRMD,**  — 
Shaw's  Travels. 

f  Psalm  xlviii.  14. 
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silent  dead,  by  creeping  with  difficult}^  through 
a  very  contracted  passage,  nearly  blocked  up 
with  rubbish.  I  entered  by  lighted  tapers; 
and  found  a  range  of  subterraneous  chambers^ 
cut  out  of  the  rock  in  different  directions, 
one  leading  into  another,  forming  a  kind  of  la- 
byrinth, and  in  each  are  recesses  or  recepta^ 
cles  for  bodies.  It  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  any 
accurate  account  of  these  extraordinary  places, 
and  various  opinions  have  been  entertained; 
some  of  them  presuming  such  were  the  sepulchres 
of  David  *,  though  every  thing  appears  to  be 
involved  in  doubt  and  obscurity  on  the  subject 
These  excavations,  however,  afford  evidence  of 
that  mighty  labour  which  had  been  bestowed, 
and  expence  incurred,  in  their  foundation ;  ope- 
rations evidently  accomplished  by  tlie  hand  of 
a  powerful  monarch,  and  might,  in  justice, 
be  compared  with  some  of  the  greatest  works  of 
the  kind  in  Egypt 

On  returning  to  the  city,  I  was  shewn,  near 
the  gate  of  Damascus,  a  grotto,  said  to  have 
been  the  residence  of  Jeremiah,  where  he 
wrote  his  Lamentations.  I  was  surprised  to  be 
accosted  in  the  streets  by  some  Arabs,  who  had 

•  "  And  Hezekiah  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried 
him  in  the  chiefest  of  the  sepulchres  of  the  sons  of  David; 
and  all  Judah,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  did  him  ho- 
nour at  his  death."  —  2  Chron.  xxxii.  33. 
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come  on  foot  the  long  journey  from  Jericho,  to 
bring  to  my  recollection  the  tobacco  I  pro^ 
mised  to  send  them  on  my  return  to  Jerusalem* 
Having  supplied  them  most  bountifully,  they  ran 
off  immediately  in  the  highest  ecstasy  on  their 
return  to  Jesicho  with  tlie  supposed  prize,  to 
share  it  with  their  brethren.  This  incident  I 
merely  mention  to  show  the  particular  value 
which  Arabs  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  attach 
to  an  article  of  this  nature,  and  the  trouble  and 
exertions  they  will  submit  to  in  order  to  obtain 
an  enjoyment  of  it 

On  arriving  at  the  convent,  I  had  an  interview 
with  several  of  the  monks,  who  came  in  a  body, 
on  the  different  objects  of  interest  which  had 
passed  under  my  view  during  the  day.  In  the 
course  of  conversation,  one  old  brother,  who  had 
formerly  often  annoyed  me  by  making  errands 
to  my  cell,  where  he  sat  down  and  sometimes 
remained  for  hours»  appeared  now  to  develope  his 
object  by  expressing  great  surprise  at  being  in- 
formed by  my  domestic  that  I  was  not  a  Catholic, 
but  a  Protestant,  and  exercised  every  ingenious 
art  and  persuasion  imaginable  to  draw  me  into 
a  conviction  of  the  justice  of  his  own  opinions, 
and  embrace  the  Romish  persuasion.  A  deal 
of  argument  followed,  and  I  ultimately  bb- 
sured  him,  that  I  had  all  along  professed  the 
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tenets  of  Protestantism,  satisfied  in  my  own 
conscience  it  was  the  true  faith,  founded  on  the 
word  of  God;  that  I  could  not  think  of  follow- 
ing any  other,  or  bring  my  mind  to  kneel  down 
to  inanimate  objects,  and  address  a  throne  of 
grace  in  the  name  of  a  plurality  iof  mediators; 
at  the  same  time  adding,  I  allowed  him  and 
all  the  monks  the  same  liberty  of  judging  for 
themselves  in  matters  of  theology  as  I  claimed 
to  myself. 

In  condnsion,  I  have  to  express  regret  that 
circumstances  had  not  admitted  of  my  passing  a 
few  months  in  this  part  of  the  country,  in  order 
to  have  surveyed  every  thing  more  minutely 
and  attentively  than  has  been  done.  The  tru& 
is,  I  was  so  interested  by  the  numerous  hallowed 
places  with  which  the  land  abound^  that  I 
could  scarcely  command  my  feelings  to  proceed 
in  any  regular  method  to  the  inspection  of  them, 
and  abandcMied  mysel:^  in  fact,  just  to  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment;  satisfied  with  seeing  those 
which  in  that  way  first  claimed  my  attention, 
taking  no  particular  care  to  survey  them  succes- 
sively, and  by  this  means  I  am  aware  that  many 
remarkable  objects  escaped  notice.  During 
my  visits,  however,  to  those  I  did  examine,  I 
enjoyed,  with  all  the  ardour  of  enthusiasm,  the 
recoUection  and  emotions  which  such   sacred 
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and  venerable  views  were  so  eminentiy  calculated 
to  awaken. 

And  now  that  I  am  to  take  leave  of  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  or  Civitas  Dei,  which  I  shall  never 
cease  to  think  of  to  my  latest  breath,  I  may,  in 
a  few  words,  express  surprise  that,  notwithstand* 
ing  all  the  laudable  zeal  and  ardour  which  has 
arisen  on  the  part  of  those  institutions  in  dur 
happy  land,  whose  views  are  to  dispatch  am- 
bassadors, in  the  name  of  Christ,  to  convert  the 
Heathen  in  India,  and  Africa,  yet  tiie  Holy 
Land,  that  most  interesting,  I  should  conceive^ 
of  all  countries  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  has 
never  come  within  tiie  sphere  of  operation,  or 
entered  into  calculation  in  any  way.  Let  me 
then,  respectfully,  express  a  hc^e  that  this  hint 
will  not  be  lost,  but  receive  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  Directors,  and  those  active  per- 
sons connected  with  such  societies,  who  will  rouse 
themselves,  and  see  the  high  and  pressing  expedi- 
ency of  sendingfbrthlabourers  to  the  East,  where  a 
portion  of  Christian  knowledge  his  been  already 
planted,  that  *'  the  sound  may  go  into  all  the 
earth,  and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world."  • 
In  fine,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Evangelist,  *<  I 
would  say  unto  them,  Lifl  up  your  eyes  and  look 
on  the  fields  of  this  landt,**  where  it  only  re- 

*  Romans  x.  18.  f  Jolui  iv.  35. 
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quifes  die  hand  of  a  judicious  i^eaner  to  root 
out  those  tares  which  choke  the  growth  of  the 
wheat,  in  «der  to  yield  a  luxuriant  and  most 
bountiM  harveat* 

•  ^  Therefor^  said  lie  unto  them,  The  harvest  truly  is  greats 
hii  ike  labourers  vte  few.  Rrajje,  therefore,  die  Lord  of  the 
harvest  chat  he  would  send  forth  Ai^r«rt  into  JUs  hanrest." 
^Lukex.%. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

DIPLOMA  noU  THB  GONVSNT.-^DEPARTURB  FROBTJBRU- 
•ALBM.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  BSBR«  —  RBSIDBNCB  OF  OOVERNOR4 
•—  LUDICROUS  IKOIDEKT  RBSPBCTINO  A  FBHAL^B  ARAK-^ 
DAMOBROUS  TRACT  TQROUOH  THB  M0UMTAIM8. «— Clb- 
MBL8— 0BSBRVAT10N8. —  BBTHBL*—  VALLBT  OF  SAMA- 
RIA. —  WBLL.—  WHBRB  BONBS  OF  JOSBPH  DBPOSITBD.— 
ARRIVAL  AT  SAIAARIA.  —  MOUNTAINS  OF  BBAL  Aim 
OERIZIM. 

On  taking  leave  of  the  friars  in  the  convent, 
there  was  put  into  my  hands  a  diploma,  certify- 
ing the  different  holy  places  I  had  visited* ; 
and  after  giving  a  sum  to  the  poor,  I  left  the 
sacred  scenes  of  Jerusalem,  on  the  15th  of 
February,  accompanied  by  a  military  escort, 
which  the  Governor  had  a  second  time  so 
politely  afforded,  with  letters  addressed  by  him 
to  the  commanders  of  those  districts  through 
which  I  should  pass  in  the  course  of  the  journey. 
An  inexpressible  sentiment  of  solemn  melan* 
choly  pervaded  my  mind;  and  I  r^eatedly 
turned  round  to  catch  the  last  glimpse  of  the 
city,  exclaiming,  '<If  I  forget  thee,  O !  Jerusalem! 
let  my  right  hand,  forget  her  cunning/^  t    The 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  4.  f  -Psal.  cxxxvii.  5. 

**  I  envy  the  happiness  of  the  man  who  has  seen  this  singu- 
lar Fand'  with  a  lively  and  confident  fiuth*"—-  Demon. 
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road,  which  was  to  the  north,  lay  through  a  wild 
country,  and  nothing  occurred  to  break  in  upon 
that  train  of  serious  reflection  which  had  natu- 
rally arisen.  In  the  evening  I  reached  the  small 
and  poor  village  of  Beer,  where  I  could  not  find 
accommodation  for  the  night,  which  might 
be  considered  ibrtunatei  since  I  afterwards 
teamed  that  the  Arab  inhabitants  were  in  a  state 
of  rebellion,  and  my  personal  safety,  as  well  as 
baggage,  would  have  been  exposed  to  danger. 

I  proceeded  to  the  ccmunander,  presenting 
him  with  a  letter  firom  the  Governor  of  Jerusalem, 
by  whom  I  was  kindly  received,  and  he  ofiered 
to  ai{brd  accommodation  for  the  night  in  his 
own  apartment  This,  to  my  surprise,  was  on 
the  very  summit  of  a  ruinous,  castellated  build- 
ing, resembling  that  at  Jericho,  to  which  I 
ascended  by  ladder;  which  he  drew  up  on 
reaching  the  top,  as  a  precaution,  I  understood, 
against  an  attack  from  the  natives,  in  whose 
eyes  he  had  been  held  an  object  of  peculiar 
jealousy  and  hatred.  This  abominable  place 
did  not  exceed  sixteen  feet  by  twelve,  and 
was  filled  with  dirty  Turkish  soldiers,  sitting 
cross-legged;  and  I  did  not  find  myself  perfectly 
at  ease  in  such  a  state  of  captivity.  They  treated 
me,  however,  with  civility,  when  I  regaled  them 
with  cofiee,  tobacco^  and  rakee,  and  they  allowed 
me  the  best  corner  near  the  fire,  where  I  threw 
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down  my  bed,  and  enjoyed  some  hours  of 
sleep.  The  carelessness  of  the  soldiers  here,  in 
allowing  clusters  of  ball-cartridges  to  be  sus- 
pended about  a  blazing  fire,  seemed  an  object 
of  severe  reprehension ;  fircHn  which  I  was  often 
led  to  apprehend  the  place  would  have  been 
blown  up. 

In  every  situation,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  the 
human  heart  is  accessible  to  the  subduing  in- 
fluence of  civility.  By  aUowiag  the  Turks  freely 
to  partake,  in  this  manner,  and  showing  I  had 
reposed  confidence  in  them,  they  seemed  dis- 
posed to  pay  me  respect  and  attention.  The 
Grovemor  was  a  man  evidently  superior  in 
mind  to  the  generality  of  Ottoman  soldiers;  and 
although  his  rank  and  situation  were  humble 
enough,  yet  these  had  been  attained  as  a  reward 
for  his  ability  in  the  field  of  battle.  We  entered 
into  conversation  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  especi- 
ally respecting  the  triumphal  entry  of  the  allies  in- 
to Paris,  and  he  asked  many  questions  respectiag 
the  Russian  force.  This  led  to  an  explanation  of 
the  mode  of  warfare  practised  by  the  Cossacks; 
when  I  presented  him  with  a  trifling  *  view  of 
one  of  them  on  horseback,  which  I  found  acd- 

*  <<  After  montlu  trayelling  in  the  empire,  I  had  been 
taught  the  local  value  of  this  sort  of  tri/kf  trifles  to  us, 
because  we  can  command  them  to  8uperabufidance.''^-Sir 
BoBBRT  Kbr  Porter,  *on  Kooshkat. 
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dentally  in  my  watch-case.  On  viewing  it,  the 
Governor  was  thrown  into  the  highest  joy  and 
delight,  never  having  seen  a  military  character 
of  this  description ;  and  after  handing  it  round 
to  the  soldiers,  and  muttering  a  kind  of  soliloquy^ 
he  appeared  wrapt  up  in  thought,  having  his  eye 
stedfastly  fixed  on  one  part  of  the  ground  as  he 
was  smoking  his  pipe.  When  the  soldiers  re- 
turned the  picture  to  him,  and  he,  in  a  moment, 
made  a  signal,  they  immediately  put  a  vessel  with 
water  on  the  fire,  and  when  it  became  hot,  the 
Governor  threw  into  it,  with  the  greatest  sang 
iroid,  smoking  his  pipe  at  the  time,  a  couple  of 
fowls,  alive,  which  they  brought  him,  and  these 
were  afterwards  speedily  plucked,  and  roasted  on 
the  ramrod  of  a  musket,  with  an  expedition  hardly 
to  be  equalled  during  a  campaign.  These,  I  was 
told,  were  in  return  for  the  present  made  to  him. 

Next  morning,  on  getting  up  at  sun-rise,  I 
had  a  more  perfect  view  of  this  deplorable  den, 
where  I  had  been  attacked  most  furiously  by 
vermin,  during  the  whole  night,  and  found 
about  every  part  of  my  dress.  At  departure, 
a  ludicrous  scene  occurred.  An  aged  female 
Arab,  who,  it  appeared,  had,  the  preceding  night, 
lost  a  hen,  (which  I  hoped  was  not  one  of  those 
sacrificed  on  my  account,)  attacked  the  castle,  in 
the  most  enraged  manner,  with  aU  her  powers  of 
speech.  On  this  occasion  a  terrible  uproar  ensued, 
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when  the  whole  village  turned  out  to  join  this 
,  virago.  Nothing  could  be  more  amusing  than 
this  circumstance^  and  in  beholding  the  Governor 
with  his  soldiers,  who  had  the  precaution  to  pull 
up  the  ladder  on  my  leaving  the  place,  arguing 
the  point,  in  a  body,  from  the  top  of  the  castle, 
with  an  enraged  crowd  and  their  venerable 
leader  below.  I  took  my  leave  hastily  from 
the  place,  afraid  that  if  I  remained  to  see  how 
the  matter  was  decided,  I  should  have  been  in- 
volved  in  the  confrision  it  created. 

This  village  is  supposed  to  be  the  Michmash 
alluded  to  in  Scripture.*  It  is  at  present  distin- 
guished by  the  name  of  Beer,  signifying  a  well, 
and  adopted,  most  likely,  from  a  delicious  spring 
of  water  flowing  through  it,  near  to  which  are 
the  ruins  of  a  church,  built  in  commemoration  of 
the  parents  lamenting  the  loss  of  our  Saviour, 
who  not  being  found  by  them  there,  was  after- 
wards discovered  in  the  Templet     It  was  to 

*  <<  The  Philistines  encampedin  Michmash.*' — 1  Sam.xiii.  16. 
-  <<  And  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines  went  out  to  the  pas- 
sage of  Michmash/'  —  1  Sam.  xiii.  23. 

f  <'  But  they,  supposing  him  to  have  been  in  the  company, 
went  a  day's  jpurney,  and  they  sought  him  among  their  kin»> 
folk  and  acquaintance. 

<<  And  when  they  found  him  not,  they  turned  back  again  to 
Jerusalem,  seeking  him. 

**  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  after  three  days,  they  found 
him  in  the  Temple,  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  doctors,  both 
bearing  and  asking  them  questions."  — -  Luke  ii.  44— -46. 

•*  I  went 
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this  place,  also^  Jotham  had  recourse,  in  order  to 
escape  the  fury  of  his  brother.* 

After  leaving  Beer,  the  roiul  for  some  time 
passed  over  a  chain  of  mountains,  where  I  over- 
took aprodigious  band  of  camelst  marching  in 
regukr  order,  heavily  laden,  accompanied  by 
numerous  keepers;  and  a  jingling  noise  was 
heard  a  considerable  distance,  in  consequence  of 
the  tinkling  of  bells  t,  each  having  one  attached 
to  the  neck.  Their  ears  not  being  insensible 
to  such  kind  of  sounds,  the  mode,  it  is  said,  is 
ad<^ted  to  cheer  them,  especially  when  &tigued 
with  a  long  journey. 

This  formidable  spectacle  brought  to  memoiy 
the  camels,  on  their  journey  of  old,  belonging  to 
the  IshmaeUtes  §,  charged  with  aromatic  sub- 


**  I  went  into  the  Temple,  there  to  hear 
The  teachen  of  our  law,  and  to  propose 
What  might  improve  my  knowledge,  or  their  own; 
And  was  admird  by  all."  Milton. 

*  <<  And  Jotham  ran  away,  and  fled,  and  went  to  Beer,  and 
dwelt  there,  for  fear  of  Abimelech,  his  brother." — Judges 
ix.  21. 

f  **  Then  Jacob  divided  the  flocks  and  herds,  and  the 
camds  into  itoo  bands/'  —  Grenesis  xxxiL  7. 

I  ''  In  that  day  shall  there  be  bells  upon  the  horses."-* 
Zach.  xiv.  2a 

§  <*  And  they  lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  looked,  and  belurfd 
a  company  of  IshmeeHies  came  from  Gilead  with  their  earnds^ 
bearing  spicery,  and  balm,  and  myrrh,  going  to  cairy  it 
down  to  Egypt."  ^-  Genesis  xxxvii.  25. 
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Stances,  on  their  way  to  Egypt,  and  that  strong 
allusion  which  had  been  made*  by  our  Lord,  as 
to  the  impossibility  of  that  man,  whose  heart  is 
entirely  engrossed  with  the  riches  of  this  world, 
to  the  neglect  of  his  eternal  interests,  inheriting 
everlasting  life. 

Here  I  must  be  permitted  to  suspend  the 
narrative  for  a  moment,  and  advert  once 
moret  to  these  noble  beasts  of  burden,  formed 
by  the  wisdom  of  God,  for  the  use  of  man.  t 
Camels  constitute  a  great  part  of  the  wealth  of 
an  Arab,  nay,  I  may  add,  are  his  whole  treasure, 
in  whose  eyes,  their  number  are  held  in  higher 
estimation  than  even  bags  of  money;  and,  as 
formerly  remarked,  these  were  calculated  part 
of  the  wealth  of  Job.  §  It  may  appear  extra- 
ordinary that  these  people,  by  whom  they  are 
considered  as  sacred  objects,  should  emphati- 
cally call  them  <*  their  ships."  ||  It  is  supposed 
that  the  patriarch,  in  speaking  of  his  time  upon 

*  ^^  It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  a  needUs  eye^ 
than  a  rich  man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  God." — Luke 
xviii,  25. 

f  See  page  63. 

%  **  And  God  made  the  beast  of  the  earth  after  his  kind. 
And  God  said.  Have  dominion  over  ewry  living  thing  that 
moveth  upon  the  earth."* —  Genesis  i.  25 — 28. 

§  ^<  TTiree  thousand  camels."^  Job  i.  3. 

II  **  What  enables  the  shepherd  to  perform  the  long  and 
circuitous  journey  across  AAica,  is  the  camel,  called  by  tlie 
Arabs,  the  ship  of  the  Desert."  —  Bruce's  Travels. 
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earth  hastening  like  *<  swift  ships*/'  may  have 
had  these  particular  animals  in  his  view. 

The  extreme  useftilness  of  camels,  and  their 
capability  of  transporting  enormous  piles  of  met* 
chandise  to  a  vast  distance,  especially  aloi)g  tbe 
most  dreary  deserts,  is  as  surprising  as  that  pa- 
tiencet,  which  is  exemplified  on  their  part,  under 
such  ponderous  weights.  They  may  be  consi- 
dered rather  gracefiil  in  form;  the  neck  ap« 
proaches  in  some  degree  to  the  front  part  of  a 
vessel  :t ;  the  eyes  are  keen,  and  they  proceed  at 
a  steady  pace ;  but  to  quicken  their  motions,  the 
whip  is  rarely,  if  at  any  time,  applied. .  It  is  a 
surprising  circumstance,  that  these  animals  are 
supposed  to  smell  water  at  the  distance  pertiaps 
of  a  mile ;  and  the  powers  they  exercise  in  sustain* 
ing  hunger,  thirst,  andincessanttoil,  under  ahum* 
ingsun,  is  also  striking;  andwithout  the  accommo- 
dation afibrdedby  them,  these  dreary  regions  never 
could  be  traversed  by  man.    Should  it,  however, 

*  <<  They  are  passed  away  like  as  the  stoift  ships,"*  —  Job 
ix.  26. 

*^  The  whole  caravan  being  now  assembled,  consists  of  a 
thousand  horses,  mules,  and  asses,  and  five  hundred  camds. 
These  are  the  ships  of  Arabia,  their  seas  the  desert." — 
Sandy's  Travels. 

t  "  — — — ^  Patient  of  thirst  and  toil^ 

San  of  the  Desert.''  Thomson. 

t  **  Long  is  her  neck^  and  when  she  raises  it  with  celerity^ 
it  resembles  the  stem  of  a  shipy  floating  aloft  on  the  billo^ 
Tigris."  —  Sir  William  Jones. 
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occur,  that  his  camels  are  cut  off  by  accident,  in 
the  course  of  these  joumies,  the  loss  is  altogether 
irreparable  to  the  traveller,  and  must  inevitably  be 
fblloived  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  life.    A  canal 
or  reservoir,  to  contain  water,  and  equal  to  a  fifth 
part  of  the  stomach,  belongs  peculiarly  to  this 
animal,  with  which  the  food  never  interferes.  Not- 
withstanding they  may  in  general  be  held  as  sub- 
missive and  inoffensive,  yet  I  perceived  it  was 
always  found  necessary  to  keep  the  jaw  firmly 
muzzled  by  a  rope,  to  prevent  an  attack  fix>m 
their  teeth.    During  the  period  of  halting  at  any 
place  to  rest,  they  are  made  to  kneel  down*,  by 
being  gently  touched  on  the  fore  legs ;  and  two 
of  the  legs  are  frequently  tied,  to  prevent  them 
from  rising  and  straying  from  their  keepers.  It  is 
in  this  position  they  are  loaded,  imloaded,  and  also 
mounted.    The  weight  of  their  burden  is  at  once 
ascertained,  when  a  particular  groan  is  uttered ; 
and  sometimes  happens  that,  on  finding  them- 
selves painfully  loaded,  they  refuse  to  move  a  step 
until  the  biurden  is  lightened.     Although,  as  I 
formerly  observed,  the  walk  may  be  at  the  rate  of 
two  miles  an  hour,  yet,  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
casions, they  are  known  to  travel  to  a  very  great 
distance  in  the  course  of  a  single  day.    The  she- 
camel  continually  gives  milk,  which,  it  is  singu- 
lar is  not  interrupted  at  the  period  when  with 

*  <<  And  he  made  his  camels  to  Imeel  down  without  the 
city."  —  Genesis  xxiv.  11. 
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young;  and  we  leam  that  no  inconsiderable  value 
was  attached  to  this  species,  in  the  earliest  age, 
when  they  were  added  to  the  gifts  of  Jacobs* 
The  manure  of  camels  often  supplies  the  defr 
dency  of  fuel  in  the  deserts,  as  it  kindles  quickly, 
and  affi>rds  heat ;  and  their  soft  hair,  as  it  drops 
off  periodically,  is  manufactured  into  articles  of 
clothing,  and  applied  to  purposes  connected  with 
the  tents  of  their  owners. 

In  resuming  the  narrative,  I  would  observe 
that  I  afterwards  descended  into  a  very  de^ 
and  narrow  valley  of  considerable  length,  over- 
looked by  stupendous  hills.  Until  lately,  it 
was  deemed  almost  impossible  to  pass  this 
tract  without  encountering  bands  of  robbers, 
and  even  at  the  time  I  was  not  altogether  with- 
out alamr.  I  halted  at  a  most  retired  spot  called 
Bethel  t,  near  ruins,  where  there  is  a  fine  spring 
of  water,  and  partook  of  it,  with  the  poultiy 
which  had  been  so  kindly  given  -by  the  com- 
mander at  Beer.  It  was  here,  we  are  told,  that 
Jacob  took  up  his  residence,  and  beheld  the 
vision  of  God  t ;  and  the  ruins  I  suppose  to  have 

*  "  And  he  lodged  tliere  that  same  night,  and  took  of 
diat  which  came  to  his  hand,  ^present  for  Esau  his  brother, 

**  Thirty  milch  cameUf  with  their  colts.**  —  Gen.  xzziL  15* 

t  <<  And  he  called  the  name  of  that  place  BethdJ"  — 
Gen.  xxviii.  19. 

X  *^  And  Jacob  lighted  upon  a  certam  place,  and  tarried 
there  all  night,  because  the  sun  was  set,  and  he  took  of  the 
stones  of  that  place  and  put  them  for  his  pillows,  and  lay 
down  in  that  place  to  sleep. 
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been  those  of  a  monastery  which  had^  in  all  pro* 
bability,  been  founded  in  the  view  of  marking  this 
sanctified  spot  After  carefidly  examining  all 
the  fire-armS|  being  almost  confident  of  coming 
in  contact  with  plunderers,  I  left  the  valley, 
ascended  the  mountains,  and  thence  followed 
a  line  of  road  which  led  toward  a  cultivated 
plain,  where  I  was  pleased  with  the  prospect 
of  several  ploughs  in  active  exercise*  The 
sides  of  the  mountains  bear  ample  testimony 
to  the  industry  of  tha  peasantry  in  this  direction, 
being  formed  into  numerous  small  terraces,  sup- 
ported or  fenced  with  stones,  similar  to  steps, 
where  the  land  was  too  steep  to  be  come  at  by 
the  plough.  On  one  of  the  mountains,  over- 
looking this  pleasant  scene  of  cultivation,  stands 
the  village  of  Lebonah*  *  After  a  fatiguing  day'a 
journey,  I  arrived  at  the  Valley  of  Sichem  or 
Shechem  *,  about  three  miles  in  length,  and  two  in 
breadth,  watered  by  a  rivulet  which  greatly  con- 
tributes to  its  beauty  and  fertility,  a  place,  per- 
haps, equally  if  not  more  interesting  with  any 

**  And  he  dreamed,  and  behold  a  ladder  set  up  on  the 
earthy  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven;  and  behold  the 
angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending  on  it."— •Genesis 
xxviii.  11, 12. 

•  <<  Then  they  said.  Behold  there  is  a  feast  of  the  Lord  in 
Shiloh  yearly,  in  a  place  which  is  on  the  north  side  of  Be* 
thel,  on  the  east  side  of  the  highway  that  goeth  upjrom 
Bethdto  Sechenty  and  on  the  south  of  ZefonoA/'— Judges 
xxi.  19* 

t  "  I  will  divide  Shechem."— Psalm  cviii.  7. 
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in  the  Holy  Land^  from  the  various  events 
which  had  occurred  in  so  narrow  a  compass 
as  rdated  in  the  Gospel*  The  first  object 
which  particularly  attracts  attention  at  enter- 
ing this  beautiful  vale,  is  a  well  *,  which  has 
all  along  been  held  in  high  veneration,  not 
only  from  the  consideration  of  its  ancient  pos- 
sessor, but  that  remarkable  ioterview  held 
between  our  Lord  with  a  woman  of  Sama^ 
ria,  on  the  "  Living  Water,"  at  this  exact  spot, 
where  he  made  himself  known,  and  told  her 
^  all  things  that  ever  she  did."  t  This  appeacs 
to  be  so  accurately  pointed  out  in  the  in- 
spired volume,  that  I  should  think  the  slight- 
est doubt  could  not  possibly  be  entertained, 
for  one  moment,  of  its  identity.  It  is  at  the 
edge  of  the  road  to  the  right  hand,  from  which 
a  pure  stream  t,  of  four  feet  in  breadth,  flows, 
and  situated  about  a  mile  from  Samaria,  or  Napo- 
lose,  as  it  is  now  called.  This  may  be  consi- 
dered  by  the.  reader  as  an  inconvenient  dis- 

*  "  Now  Jacob's  tioell  tocu  there.''  —  John  iv,  6. 

f  <<  How  18  it  tliat  thou  being  a  Jew  askest  drink  of  nie» 
which  am  a  woman  of  Samaria,  for  the  Jews  have  no  deal- 
ings with  the  Samaritans? 

<<  Jesus  answered  and  said.  If  thou  knewest  the  gift  of 
God,  and  who  it  is  that  saith  to  thee,  Give  me  to  drink,  thou 
wouldest  have  asked  of  him,  and  he  would  have  given  thee, 
living  water,"  &c.  —  John  iv.  10.  IS. 

%  Vi^ater  arising  from  running  springs  is,  in  figurative 
language,  denominated  living  water  in  contradistinction  to 
that  of  lakes,  which  may  be  held  as  dead  or  silent. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


JA<:OB^S    WELL.  305 

tan^e  for  the  inhabitants  to  have  gone  to  draw 
Water,  but  those  ruins  which  are  to  be  seen 
almost  contiguous  to  the  well  render  it  highly 
probable,  that  in  the  time  of  Christ  the  ancient 
capital  might  have  been  of  greater  extent,  and 
stretched  as  far  as  this  well.  After  tasting  of 
this  stream,  reading,  from  the  fountain  of  truth, 
an  account  given  of  the  remarkable  event  that 
occurred  on  the  spot,  cheurmed  with  the  scenery 
around,  ancj  recollecting  that  here  was  the 
ground  presented  by  Jacob  to  his  son  Joseph  *, 
I  proceeded.  To  the  left  hand,  and  at  a  very 
short  distance,  I  passed  a  small  building  in  a 
recess  between  two  mountains,  situated  on 
the  piece  of  ground  t,  called  the  Tomb  of 
Joseph,  where  his  bones  had  been  depositedt. 
After  an  exhausting  journey  I  entered  Sama^ 
ria,  which  is  enveloped  in  trees,  and  beauti^ 
ftdly  situated  between  the  mountains  of  Gerizim 

*  <<  And  Jacob  came  to  Shalem,  a  city  of  Shechem,  which 
is  in  the  land  of  Canaan. 

<<  And  he  bought  a  parcel  of  a  field  where  he  had  spread 
his  tent. 

<*  And  he  erected  there  an  altar,  and  called  it  £l-elohe- 
Israel." —  Genesis  xxxiii.  18. 20. 

f  «  Then  cometh  (Jesus)  to  a  city  of  Samaria,  which  is 
called  Sychar,  near  to  the  parcel  of  ground  that  Jacob  gave 
to  his  son  Joseph."  —  John  iv.  5. 

t  "  And  the  bones  of  Joseph,  which  the  children  of  Israel 
brought  up  out  of  Egypt,  buried  they  in  Shechem,  in  a  par  ; 
4cel  of  ground  which  Jacob  bought,  &c. 

««  And  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Aaron  died,  and  they  buried 
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and  Ebal*,  where  the  Almighty  had  so  specially 
commanded  the  benedictions  and  maledictions 
to  be  offered  up,  as  so  critically  pointed  out  in 
the  volume  of  inspiration;  and  that  portion  of  it, 
on  entering  thie  place,  brought  to  mind  the 
history,  where  we  are  told  that  Jesus,  in 
passing  through  this  city,  was  met  by  many 
helpless  objects,  who,  by  a  miracle  exercised  by 
him,  had  been  cured  of  the  malady  under  which 
they  laboured  t. 


him  in  a  hill  that  pertained  to  Fhinehas,  his  son,  which  ^ 
given  him  in  Mount  Ephraim.**— Joshua  xxiv.  S%33. 

**  And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things^  Joshua  the  son 
of  Nun,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  died,  being  an  hundred  and 
ten  years  old.  And  they  buried  him  in  the  border  of  hia 
inheritance,  in  Timnath-serah,  which  is  in  Mount  Ephraim, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  hill  of  Gaash.  —  Joshua  xxiv.  SO. 

*  *^  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  when  the  Lord  thy  God  hath 
brought  thee  in  unto  the  land  whither  thou  goest  to  possess 
it,  that  thou  shalt  put  the  blessing  on  Mount  Germm^  and 
the  curse  upon  Mount  Ebal.'" — Deut.  xi.  29. 

<^  And  Moses  charged  the  people,  8a3ring,  These  shall 
stand  upon  Mount  Gerisdm  to  bless  the  people,  when  ye  are 
come  over  Jordan ;  Simeon,  and  Levi,  and  Judah,  and  Issa- 
char,  and  Joseph,  and  Benjamin. 

«  And  these  shall  stand  upon  Mount  Ebal  to  curse;  Reu- 
ben, Gad,  and  Asher,  and  Zebulun,  Dan,  and  Naphtali.**— » 
Joshua  xxviL  12,  13. 

f  <<  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  went  to  Jerusalem,  that  he 
passed  through  the  midst  of  Samaria  and  Galilee. 

**  And  as  he  entered  into  a  certain  village  there  met  him 
ten  men  that  were  lepers,  which  stood  afiur  o£ 

"  And  when  he  saw  them,  he  said  unto  them,  Go,  shew 
yourselves  unto  the  Priests.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  tbey 
went,  thei^  tiDere  deansedy"  &c.— Luke  xvii.  IL  14k 
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CHAP.  XX. 

INSULT  OTFIRED  TO  THE  AUTHOR  BY  THB  GOVBRNOR  OV 
SAMARIA.  —  WRETCHED  ACCOMMODATION.— DEPARTURB. 

ARRIVAL  AT  JENIKI. APPREHENSIONS  OF  ATTACK 

FROM  ARABS.  —  ROBBERY  OF  FRIARS. —  FURTHER  ESCORT 
FOUND  NECESSARY  ON  JOURNEY.  -—  PLAIN  OF  ESDRAELOK. 
—  MOUNT  TABOR.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  NAZARETH.— MEETING 
WITH  THE  GRAND  SUPERIOR  FROM  JERUSALEM.  —  HIS 
NARRATIVE  RESPECTING  BRUTAL  CONDUCT  OF  GOVERNOR 
TO  FRIARS  PASSING  THROUGH  SAMARIA.  —  REPRESENTA- 
TION BY  THE  AUTHOR  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  JERUSALEM  BY 
LETTER. —  RETURN  OF  ESCORT  TO  THE  CITY. 

Although  in  the  Oriental  costume,  which  it  wsui 
conceived  would  effect  a  sufficient  disguise  on 
entering  Napolose,  yet  I  was  at  once  recognized 
as  a  Christian,  and  received  various  marks  of  in<^ 
suit,  such  as  being  spit  upon,  and  hooted  by  se- 
veral of  the  inhabitants*,  and  knowing  that  re- 
sistance was  vain,  I  endured  this  indignity  with 
all  possible  patience.  I  rode  to  the  residence 
of  the  governor,  to  deliver  the  letter  I  had  been 
favoured  with,  from  the  governor  of  Jerusalem, 
under  a  persuasion  it  might  ensure  attenticm, 

*  **1  hid  not  my  face  from  shame  and  tpitting!* — Isaiah  1.  S. 

«  Then  did  they  sjpk  in  hisjace"  -^  MAt.  xxvi.  67. 

<<  For  be  shall  be  mocked,  and  spitefully  entreated,  and. 
^pitted  on"  —  Luke  xviik  32. 

<<  When  a  rebel  prisoner  was  brought  before  Nadir  Shah's 
general,  the  soldiers  were  ordered  to  spit  in  his  faUy  an  in« 
dignity  of  great  antiquity  in  the  East"^  Hanwat's  Travels. 
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but  especially  a  recommendation  to  some  proper 
lodging,  that  I  might  be  under  his  imme- 
diate protection ;  but  I  was  miserably  disap- 
pointed in  these  calculations.  The  letter  Was 
given  to  one  of  the  soldiers  on  guard,  received 
with  great  hauteur  j  and  he  went  to  the  go- 
vernor to  present  it,  when  I  was  permitted  to 
walk  about  until  he  found  it  convenient  to  re- 
turn.  After  being  detained  nearly  an  hour, 
the  governor  with  attendants  came  out  of  his 
house  with  a  quick  step,  his  dress  flying  loose, 
and  swinging  the  letter  in  his  hand  to  and  fro, 
with  a  countenance  expressive  of  anger,  blended 
with  contempt.  On  this  occasion,  he  addressed 
my  servant,  demanding  to  know  who  I  was, 
and  on  being  informed  a  Briton,  travelling  for 
pleasure,  he  looked  at  me  with  a  frown  of  the 
greatest  possible  disdain,  and  throwing  the  letter 
on  the  ground,  said  to  him,  "  Why  does  the  gover- 
nor of  Jerusalem  trouble  me  with  letters,  when  he 
knows  that  I  hate  Christians  ?  Away  with  you." 
On  being  thus  ordered  peremptorily  to  depart, 
he  returned  to  the  house,  when  the  door  was  in- 
stantiy  shut  by  his  attendants.  It  was  impossible 
to  conceive  not  only  the  surprise,  but  disap- 
pointment that  such  conduct  created,  since  I 
was  not  aware  it  was  warranted  by  any  improper 
act  on  my  part,  and  so  much  at  variance  with 
that  civUity  and  politeness  which  I  had  received 
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from  the  ruler  of  Jerusalem*  The  soldiers  who 
formed  an  escort,  and  accompanied  me  from 
thence,  were  fortunately  present,  and  appeared  to 
feel  keenly  the  disrespect  which  had  been  shown 
to  the  letter  of  their  master,  by  expressing  their 
marked  indignation.  This  circumstance  occa^ 
sioned  some  degree  of  uneasiness,  as  night 
was  coming  on;  the  servants,  soldiers,  mules,  and 
baggage,  were  in  waiting  at  the  gate,  and  I 
knew  not  where  to  find  a  comer  to  repose  in  for 
the  night,  having  so  fully  relied  on  accom- 
modation being  pointed  out  by  the  governor. 
This  insult  I  was  resolved  should  not  pass  unno- 
ticed, it  being  a  possible  case  that  some  of  my 
countrymen,  who  should  afterwards  pass  in  this 
direction,  might  be  exposed  to  similar  treatment 
from  such  a  barbarian.* 

I  remounted  my  mule,  and  after  wander- 
ing about  the  streets,  scrambled  into  a  stye  for 
the  reception  of  cattle,  of  the  most  wretched 
description  imaginable,  where,  with  my  atten- 
dants, I  was  obliged  to  lay  my  bed  on  straw, 
wet  from  their  urine.  Having  lighted  my  lamp 
and  received  refreshments,  it  was  resolved 
to   halt  here   during  the  following  day,  being 

*  "  The  Turks  having  conquered  Syria,  pilgrims  are  ex- 
posed to  outrages  of  every  kind^  from  these  fierce  Barba- 
rians.'* —  Robertson's  Charles  V. 
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Sunday  *,  however  uncomfortable  our  situation^ 
and  the  mules  having  been  so  much  fatigued 
by  the  journey.  From  what  had  been  discovered 
of  the  temper  of  this  despot,  I  was  appre- 
hensive he  might  molest  me  further,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, exercise  vengeance,  by  causing  some 
of  his  soldiers  to  way-lay  and  plunder  me  in  a 
jotuney  through  the  mountains,  an  opinion  which 
my  servant  had  founded  on  instances  he  person- 
ally knew  to  have  occurred  in  almost  similar  cir- 
cumstances, in  other  parts  of  the  Holy  Land 
On  the  following  day  an  oflScer  of  the  governor's 
guards  called  on  one  of  my  escort,  expressed  con- 
cern at  what  had  happened,  and  invited  him  to 
his  quarters.  This,  however,  was  rgected  with 
scorn,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  letter  had 
been  received. 

The  city  of  Napolose  or  Samaria,  which 
must  have  been  of  considerable  impOTtance^ 
has  claim  to  high  antiquity.  In  the  &st  place, 
we  are  told  that  the  sons  of  Jacob,  had  launder- 
ed it,  and  slew  the  inhabitants,  in  revenge 
for  a  violation  of  the  chastity  of  their  sister 
Dinah  t.  A  second  attack  was  made  by 
Abimdech,  and  the  cily  demolished;  he 
"sowed  it  with  salt^t,   and  it  afterwards  ap- 

*  *<  And  on  the  seventh  day  thou  sbalt  rest,  that  thine  ox  and 
asB  inay  rest." —  Exodus  xxiii.  12. 

t  Genesis  xxxiv.  J  Judges  ix.  45» 
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pears  to  have  been  rebuilt  by  Jeroboam*  Again  it 
was  ruined  by  the, kings  of  Damascus,  and  fur- 
ther, during  the  siege  of  Alexander  the  Greats 
considered  the  metropolis  of  Samaria,  and  the  in- 
habitants denominated  Samaritans,  in  the  view  of 
holding  them  out  as  a  people  separate  from  other 
Jews,  with  whom  they  were  at  variance  in  their 
religious  tenets,  from  professing  to  be  more  strict 
observers  of  the  law  of  Moses^  a  distinction,,  in- 
deed, which  appears  to  be  most  strongly  pointed  at 
by  the  observation  made  by  the  Samaritan  female 
to  the  author  of  our  faith  at  that  ever  memorable 
conference  to  which  I  formerly  alluded**  The  city 
also  appears  to  have  been  among  the  first  of  those 
whichhad  been  converted  to  the  faith,  through  the 
preaching  of  Philip  t}  and  is  marked  out,  among 

*  **  For  the  Jens  have  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans.**  •— 
John  iv.  9. 

f  <<  Then  Philip  went  down  to  the  city  of  Samaria^  and 
preached  Christ  unto  them. 

«  And  there  was  great  joy  in  that  city. 

*^  But  there  was  a  certain  man,  called  Simon,  which  before- 
time,  in  the  same  city,  used  sorcery,  and  bewitched  the  peo- 
ple of  Samaria ;  giving  out,  that  himself  was  some  great  one : 

<<  To  whom  they  all  gave  heed,  from  the  least  to  the 
greatest,  saying,  Tliis  man  is  the  great  power  of  God. 

'<  But  when  they  believed  Philip,  preaching  the  things 
concerning  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  they  were  baptized,  both  men  and  women. 

<<  Then  Simon  himself  believed  also;  and  when  he  was  bap- 
tized, he  continued  with  PhiUp,  and  wondered,  beholding 
the  miracles  and  signswhichwere  done."— -Acts  viii.  5.8— IS. 
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Others,  under  the  antient  name  of  Schechem,  or 
Shecem,  as  a  place  of  refuge*,  where  an  acci- 
dent occurred  to  Ahaziah,  as  recorded  in  the 
sacred  volume,  t  It  stands  in  a  beautiful  situation, 
at  the  foot  of  Mount  Gerizim,  the  soil  is  fer- 
tile, and  the  gardens  abound  with  orange,  citron, 
and  olive  trees.  The  population  is  nearly  7OOO 
souls.  The  breadth  of  the  streets  is  dispropor- 
tionate to  their  length,  and  so  excessively  narrow, 
that  a  couple  of  horses  can  hardly  pass  each  other 
in  the  centre ;  it  may  be  almost  described  as 
a  gutter,  or  receptacle  for  water  and  filth,  the 
side-paths  of  which  are  raised.  The  principal 
shops,  under  a  long  archway,  resemble  those  at 
Grand  Caira  The  house  of  the  governor  is  on 
an  elevated  part  of  the  town,  flat  in  the  roof,  with 
a  square  in  front. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  under  a  serene  and 
^orious  sky,  when  everything  was  tranquil,  I  walk- 
ed down  this  charming  valley  t,  admiring  the  works 

•  **  For  they  gave  them  Schechem,  with  hw  saburfos  in 
Mount  Ephrainiy  to  be  a  city  of  refuge  for  the  slayer.** » 
Joflh.  xxi.  21. 

f  <<  And  Ahaziah  fell  down  through  a  lattice  in  his  upper 
diamber>  that  was  in  Samaria^  and  was  sick :  and  he  sent 
measengerty  and  said  unto  them,  (jo»  enquire  .of  Baalzdbub, 
the  god  of  Ekron,  whether  I  shall  recover  of  this  disease."—* 
2King8L2: 

t  It  has  been  well  observed,  <<  There  is  nothing  in  the  Holy 
Land  finer  than  the  view  of  this  city  from  ^  the  surroonding- 
heights.  As  the  traveller  descends  towards  it  from  the  hill^ 
it  appears  luxuriantly  embosomed  in  the  most  delightful  and 
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of  God*,  recollecting  that  the  flocks  of  old  had 
pastured  here  t,  and  contemplating  all  those  won* 
derful  events  which  had  occurred.  I  once  more 
visited  the  sacred  well,  and  drank  of  its  pure 
stream,  ofiering  up  an  ejaculation,  that  every  sin- 
ner  might  receive  the  benefit  of  that  water,  which 
might  prove  in  him,  "  a  well  of  water,  springing 
up  into  everlasting  life/* 

On  Monday  morning  I  quitted  a  deplorable 
abode,  and  left  Napolose,  crossing  the  brow  of 
Mount  £bal,  and  passed  through  the  mountains. 
The  fortress  of  Santori,  on  an  eminence  in  a  valley 
on  the  left  hand,  came  into  view,  which  is  so  well 
calculated  to  defend  the  passes  in  that  quarter. 
At  reaching  the  end  of  it,  I  found  a  considerable 
part  underwater,  though  not  so  deep  as  to  prevent 
the  mules  from  fording  across  it.  At  sun-set  I 
arrived  at  the  small  village  of  Jenini,  which,  from 

fragrant  bowers,  half  concealed  by  rich  gardens,  and  by 
stately  trees,  collected  into  groves,  all  around  the  bold  and 
beautiful  valley  in  which  it  stands.  The  traveller,  directing 
his  footsteps  towards  its  antient  sepulchres,  as  everlasting 
as  the  rocks  in  which  they  are  hewn,  is  permitted,  upon  the 
authority  of  aacred  and  indisputable  record,  to  contemplate 
the  spot  where  the  remains  of  Joseph,  of  Eleazar,  and  of 
Joshua,  were  severally  deposited."  —  Clark's  Travels. 

*  «< .___«_  All  things  speak  a  God ; 

Take  God  from  nature,  nothing  great  is  lefl."  Young. 

The  God  of  Nature  has  written  his  existence  on  all  his 
works.  —  Gibbon. 

f  ^'  And  Israel  said  unto  Joseph,  Do  not  thy  brethrep 
feed  the  flock  in  Shecem."  —  Genesis  xxxvii.  13. 
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its  local  situatioiit  may  be  supposed  to  be  between 
Galilee  and  Samaria,  where  I  also  delivered 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  commander,  from 
the  governor  of  Jerusalem.  He  conducted  me 
to  an  empty  apartment,  built  of  stone,  resembling 
a  large  kitchen,  where  I  was  supplied  with 
bundles  of  sticks,  to  kindle  a  fire.  This  man,  who 
was  polite,  suggested  the  propriety,  in  conse- 
quence of  theconductof  manysurroundingunnily 
Arabs,  of  the  doors  and  windows  being  effectually 
secured,  to  prevent  their  breaking  in,  and  commit- 
ting plunder,  and  in  addition  to  the  escort  which 
had  accompanied  me,  as  a  further  security, 
offered  some  of  his  servants  to  sleep  in  the 
apartment  The  sticks  were  lighted,  and  each 
having  drawn  his  naked  sword*,  it  was  laid 
upon  the  floor,  with  the  fire-arms,  when  we 
arranged  our  beds,  took  refreshments,  and 
entered  into  conversation  with  the  governor,  who, 
in  the  course  of  it,  alluded  to  the  siege  of  Acre, 
and  enquired  for  "  Captain  Smethet,**  whom  he 
had  not  known  till  I  informed  had  been  created 
admiral  in  the  British  Navy.  He  mentioned  one 
extraordinary  circumstance,  namely,  that  several 
Frenchmen,  who,  it  will  be  observed,  have  been 
particularly  obnoxious  in  that  part  of  the  country 
since  the  memorable  attack  of  Acre,  had  assum- 

•  «  Every  man  hath  his  sword  upon  his  thigh,  because  of 
Jear  in  the  nights —  Song  of  Solomon  iii.  8. 
f  Alluding  to  Sir  Sidney  Smith. 
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ed  the  name  of  Englishmen,  to  afford  passports, 
and  greater  £icili1y  in  travelling.  Aiter  taking 
the  hint  of  the  commander,  by  firmly  securing 
the  windows  and  doors  with  ropes,  blockading 
them  with  logs  of  wood,  and  putting  our  fire-ajrms 
in  the  best  state  to  resist  any  attack,  I  lay  down 
to  repose  for  the  night,  but  under  terror  that  our 
peace  might  be  invaded  by  the  Arabs. 

On  getting  up  early  next  morning  the  com- 
mander represented  the  dangerous  tract  I  should 
have  to  pass  across  the  plain  of  Esdraelon, 
where,  a  few  days  previous,  two  priests  had  been 
stripped  of  every  thing,  to  the  shirts  on  their 
backs ;  he  therefore  suggested  that  an  additional 
military  escort  should  be  taken  from  this  village, 
and  which  he  provided  accordingly. 

I  departed  from  Jenini  about  eight  o'clock,  in 
the  morning,  crossing  a  plain  which  led  to  another 
village,  on  an  elevation,  and  from  thence  descend- 
ed into  the  celebrated  plain  of  Esdraelon,  where 
at  one  time  there  was  unfolded,  a  noble  view  of  its 
whole  extent.     I  journeyed  along  the  field,  which 
appears  a  vast  soUtude,  the  whole  of  it  has  not 
been  brought  into  a  state   of  cultivation,  and 
not  a  tree  is  to  be  discovered.     From  those  parts, 
however,  which  have  been  ploughed  up,  the 
soil  afforded  proofs  of  its  fertility.     Cotton  is 
raised,  and  one  fifth  part  is  exacted  as  tribute, 
by  the  pacha  of  Acre.      It  is  impossible  for 
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language  to  describe  the  grandeur  of  this 
immense  plain,  where,  at  the  right  hand,  stands, 
in  great  majesty,  Mount  Tabor,  surrounded 
by,  yet  still  separate  from,  mountains*,  and 
one  of  these  Mount  Hermon. 

This  great  extent  of  ground  was  antiently  called 
the  "  Valley  of  Jezreel,"  sometimesitis  named  the 
*<TreatPlain,"  at  others  the  "Field  of  Esdraelon," 
and  often  the  "  Galilean  Plain,**  which  in  all  ages 
appears  to  have  been  selected  as  a  theatre  for  local 
war.     In  particular  the  sacred  historian  points 
out  that  it  was  on  this  spot  the  hosts  of  Sisera  fell 
upon  the  edge  of  the  sword  before  Barak,  who 
came  down  upon  them  like  a  torrent  from  Mount 
Tabor,  with  an  overwhelming  army  t,  and  where 
the  memorable  contest  had  taken  place  between 
the  kings  of  Judah  and  Egypt  t,  which  occasioned 

*  "  As  I  live,  saith  the  king,  whose  name  is  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  Surely  as  Tabor  is  among  the  mountains,**  &c.  -*  Jere- 
miah xlvi.  18. 

f  "  And  Sisera  gathered  together  all  his  chariots,  even 
nine  hundred  chariots  of  iron,  and  all  the  people  that  were  with 
him,  from  Harosheth  of  the  Gentiles  unto  the  river  Kishan. 
<<  And  Deborah  said  unto  Barak,  Up  ;  for  this  is  the  day 
in  which  the  Lord  hath  delivered  Sisera  into  thine  hand :  is 
not  the  Lord  gone  out  before  thee  ?  So  Barak  went  down 
from  Mount  Tabor,  and  ten  thousand  men  after  him. 

**  And  the  Lord  discomfited  Sisera,  and  all  his  chariots, 
and  all  his  host,  with  the  edge  of  the  sword  before  Barak." 
—  Judges  iv.  13, 14, 15. 

t  "  In  his  days  Pharaoh-nechoh,  king  of  Egypt,  went  up 
against  the  king  of  Assyria  to  the  river  Euphrates :  and  king 
Josiah^went  against  him ;  and  he  slew  him  at  Megiddo,  when 
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such  distinguished  scenes  of  national  mourns 
ing.* 

The  last  dreadful  conflict  here,  according  to  my 
information,  took  place  between  Buonaparte,  un- 
der Murat,  in  the  spring  of  1799,  with  a  force  of 
five  hundred  men,  and  an  army  of  several  thou- 
sand Turks  and  Mamelucks,  after  which  he  en- 
tered Nazareth,  which  was  occupied,  in  conse- 
quence, about  a  couple  of  months.    In  the  course 
of  many  travels  in  Europe,  I  have  walked  over 
Waterloo,  Leipsic,  Racknitz,  Botzun,  and  other 
distinguished  ground,  where  sanguinary  acts  of 
warfare  had  taken  place  j  but  I  am  persuaded  the 
great  plain  of  Esdraelon  exceeds  these  in  point  of 
extent,  and,  of  all  others,  is  the  most  advantageous 
for  action,  especially  between  an  inferior  force  of 
disciplined  troops  and  numerous  army  of  rabble. 

he  had  seen  him.  And  his  servants  carried  him  in  a  chariot 
dead  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried  him  in  his  own  sepulchre.*'  — 
2  Kings  xxiii.  29. 

*  "  And  the  archers  shot  at  king  Josiah ;  and  the  king  said 
to  his  servants,  Have  me  away,  for  I  am  sore  wounded. 

"  His  servants  therefore  took  him  out  of  that  chariot,  and 
put  him  in  the  second  chariot  that  he  had;  and  they  brought 
him  to  Jerusalem,  and  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the 
sepulchres  of  his  fathers :  and  all  Judah  and  Jerusalem  mourn- 
ed for  Josiah. 

^*  And  Jeremiah  lamented  for  Josiah;  and  all  the  singing 
men  and  women  spake  of  Josiah  in  their  lamentations  to  this 
day,  and  made  them  an  ordinance  in  Israel :  and,  behold, 
they  are  written  in  the  Lamentations.''  —  2  Chron.  xxxv. 
23,  24,  25. 
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Having  made  a  short  halt  for  refreshment, 
and  although  little  more  than  two  o'clock, 
I  was  recommended  by  an  aged  Arab  to  hasten 
a  departure,  and  cross  the  Na^areen  mountains 
before  night-fall,  as  robbers  posted  themtelves 
in  their  recesses  to  plunder  travellers.  I 
proceeded  with  aU  possible  expedition,  and  in 
ascending  a  steep  mountain,  observed  several 
shepherds,  who  had  taken  up  their  abode  in  the 
cliffi  and  •<  grottos"  ♦  of  the  rock.  I  reached 
its  summit,  and  prosecuting  the  route  by  a 
narrow  passage,  became  alarmed  for  personal 
safety.  In  a  short  time,  however,  Nazareth,  the 
capital  of  Galilee,  came  into  view,  finely  situated 
on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  lo<4dng  down  on  a  long 
valley  direct  in  front,  and  inclosed  by  lofty 
hills.  On  arriving  at  the  Latin  Convent,  I 
was  introduced  to  the  "  Grand  Superior,*'  as  he 
is  called,  of  all  the  convents,  who  happened  to 
have  arrived  from  Jerusalem,  on  a  visit  to 
the  brethren.  The  patent  letter  I  brouglit 
fit>m  Rome  was  again  pressed  into  service^ 
to  which  the  highest  possible  respect  was 
paid;  and,  in  fact,  commanded  every  thing 
I  could  desire.  This  Monk,  a  native  of 
Malta,  was  possessed  of  extensive  informa- 
tion, a  cultivated  understanding,  and  had 
more  the  mimners  and  address   of  an  accom^ 

♦  See  pages  177  and  217. 
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pdished  gentleman,  than  any  in  that  charac- 
ter I  formerly  met  with.  Coffee  and  Uqueurs 
were  handed  as  usual,  and  congratulations  offered 
on  my  safe  arrival.  In  the  course  of  convers- 
ation I  adverted  to  the  treatment  experience 
ed  from  the  governor,  when  he  told  me  that 
his  brethren  had  been  uniformly  objects  of 
the  hatred  and  revenge  of  this  rebel  of  the 
mountains,  as  he  was  denominated;  and 
now  found  it  impracticable  to  travel  from 
NazarelJi  to  Jerusalem,  by  way  of  Samaria,  in 
consequence  of  his  outrageous  acts.  He  added, 
that  twelve  of  them,  in  passing  through  that  place 
some  time  previous,  had  been  laid  hold  o^  and 
cruelly  beaten  with  sticks,  two  of  whom  died  of 
their  wounds !  *  This  event,  in  consequence, 
obliged  all  the  brethren,  who  had  formerly  taken 
the  rout,  to  proceed  on  a  circuitous  one  in 
the  direction  of  Joppa  and  Ramah,  by  which 
he  intended  to  proceed  in  a  few  days. 

These  wicked  acts  against  the  Christians  kindled 
my  warmth  and  indignation  to  the  highest  pitch; 
and  on  intimating  to  the  Superior  a  firm  reso- 
lution to  represent  the  insult  received^  to  that 
particular  power  whom  the  governor  most 
dreaded^  in  the  view  of  receiving  proper  satisfac- 
tion, and  that  the  violence  exercised  towards  his 
brethren  should  make  a  strong  part  of  such  corn- 


Done  in  spite 


The  great  Creator,  but  their  spite  still  serves 
His  Glory  to  augment.*^  Miltok. 
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plaint,  tlie  venerable  Superior  appeared  to  be  ab- 
solutely overcome  with  joy,  and  after  lifting  up  his 
eyes,  with  clasped  hands,  and  uttering  a  private 
ejaculation,  exclaimed,  that,  should  this  be  ac^ 
complished,  the  most  essential  service  would  be 
rendered  to  the  Christians  in  the  Holy  Land,  and 
increase  their  obligations  to  the  British  .nation. 

I  afterwards  sat  down,  and  committed  to  writ- 
ing, for  the  information  of  the  governor  of  Jeru- 
salem, all  particulars  of  the  rude  and  scan- 
dalous treatment  experienced  at  my  personal  m- 
terview,  entreated  him  to  demand  the  motives  for 
such  unjustifiable  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the 
governor,  and  peremptorily  deniand  that  all  pil- 
grims indiscriminately  who  happened  to  pass 
through  Samaria  might  be  protected  against  the 
further  attacks  of  this  barbarian.  The  letter  was 
delivered  to  the  leader  of  my  escort,  who  having 
completed  their  duty  in  conducting  me  safe  to 
Nazareth,  were  going  back,  by  whom  I  was  as- 
sured they  would  acquaint  the  governor  of  those 
circumstances  to  which  they  had  been  eye-wit> 
nesses,  at  my  presenting  his  letter.*  Afier  I 
had  remunerated  the  soldiers,  they  returned  to 
Jerusalem,  and  I  intended^  for  some  days,  to  take 
up  a  residence  here. 

*  As  the  Author,  since  his  return  to  Britain,  has  heard  that 
some  English  gentlemen  met  with  insults  and  were  also 
spit  upon  by  the  soldiers  of  this  governor,  he  would  respect- 
fully recommend  to  travellers  not  to  stop  at,  but  pass  direct 
through  Samaria,  to  prevent  th^r  feelings  being  wounded. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

KAZARETH.^- CHURCH.  «- DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PERSON  OF 
CHRIST.^SACRED  OBJECTS  SHOWN.— WORKSHOP  OF  JOSEPH. 
—CHAPEL.— > WHERE  ANOEL  SALUTED  MARY.  —  HILL  OVER 
WHICH  THE  JEWS  THREATENED  *  TO  THROW  CHRIST.— 
MARY's  well. ^ convent.^  VISIT  TO  NAIN.  ^-ENDOR. -^ 
PLOUGH  OF  NAZARETH.  —  REFLECTIONS.  —  AUTHOR 
CHALLENGED  BY  A  MAHOMEDAN  FOR  WEARING  THE 
WHITE  TURBAN. 

Among  those  places  which  had  been  honoured 
with  the  presence  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  conse- 
crated as  the  scenes  of  his  benevolence  and 
good  will  towards  men,  Nazareth  of  Zebulon  and 
its  neighbourhood,  where  his  incarnation  had 
taken  place,  hold  out  many  objects  of  interest 
and  have  strong  claim  to  attention. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  all  that  are 
shewn  to  a  traveller,  but  the  following  appear 
most  particular.  First,  the  church  belonging  to 
the  convent,  an  entry  to  which  is  by  a  descent  of 
several  steps,  and  may  be  considered  rather  ele- 
gant, erected  over  the  grotto  or  cave  where 
Mary,  who,  of  all  women,  was  proclaimed  to  the 
world  as  *«  highly  favoured*,"  had  taken  up  her 

*  Luke  i.  28. 
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abode.  This  has  no  other  roof  than  that  formed 
of  the  natural  rock,  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  and 
where  a  couple  of  granite  pillars,  at  the  distance 
of  about  a  yard  from  each  other,  are  shewn,  as 
having  been  erected  by  Saint  Helena,  to  hand 
down  to  posterity  the  particular  place  where  the 
angel  appeared,  to  deliver  glad*  tidings  from 
heaven  • ;  and  the  other  Mary  stood  at  the  mo- 
ment she  received  it  Under  the  altar  is  this 
inscription : 

'*  Verbum  caro  hie  factum  est.*' 
and  behind  it  the  following : 

<<  Humillium  suo  Devotionu  Testimonium 
Erga  Virginis  Dei  parse  ab  Angelo  gratia  plena? 

Salute  Mysterium. 
Altare  hoc  marmoreum  fieri  curavit 
Pater.    Prater  FhUlippus  a  Neapoli, 
In  Regno  Nippolitano  commissarius. 
An.  Dom.  M.  D.  LXXII." 

Among  many  pictures  which  adorn  this 
church,  there  is  one  likeness  of  our  Saviour  drawn 

•  **  And  in  the  sixth  month*  the  angel  Gabriel  was  sent 
from  God  into  a  city  of  Galilee,  named  Nazareth:  to  a  virgin* 
espoused  to  a  man  whose  name  was  Joseph,  of  the  house 
of  David ;  and  the  virgin's  name  was  Mary. 

<<  And  the  angel  came  to  her  and  said.  Hail,  thou  that  art 
highly  favoured  ;  the  Lord  is  with  thee :  blessed  art  thou 
among  women."  —  Luke  i.  26,  27,  28. 

«  Gabriel 

I  sent  thee  to  the  Virgin  pure 

In  Galilee,  that  she  should  bear  a  son, 

Great  in  renown,  and  called  the  Son  of  God." 

Milton. 
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from  a  description  of  his  person,  which  it  may 
be  gratifying  to  the  reader  to  introduce  here. 

**  There  appeared  in  these  our  days  a  man  of 
great  virtue,  named  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  yet 
living  among  us,  and  of  the  Gentiles  is  accepted 
for  a  Prophet  of  truth,  but  his  own  disciples  call 
him  the  Son  of  God.  He  raiseth  the  dead,  and 
cureth  all  manner  of  diseases.  A  man  of  stature, 
somewhat  tall  and  comely,  with  a  very  reverend 
countenance,  such  as  the  beholders  may  both 
love  and  fear ;  his  hair  the  colour  of  a  filbert  full 
ripe  to  his  ears,  whence  downwards  it  is  more 
orient  of  colour,  somewhat  curling,  or  waving 
about  his  shoulders ;  in  the  midst  of  his  head  is  a 
seam  or  partition  of  his  hair,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Nazarites;  his  forehead  plain  and  delicate;  his 
face  without  spot  or  wrinkle,  beautified  with  a 
comely  red ;  his  nose  and  mouth  exactiy  formed; 
his  beard  thick,  the  colour  of  his  hair,  not  of  any 
great  length,  but  forked ;  his  look  innocent ;  his 
eyes  grey,  clear  and  quick  in  reproving ;  awful 
in  admonishing;  courteous  in  speaking;  very 
modest  and  wise ;  in  proportion  of  body ;  well 
shaped.  None  have  ever  seen  him  laugh,  but 
many  have  seen  him  weep.  A  man^  for  his 
beauty,  surpassing  the  children  of  men." 

One  is  naturally  disposed  to  enquire,  in  read- 
ing  this  description,  how  the  person  who  had 
never  himself  beheld  this  glorious  personage, 
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obtained  such  minute  and  circumstantial  inform- 
ation. In  "  these  days"  men  appear  evidently  to 
have  trusted  to  the  verbal  reports  of  each  other. 
Since  the  art  of  printing  was  introduced,  it  has 
exhibited  to  the  world  a  more  permanent  record 
of  knowledge  than  the  precarious  memory  of 
men ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  people  were, 
in  such  times,  more  attentive  in  r^eating  what 
they  had  seen  and  heard.  One  circumstance, 
however,  has  appeared  to  me  peculiarly  striking ; 
namely,  that  almost  all  portraits  which  I  have 
seen  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  any  country,  mark  him 
as  distinguished  with  peculiar  features,  and  digni* 
fied,  yet  with  a  mild  and  holy  countenance,  whose 
hair  is  arranged  in  the  mode  formerly  described. 

The  second  object  shown  is  the  rfiop  in  which 
Joseph  had  worked,  now  used  as  a  place  of  wot- 
ship.  Over  the  altar  is  a  representation  of  him, 
with  the  implements  of  his  trade,  and  holding  our 
Lord  by  the  hand^  as  if  in  the  act  of  imparting 
a  knowledge  of  his  vocation.* 

Third,  a  chapel,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  an 
enormous  stone,  probably  nine  feet  in  length,  and 
six  in  breadth,  on  which  it  is  affirmed  that  Christ 
had  sat  and  eaten  with  his  chosen  few.  I  per- 
ceived an  inscription  suspended,  and  surrounded 
with  names  written  on  the  wall,  of  many  travel- 

*  "  Is  not  this  the  carpenter's  son?"  — Matt,  xiil  55, 
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lers  who  had  visited  the  sacred  spot,  and  to  this 
purpose: 

"  Traditio  continua  est  et  nunquam  inter^ 
rupta  apud  omnes  nationes  Orientales  hanc 
petram  dictam  Mensa  Christ!,  illam  ipsam  esse 
supra  quam  Dominus  noster  Jesus  Christus  cum 
suis  comedit  Discipulis  ante  et  post  suam  resur- 
rectionem  a  mortuis/' 

Fourth,  the  synagogue  where  Christ  agree- 
ably to  his  practice,  had  read  to  the  Jews,  from 
the  sacred  volume,  on  Sabbath.  * 

Fifth,  near  to  the  town,  there  is  also  pointed 
out  a  hill  t,  from  which  they  threatened  to  throw 
him,  in  consequence  of  that  dissatisfaction  his 
addresses  to  this  class  of  men  had  occasioned. 
And  lastly,  a  well  of  the  Virgin,  which  supplies 
the  inhabitants  of  Nazareth  with  water. 

I  met  with  a  very  kind  reception  in  this  convent, 
and  was  accommodated  with  a  neat,  clean  apart- 

*  ^<  And  he  came  to  Nazareth,  ^here  he  had  been  broughi 
upt  and  as  his  custom  was,  he  went  into  the  synagogue  on 
the  sabbath  dai/,  and  stood  up  for  to  read. 

**  And  there  was  delivered  unto  him  the  book  of  the  Pro- 
phet Esaias,  &c. 

^  And  he  began  to  i^ay  unto  them :  this  day  is  this  scrip- 
ture fulfilled  in  your  ears."— Luke  iv.  16,  17.  21. 

f  ^*  And  they  rose  up  and  thrust  him  oui  of  the  cit^,  and 
led  him  unto  the  broxo  of  the  hilly  whereon  their  city  was 
built,  l^at  they  might  cast  him  down  headlong. 

^<  But  he  passing  through  the  midst  of  them,  went  his 
way."  —  Luke  iv.  29,  30. 

y  3 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


S26  CONVENT. 

ment,  and  fared  rather  sumptuously.  It  is  situated 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  commanding  a 
view  of  the  valley,  more  commodious  than  almost 
any  similar  institution  to  be  seen»  and  inhabited 
by  about  a  dozen  of  monks,  where  greater  friend- 
ship appeared  to  exist  among  them  and  the  Turks 
than  I  perceived  in  any  place  between  Christians 
and  Mahomedans,  and  none  of  that  terrible  ty- 
ranny and  oppression  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  infidel,  as  I  was  so  concerned  to  remark  at 
Jerusalem. 

Over  each  door  leading  to  the  cells,  these 
words  are  written : 

"  Ave  Maria  Gratia  Plena, 
Ave  Maria  Purissima." 

Notwithstanding  it  is  contrary  to  the  tenets  of 

Mahomedans  to  cultivate  the  vine,  or  partake 

of  its  juice*,  although,  I  believe,  these  do  not 

extend  to  their  eating  of  dried  grapes,  yet  many 

vineyards  are  now  to  be  seen,  which  must  have 

been  antiently  in  existence  in  the  Holy  Land,  t 

*  "  Achmet  Bey  said  to  me,  the  prohibition  of  wine  was  a 
very  wise  maxim,  and  meant  for  the  common  people,  being 
the  source  of  all  disorders;  but  the  Prophet  never  designed 
to  confine  those  that  knew  how  to  use  it  with  moderation ; 
nevertheless  he  said  that  scandal  ought  to  be  avoided,  and 
that  he  neoer  drank  it  m  public.** 

Lady  Wortlby  Montagus  on  Turkey. 

t  ^'  Binding  his  foal  unto  the  vine,  and  his  asses  colt  unt4i 
the  choice  vine,  he  washed  his  garments  in  toine^  and  his 
clothes  in  the  blood  of  grapes.**  ^^Genesis  xlix.  11. 
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.The  wine,  a  luxury  I  had  for  some  time  been  a 
^stranger  to^  was  here  of  a  red  colour,  and  ex- 
cellent in  qualify;  whereas  that  at  Jerusalem,  was, 
on  the  contrary,  the  very  worst  I  ever  tasted,  and 
sour  as  vinegar. 

Throughout  Galilee  I  was  gratified  in  being 
inibrmed  there  reigned  the  greatest  tranquillity, 
and  a  traveller  was  perfectly  safe  without  having 
recourse  to  protection  from  military.  The  in- 
mates  of  the  monastery  did  not  appear  in  want 
of  any  thing  whatever;  which  is  indeed  the  case 
with  all  convents  in  general,  every  article  that 
can  be  reasonably  desired,  being  within  their  own 
walls.  For  instance,  cellars  are  well  stocked; 
poultry  and  pigs  in  abundance ;  gardens  supplied 
with  choice  fruits  and  vegetables;  vineyards,  and 
^granariest  to  contain  com.  They  bake  bread, 
have  conveniencies  for  every  domestic  purpose, 
and  trades  are  carried  on  for  their  accommoda- 
tion. In  short,  I  have  been  led  to  think,  that 
these  convents  may  be  considered  as  great 
hotels,  having  every  requisite  within ;  and  where 
xnarked  attention  is  paid  by  the  monks  to  a  Chris- 
tian traveller^  agreeable  to  their  principles  of  reli- 

"  But  in  the  seventh  year  shall  be  a  sabbath  of  rest  unto 
the  land,  a  sabbath  of  the  Lord ;  thou  shalt  neither  sow  thy 
field,  nor  prune  thy  vineyard*'  —  Levit.  xxt.  4. 

'<  Thou  shalt  not  sow  thy  vineyard mih  divers  seeds."-*. 
Deut.  xxii.  9. 
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gion.  They  rise  at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  tnonw 
ingfor  the  exercises  of  devotion;  then  brealdast; 
dine  at  twelve  o'clock ;  and  this  being  finished, 
a  dead  silence  reigns  throughout  the  whole  build- 
ings, all  the  inmates,  even  to  servants,  retiring 
to  sleep  a  few  hours.  In  tiie  afternoon,  further 
acts  of  worship  are  performed ;  which  being  ended, 
they  sup,  and  go  to  bed  for  the  night,  about  ^ht 
or  nine  o'clock. 

The  late  Princess  of  Wales  remained  here  a 
week ;  but  being  contrary  to  strict  rules  to  admit 
any  of  the  fair  sex,  she  was  not  accommodated 
with  apartments  immediately  in  the  interior  of  the 
establishment  itself^  yet  was  lodged  within  the 
walls  of  it  I  was  more  comfortable  and  at  ease 
here  than  in  any  monastic  institution  I  had  for- 
merly visited.  The  fathers  are  supposed  to  be  in 
circumstances  of  affluence,  though  to  what  parti- 
cular extent  is  entirely  within  themselves^  as  they 
study  to  keep  others  in  fiie  dark.  Indeed,  I 
could  perceive  in  all  of  them  an  anxiety  to  im- 
press visitors  and  every  one  aroun<^  but  more 
especially  the  infidel,  with  an  (pinion  of  their 
extreme  poverty;  and  from  the  prudent  idea,  that 
they  might  otiierwise  be  marked  out  as  oligects  of 
plunder  on  thepart  ofMahomedam.  Various  sums 
are  transmitted  from  Catholic  princes,  and  no  one 
held  in  higher  estimation  than  the  king  of  Spain, 
from  the  munificence  of  his  donations.     Contei- 
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butions  are  also  voluntarily  made  at  RcMne,  and 
among  Catholics  over  the  world,  for  die  support 
of  convents  in  the  Holy  Land ;  and  I  believe  iti- 
nerants are  sent  forth  to  solicit  supplies  locally^ 
and  at  a  very  great  distance.  It  deserves  to  be 
added,  as  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the  Prince 
R€^;^it  of  England,  with  his  usual  liberality, 
transmitted  about  2000^  to  the  Franciscan  con* 
vent  at  Jerusalem,  through  the  hands  of  Sir  Robert 
liston,  the  British  ambassador  at  Constantinople. 

The  language  generally  spoken  in  the  con- 
vent is  Italian,  and  sometimes  Spanish,  parti* 
cularly  by  monks  from  Spain.  One  of  them 
talked  Latin  fluently;  and  it  is  a  general  usage 
that  the  domestics  should  bear  Scriptural  names, 
such  as  Joseph,  Peter,  Mark,  Paul,  &c. 

lliere  appears  to  be  great  industry  exercised 
among  the  inhabitants  of  Nazareth,  and  a  degree 
of  comfort  which  is  seldom  to  be  met  with  in 
such  village  in  the  Hciy  Land.  The  popula- 
tion may  be  estimated  at  1500  souls,  and  many 
of  these  are  Christians.  The  houses  are  level  on 
the  rooi'i  few  exceed  one  stoiy  in  faaght;  and 
the  place  beautifuUy  situated  upon  an  dera- 
tion, looking  down  on  a  valley  encircled  with 
mountains.  I  walked  to  the  bottom  of  it ;  from 
which  I  faada&U  view  oftJiewhdevfflage,  formed 
of  a  cluster  of  small  houses,  built  of  stone,  not 
unlike  those  compact  cottages  to  be  seen  from 
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a  distance  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  The 
inhabitants  appeared  quite  unlike  the  tuibulent 
savages  I  had  met  with  in  those  villages  I  had 
passed  through  on  my  way  from  Jenisaleniy  and 
most  orderly  and  inoffensive* 

On  the  following  day,  at  one  o'clock,  I 
left  Nazareth,  with  my  servant,  and  a  domestic 
of  the  convent,  and  passing  the  hill  I  mea* 
tioned,  called  **  II  Precij^ziOf*  I  descended 
into  the  plain  of  Esdraelon.  Having  crossed  it^ 
I  came  to  Mount  Hermon,  the  dew  of  which 
has  been  so  beautifully  alluded  to  by  the  Psalm* 
ist*,  near  which  stands  Nain  t,  where  the  a£fect* 
ing  event  had  taken  place  of  the  death  of  an 
pnly  son  of  a  widow,  cut  down  in  the  flower  of 

*  ^^  As  the  deao  ofHermanrBnd  as  the  dew  that  descended 
upon  the  mountains  of  Zlon ;  for  there  the  Lord  com- 
manded the  blessing,  even  life  for  eyermore.**  —  Pnhn 
cxxxiii.  S. 

f  <<  And  he  went  into  a  city  called  Nain,  and  many  of  his 
disciples  went  with  him,  and  much  people. 

"  Now  when  he  came  nigh  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  behold 
there  was  a  dead  man  carried  out,  the  only  son  of  his  mo- 
ther,  and  she  was  a  widow;  and  much  people  of  the  city  was 
with  her. 

<<  And  he  came  and  touched  the  bier,  and  they  that  bare 
him  stood  still.  And  he  said.  Young  man,  I  say  unto  thee, 
arise. 

<<  And  he  that  was  dead,  sat  up,  and  began  to  speak. 

<'  And  he  delivered  him  to  his  mother. 

<<  And  there  came  a  fear  on  all,  and  they  glorified  God.* 
.^Luke  vu.  II,  12. 14, 15, 16. 
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age,  and  having  so  greatly  excited  the  tender 
compassion  of  Christ,  he*  performed  a  miracle 
in  raising  him  to  life,  who  was  restored  to  his  re* 
joicing  mother.  Though,  at  present,  this  is  a  poor 
deserted  village,  consisting  of  only  a  few  houses; 
yet  -from  the  ruins  scattered  around,  it  would 
seem  to  have  been  formerly  of  considerable  ex- 
tent; and  is  finely  situated,  having  the  vast  plain 
and  mountains  of  Nazareth  in  front  About  a 
couple  of  miles  from  Nain,  under  a  small  emi- 
nence. En-dor  is  pointed  out,  where  the  sorceress 
resided  who  was  consulted  by  Saul  on  a  particu- 
lar occasion  t ;  and  in  the  vicinity  are  the  moun* 
tains  of  Gilboa,  where  the  forces  of  Israel  had 
been  collected,  t 

With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  soil  in  this 
country,  it  may,  in  the  first  place,  be  observed, 
that  a  knowledge  of  agriculture  has  been  de- 

^  **  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man  approved  of  God  among 
you,  by  miradesy  and  wonders,  and  signs."— -Acts  ii.  22. 

f  <<  And  when  Saul  enquired  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  an- 
swered him  not,  neither  by  dreams,  nor  by  Urim,  nor  bjr 
prophets. 

<<  Then  said  Saul  unto  his  servants.  Seek  me  a  woman  that 
hath  a  familiar  spirit,  that  I  may  go  to  her,  and  enquire  of 
her.  And  his  servants  said  unto  him.  Behold,  there  is  a 
woman  that  hath  a  familiar  spirit  at  En-dor."—!  Samuel 
xxviii.  69  ?• 

X  ^  And  the  Fhilistinefi  gathered  themselves  together^ 
and  came  and  pitched  in  Shechem ;  and  Saul  gathered  all 
Israel  together,  and  they  pitched  in  Gf26oa«"— 1  Samuel 
xxvili.  4. 
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rived  fixmi  the  very  suggestion  of  God  himself*, 
at  an  early  period  of  time,  who,  in  a  particular 
manner,  had  blessed  the  springing  of  the  earth. 
It  was,  in  fact,  the  veiy  first  employmart  as- 
signed toman  t;  to  whom  had  been  given  all  tiiat 
activity,  industry,  and  perseverance,  so  necessaiy 
for  a  proper  cultivation  of  the  ground,  whose 
toil  is  in  due  time  crowned  with  success.  The 
distribution  of  fields  into  acres,  use  of  the 
plough,  and  assistance  of  oxen  in  the  differ- 
ent operations,  are  also  distinctly  laid  down  by 
revelation,  t  The  grcmnd  here,  as  in  our  countiy, 
is  broken  up  by  the  plough,  and  being  drawn 
by  oxen  §,  reminds  a  reader  of  many  passages 

*  «  The  Lord  God  took  the  nuuiy  and  put  hhn  mto  the 
garden  of  Eden,  to  dresM  U  and  to  keep  it.*' —  Gen.  ii.  15. 

"  Thou  »halt  inherit  the  land  that  the  Lord  thy  God 
giveth  thee  to  possess  it."  —  Deut.  xix.  14^ 

f  <<  In  ancient  tJB&es  the  sacred  phugh  employ 'd 

The  idi^  and  ai»fid/(Uher$  ^manUnd:* — Thombom* 

'<  Doth  the  ploughman  phngh  M  day  to  sow ?^-^ Isaiah 
xxviiL  24w 

%  "  And  that  first  slaughter  which  Jonathan  and  Us  ar- 
nour-bearer  made>  was  about  twenty  men,  wichia  as  it  were 
an  hBUacfte  of  Umd^  whioh  a  y<Jce  i^  oaxn  might  pknr.**-^ 
1  8ani.xiT.I4v 

%  **  0:ten  are  the  only  animals  which  shall  be  used  for 
the  plough,  for  beasts  of  different  kinds  should  not  be  joined 
together  in  the  same  yoke."  •«*  Josbphus. 

**  Thou  hast  put  all  things  under  his  feet. 

<'  All  sheep  and  oxeny  and  the  beasts  of  the  field."  — 
Psalm  viii.  6,  7. 
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in  Scripture  where  these  sre  mentioned,  and  from 
the  number  sometimes  employed  *,  suggests  an 
idea  of  the  wealth  c^  their  owner.  This  ma- 
chine is  differently  constructed,  in  some  parts, 
ftmn  that  used  by  British  husbandmen;  and 
though  rude  in  its  formation,  is  extremely  simple, 
serving  all  the  purposes  required.  I  got  a  model 
made  of  one  at  Nazareth  t,  and  perhaps  a  better 
idea  of  it  may  be  conveyed  by  the  sketch  I  have 
introduced,  than  any  description  which  can  be 
given.  This  plough  is  not  moved  upon  wheels ; 
the  share,  which  is  small,  scarcely  grazes  the  earthy 
and  it  has  only  one  handle,  or  shaft,  for  the  use 
of  the  husbandman  to  guide  it,  resembling  the 
head  of  a  staff  used  by  "  stooping  age."  He  holds 
it  with  the  right  hand ;  and  when  the  oxen  are 
large,  their  motion  is  increased  by  goading 
them  with  a  long  stick,  held  in  the  left.  It  is 
made  so  light,  that  a  person  mi^ht,  with  &ci- 
lity,  carry  it  in  his  arms.  The  share  is  covered 
with  a  piece'  of  broad  iron,  and  pointed  at  the 

**  And  I  vas  chastised  as  a  bullock  unaccustomed  to  the 
2foke"  —  Jeremiah  xxxi.  18. 

"  Ye  rougher  world  of  brutes,  howl  to  him  your  hoarse 
applause." — HnvKT'«  Meditations. 

*  "  So  he  departed  thence,  and  found  Elisha,  the  son  of 
Shaphat,  who  was  ploughing  with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen  before 
hfan.''-^  1  Kings  xix.  19. 

f  Models  of  this  plough  may  be  seen  in  the  Museum 
of  the  Universities  at  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 
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end,  which  might  be  converted  into  a  Weapott 
for  warfare,  and,  at  a  termination,  restored  to  its 
former  state,  and  applied  to  agricultural  purposes. 
In  all  probability,  it  is  to  this  operation  that  one 
of  tlie  prophets  refers,  when  he  calls  on  nations 
to  relinquish  rural  occupations,  and  convert 
their  ploughs  into  instruments  of  battle.  *  On  the 
other  hand,  another  of  the  sacred  writers  has  re- 
versed this  recommendation,  and  applied  it  to 
that  tranquiUity  with  which  it  is  prophesied  the 
church  shall  be  ultimately  blessed  in  latter  days.! 
I  was  sometimes  led  to  think,  in  viewing  the 
operation  of  the  oriental  plough,  from  a  short 
distance,  that  the  person  who  conducted  it  was 
merely  amusing  himself;  since  there  appeared 
such  careless  indiiFerence  manifested,  arising, 
most  likely,  from  the  soil  being  light,  not  being 
necessary  to  make  the  furrows  deep,  and  nature 
is  so  bountiiul ;  while  at  others  he  may  be  seen 
to  lean  over  the  top  of  the  shaft,  so  as  to  press  it 
with  his  weight,  to  prevent  it  skimming  along 
the  surface,  penetrate  and  make  a  proper  impres- 
sion on  the  ground.  To  this  watchfiil  and  steady 
care,  I  should  conceive,  our  great  Teacher  has 

^  ^'  Beat  your  plough-shares  into  stoords^  and  your  pruning^ 
hooks  into  spears.*" —  Joel  iii.  10. 

f  **  And  they  shall  beat  their  stioords  into  plough-shares^ 
and  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks ;  nation  shall  not  Kft  up 
sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more,** 
-*  Isaiah  ii.  4, 
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made  allusion  in  one  remarkable  declaration  of 
Scripture*;  and  as  furrows  fall  to  be  rightly 
divided,  probably  these  may  be  included  in  the 
idea  given  under  a  second*  t  In  the  same 
maimer  as  I  had  also  occasion  to  observe  when 
travelling  from  Ramah  to  Jerusalem,  the  seed  is 
here  first  scattered  upon,  and  afterwards  ploughed 
into  the  ground;  although  in  many  parts  of 
this  country,  land  is  so  covered  and  choked 
up  with  stones,  as  to  excite  surprise  how  a  plough 
could  possibly  turn  up  the  soil  at  all,  and  any 
one  thing  whatsoever  could  be  produced  from  it. 
Notwithstanding  these  apparent  obstructions,  the 
most  bountiful  crops  are  raised  in  such  <<  stony 
ground,"  which  is  also  evidently  referred  to  in 
the  parable  respecting  the  sower,  t 

On  my  return  to  Nazareth,  I  was  met  by  some 
Turks  on  horseback,  who  stopped  short ;  when 
one  of  them,  apparentiy  above  the  common  class, 
addressed  me,  to  whom,  from  his  fierce  counte- 

^  **  No  man  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough  and  looking 
backs  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God."  —  Luke  ix.  62. 

t  **  Study  to  show  thjrself  approved  unto  Grod,  a  toorkman 
that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightltf  dividing  the  word 
of  God."  —  2  Timothy  ii.  15. 

X  **  Behold  a  sower  went  forth  to  soto. 

**  And  when  he  sowed,  some  seeds  fell  by  the  way-side, 
and  the  fowb  came  and  devoured  them  up. 

'^'Some  fell  upon  stonif  places^  where  they  had  not  much 
earthy  and  forthwith  they  sprung  up^  because  they  had  na 
deepness  of  earth'-  —  Matt.  xiii.  3. 5. 
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nance,  and  quick  utterance  of  speech,  I  appeared 
to  have  given  displeasure.  On  making  signs  of 
being  ignorant  of  his  language,  and  a  motion 
to  communicate  with  the  interpreter,  at  a 
short  distance  behind  me,  I  found  it  had  been 
discovered  I  was  a  Christian,  and  challenged  for 
presuming  to  wear  the  white  turban.  When 
informed  I  was  a  Briton,  and  ignorant  of  the 
distinction  of  colours  observed  among  Maho- 
medans,  he  permitted  me  to  pass  on,  and  I  ar- 
rived at  the  convent  in  Nazareth. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

^OUKN£Y    THROUGH    GALILSE.  —  C A  NA*  —  WELL. WATBtl- 

PITCHERS.  —  STRIKING  COINCIDENCE  OF  AN  EVENT  THERE 

\liriTH  SCRIPTURE. DISCIPLES*  FIELD. BLESSED  MOUNT. 

'—WHERE    MIRACLE   PERFORMED    IN    FEEDING   A    MULTI- 
TUDE.—SUBLIMR  VIEW  OF  THE  LAKE  OF  GBNBSARETH. 

ARRIVAL  AT  THE  TOWN  OF  TIBERIAS. —  GREEK  PRIEST.— 
AOCOMttODATBD  WITH  LODGING  IN  A  CHURCH. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  f^ebniaiy,  I  set 
out  by  sun-rise  •>  in  the  view  of  visiting  those 
parts  of  Galilee,  which  had  been  so  eminently 
blessed,  not  only  by  a  residence,  but  those  miracles 
performed  by  the  Redeemer  of  our  worlds 

As  the  whole  country  was  understood  to  be 
perfectly  tranquil,  in  consequence  of  prq>er 
vigilance  exercised  on  the  part  of  a  Pacha  at 
Acre,  and  formed  a  striking  difference  to  those 
disturbed  districts  through  which  I  had  hitherto 
travelled^  it  was  considered  unnecessary  to  have 
recourse  to  any  military  escort  On  this  oeca- 
aion,  therefore,  I  was  only  attended  by  my  ser- 
vant, and  Michel,  formerly  domestic  in  tlie 
convent,  who  had  been  recommended  to  travel- 
lers as  a  person  of  activity  and  intelligence.  Tlie 
morning  was  glorious,  my  expectations  ran 
high,  and  at  every  step  the  delight  experienced 

*  <<  From  the  rising  of  the  sun  unto  the  going  down  of  the 
samei  the  Lord's  name  is  to  be  pjaised."  t~  Psalm  cxiii.  5. 
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strongly  increased.     I  pursued  my  way  ta  the 
north,  went  through  some  valleys,  and  in  a  cou- 
ple of  hours  arrived  at  Cana,  almost  contiguous 
to  the  plain  of  Zebulon.  Under  an  overpowering 
sun,  I  stopped  at  a  fountain  near  the  entrance  of 
this  village,  to  take  refreshment;  where  I  sat 
down  on  the  shattered  wall  inclosing  it,  and 
turned  to  that  interesting  passage  of  Scripture, 
explanatory  of  the  six  waterpots  of  stone  used  at 
the  marriage  feast,  where  "  the  modest  water  saw 
its  God  and  blushed ;"  on  which  occasion  a  very 
striking  fact  occurred.     Six  women,  having  their 
faces  veiled*,  came  down  to  the  well  at  this  par- 
ticuliur  moment,  each  carrying  on  her  head  a  pot  t, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  filled  with  lirater. 

*  "  She  took  a  veil  and  covered  herself."  —  (Jen.  xxt.  65. 

**  And  Moses  hid  hisjace ;  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  upon 
God."  — Exod.iii.  6. 

"  The  keepers  of  the  walls  took  away  wiy  veil  from  me." 
—  Sol.  Song,  V.  7. 

<<  And  he  discovered  the  covering  of  Judah."  —  Isaiah 
xxii.  8« 

"  Wherefore  hidest  thou  thy  face  ?"  —  Job  xiii.  24. 

f  "  And  there  were  set  there  six  xvaier-pois  ofstoncy  after 
the  manner  of  the  purifying  of  the  Jews,  containing  two  or 
three  firkins  a  piece* 

<<  Jesus  saith  unto  them,  Fill  the  water-pots  with  water:  , 

and  they  filled  them  up  to  the  brim.  i 

<<  Arid  he  saith  unto  them,  Draw  out  now,  and  bear  unto  i 

the  governor  of  the  feast.     And  they  bare  it.  I 

'*  When  the  ruler  of  the  feast  had  tasted  the  water  that  I 

was  made  wine,  and  knew  not  whence  it  was,  (but  the  ser-  I 

vants  which  drew  the  water  knew,)  the  governor  of  the  feast 
called  the  bridegroom, 
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These  vessels  were  formed  of  stone,  and 
something  in  the  shape  of  bottles  used  in  our 
country  for  containing  vitriol,  having  great  bodies 
and  small  necks,  with  this  exception,  they  were 
not  so  large,  many  had  handles  attached  to 
tlie  sides,  and  it  was  a  wonderful  coincidence 
with  Scripture,  that  the  vessels  appeared  to 
contain  much  the  same  quantity  as  those* 
which  the  Evangelist  informs  had  been  employ- 
ed on  occasion  of  the  nuptial  celebration.  It 
is  further  a  remarkable  circumstance,  in  the 
Holy  Land,  that  it  rarely  happens  men  are  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  drawing  water;  which  is 
a  duty  entirely  devolving  on  females,  and  shows 
strongly  that  such  practice  has  been  kept  up  from 
the  earliest  ages,  t    The  water  of  this  well  is  pure^ 


**  And  saith  unto  him,  Every  man  at  the  beginning  doth 
set  forth  good  wine,  and,  when  men  have  well  drunk,  then 
that  which  is  worse :  but  thou  hast  kept  the  good  wine  until 
now."  —  John  ii.  6. 10* 

*  **  Three  firkins  each."  —  About  twelve  gallons.  < 

f  <*  At  the  time  of  the  evening,  even  tlie  time  that  toomen 
go  out  to  draw  water. 

**  Behold,  I  stand  here  by  the  well  of  water ;  and  the 
daughters  of  die  men  of  the  oity  come  out  to  draw  water." 
»-  Genesis  xxiv.  11.  13. 

'<  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  before  he  had  done  speaking-, 
that,  behold,  Rebekah  came  out,  &c.  with  her  pitcher  upon 
her  shoulder ;  and  she  went  down  to  the  well,  and  filled  her 
pitcher,  and  came  up.  And  the  servant  ran  to  meet  her,  and 
said,  Let  me,  I  pray  you,  drink  a  little  water.  And  she  let 
down  her  pitcher  upon  her  hand,  and  gave  him  drink.    And 
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and  supplied  by  springs  from  the  mountains, 
about  two  miles  distant  After  the  attention  of 
the  women  had  been  arrested  from  my  reading 
on  the  spot,  one  of  them  lowered  her  pitcher 
into  the  well,  and  voluntarily  offered  me  water 
to  drink  *,  with  some  provisions  my  servant  was 
spreading  out  on  the  ground  at  the  time;  when 
they  returned  to  the. village  with  the  vessels  on 
their  heads. 

I  then  passed  through  Canat,   consisting  of 


she  ran  again  unto  the  well  to  draw  water>  tfid  drew  for  all  his 
camels.  And  she  hasted,  and  emptied  her  pitcher  into  the 
trough.** —  Genesis  xxiv.  15—20. 

"  Now  the  priest  of  Midian  had  seven  daughters:  and  they 
came  and  drew  water,  and  filled  the  troughs  to  water  their 
father's  flock.**  —  Exodus  ii.  16- 

<<  Then  cometh  a  tuoman  of  Samaria  to  draw  water."  — 
St.  John  iv.  7. 

*  **  And  she  said,  Drink,  my  lord :  and  she  hasted,  and 
let  down  her  pitcher  upon  her  hand,  and  gave  him  drink.**^- 
Genesis  xxiv.  18. 

"  Whosoever  shall  give  you  a  cup  of  water  to  drink  in  my 
name,  shall  not  lose  his  reward.** —  St.  Mark  ix.  41. 

f  Friar  Leander,  of  the  order  of  the  barefooted  Car- 
melites, in  a  work,  which,  it  is  believed,  is  little  known, 
has  the  following  allusion  to  Cana :  *'  This  city,  the 
birth-place  of  St.  Fhiltp  and  St.  James,  celebrated  on 
account  of  our  Saviour  having  there  performed  his  first 
miracle  of  changing  the  water  inta  wine,  is  situated  in  the 
tribe  of  Zebulun,  and  called  Cana  Minor,  to  distinguish  it 
from  anotlier  oity,  named  Cana  Major,  situated  in  the 
tribe  of  Asher,  between  Tyre  and  Sidon.  Neither  of  these 
places  is  well  inhabited ;  and,  in  this  one,  I  was  shown  the 
house  of  the  two  apostles,   and  also  the  spot  where  the 
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only  a  few  houses,  where  I  was  told  by  Michel, 
the  guide,  St  Bartholomew  had  resided^  and  en- 
tered the  plain  of  Zebulon,  going  along  the  side  of 
a  field  held  to  have  been  the  one  through  which 
our  Lord  walked*  when  the  disciples  were  rebuked 
for  taking  ears  of  com  on  Sabbath,  t  Every 
blade  upon  this  spot,  whether  it  may  be  of  grass, 
com,  or  any  other  article  raised,  is  held  in  the 
highest  degree  sacred ;  heaps  are  plucked  up,  and 
transmitted  to  Catholic  countries,  where  these  are 
received  with  reverential  devotion.     After  sup- 


water  was  changed  into  wine,  the  decayed  walls  of  a  tem- 
ple, erected  by  St.  Helen,  still  remaining  there.  At  a  short 
distance,  I  saw  a  grotto  hollowed  out  in  the  rock,  in  which 
%re  found,  wrought  by  the  hand  of  Nature,  marvellous  pro. 
ductions  of  a  variety  of  shapes,  formed  of  stalactitic  petri- 
factions. Some  of  t^ese  represent,  in  the  most  natural  man- 
ner«  trees  and  floweiB ;  others  animals,  parts  of  the  human 
body,  &c.  &c.  Had  many  of  them  not  been  broken  by  those 
who  had  visited  the  grotto,  the  whole  would  have  been  won- 
derful to  see.  I  cajused  a  few  small  pieces  to  be  detached 
from  the  rock,  but  they  were  too  fragile  for  me  to  bring  away." 

•  « In  those  holyfidds^ 

Over  whose  acres  inalked  those  blessed Jeet^ 
VHiich  fourt«en-httndred  years  ago  were  naii'd 
For  our  advantage  on  the  bitter  cross.'* 

Shakspeare. 
f  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  on  the  second  Sabbath  after 
the  first,  that  he  went  through  the  com  Jieldsy  and  his  dis- 
ciples plucked  the  ears  of  com  and  did  eat,  rubbing  them  in 
their  hands. 

**  And  certain  of  the  Pharisees  said  unto  them.  Why  do 
ye  that  whieh  is  not  lawful  to  do  on  the  Sabbath-day  ?"-«• 
Luke  vi.  1,  2.— Mark  ii.  23. 
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plying  mysell*  with  gome  blades,  to  take  to 
Britain  **»  the  journey  was  continued  by  this 
plain,  which  is  of  considerable  extent,  and  in 
many  parts  a  blackish  soil,  where  I  observed 
piles  of  stones,  covering  over,  or  markings 
several  graves  said  to  have  been  of  those 
who  had  fallen  in  actions  between  the  French 
and  Turks.  I  arrived  near  the  bottom  of  it, 
where  stands  the  holy  mount,  which  has  been  sa 
eminently  distinguished,  from  our  Divine  Master 
having  addressed  himself  to  surrounding  mul- 
titudes, and  denominated  the  "  Mountain  of 
Beatitudes/*  On  alighting  from  my  mule^ 
and  ascending  I  read  upon  its  height,  with  deep 
interest,  the  sermon  delivered,  so  higlily  com- 
prehensive in  its  sublime  doctrines,  and  the 
source  of  such  strong  consolation  to  believers 
in  all  ages.t  Here  I  was  joined  by  a  ragged 
soldier,  who  had  been  stationed  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hill  by  his  Pacha,   to   protect  grass  from 

*  These  are  deposited  in  the  Hunterian  Museum,  Univer- 
sity of  Glasgow. 

f  **  And  seeing  the  muUUudes^  he  toent  up  inio  a  mouth' 
tain  ;  and  when  he  was  set,  his  disciples  came  unto  him. 

<^  And  he  opened  his  mouth,  and  taught  them,  sa3ring, 

*'  Blessed  are  th^  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kmgdom 
of  heaven. 

<<  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted. 

<<  Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth* 

<'  Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thinst  after 
rtghteousnesf,  for  they  shall  be  filled,"  &c.  &c.  &c.  —  Matt. 
V.  1—12.      • 
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the  depredations  of  travellers,  who  seemed  to 
be  overwheUned  with  gratitude,  when  desired  to 
sit  down  and  partake  of  my  repast,  which  was  de- 
voured so  greedily,  as  he  had  been  a  stranger 
to  food  for  days.  This  hill  may  have  an  eleva- 
tion of  from  2  to  300  feet,  where  the  prospect  ia 
extensive  and  beautiful.  On  the  summit  is  an 
area  of  many  acres ;  where  scattered  ruins  appear 
to  denote  it  must  antiently  have  been  the  site  of  a 
village.  Proceeding  from  hence,  I  arrived  at 
a  spot,  on  the  other  side  of  it,  where  Christ 
had  performed  miracles  in  feeding  the  multi^ 
tude  • ;  called  by  Michel,  "  The  multiplica- 
tion of  bread."  I  had  now  to  advance,  for  some 
time,  by  a  more  steep  descent ;  in  the  course  of 
which,  the  Lake  of  Genesareth,  or  Sea  of  Galilee^ 
appeared,  with  the  city  of  Tiberias,  situated  north 
and  south,  at  the  side  of  it,  inclosed  with  walls^ 
and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  circum-' 
ference.  At  thismoment,  therewas  a  rippling  redt 
sky  resembling  the  purest  gold,  a  warm  sun  just 
on  the  eve  of  setting ;  smoke  ascending  in  an 

*  ^Doy^  not  yet  understand,  neither  remember  the  five 
loaves  of  the  Jive  thousand,  and  how  many  baskets  ye  took 
up  ?  Neither  the  sevibn  loaves  of  the^our  thousand,  and  how 
many  baskets  ye  took  up  ?" —  Matt.  xvi.  9, 10. 

t  "  When  it  is  evening,  ye  say,  It  will  be  fair  weather,  for 
the  sfy  is  re^."—  Matt.  xvi.  2. 
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undeviating  upright  direction  from  the  houses^ 
the  shades  of  night  gently  approaching*;  the 
still  t  water,  smooth  as  glassi:,  and  slightly  v^ed 
by  a  chain  of  mountains  on  the  other  tdde.  A 
glimpse  of  the  pale  moong,  that  onblem  oE 
beauty,  and  glorious  lamp  of  light,  was  bdidd 
watching,  as  it  were,  a  close  of  day,  to  illu^ 
minate  benighted  worlds;  and  the  lake  itsdf 
appeared  as  in  the  bottom  of  a  bowL  A  solenut 
stillness  spread  aU  around  this  magnificent  sce- 
nery. Arab  shepherds  were  directing  their  steps 
towards  the  village  with  flocks.  ||  The  husband- 
man lingering  on  return  home  from  Wishing  the 
toils  of  day  if ;  and  every  object  gave  an  ani- 
mation to  the  scene,  that  never  can  be  properly- 
described.  In  addition  to  a  recollection  of  all 
those  glorious  events  which  occurred  throughout 
this  once  favoured  country,  and  upon  its  waters^ 
that  were  even  trodden  by  those  sacred  feet  of  the 
Redeemer  of  a  guilty  worlds  who  proclaimed  ^bd 

*  **  Et  jam  sununa  villamm  culmina  fiunanty 

Majoresque  cadunt  altis  de  montibus  umbne.'*     Virc. 

<<  While  curling  smokes  Jrom  village  tops  are  seen^ 
And  the  fleet  shadea  glide  o'er  the  dusky  green.'*     Pofk. 

f  "  He  leadeth  me  beside  the  still  %oaters.**^-^  Pudm  iLxiiL  S» 

X  ''  There  is  no  river  more  constantly  tranguU"  Josxphus. 

§  "  Praise  ye  him,  moon.**  —  ftal.  cxlviii.  S. 

II  "  Now  li^'ring  oxen,  spent  with  toil  and  heat. 

In  their  loose  tracesyrom  thejield  retreatJ*  PoTtu 

^  **  The  ploughman  honiex^ard  plods  his  weary  way." 

Gray. 
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tidings  of  salvation,  and  accomplished  miracles  *, 
to  be  handed  down  to  the  latest  period  of  time,  in 
coniinnation  of  his  divinity ;  I  say,  the  combin- 
ation of  these  unparalleled  facts,  could  not  fail 
to  stamp  on  the  mind  of  any  spectator,  who  was  a 
believer  in  the  Gospel,  sentiments  of  deep  and 
most  lasting  impression. 

I  entered  Tiberias  by  the  western  gate,  which 
is  regularly  shut  at  sun-set,  but  could  not  find  any 
other  place  to  repose  in  during  night  t  thanamiser- 
able  old  building,  called  the  Christian  church,  al- 
though more  resembling  a  dungeon,  where  light 
was  only  admitted  by  one  narrow  door.  The  en- 
trance was  by  descent,  and  in  front  a  small  court 
where  the  mules  were  tied  up.  Shortly  afler, 
a  venerable  Greek  priest,  with  bushy  head 
and  beard  of  grey  colour  t,  arrived,  with  keys 
in  his  hand ;  to  whom  there  was  presented  a 
letter,  written  in  Arabic,  which  I  had  received 
from  my  friend.  Father  Isacarus,  at  Paris,  a  na- 
tive of  Bethlehem,  who  was  of  thesamepersuasiout 
and  after  he  read  it  attentively,  mentioned^  that  as 

*  "  His  was  a  life  of  miracles  and  might  j 

And  charity  and  love."  Smart. 

"  Virtuous  and  holy,  chosen  from  above 
To  work  exceeding  miracles  on  earth."     Shakspearb. 
f  <<  Now  night's  dim  shades  again  involve  the  sky ; 
Again  the  wanderers  tvant  a  place  to  lie^ 

Parnell. 
X  "  The  beautyof o^men is  the^rey  kead^^^Frov.xx. 29. 
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accommodation  could  not  be  afforded  in  his  own 
house,  there  was  no  other  alternative  than  to  sleep 
in  the  church.  He  then  opened  the  door  with  a 
great  degree  of  formaUty,  which  I  gri^iidly 
entered  *,  to  repose  exhausted  limbs  after  being 
worn  out  with  fatigue,  aijd  the  most  oppressive 
heat  of  day.  The  floor  was  of  stone,  on 
which  I  laid  a  bed ;  but  Michel,  having  omit- 
ted to  bring  one  for  himself  from  Nazareth,  had 
recourse  to  an  expedient  of  taking  the  door  qff 
its  hinges;  and  laying  down^  was  contented  to 
stretch  himself  upon  this,  to  avoid  the  effect  of 
damp  which  arose,  and  sleep.  After  securing 
an  outer  gate  of  the  court,  by  enormous  stones, 
in  consequence  of  a  hint  given,  to  prevent  the 
mules  from  being  stolen,  my  lamp  was  lighted^ 
and  placed  on  the  altar ;  when  we  attempted  to 
find  some  repose  in  this  most  gloomy  and  novel 
abode, 

•  "  Enter  his  gates  toUh  thanksgivings  and  into  his  courts 
with  praise."— Psal,  c.  42. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

TIBBRIAS. -*  DOGS.  —  VERMIN. —  SPOT  WHBRE  THE  HOUSE 
OF  PETER  STOOD.  —  LAKE  OF  GENESARETH.  —  MIRACLES 
OF  CHRIST. —  TIBERIAS.  —  LODGING  OF  GREEK  PRIEST. 
WOMEN  ORNAMENT  THE  EYES  WITH  PAINT.  —  GOVER- 
NOR. •—  DRESS     OF     SOLDIERS. JEWS*  —  SYNAGOGUE.  — 

EMM AUS»  — TOMBS   OF  THE    UNCLEAN  SPIRITS. OBSERV- 
ATIONS. —  LUDICROUS  GROUP  OF  FEMALES. 

Although  it  has  been  somewhere  remarked,  that 


weariness 


Can  snore  upon  the  flint, 
yet  I  was  so  extremely  annoyed  by  the  barking 
of  dogs*  without,  and  an  attack  of  vermin 
from  within,  added  to  the  chilling  damp  of  this 
church,  that  I  was  a  stranger  to  such  enjoyment  j 
and  passed  one  of  the  most  restless  nights,  and 
longed  for  light  of  day.  I  arose  early,  but 
notwithstanding  all  the  miseries  endured,  these 
were  fully  compensated  by  that  honor  I  con- 
sidered to  have  enjoyed,  in  reposing  on  the 
particular  spot  where  a  habitation  of  Peter  t 
had  stood,  when  he  and  his  brethren  were  called 
from  humble  vocations,   to  follow  their  Lord 

•  "  For  dogs  have  encompassed  me."  —  Psalm  xxii.  16. 

f  "  There  is  a  church,  arched  over,  and  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter ;  mentioned  by  antient  authors,  and  said  to  be  the 
spot  where  the  house  of  Peter  was."—  Pococke's  Travels. 
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and  Master*;  in  commemoration  whereof  this 
particular  church  ^as  founded,  situated  on  the 
very  edge  of  the  water ;  to  this  several  Chris- 
tians from  Nazareth  repair  yearly,  on  a  certain 
day,  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  the  Saint ;  and 
may  occur,  in  all  probability,  to  be  the  same 
period  which  has  been  set  apart  in  the  Church  of 
England  in  sacred  recollection  of  this  Apostle. 

I  proceeded  to  visit  the  lake,  which  has  passed 
under  different  appeUations  from  sacred  writers ; 
such  as  the  <<  Sea  of  Galilee;^*  from  beingindosed 
by  Galilee,  **  Lake  of  Genesareth,  or  Gne2»rt;'' 
to  these  were  added  the  **  Sea  of  Cinnereth  and 
Tiberias;"  from  the  circumstance  of  a  town  under 
the  name  of  the  latter,  on  its  western  border,  being 
founded  by  Herod,  in  honor  of  an  Emperor  Tibe- 
rias. This  most  picturesque  sheet  of  water,  which, 
with  that  of  the  Dead  Sea,  may  be  considered 
as  the  two  principal  lakes  in  the  Holy  Land, 
would  appear  to  owe  its  visible  origin  to  the  waters 
of  Jordan,  which  flow  from  Lebanon,  a  moun- 

*  '<  And  Jesus  walking  by  the  sea  of  Galilee,  saw  two 
brethren,  Simon  called  Peter,  and  Andrew  his  brother, 
casting  a  net  into  the  sea,  for  theif  xoerejishers, 

**  And  he  saith  unto  them,  Follow  me,  and  I  will  make  you 
fishers  of  men. 

<'  And  they  straightway  left  their  nets,  and  followed  him.** 
—  Matt.  iv.  18,  19,  20. 

t  Maccab.  ii.  67. 

X  ''  And  the  fenced  cities  are  Ziddin,  Zer,  and  Hammath, 
Rakkath  and  CAinnereM.'*  —  Joshua  xix.  35. 
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tain  of  great  altitude  and  grandeur  to  be  seen 
in  the  back  ground,  to  the  north,  capped  with 
snow,  not  unlike  that  of  Ben  Lomond,  in  Scotland. 
Through  this  lake,  the  Jordan  pushes  its  course  *, 
marked  by  a  strong  current,  and  leaving  it  at 
the  southern  extremity,  and  ultimately  loses  itself 
in  that  sea,  which  may  be  calculated  at  eighty, 
or,  perhaps,  one  hundred  miles  beyond  it 

A  variety  of  opinions  have  been  entertained  as 
to  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  water;  which,  it 
is  singular,  has  never  at  any  one  period  of  time 
been  accurately  ascertained,  but  merely  con- 
jectured, from  eye«»ght  So  far,  however,  as 
could  be  judged  from  a  view  taken,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  it  may  be  about  five  miles 
in  breadth,  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  in  length. 
I  stripped  and  bathed,  which  was  most  refresh- 
ing, after  an  overpowering  heat  of  the  preced- 
es ^Yf  s^d  that  torture  experienced  from  ver- 
min during  night.  The  water  is  fresh,  to  the 
taste  most  agreeable,  and  as  there  was  not  at 
this  moment  a  breath  of  air,  I  could,  at  a 
considerable  depth,  distinctly  see  the  bottom 
covered  with  pebbles,  t  Although  it  is  ascer- 
tained, beyond  doubt,  that,  during  our  Saviour's 
ministry,  vessels  were  known  to  saU  upon  it,  to 
convey  persons  to  and  from  the  towns  on  its 

*  <<  The  river  Jordan  intersects  the  middle  of  the  lake,"^ 

JOSBPHUS. 

t  '*  It  lies  upon  a  fine  graveL"  —  Jo»xrav9. 
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borders,  and  furtlier  used  for  the  purpose  of 
fishing ;  yet  it  has  been  asserted,  by  some  tra- 
vellers, that  neither  vessels  or  boats  are  to  be 
found;  while  this  is  opposed  by  others,  who 
maintain,  these  are  actually  to  be  seen  about  the 
shores.  For  my  own  part,  I  could  not  find  one 
single  bark,  under  any  description  whatever,  dur- 
ing the  time  I  was  at  Tiberias ;  though  I  made 
most  particular  enquiries  in  the  view  of  sailing 
about  on  its  sacred  waters,  and  crossing  over  to 
the  other  side.  Now,  this  leads  me  to  ask,  that 
if  there  had  been  vessels  in  existence,  how  comes 
it  that  we  should  not  long  before  this  moment; 
have  heard  that  travellers  had  availed  them- 
selves of  these,  in  order  to  give  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  so  interesting  a  lake,  with  its  precise  depth, 
breadth,  length,  and  other  objects  of  importance; 
as  to  which  we  have  been  kept  hitherto  in  the 
dark? 

The  waters,  indeed,  contain  fish,  which  are 
caught  by  small  nets,  not  used,  however,  in  boats, 
which  would,  most  certainly,  have  been  the 
case,  had  any  such  crafl  now  existed ;  but  tliese 
are  cast  out  on  the  lake,  by  fishermen  ;  and  to 
accomplish  this,  they  walk  into  it  a  short  distance 
from  shore.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  remind 
the  reader,  that  this  particular  Sea,  as  it  is  termed 
in  Gospel  history,  and  neighbourhood,  were  places 
honoured,  above  all  others,  with  the  presence  rf 
Christ.  It  was  here  that  he  embarked  in  a  ship, 
19 
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to  go  to  different  places  about  it«  borders,  in 
prosecution  of  errands  of  mercy  *,  and  from 
which  he  instructed  the  multitude  who  had  as- 
sembled on  shore  t;  that  the  miracle  was  ac- 
complished in  an  extraordinary  draught  of  fishes 
into  ships,  when  "  he  spoke,  and  it  was 
done  t  ;** — that  he  walked  on  its  waters  §  under 
cloud  of  night,  removed  the  apprehension 
of  his  disciples  during  raging  storms,  bringing 
conviction  to  their  minds,  that,  "  of  a  truth  he 
was  the  Son  of  God.'^    And  it  was  on  these  shores 

*  "  And  he  entered  into  a  ship,  and  passed  over."  —  Matt« 
ix.  1. 

f  <<  And  he  began  to  teach  by  the  sea  side^  and  there  was 
gathered  unto  him  a  great  multitude ;  so  that  he  entered  a 
ship,  and  sat  in  the  sea,  and  whole  multitudes  was  by  the 
sea  and  on  land."  —  Mark  iv.  1,  2. 

<<  And  he  entered  into  one  of  the  ships,  whieh  was  Simon's, 
and  prayed  him,  that  he  would  thrust  out  a  little  from  the 
land ;  and  he  sat  down,  and  taught  the  people  out  of  the 
ship/'  r-  Luke  v.  3. 

X  '<  He  said  unto  Simon,  Launch  out  into  the  deep,  and 
let  down  your  nets  for  a  draught. 

'*  And  Simon  answering,  said  unto  him.  Master,  we  have 
toiled  all  the  night,  and  have  taken  nothing;  nevertheless, 
at  thy  word,  I  will  let  down  the  net. 

<<  And  when  they  had  this  done,  they  inclosed  a  great 
mtdtitude  ofJUkes ;  and  their  net  brake. 

<<  And  they  filled  both  the  ships,  so  that  they  begaq  to 
sink."  —  Luke  v.  4?^7. 

§  ^^  But  the  ship  was  now  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  tossed 
with  waves,  for  the  wind  was  contrary.  And  in  the  fourth 
watch  of  the  night  Jesus  went  unto  them  imlking  on  the 
sear  —  Matt.  xiv.  24,  25. 
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he  called  upon  the  humblest  at'  individuals*  to 
leave  their  occupations,  and  follow  him,  which  was 
instantly  obeyed;  by  abandoning  every  thing, 
to  be  witnesses  of  his  wonderful  works,  and  were 
sent  forth  ambassadors  of  his  kingdom.  No 
vestiges  are  to  be  seen  of  the  cities  about  this 
lake,  which  had  been  so  peculiarly  honoured  with 
his  presence}  such  as  Chorazin,  Bethsaidat»  and 
Capernaum,  whose  inhabitants  were  astonished 
at  his  doctrine,  having  taught  as  a  person  in 
authority 4  The  last  of  these,  Revelation  has 
pointed  to  us  as  specially  distinguished  by  the  i^ 
pellation  of  his  own  city  §  ;  and  fix>m  the  observ- 
ation, it  had  been  <<  exalted  to  heaven,"  there  is 
every  reason  to  conclude,  it  must  have  been  one 
of  considerable  extent  and  importance.  The  holy 


*  <<  And  OB  JesuB  passed  forth  from  thence,  he  saw  a  i 
Matthew,  sitting  at  the  receipt  of  custom^  and  he  said  unfo 
him,  Jbllou  me.  And  he  arose  and  followed  him." — Matt, 
ix.  d. — Matt.  xxiv.  91. 

**  T\BinJUherfnen9  no  greater  men  them  call.**      Miltok. 

f  «'  And  he  saith  unto  them,  Follow  me,  and  I  will  make 
you  fishers  of  men ;  and  they  straightway  left  their  neis^ 
and folhwed  him.*'  —  Man.  iv.  19.  Luke  v.  10,  11. 

**  Woe  unto  thee,  Chorazin !  Woe  unto  thee,  Bethsaida!  — 
Luke  X.  IS. 

X  **  And  again  he  entered  into  Capernaum.*'  —  Mark  i.  22. 

**  And  straightway  many  were  gathered  together,  inso- 
much that  there  was  no  roam  to  receive  them^  no  not  so  much 
as  about  the  door,  and  he  preached  the  word  unto  them. — 
Mark  ii.  2,  3. 

§  **  And  he  entered  intaa  ship,  and  passed  over,  and  came 
into  his  own  city.**-^  Matt.  ix.  1. 
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joy  and  delight  I  experienced  in  beholding  that 
prodigious  grandeur  of  the  whole  scenery  spread 
around  this  lake,  and  contemplating  those  won-^ 
derful  acts  which  liad  been  accomplished  upon 
the  bosom  of  its  sanctified  waters,  I  am  utterly 
unable  to  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  to  the  mind 
of  a  reader. 

I  walked  through  the  toWn;  where  on  the 
walls  there  is  mounted  one  miserable  piece  of 
artillery,  and  it  may  contain  a  population  from 
fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand.  I  was  struck 
with  its  wretchedness ;  to  which  the  French  have 
contributed  by  those  ravages  made  when  in  pos* 
session  of  the  place,  having  set  part  of  it  in  flames. 
I  proceeded  to  a  dwelling  o£  the  Ecclesiastic,  or 
Papa,  called  by  his  flock,  who  had  long  resided 
at  Tiberias,  and  to  thank  him  for  the  accommoda^ 
tion  afforded  by  the  use  of  his  church.  I  found 
the  good  old  man  with  a  most  contented  look  and 
smile,  in  an  apartment  ♦  that  exhibited  a  scene  of 
misery,  surrounded  by  numerous  children  in  rags, 
and  was  concerned  to  hear  he  had  been  looked  up- 
on as  an  object  of  hatred  by  Monks  of  Convents, 
from  having  taken  a  wife,  whom  I  also  saw,  and 
in  the  act  of  rocking  an  infant  in  the  cradle,  who 
was  a  most  complete  sloven  in  dress  and  domestic 
arrangement     She  wore  on  her  head  a  shabby 

*  '<  It  seem'd  to  speak  its  master's  turn  of  mind 
Content"  ParneLl. 

A    A 
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bandesoi,  ornamented  with  silver  coins,  which,  at 
the  least  motion,  rattled  like  bells  round  the 
collar  of  a  dog.  From  the  extraordinary  appear- 
ance of  the  countenance  of  herself  and  family,  I 
was  led  to  think  they  had  received  some  acts  of 
personal  violence,  as  their  eyes  were  encircled  with 
large  black  marks,  and  lips  covered  with  the  same 
colour.  *  On  enquiring  as  to  the  cause,  I  was 
surprised  to  be  told  that  these  stains  were  made 
with  black  powder,  to  resemble  paint,  which  I 
found,  to  be  just  as  ornamental  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  as  an  application  of  rouge  would  be 
considered  to  the  cheeks  of  fashionable  females 
in  our  country.  This  mode,  I  conceive,  to  be 
a  continuation  of  what  was  observed  as  an  ancient 
Oriental  custom,  and  to  which  such  special  allusion 
has  been  made  in  sacred  writt  The  numerous 
occupations  in  which  the  Ecclesiastic  was  busily 
engaged  in  his  hut  j:,  appeared  to  be  in  reality,  the 
counter  part  of  an  exhibition  like  that  given  in 

♦  «  They  disfigure  their facesr—  Matt.  vi.  16. 

f  "  And  when  Jehu  was  come  to  Jezreel,  Jezebel  heard 
of  it,  and  she  painted  herface^  and  tireither  heady  and  lodced 
out  at  a  window."  —  2  Kings  ix.  80. 

"  And  furthermore,  that  ye  have  sent  for  men  to  come 
from  far,  unto  whom  a  messenger  was  sent,  and,  lo,  they  came: 
for  whom  thou  didst  wash  thyself,  paintedst  thine  eyes^  and 
deckedst  thyself  with  ornaments''^  Ezek.  xxiii.  40. 

"  Disfiguring  not  God's  likeness  but  their  own, 
Or  if  his  likeness,  by  themselves  defaced."         Milton. 

X  "  By  a  hut,  I  mean  a  dwelling  with  only  one  floor." 

JOHMSOK. 
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sketches  by  artists  of  the  remarkable  industry  of 
a  Welsh  curate,  who  was  obliged  to  exercise  so 
many  domestic  acts  at  one  and  the  same  tune. 
The  Pastor  afforded  every  information  I  required ; 
said  that  the  whole  country  of  Galilee  was  tran- 
quil, and  those  persons  who  had  attacked  the 
priests  between  Nazareth  and  Jenini  had  been 
apprehended,  severely  bastinadoed,  and  con- 
demned to  pay  a  heavy  fine. 

The  heat  in  Tiberias  is  sometimes  so  extremely 
powerful,  from  being  situated  in  a  hollow  or  val- 
ley, shut  in  with  mountains,  that  the  inhabitants 
are  frequently  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  tops 
of  their  houses  to  repose  during  night,  which  is 
according  to  what  I  further  apprehend  to  have 
been  a  custom  of  great  antiquity ;  and  these  places, 
I  observed,  to  be  enclosed  with  reeds,  or  booths, 
a  plan  evidently  adopted  in  an  early  age,  and 
particularly  during  a  festival  of  the  tabernacles.  ^ 

*  <<  Go  forth  unto  the  mount,  &c.  and  fetch  branches  of 
thick  trees,  to  make  bootksy  as  it  is  written* 

"  So  the  people  went  forth  and  brought  them,  and  made 
themselves  boothsj  every  one  upon  the  roof  of  his  hotue,  and 
in  their  courts,  and  in  die  courts. of  the  house  of  God,  and 
in  the  street  of  the  water-gate,  and  in  the  street  of  the  gate 
of  fiphraim.**  —  Neh.  viii.  15, 16. 

**  At  sun-set  each  family  issues  from  their  subterraneous 
shelter,  and  ascend  to  the  top  of  the  house^  and  take  their 
evening  repast  beneath  the  arch  of  heaven,  and  under  the 
same  free  canopy  they  spread  their  bedding^ 

Sir  R.  Ksr  Porter  on  Bagdad. 

<*  Afler  we  had  quitted  the  valley,  we  arrived  at  the  village, 
and  were  conducted  to  the  top  of  the  house;  we  supped  upon 

A  A    ^  ^^->  J 
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To  the  north  of  the  town  is  a  burying  ground,  and 
the  former  is  situated  nearer  in  that  direction  than 
to  the  southern  extremity  of  the  lake  before  it. 

On  returning  to  my  quarters  in  the  churchy  I 
fell  in  with  the  Governor  on  horseback,  who  was 
represented  as  attached  to  the  Engli^  nation, 
from  those  memorable  exertions  made  at  Acre, 
who  returned  an  obeisance  I  made  to  him.     The 
dress  of  his  soldiers,  many  of  whom  form  a  guard 
at  the  gate  entering  the  town,   have  an  ap- 
pearance extremely  ludicrous,  particularly  their 
caps,  some  of  these  being  of  the  most  extra- 
vagant height  of  two  feet,  and  without  border 
or  edging.     I  passed  a  particular  district  of  the 
town,  inhabited  by  Jews,  who  exceed  in  number 
that  of  Turks,  and  maintain  they  are  descended 
from  those  who  left  Jerusalem  at  the  period  of 
the  crucifixion  of  Christ.  *    They  keep  close,  in  a 
body  totally  separate  and  distinct  from  the  other 
inhabitants;  and  have  a  synagogue,    which  I 
entered  during  divine  service ;  and  there  is  also  a 
kind  of  college,  with  a  smaU  library.     There  are 


the  roof  as  we  sat,  and  were  somewhat  surprised  at  bemg 
told  we  xoere  to  sleep  there  aUo''  — Clarke's  TVavels. 

«  We  supped  on  the  top  of  the  house,  according  to  their 
custom,  and  lodged  there^  —  Pococke's  Travels. 

*  "  And  I  will  deliver  them  to  be  removed  into  aU  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  for  their  hurt,  to  be  a  reproach  and  a 
proverhy  a  taunt  and  a  curse,  in  aU  places  whither  I  shall 

drive  them."— Jer.  xxiv,  9.  —  1  Kings  ix.  7 Ezek.  xiv.  8. 

19 
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few  Christians*  at  Tiberias,  who  are  in  great  po- 
verty, for  whom  I  had  a  peculiarly  warm  afTection, 
in  such  remote  quarter  of  the  earth,  and  had 
repeatedly  the  gratification  to  see  in  church 
where  my  abode  had  been'^taken  up,  which  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning, 
that  undisturbed  possession  of  it  might  be  en- 
joyed during  the  exercise  of  their  devotions. 

After  passing  another  most  restless  night,  from 
being  tormented  with  myriads  of  vermin,  which 
burrowed  into  every  part  of  the  clothes  in 
which  I  slept,  I  set  out  next  day,  and  rode 
down  the  western  shore  of  the  lake.  A  short 
distance  from  the  town,  I  passed  Emihaus, 
where  the  Redeemer  discovered  himself  to  his 
disciples  after  suffering  on  the  cross  t,  and  called 

*  The  Disciples  were  called  Christians  first  at  Antioch.  — 
Acts  xi.  26. 

f  <<  Then  said  Jesus  unto  them.  Be  not  afraid,  Go  tell  my 
brethren,  that  they  go  into  Galileey  and  there  shall  they  see 
me." —  Matt,  xxviii.  10, 

<<  But  go  your  way,  tell  his  disciples  and  Peter,  that  he 
goeth  before  you  ir^o  Galilee;  there  shall  ye  see  him,  as 
he  said  unto  you.  And  they  went  out  quickly."  —  Mark 
xvi.  7,  8, 

*'  And  behold  two  of  them  went  that  same  day  to  a  vil- 
.  lage,  called  Emmaus.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  sat  at 
meat  with  them,  he  took  bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake, 
and  gave  it  to  them.  And  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they 
knew  him,  and  he  vanished  out  of  their  sight."  —  Luke  xxiv. 
13.  30,  31. 

"  These  are  written,   that  ye  might  believe  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God."  —  John  xx.  31. 
A  A  3 
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by  the  Arabs  Hamam.  The  springs  of  this  place 
draw  to  them  valetudinarians  of  all  descriptions* 
The  water  is  sulphurous,  throwing  out  steam, 
as  issuing  from  a  boiler,  and  so  remarkably 
hot,  that  I  could  hardly  endure  my  naked  foot 
in  it  a  few  seconds.  In  this  direction,  and  up- 
wards of  a  mile  beyond  it,  ruins  are  scattered 
about,  from  which  it  is  obvious  that  Tiberias 
had  been  antiently  of  great  extent  Along  the 
side  of  this  tract,  and  directly  in  front  of  the 
lake,  ran  a  chain  of  rocks,  and  are  di»> 
tinctly  seen  cavities,  or  grottoes,  that  have 
braved  the  ravages  of  time.  These  have  uni- 
formly been  represented  to  travellers  as  places 
referred  to  in  Scripture,  frequented  by  miserable 
aad  fierce  objects,  where  the  miraculous  power 
had  been  called  forth  from  Christ,  on  a  re- 
markable occasion,  in  accomplishing  a  cure  of 
one  of  them.* 

*  '<  And  when  he  wafi  come  out  of  tlie  ship,  immediately 
there  met  him  out  of  the  tombs  a  man  with  an  unclean  spirit ; 

''  Who  had  his  dwelling  among  the  tombs^  and  no  man 
could  bind  him,  no,  not  with  chains.  Now  there  was  there 
nigh  unto  the  mountainsy  a  great  herd  of  swine  feeding. 

'*  And  all  the  devils  besought  him,  saying,  Send  us  into 
the  swine,  that  we  may  enter  into  them ;  And  the  unclean  spi- 
rits went  out,  and  entered  into  the  swine,  and  the  herd  ran 
violently  down  a  steep  place  into  the  sea,  (there  were  about 
two  thousand)  and  were  choked."  —  Mark  v.  2,  3. 12,  IS. 

"  Now  the  man  out  of  whom  the  devils  were  departed, 
besought  him  that  he  might  be  with  him;  but  Jesus  sent  him 
away,  saying. 
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Much  of  the  history  of  our  religion  is  n^ces- 
sarily  traditional,  particularly  in  what  respects 
local  scenes  of  events  and  miracles;  and 
therefore  the  same  rule  which  is  applicable  to 
written  history,  ought  perhaps  to  be  strictiy 
adopted  in  considering  oral  narration ;  namely, 
that  those  circumstances,  which  are  best  re- 
collected on  ^e  spot,  come  nearest  to  truths 
Errors  and  corruptions  of  the  grossest  kind,  no 
doubt,  may  creep  more  easily  into  traditions, 
than  those  to  which  records  are  liable,  in  the 
hands  of  theoretical  or  negligent  transcribers ; 
yet,  substantial  facts  may  always  be  sifted 
from  the  chaff  by  care,  such  as  I  would  most 
humbly  endeavour  to  attempt,  in  pursuing  these 
simple  reflections  and  meditations,  in  this  conse- 
crated quarter  of  the  earth. 

Into  this  digressive  observation,  I  have  been 
led  by  one  of  the  friars  in  the  convent  having 
shown  me  before  leaving  Nazareth,  several  old 
geographical  views  of  Palestine.  Of  their  date,  it 
was  impossible  to  form  any  conjecture,  although 
they  had  the  appearance  of  great  antiquity,  and 
were,  no  doubt,  carefully  preserved  for  ages,  as  if 
ordained    to    throw  light  upon  an   interesting 

"  Return  to  thine  own  house,  and  show  Aotu  great  things 
God  hath  done  unto  thee  ;  And  he  went  his  way,  and  published 
throughout  the  whole  city,  h&w  great  things  Jesus  had  done 
unto  kimJ*'^  Luke  viii.  38,  39. 

A  A    4 
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topic»  and  assist  in  the  correction  of  a  ghrm^ 
error,  that  has  found  its  way  into  the  works  of 
authors  of  modan  date,  with  respect  to  that 
precise  iq>ot  where  our  Lord  had  rebuked  this 
unclean  spirit.  Indeed^  but  for  my  own  good 
fortune^  in  seeing  these  valuable  relies,  the  error 
might  have  been  perpetuated,  and  acquired 
confirmation  from  subsequent  pilgrims,  since 
my. guide  Michel  appeared  equally  mistaken 
with  the  authors  to  whom  I  allude ;  and,  doubt* 
less,  in  his  hands,  future  travellers  may  be  im^ 
pressed  with  the  same  mistake.  Th^  have 
always  been  led  to  describe  the  hallowed  spoU  as 
lying  on  the  west  side  of  theLake,  that  is,  between 
Tiberias  and  the  foot  of  it  or  southern  extremity. 
I  own  that  the  appearance  of  tliese  excavations^ 
and  so  near,  with  the  declivity  ox  **  steep  place'* 
from  thence  to  the  water,  where  the  "herd 
of  swine  ran  down  violently,*'  do,  ex  fax^y  seem 
to  coincide  with  a  description  given  in  Scripture ; 
yet  the  truth  is,  I  perceived  from  these  antient 
maps,  that  *  the  places  are  pointed  out  as  being 
situated  opposite  to  Tiberias,  that  is,  upon  the 
other  or  eastern  side  of  the  lake;  which  I 
should  apprehend  to  be  clearly  strengthened  by 
the  very  critical  words  of  the   Gospel   itself*, 

*  **  And  when  he  was  come  to  the  otiier  side,  into  the 
country  of  the  Gergesenes,  there  met  him  two  possessed  with 
devils,  coming  out  of  the  tombs  ^xc^eding  fierce,"  (cq.  — 
Jimu  viii.  2S, 
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and  where  we  are  also  informed,  that  after  the 
accomplishment  of  this,  and  other  remarkable 
events,  our  Lord  had  gone  back  to  that  part  of 
the  lake  from  which  he  had  sailed,  and  this  a 
Jbrtiori  must  have  been  on  the  western  side,  where 
the  town  of  Tiberias  is  situated.  These  tombs, 
therefore,  I  am  humbly  disposed  to  think,  must 
have  been  on  the  eastern  side  of  this  lake,  or  in 
the  "  country  of  the  Gadarenes;"  where,  on  other 
memorable  occasions,  strong  &ith  had  been  ex- 
emplified on  the  part  of  a  woman  who  was  in  the 
crowd  following  Jesus,  by  touching  his  person, 
under  conviction,  that  virtue  would  be  imparted, 
and  have  the  effect  of  removing  a  disease  she 
long  laboured  under,  and  deemed  incurable  by 
medical  men,  which  was  accordingly  accomplish- 
ed. And  the  ruler  of  a  church  in  that  district, 
had  also  implored  his  divine  compassion  in  behalf 
of  a  young  daughter,  whose  dissolution  had  oc- 
curred, whom  he  brought  to  life.* 

*^  And  they  came  over  unto  the  other  side  of  the  seoy  into 
the  country  of  the  Gadarenes."  —  Mark  v.  1. 

^<  And  he  entered  into  a  ship,  and  passed  over^  and  came 
into  his  own  city."  — Matt.  ix.  1. 

^<  And  he  went  out  from  thence,  and  came  into  his  own  city." 

*<  And  they  arrived  at  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes,  which 

is  OVER  AGAINST  OALILEB."  —  Lukc  viii.  26. 

*  "  And  a  woman  having  an  issue  of  blood  twelve  years, 
which  had  spent  all  her  living  upon  physicians,  neither  could 
be  healed  of  any,  Came  behind  him  and  touched  the  border 
of  his  garment,  and  immediately  her  issue  of  blood  stanched. 
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I  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  lake,  which  may 
be  about  seven  miles  from  the  town,  where  I 
had  an  extensive  view  of  this  noble  expanse  of 
water,  and  stripped  at  the  ruins  of  a  bridge, 
washed  my  clothes  in  the  sacred  stream  of  Jor- 
dan, where  it  departs  from  it,  agreeable  to  a 
practice  generally  observed  by  Christians. 

Again  with  respect  to  that  particular  part  of  the 
river  Jordan,  where  the  baptism  of  our  Saviour 
had  taken  place,  by  John,  a  diversity  of  opinions 


**  And  Jesus  said,  Somebody  hath  touched  me,  fori  per- 
ceive virtue  has  gone  out  of  me. 

**  And  when  the  woman  saw  that  she  was  not  hid,  she 
came  trembling,  and  fidling  down  belbre  him,  she  declared 
unto  him  before  all  the  people  for  lu^  cause  she  had  touched 
him,  and  how  she  was  healed  immediately. 

**  And  he  said  unto  her,  Daughter,  be  of  good  comfort : 
th^foM  hoik  made  thee  whole.**  — -  Luke  vili.  48—49. 

*<  And  behold  there  came  a  man  named  Jairus,  and  he  was 
a  ruler  of  the  sjoiagogue,  and  he  fell  down  at  Jesus'  feet,  and 
besought  him  that  he  would  come  to  his  house,  For  he  had 
one  only  daughter,  about  twelve  years  of  age,  and  she  lay  a 
dying.  There  cometh  one  from  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue's 
house,  saymg  to  him,  Thy  daughter  is  dead,  trouble  not  the 
Master. 

'<  But  when  Jesus  heard  it,  he  answered  him,  saying,  Fear 
not,  believe  only,  and  she  shall  be  made  whole. 

**  And  when  he  came  into  the  house,  &c.  And  he  put  them 
all  out,  and  took  her  by  the  hand,  saying.  Maid,  arise. 

^^  And  her  spirit  came  again,  and  she  arose  straightway, 
and  he  commanded  to  give  her  meat.  And  her  parents  were 
astonished."  —  Luke  viii.  41 ,  42.  49, 50, 51,  54, 55^  56> 
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have  been  formed,  some  presuming  that  thia 
occurred  in  the  direction  of  Jericho,  beyond 
Jerusalem ;  an  opinion  so  generally  entertained, 
that  in  the  pilgrimages  of  Catholic  Christian3»  that 
place  is  exclusively  resorted  to  for  purifying 
themselves  according  to  their  tenets  from  sin,  by 
immersion.  In  my  humble  apprehension,  how-* 
ever,  this  is  notreconcileable  with  the  probabilities 
pf  local  circumstances,  which  appear  to  point  out 
that  this  sacred  ceremony  was  performed  in  the 
stream  near  Tiberias,  either  before  it  enters,  or 
after  it  leaves  the  lake.  We  are^  indeed,  told 
that  Jesus  departed  from  '^  Nazareth  of  Oalilee,'' 
where  he  was  brought  up,  to  be  baptized  in 
Jordan.  Now  the  Jordan  at  Tiberias  would  have 
been  evidently  a  more  convenient  spot,  from  lying 
nearer  in  point  of  direction  to  Nazareth,  than 
where  it  flows  near  Jericho  into  the  Dead  Sea ; 
the  former  being  only  one  or  two  days'  journey, 
whereas  the  latter  might  not  be  accomplished 
under  nearly  a  week.  Had  Jesus,  however,  pro- 
ceeded direct  from  Jerusalem,  in  the  view  of  bap- 
tism, he  most  certainly  would  have  been  nearer  to 
Jordan  by  the  way  of  Jericho,  and  we  should  have 
had  tliis  distinctly  upon  record  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  expressly  mentioned  that  he  departed 
from  Nazareth,  and  therefore  it  falls  to  be  held 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  he  had  gone  to  the 
nearest  point,   where  the  Jordan    flows,    that 
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is  about  the  lake  of  Tiberias**  In  short,  the 
truth  comes  to  this,  namely,  that  a  controversy 
exists  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  dis- 
tricts, on  this  particular  point,  for  the  promotion 
of  their  own  particular  objects. 

After  picking  up  along  shore,  great  variety 
of  shells  of  beautiful  colours  t,  I  returned  to 
Tiberias,  prosecuting  a  course  along  the  way 
taken  from  it,  and  concluding  from  other  ruins 
observed  about  this  lake,  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  it  having  been  surrounded  by  villages, 
during  the  tin^e  our  Great  Mediator  had  preach- 
ed the  word  of  God  to  astonished  multitudes. 

In  entering  the  town  I  was  amused  by  observing 
a  group  of  old  females,  sitting  cross-legged  on  the 
ground,  in  the  comer  of  a  street,  arranged  in 
the  form  of  a  circle,  smoking  with  long  pipes, 
and  in  close  conversation.  The  bowl  or  cup  of 
each  pipe  containing  tobacco,  was  brought,  to 
the  centre  of  a  circle,  and  the  form  thus  made 
by  the  pipes,  appeared  to  resemble  something 
like  a  shield. 


•  **  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that  Jesus  came 
from  Nazareth  of  Galilee,  and  was  baptized  of  John  in  Jor- 
dan."—  Mark  i.  9- 

f  <<  Among  these  was  a  beautiful,  but  very  diminutive 
kind  of  shell,  being  a  non-descript  species  of  BucdnuMj 
which  we  have  called  Buccinum  Galilseum."  —  Clarke's 
Travels. 
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In  conclusion,  it  may  be  observed,  that  I 
was  surprised  at  being  shown  those  kind  of  pens 
used  here  for  purposes  of  writing,  which  are  made 
of  reeds,  and  most  clumsy.  The  point  is  some« 
thing  similar  to  the  shape  of  those  in  our  country, 
but  without  being  slit,  and  of  course  no  proper 
hair  stroke  can  be  introduced  to  afford  facility 
in  penmanship,  and  the  letters  made  are  most 
indistinct,  appearing  as  if  they  had  been  formed 
with  a  splinter  of  wood.* 

*  Some  of  these  pens  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Hiinterian 
Museum,  Glasgow. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  TIBERIAS.  —  TENTS  OF  ARABS.— VISIT 
TO  MOUNT  TABOR. —  GLORIOUS  PROSPECT  FROM  ITS 
SUMMIT.  —  PLAt^ES  DESCRIBED.  —  RUINS.  —  RETURN  TO 
NAZARETH— -EGYPTIAN   FUGITIVE. 

After  remunerating  the  venerable  pastor  for 
the  use  of  his  church,  and  recommending  himt 
upon  his  earnest  suggestion,  by  a  written  note,  to 
the  benevolence  of  my  countrymen,  who  should 
visit  Tiberias,  I  set  out  by  sun-rise  next  mornings 
the  3d  of  March,  1819,  and  directed  my  route  to 
Mount  Tabor.  • 

I  travelled  a  considerable  distance  by  the  line 
of  way  taken  to  Tiberias  from  Nazareth,  and 
having  reached  the  Mount  of  Beatitudes  for- 
merly alluded  to,  I  turned  off  to  the  left,  and  pro- 
ceeded along  an  extensive  plain.  At  mid-day  I  ar- 
rived at  the  extremity  of  another,  where  there  are 
ruins  of  an  edifice  resembling  the  old  castellated 
buildings  in  England ;  and  a  caipha  or  tribute  is 
exigible  by  the  pacha,  from  which,  however. 
Christians  are  exempted.  I  halted  here,  and  sat 
down  under  the  shade  of  a  large  fig-tree,  at  the 
side  of  a  murmuring  rivulet     The  number  of 

*  <<  Go,  and  draw  toward  Mount  Tabor."  —  Judges  xii.  6. 
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these  trees,  and  their  particular  skuations  in  the 
Holy  Land,  bring  to  memory  many  interesting 
parts  of  the  word  of  truth.*  After  taking  refresh- 
ments with  copious  draughts  of  the  pure  stream,  I 
crossed  a  fine  valley  which  led  me  to  the  foot  of 
Mount  Tabor,  where  I  observed,  at  a  short  dis- 
tance, a  party  of  Arabs  bad  jMtched  their  tents» 
and  were  covered  with  black  cloth,  in  the  same 
manner  as  I  had  occasion  to  see  those  on  the 
plains  of  Jericho;  and  taking  the  scene  altogether^ 
it  was  not  unlike  the  exhibition  of  a  gang  of  gip- 
sies in  England.  These  tents,  with  the  retired 
situation  in  which  they  were  erected,  reminded 
me  of  such  particular  mode  of  accommodation  or 
shelter  in  the  east,  during  primitive  ages,  t  The 
guide  turned  ofi^  unwilling  to  come  in  contact  with 
these  stragglers,  apprehensive  they  might  take  a 
fancy  to  our  mules,  and  thus  save  the  animals  the 
trouble  of  carrying  us  up  the  mount.  About  mid- 
day I  ascended,  taking  a  variety  of  serpentine  di- 

*  **  And  they  sewed^^  leaves  together  and  made  apronB." 
—  Genesis  iii.  7. 

^  He  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  ofwtier.*'-^ 
FBalm  L  S.    Jeremiah  xvii.  8. 

<<  By  the  river  upon  the  banky  &c.  shall  grow  all  trees Jbr 
meat.**  —  Ezekiel  xlvii.  12. 

"  But  they  shall  sit  every  man  under  Ina  Jig-tree.*'  —  Mark 
iv.  4.    Zech.  iii.  10. 

f  "  Now  Jacob  had  pitched  his  tent  in  the  mount y  and  Laban 
wiUi  his  brethren  pitched  in  the  mount  of  Gilead."  —  Genesis 
xxxi.  25. 
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rections  for  relief  of  the  animals,  and  with 
difBculQr  attained  its  height,  from  those  ob- 
stacles encountered  by  tliickets  and  brush-wood* 
Those  views,  however,  from  the  top,  and  on  all 
sides  of  this  mountain,  most  amply  reward  the 
traveller  for  his  labour. 

This  mount,  which  is  classed  in  Scripture 
with  that  of  Hermofl*,  and  something  in  the 
resemblance  of  a  sugar  loaf,  is  insulated  on  all 
sides,  independent  of  the  mountains  aroundit,  and 
stands  with  inexpressible  dignity,  at  one  end  of  the 
great  plain  of  Esdraelon,  which  maybe  ascended 
on  all  points,  excepting  towards  the  north,  where 
it  is  rugged.  Here  I  would  observe,  that  there  is 
not,  perhaps,  to  be  found  in  the  whole  compass  of 
the  globe,  one  spot  of  earth,  from  which  a  be- 
liever in  the  Gospel  can  possibly  enjoy  a  more  sub- 
lime and  glorious  prospect,  than  from  the  summit 
of  Mount  Tabor,  which  has  been  so  celebrated  in 
the  sacred  volume,  and  held,  during  all  ages,  in 
such  high  veneration  by  Christians.  At  the  inter- . 
esting  moment  I  reached  its  greatest  height,  a 
solemn  silence  reigned;  the  sky  was  most  serene ; 
the  sun  shone  brilliantly,  which  threw  a  splendour 
over  the  whole  scenery;  and  when.  I  beheld 
that  magnificent  prospect  spread  around,  espe- 
cially of  those  places  consecrated  by  the  personal 

*  "  — —  Tabor  and   Hermon  -— -  shall  rejoice   in  thy 
name."  —  Psalm  Ixxxix.  12. 
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presence  of  our  Lord,  whose  vestments  sparkled 
with  such  inexpressible  glory,  as  to  dazzle  or  blind 
the  very  eyes  of  those  to  whom  he  disclosed  him- 
self*; and  where  so  many  interesting  miracles  had 
been  performed,  I  was  thrown  into  a  transport  of 
joy,  and  most  deeply  lamented  that  all,  who  had 
exercised  a  proper  faith  in  the  word  of  God,  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  sharing  in  those  sensations 
which  were  so  highly  awakened  by  contemplating 
the  magnificent  display  that  had  been  unfolded 
there  to  a  mortd  creature. 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  presented  to  view, 
an  extensive  plain,  which  appears  as  under  the 
feet  On  one  side  of  it,  to  the  lefl  hand,  are 
the  mountains  of  Samaria,  towards  Jerusalem; 
on  the  other,  to  the  right,  those  about  Nazareth, 
especially  the  memorable   hill  from  which  the 

*  '*  He  was  a  burning  and  a  shining  lights  —  John  v.  35. 

^'  The  Lord  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  thee."  -^  Nehe- 
miah  vi.  25. 

«  lam  Xhehrighty  and  morning  star." — Revelations  xxii.  16. 

^<  God  is  lights  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all.*'  — 
John  i.  5. 

^<  And  it  came  to  pass,  about  eight  days  after  these 
sayings,  he  took  Peter,  and  John,  and  James,  and  went  up 
into  a  mountain,  to  pray. 

''  And  as  he  prayed,  the  fashion  of  his  countenance  was 
altered ;  and  his  raiment  was  lohite  and  glistering. 

'<  And,  behold !  there  talked  with  him  two  men ;  which 
were  Moses  and  Elias, 

"  Who  appeared  in  glory,  and  spake  of  his  decease,  which 
he  should  accomplish  at  Jerusalem."  —  Luke  ix.  28.  30. 
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Jews  attempted  to  precipitate  Christ,  and  the  top 
of  Mount  Carmel,  washed  by  the  ocean,  at  an 
opposite  extiemii/  of  this  plain ;  in  another, 
lofty  Hermon,  Endor,  and  Nain,  with  the  moun- 
tains of  Gilboa*;  next,  tlie  valley  of  Jordan;  the 
spacious  plains  of  GaUlee;  sea  of  Genesaietli,  with 
its  inclosui*e  of  mountriins;  Datlian,  where  Joseph 
was  soldi,  situated  on  an  eminence,  and  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  a  point  of  elevation  alluded 
toby  Christ  in  his  sennon  on  the  mounts;  fiom 
which,  it  is  remaikably  conspicuous,  and  not  at 
a  great  distance ;  again,  the  sublime  height  on 
which  he  delivered  his  oration ;  the  loute  to  Da- 
mascus; and  Mount  Lebanon,  toweiiog  with 
prodigious  Alpine  dignity  in  the  back  ground ; 
lastly,  it  will  be  remaiked,  that  it  was  upon  this 
sacred  mountain  wheie  our  Lord  had  appeai'ed 
shining  in  the  fulness  of  celestial  glory  before  jiis 
favouiite  disciples. 

Fiom  isuch  a  point  of  altitude,  it  must  hsMe 
been  a  most  lively  pictuie,  to  behold  encamp- 
ment of  armies  in  the  extensive  plains  beneath. 
The  height,  and  striking  grandeur  of  Tabor,  re- 

*  1  Samuel,  xxviii.  4. 

f  •*  And  the  man  said,  They  are  departed  hence ;  fdr  I 
heard  them  say.  Let  us  ^o  to  Dathan  ;  and  Joseph  went  after 
his  brethren,  andjound  them  in  Daihan  ;  and  the  MidianUes 
sold  him"  —  Genesis  xxxvii.  17.  S6. 

X  "  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  citiftkat  is  set  on  a 
hill  cannot  be  hid" —  Matt.  v.  14. 
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peatedly  brought  to  recollection  many  beauti<* 
ful  allusions  made  to  objects  of  mountains  in 
Scripture,  whose  elevations  are  so  peculiarly  cele- 
brated, and  under  which  this  particular  conse- 
crated mount  is  included.  *  Different  opinions 
have  been  entertained,  by  writers,  with  regard  to 
the  extent  of  ground  on  the  summit  of  Tabor,  and 
the  cultivation  of  it  I  am,  however,  inclined 
to  tliinl^  ^hat,  taking  the  whole  of  its  plain  into 
calculation,  it  may  be  considered  to  be  nearly 
two  miles  in  diameter ;  great  part  of  which,  at 
the  period  I  stood  there,  had  been  brought  into  a 
state  of  tillage.  To  the  west,  there  are  masses 
of  scattered  ruins ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain, correctly,  whether  these  aie  the  remains 
of  a  town,  religious  establishments,  or  fortifica- 
tions ;  though  the  latter  appears  to  be  mast  pro- 
bable, since  fragments  of  walls  are  to  be  dis- 
covered.  This  fact,  and  it  must  have  been  a 
place  of  strength,  highly  favourable,  from  its 
extent,  for  the  encampment  of  an  army,  receives 
a  strong  degree  of  confirmation,  from  our  find- 
ing that  Barak  had  resorted  to  it,  with  a  nu- 
merous  force,  t  Three  grottoes  were  pointed  out, 

*  <<  The  hill  of  God,  is  as  the  hill  of  Bashan,  an  high  hilL" 
—  Psal.  Ixviii.  15. 

f  **  And  they  showed  Sisera,  diat  Barak,  the  son  of  Abinoann 
was  gone  up  to  Mount  Tabor,  &c. 

**  So  Barak  went  down  from  Mount  Tabor,  and  ten  thousand 
men  after  him."  —  Judges  iv.  12. 14. 
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said  to  be  the  tabernacles  erected  on  occasion 
of  the  transfiguration  of  Christ.  *  In  one  of  these, 
a  rude  altar  is  erected,  to  which  the  monks  repair, 
in  solemn  procession,  on  a  particular  day,  every 
year,  and  engage  in  certain  acts  of  devotion  with 
great  solemnity,  to  keep  alive  the  circumstance. 
The  names  of  different  travellers  who  have  visited 
Tabor,  are  cut  on  the  walls* 

After  I  had  passed  a  couple  of  hours  on  this 
moimtain,  and  read,  from  its  highest  pinnacle, 
during  one  of  the  most  glorious  days  I  ever  beheld 
in  my  life,  the  relations,  which  have  been  given 
by  Eviangelists,  of  an  event  the  most  interesting 
to  be  found  on  sacred  record,  I  descended  in  the 
same  direction  taken  in  the  ascent ;  and  after 
crossing  the  mountains,  arrived  at  Nazareth, 
much  exhausted,  having  walked  nearly  the  whole 
distance  from  Tiberias,  under  an  embarrassment 
from  my  eastern  dress.  At  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  I  entered  the  convent,  and  was  received 
with  open  arms  by  the  monks,  on  having  returned 
in  safety  from  making  a  tour  of  Galilee.  Here 
1  again  fell  in  with  Signior  Antonio,  the  Egyp- 
tian fugitive,  whom  I  had  left  at  JaflGi ;  and  had 
taken  up  his  abode  in  the  convent,  who  was  still 
elevated  with  ardent  spirits  as  formerly,  and  so 
far  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem. 

♦  "  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  departed  from  him,  Peter 
said  unto  him,  Jesus,  Master,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  her^;  and 
let  us  make  three  tabernacles,  one  for  thee,  one  for  Moses, 
and  one  for  Elias.*'  —  Luke  ix.  33. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

DEPARTURE     FROM     NAZARETH.  SEPHOURY.  —  ARRIVAL 

AT  ACRE.  —  HORRID  CRUELTIES  COMMITTED  BY  DJEZZAR, 
THE  FORMER  PACHA.  —  NOSE  OF  HIS  MINISTER  CUT  OFF.  — 

MURDER  OF  WIVES. MUTILATED  OBJECTS  TO  BE  MET  IN 

STREETS. INTERVIEW  WITH     PRESENT   PACHA's    PHYSI- 
CIAN. -—  HIS     RECITAL     OF     BARBARITIES. DJEZZAR's 

DEATH.  —  ACRE. CONVENT.  —  RUINS. CONSULS.  —  VI- 
SIT TO  MOUNT  CARMEL.  —  WHERE  THE  MAKING  OF  GLASS 

FIRST  DISCOVERED. CONVENT    ON     CARMEL. RETURl^ 

TO  ACRE.  —  EXECUTIONER.  —  PLACE  OF  DECAPITATION. — 
RECEIPt  OF  FIRMAN   FROM   CONSTANTINOPLE. 

On  taking  leave  of  the  brethren  in  this  convent, 
and  presenting  a  sum  for  the  use  of  their  poor, 
I  left  N^areth  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing,  ,with  my  servant  and  guide.  I  first  skirted 
across  .part  of  the  plain  of  Zebulon*;  where 
the  prospect  is  extensive  and  delightful,  and 
a  slight  view  at  the  foot  was  unfolded  of  Cana, 
half  enveloped  in  smoke.  In  passing  along,  I  had 
occasion  to  remark  the  field  which  presented  itself 
for  .the  exercise  of  sportsmen,  from  an  uncommon 
number  of  hares  skipping  about  the  tract,  and 
profusion  of  game  flying  about 

I  went   through   Sephoury,  the  place,  it   is 

*  *•  The  land  of  Zebulon,  Sfc,  hy  the  toai/  of  the  sea,  be- 
yond Jordan,  Galilee  of  the  Gentiles^"  ^^  Matt,  iv.  15. 
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said,  of  St.  Ann's  nativity  and  residence ;  and 
there  are  the  ruins  of  a  church,  erected  to  re- 
cord this  event  Some  of  the  soldiers  of  Buona- 
parte, a  name  peculiarly  odious  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  had.  been  quartered  in  the  vil- 
lage. Afler  travelling  through  diflerent  narrow 
passages  and  valleys,  until  about  one  o'clock, 
a  most  extensive  plain  came,  as  it  were  in  a 
moment,  into  view;  probably,  twelve  miles  in 
length,  and  twenty  in  breadth,  affording  a 
most  iavourable  situation  for  encampment,  or 
general  engagement.  At  the  extremity  of  this 
plain  stands  Acre,  close  to  the  sea,  where  I  ar- 
rived about  sun-set,  just  at  the  time  its  gates 
were  about  to  be  shut,  and  proceeded  to  the 
convent  This  town  stands  at  the  end  of  a  bay, 
extending,  in  the  form  of  a  bow,  and  about  twelve 
miles  to  the  point  of  Mount  Carmel,  at  the  op* 
posite  part  It  was  originally  caUed  Accfao, 
and  alluded  to  in  sacred  writ  ♦,  of  which  Acre  is 
evidently  a  corruption,  and  preceded  by  the 
words  "  Si.  Jean^**  in  consequence  of  the  place 
having  been  given  by  Richard  of  England  to 
the  Knights  of  St  John  of  Jerusalem;  and  at 
one  time  received  the  name  of  Ptolemais,  where 
the  apostle  Paul  visited  in  the  course  of  his 
voyage  along  that  line  of  coast  to  propagate  the 

♦  "  Neither  did  Asher  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  Acekoy 
nor  the  inhabitants  of  Zidon,  nor  of  Ahiab,  nor  of  Achxib, 
nw  of  Helbah,  nor  of  Aphik,  nor  of  Rehob." -^  Judg.  i,  31. 
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faith.  *  This  place  has  been  the  scene  of  a  variety 
of  bloody  contests,'  especially  during  the  period 
denominated  the  Holy  War,  and  understood 
to  have  been  the  last  from  which  the  Chi*istians 
were  driven.  The  Turks  ultimately  laid  hold  of 
it  with  a  most  numerous  army,  and  have  been 
in  possession  since  the  year  1291.  As  Acre  may 
be  held  a  key  of  the  Holy  Land,  from  having 
the  best  port,  this  may  account  for  those  violent 
efforts  made  on  tlie  part  of  Frenchmen  to  grasp 
at  it,  and  were  so  successfully  repelled  by  British 
gallantly  and  perseverance.  The  most  dis- 
tressing sight  in  town  is  the  number  of  de- 
plorable objects  to  be  met  with,  whose  faces 
have  been  so  dreadfully  disfigured  by  that  Herod, 
or  tyrant  of  the  day,  who  struck  such  dread  and 
terror  over  this  coimtry,  namely,  Acbmet,  the  for- 
mer Pacha,  or  Djezzar;  an  appellation  given  as 
descriptive  of  butcher,  and  to  whicli  he  was  so 
justly  entitled  fVom  that  frightful  catalogue  of 
atrocities  of  which  he  had  been  the  author.t  On 
entering  it,  I  was  accosted  by  a  young  man, 
sitting  at  the  principal  gate,  asking  alms,  who 
was  blind  of  both  eyest,  and  the  muleteer  in- 

*  "  And  when  we  had  finished  our  course  from  Tyre,  we 
came  to  Ptolemaisy  and  saluted  the  brethren.  And  the  next 
day,  we  that  were  of  PouVs  company  departed,  and  came  to 
Cesarea." — Acts  xxi.7  8. 

f  "  Cruely  and  have  no  mercy." —  Jeremiah  vi.  23. 

\  '<  And  there  was  a  certain  beggar^  named  Lazarus,  laid 
at  his  gate"  —  Luke  xvi.  20. 
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formed  had  been  plucked  out  by  Djezzar,  to 
whom  he  had  given  some  oflfence.  At  every  other 
step,  indeed,  in  going  along  streets,  I  met  some 
person  or  other,  old  or  young,  who  had  been  either 
deprived  of  an  eye,  ear,  or  nose.  When  the  phy- 
sician (a  Piedmontese)  of  the  present  Pacha,  who 
is  n^med  Suleyma,  a  ruler  as  much  distinguished 
for  humanity,  as  the  former  was  execrated  on 
account  of  barbarity,  favoured  me  with  a  visit, 
he  related  a  number  of  horrid  circumstances,  that 
would  freeze  the  very  blood  of  man  ;  not  only  as 
toDjezzar  destroying  the  countenances  of  so  many 
inhabitants,  but  those  butcheries  committed  from 
caprice  or  amusement;  and  whose  secluded  wives 
had  been  sacrificed,  the  number  of  whom  could 
never  be  properly  ascertained.  The  following  fact 
may  just  be  sufficient  to  shew  the  extent  to  which 
the  vindictive  refinement  of  cruelty  on  the  part  of 
that  man  had  been  carried.  One  of  these  unhappy 
creatures  having  been  unfortunately  discovered  in 
a  state  of  pregnancy,  by  an  Albanian  officer,  Djez- 
zai'  not  only  put  her  to  death,  by  plunging  a  dag- 
ger into  her  breast,  but  actually  tore  a  child  from 
the  womb  with  his  own  hands.  This  blood-hound, 
also,  not  being  able,  at  one  time,  to  discover  the 
authors  of  some  wrong  he  conceived  had  been 
committed  in  the  seraglio,  put  to  death  about 
forty  of  his  officers,  who,  being  seized,  and  laid 
bound  on  the  ground,  were  most  inhumanly  cut 
in  pieces  by  janissaries  with  swords. 
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Having  mentioned  to  the  physician  I  had  a 
letter  to  the  minister  of  the  present  Pacha,  who 
acted  in  the  same  capacity  to  Djezzar,  it  led  him 
to  allude  to  the  state  of  his  countenance  from 
having  been  included  in  those  acts  of  barbarity 
committed.  This  distinguished  public  character 
having,  in  a  single  instance,  incurred  the  displea- 
sure of  Djezzar,  was  called  before  him,  and  in- 
formed, that  had  he  not  been  a  man  of  talent,  and 
found  useful,  his  head  might  have  been  struclc 
off;  but,  as  Djezzar  had  occasion  for  his  ser- 
vices, he  would  put  nothing  more  than  a  mark 
upon  him,  viz.  by  depriving  him  of  his  nose.*  The 
executioner  was  accordingly  ordered  in  with  his 
instrument,  and  commanded  to  do  his  duty^ 
Feeling,  however,  for  the  situation  of  the  minis- 
ter, and  wishing  to  execute  the  orders  sparingly, 
he  only  cut  off  the  point  of  his  nose ;  on  which, 
Djezzar,  enraged  at  the  executioner's  disobedi- 
ence of  a  peremptory  order,  snatched  from  him 
a  large  knife  employed  in  this  savage  operation, 
and  with  this  cut  off,  brevi  manu,  the  whole  of  the 
executioner's  nose !  On  expressing  to  the  mule- 
teer, who  accidentally  happened  to  enter  my 
apartment  at  the  time  this  narrative  was  given, 
those  sentiments  of  horror  which  arose  in  my 

*  <<  I  will  set  my  jealousy  against  thee :  aiid  they  shall 
deal  furiously  with  thee :  they  .shall  take  avoay  thy  nose^ 
and  thine  ears,  and  thy  remnant  shall  fall  by  the  sword." — 
Ezekiel  xxiii.  25. 
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mind  at  the  execution  of  such  bloody  *  deeds, 
and  observing,  that  if  such  an  act  had  taken  place 
in  England,  it  might  have  led  to  rebellion,  he 
appeared  altogether  astonished  ;  and  sucli  was  his 
gioss  ignorance  of  our  happy  country  of  fiee- 
dom,  he  said  it  was  always  considered  the  power 
of  kings  of  England  was  equally  absolute  with 
that  of  their  Pachas,  who  could  tieat  their  minis- 
ter  and  subjects  in  a  similar  manner,  whenever 
they  found  themselves  disposed.  Tliis  diabolical 
character,  who  reigned  in  Acre  many  years,  was 
so  much  accustomed  to  the  shedding  of  human 
blood,  that  he  was  frequently  in  the  practice  of 
making  public  boast  of  those  unprecedented 
crimes,  in  the  frightful  shapes  in  which  these  had 
been  committed !  t 

♦  «  Deliver  me  from  blood-giiiUiness,  O  God." — Ptel.  li.  1*. 

f  la  a  work  published  since  tliese  pages  were  written,  it 
is  lamentable  to  perceive,  that  punishments  of  a  similar  na- 
ture are  practised  in  other  countries. 

*<  Among  the  varieties  of  cfuel  punishments  witli  which 
he  (the  Shah)  chastised  those  mihappy  wretches  tliat  offended 
him,  cutting  out  their  tongues,  their  ears,  and  dig.'ring  out 
their  eyes,  were  his  most  lenient  sentences.  Oae  morning, 
some  of  the  royal  Goolams  returned  from  a  domiciliary  visit 
of  tliis  kind  to  an  unfortunate  village ;  and  its  doom  having 
been  to  lose  a  certain  number  of  ei/esy  extracted  from  the 
heads  of  the  inhabitants,  the  fatal  bag  was  produced,  and 
the  sightless  organs  of  vision  poured  out  before  his  majesty ; 
and,  scrupulous  in  tlie  execution  of  his  orders,  he  began, 
wiUi  the  point  of  his  canjar,  deliberately  separating  them, 
one  by  one,  to  ascertain  if  his  sentence  had  been  punctually 
obeyed."' — Sir  R.K. Porters  Travels  in  Persia. 
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His  attendants  discovered  him  one  morning 
lifeless  in  bed  from  apoplexy  ;  and,  on  removing 
the^  clothes,  there  was  found  concealed  under  a 
pillow,  lists  of  the  names  of  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons, whose  heads  were  to  have  been  cut  off  next 
day,  happily  frustrated  by  the  stioke  of  death, 
with  which  he  was  visited  from  a  merciful  Pro- 
vidence ;  and  thus  some  stop  was  put  to  that  cui- 
rent  of  human  blood  which  had  flowed  at  St. 
Jean  d'Acre.  This  monster*,  in  the  shape  of  a 
human  being,  was  about  eighty  years  of  age  when 
he  finished  his  unheai-d-of  enonnities ;  he  has 
been  described  as  distinguished  for  strength,  well 
formed,  of  ferocious  visage,  with  long  white 
beard,  and  whose  avarice  was  unbounded  as  his 
poorer  was  most  formidable. 

On  communicating  to  tlie  physician  the  insult 
I  had  received  from  the  governor  of  Samaria, 
particulai'ly  that  vengeance  he  had  directed 
against  the  Monks,  and  my  chief  object  in 
coming  to  Acre  was  to  represent  these  to  the  Pa^ 
cha,  in  the  view  of  obtaining  redress,  he  dis- 
suaded me  from  doing  so,  on  the  ground,  that 
the  former  was  under  no  apprehension  from 
threats  of  the  latter ;  suggesting,  at  tire  same 
time,  that  complaint  be  made  to  the  Pacha  of 
Damascus,  whose  power,  of  all  others,  he  dreaded, 
and  from  whom  proper  satisfaction  might  be  ex- 

*  «<  The  oppressive,  sturdy/ man-destroying  villain." 

Blair. 
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pected.  In  consequence  of  this,  I  resolved  to 
proceed  on  a  journey  to  that  city,  in  the  cause  of 
suffering  humanity. 

St  Jean  d' Acre  is  very  strongly  fortified.  The 
memorable  siege  which  occurred  in  March,  1799* 
will  be  held  a  remarkable  event,  and  handed 
down  in  the  page  of  history.  It  is  understood 
to  owe  its  origin  to  the  Pacha's  giving  offence  to 
Buonaparte,  and  setting  him  at  defiance;  which 
was  followed  up  by  Acre,  among  other  places, 
being  marked  out  as  objects  of  ambition,  and 
to  which  he  laid  siege.  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  in  the 
Tigre  of  84  guns,  being  near  the  bay,  to  assist 
in  its  defence,  captured  a  whole  French  flotilla, 
laden  with  artillery,  which  supplied  about  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  were  mounted  on  the  ram- 
parts of  the  town,  and  in  gun- vessels.*  Buona^ 
parte  having  made  a  breach  in  the  wall,  attempted 
to  carry  the  place  by  assault,  but  repulsed  after 
various  attacks,  and  great  slaughter  arose  on  both 
sides,  during  the  space  of  sixty  days,  when  he 
abandoned  the  attempt  as  fruitless,  burned  his 
camp  and  baggiage,  and  decamped  in  disgrace. 
That  particular  part  where  the  gallantry  of  our 
brave  tars  had  been  so  signally  conspicuous,  was 
pointed  out  to  me  by  the  English  consul,  and  the 

*  "  Napoleon  said,  the  chief  cause  of  the Jailure  there  was, 
that  he  (Sir  Sidney  Smith)  took  all  my  battering  train,  which 
was  on  board  several  vessels," — Nap.  in  Exile,  by  OMeara, 
p.  209. 
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breach  against  which  Buonaparte  had  heaped 
the  dead  and  dying,  who  at  one  time  made  a 
most  narrow  escape.*  A  rampart  formed  of  the 
bones  and  bodies  of  fellow-creatures,  I  believe, 
wasi  never  before  constructed  by  any  warrior, 
having  the  least  pretension  to  a  name  of  Chris- 
tian ;  yet,  even  this  seems  to  fall  short  of  those 
direful  tales  of  horrors,  rung  in  the  ears  of  tra- 
vellers, that  had  been  committed  towards  the 
living  on  the  part  of  Djezzar  Pacha. 

The  streets  of  Acre  are  contracted  and  dirty ; 
the  bazaars  mean ;  and  the  inhabitants,  who  may 
be  stated  at  upwards  of  seven  thousand,  are  mi- 
serable ;  composed  of  Christians,  Turks,  Arabs, 
and  Jews.  There  are  stationed  consuls  for  Eng- 
land and  France ;  the  former  of  whom.  Mala* 
gamba,  is  an  Italian,  the  name  of  the  latter,  Pil- 
lanovie  f  and  their  houses^  which  are  obscure  and 
humble,  are  almost  contiguous  to  the  convent, 
and  form  part  of  a  khan,  or  quadrangular  build- 
ing, having  galleries  around,  similar  to  the  coach- 
yards  of  English  inns,  with  an  extensive  court  in 
front.  The  convent  contained  only  two  monks, 
who  received  me  Jcindly ;  and  here  I  cannot  omit 
expressing  gratitude  for  the  acts  of  civility  and 

*  <^  A  shell,  said  he,  (Buonaparte,)  thrown  by  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  fell  at  my  feet.  Two  soldiers,  who  were  close  by, 
seized  and  close  embraced  me,  one  in  front,  and  the  other 
on  one  side,  and  made  a  rampart  of  their  bodies  for  me, 
against  the  effect  of  the  shell,  which  exploded,  and  over- 
whelmed us  with  dust."  —  0*Meara,  p.  21.5. 
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hospitality  I  received  in  all  those  institutionSf 
which,  from  the  kind  of  reverence  paid  to  them 
even  by  the  Mahomedans,  afford  safe  asylums  ; 
and  comforts  are  experienced  greater  than  could 
be  reasonably  expected  in  those  countries,  where 
so  few  CIuisL»ans  travel.  From  the  terrace  of  this 
<ronvent  there  is  a  charming  prospect  of  the  sur- 
rounding country ;  although,  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  the  best  and  most  comprehensive  view  of 
Acre,  with  the  bay,  and  plain,  is  to  be  taken  from 
the  heights  on  the  road  of  Nazareth,  from  which 
I  had  the  first  sight.  It  is  unnecessaiy  to  de- 
scribe the  ruins  about  the  place,  beyond  those  of 
the  cathedral,  which  had  been  dedicated  to  St. 
Andrew  and  the  church  of  St  John,  tutelar  Saint 
of  the  city,  connected  with  a  convent  of  the 
knights  of  that  name.  There  ai'e  various  trenches 
and  temporary  works,  that  had  been  thrown  up 
by  the  French  outside  of  the  town ;  and  a  double, 
jor  outer  fortification,  I  perceived,  was  carrying  on 
by  the  Pacha,  in  order  to  put  the  place  in  a  state 
of  greater  secuiify  than  it  has  been  heretofore. 
I  pioceeded  to  Mount  Cavmel,  which  1 1 cached 
on  ililing  round  the  bay,  wheie  it  forms  a  pro- 
montory or  majestic  head  of  land;  where  in  that 
direction  vessels  ride  with  more  perfect  security, 
as  there  is  good  anchor  ground,  and  they  are  bet- 
ter sheltered  than  in  any  other  pai  t  of  it  At  this 
time  I  observed  several  were  riding  at  anchor  un- 
der a  strong  wind.    I  passed  the  river  Belus,  fa- 
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mous  for  its  sand,  used  in  the  operation  of  making 
glass,  where  the  invention  was  first  discovered ; 
and  then  anived  at  Caipha,  a  small  town  walled 
round,  close  to  the  sea,  at  the  foot  of  the  mount, 
where  I  was  recommended  to  Father  Julio,  a 
Carmelite  fiiar,  who  blends  the  duties  of  priest 
with  the  profession  of  timber  merchant,  and  ac- 
companied me  to  tlie  summit;  when  I  found 
access  difficult,  from  the  acclivily.  It  stands  from 
east  to  west.,  and  may  be  about  2000  feet  from 
the  level  of,  and  its  base  washed  by,  the  sea* ;  and 
near  it  rans  tlie  ancient  stream  of  Kishon.t  Few 
places  can  be  imagined  more  favourable,  as  a  seat 
of  silent  contemplation,  than  on  this  mount,  the 
elevation  of  which  enables  a  distinguished  prophet 
to  class  it  with  tlie  height  of  heaven,  depth  of 
hell,  and  bottom  of  the  sea.  1:  It  was  chosen  as 
commodious  for  the  erection  of  a  monastery, 
which  was  built  eighty  years  ago,  and  abandoned 
forty  after,  by  the  Carmelite  friars,  who  inha- 

*  "  As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  i^urely  as  Caimel  is  hy 
the  sea,  so  shall  he  corac."  —  Jeremiah  xlvi.  IS. 

f  "  The  River  of  Kishon,  swept  them  away,  tliat  ancient 
rivery  the  river  Kishon."  —  Jadges  v  21. 

:t  '^  Though  they  dig  into  hell,  thence  shall  mine  hand 
take  them ;  tliough  they  climb  up  to  heaven,  thence  will  I 
bring  them  down. 

"  And  though  they  hide  themselves  on  the  top  of  Carmely 
I  will  search  and  take  them  out  tlience ;  and  though  they  be 
hid  from  my  sight  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  thence  will  I 
command  the  serpent,  and  he  shall  bite  them.''  -»  Amos  ix. 
2,3. 
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bited  it,  according  to  the  information  <^  my 
monkish  guide,  in  consequence  of  the  orders 
of  a  Pacha  of  Cairo,  then  at  war  with  another 
at  Acre,  to  which  they  never  returned;  and  al- 
though in  some  state  of  decay,  it  might  still 
be  rendered  most  comfortable  at  a  trifling  ex- 
pence.  This  is  founded  on  the  spot  where 
Elijah  had  fixed  his  residence,  and  offered  up 
sacrifices*,  and  this  religious  mendicant  order, 
said  to  have  oiiginatedfrom  among  those  children, 
he  lefl  on  this  mountain.  The  extent,  altitude, 
and  peculiar  shape  of  it,  furnished  Solomon  with 
a  beautifiil  simile  explanatory  of  that  dignity  of 
our  church,  in  the  eyes  of  him  who  stands  at  the 
head  of  itt ;  and  its  fertility,  in  the  words  of 
sacred  writers,  is  oflen  held  equivalent  to  the 
fruitful  field*]:  It  is  said  there  are  to  be  found 
peculiar  stones  here,  which  in  appearance  resem- 

*  '<  So  Ahab  sent  unto  all  the  children  of  Israel,  and 
gathered  the  prophets  together  unto  Mount  Carmd. 

«  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  offering  of  the 
evening  sacrifice^  that  Elijah  the  prophet  came  near,  and  said. 
Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  let  it  be  known 
this  day,  that  thou  art  God  in  Israel,  and  that  I  amthj  servant, 
and  that  I  have  done  all  these  things  at  thy  toord.**'^  I  Kings 
xviii.  20.36. 

f  "  Thine  head  upon  thee  is  like  Cartnd ;  and  the  hair  of 
thine  head  like  purple  ;  the  king  is  held  in  the  galleries.**  — 
Sol.  Song  vii.  5. 

X  <'  And  there  was  a  man  in  Maon,  whose  possessionB 
were  in  Carmel,  and  the  man  was  very  great ;  and  he  had 
three  thousand  sheep,  and  a  thousand  goats ;  and  he  was 
shearing  his  sheep  in  Carmel^  —  1  Sam.  xxv.  2. 
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ble  fruit;  and,  as  I  was  gravely  assured  by  the 
monk,  in  consequence  of  some  particular  act  of 
Ellas,  and,  extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  these 
are  frequently  applied  as  an  antidote  against  dis- 
eases * :  but  I  could  discover  none  of  them  upon 
the  mount.  After  I  had  remunerated  the  monk, 
beingamused  by  his  conducting  me  over  an  exten* 
isive  wood  yard,  and  perceiving  from  conversation 
that  things  temporal  had  a  much  stronger  hold  of 
his  mind  than  those  of  an  eternal  nature,  I  re» 
turned  to  the  convent  in  the  evening. 

Next  day,  on  taking  my  last  walk  about  the 
town,  an  incident  occurred,  which  conveyed 
warning  to  be  cautious  in  judging  too  rashly 
from  appearances.  I  happened  to  be  going  along 
one  of  the  public  streets,  when  a  small  proces- 
sion approached;  and  as  it  drew  near  perceived 
there  was  excited  particular  sensation  among  the 
spectators,  and  solemn  effect  on  their  counte- 
nances* From  this  I  inferred,  that  such  reverence 
must  be  homage  due  to /a  personage  and 
his  attendants  who  formed  the  group.  This 
was  a  well-dressed  elderly  gentleman,  walking 
at  a  slow  pace,  of  grave  and  venerable  Sispect ; 
but  the  four  attendants  had  a  different  appear- 
ance.    On  enquiry,  it  turned  out  that  this  person 

*  **  In  the  mountains  of  Carmel  we  gather  a  great  many 
stones,  which  being  in  the  form,  as  is  pretended,  of  olives, 
melons,  peaches,  and  other  fruits,  are  commonly  imposed 
upon  pilgrims,  not  only  for  such  as  curiosities,  but  as 
antidotes  against  several  distempers."  —  Shaw. 

C  C 
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happened  to  be  the  principal  executioner,  accom- 
panied by  his  operative  ministers*  The  im- 
pressive and  profound  respect  his  appearance 
produced,  I  was  inclined  to  think,  must  have 
.been  either  owing  to  his  particular  rank,  superior 
virtues,  or  being  commanded  to  attend  at  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Pacha,  to  receive  instructions  re- 
specting some  deed  of  death,  in  which  he  was  to 
.be  officially  called  upon  to  perform  a  part 

Shortly  after  this,  another  odd  circumstance 
came  under  observation,  calculated  to  associate 
ludicrous  images  with  feelings  of  a  painful  na- 
ture. I  happened  to  pass  without  the  walls  of 
Acre,  and  near  to  a  gate  I  had  entered  it 
on  coming  from  Nazareth,  at  one  particular  part 
in  fiont  of  the  shore  where  the  heads  of  two 
persons  had  been  cut  off  scnne  days  preceding 
for  highway  robbery,  upon  which  exact  spot, 
I  beheld  a  butcher  performing,  with  great  ex- 
pedition, his  operations  of  death  on  some  poor 
calves,  which  were  aflerwards  hung  up. 

On  return  to  the  convent,  I  was  gratified  to 
receive  letters  from  his  Excellency  Sir  Rdi>ert 
Listen,  at  Constantinople,  offering  his  services  to 
facilitate  my  journey,  and  transmitting  a  letter 
of  recommendation  to  friars  of  convents  widi 
a  finnan,  or  passport,  from  the  Grand  Signior; 
which,  it  will  be  recollected,  I  had  solicited 
in  my  letter  from  Marseilles,  and  had  been  long 
in  anxious  expectation  of. 
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^BPARTURE  FOR  TYRE.  —  AQUEDUCT  NEAR  ACRE,  —  2IB.— > 
PROMONTORY. -— CISTERNS  OF  SOLOMON. —  ARRIVAL  AT 
TYRE.  —  SIEGE  BY  ALEXANDER.  — RUINS. — FORMER  SPLBK- 
DOUR  CONTRASTED  WITH  ITS  PI^SBNT  DESOLATION. 
—  REFLECTIONS  ON  PRIDE  OF  THE  OPULENT  MERCHANT.— r 
LETTER  FROM  KING  SOLOMON  TO  KING  HIRAM.  —  SUPPER 
OF  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  TYRE.  ^-  ACCOMMODATION  AT  HIS 
HOUSE. 

On  the  14th  of  March  I  took  my  departure  from 
Acre^  after  leaving  a  sum  for  the  poor  of  the  con* 
vent,  and  directed  my  course  to  Tyre.  I  passed 
an  aqueducty  which  looked  as  a  construction  re« 
cently  made  for  supplying  the  city  of  Acre 
with  water  at  the  distance  of  a  couple  of  miles 
from  it ;  and  travelled  along  a  plain  between  the 
mountains  and  sea,  observing  Zib  situated  on 
the  shore,  presumed  to  be  Ach-Zib  alluded  to  in 
Scripture.  • 

The  most  striking  object  that  attracted  atten* 
tion,  in  the  course  of  this  journey,  was  a  stupendous 
rock,  over  which  a  road  has  been  cut,  many  parts 

*  **  The  outgoings  thereof  are  at  the  sea,  from  the  coast 
tQ  Ack'zib"  —  Joshua  xix.  29. 

<*  Neither  did  Asher  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  Accho 
(Acre)y  nor  the  inhabitants  of  Zidon  (Sidon) ;  nor  of  Ahlab^ 
nor  ofAchzib"  —  Judges  i.  31. 
c  c  2 
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of  it  only  a  few  feet  in  breadth,  and  laborious  to 
ascend,  from  being  almost  perpendicular.  On 
the  summit  a  beautiful  landscape  is  laid  open; 
and  the  chalky  clifis  exhibit  it  most  conspicuous 
at  sea,  from  which  it  is  adopted  as  a  land-mack; 
and  in  consequence  has  been  denominated  the 
**  White  Promontory.'*  This  road  is  said  to  have 
been  formed  by  Alexander  the  Great;  but  when 
the  vast  trade  of  Tyre,  and  intercourse  with 
that  city,  Acre,  and  other  places  in  these 
directions,  are  attended  to,  it  will  appear  more 
likely  to  have  been  an  operation  of  the  enter- 
prising merchants  of  that  celebrated  emporium, 
whose  opulence  and  ambition  would  have  been 
commensurate  to  the  accomplishment  of  any 
object,  however  arduous,  for  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  commerce. 

I  passed  Rasleyn,  where  there  are  aqueducts, 
contrived  and  founded  by  the  king  of  Israel, 
supposed  to  have  formed  part  of  that  compen- 
sation which  had  been  made  to  Hiram,  king  of 
Tyre,  in  consideration  of  the  materials  fiir- 
nished  and  assistance  rendered  in  building  that 
splendid*  edifice  at  Jerusalem,  in  obedience  to 

♦  "  The  whole  frame  consigted  of  stones  polished  to  the 
highest  degree  of  perfection,  and  so  artificially  put  together, 
there  was  no  joint  to  be  discerned,  no  sign  of  any  working 
tool  being  upon  them  ;  but  the  whole  looked  more  like  the 
work  of  Providence  and  Nature,  than  the  product  of  art  and 
human  invention,  &c.   The  very  floor  of  the  temple  was  over- 
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a  paternal  command  given  to  Solomon  *,  not  for 
the  use  of  man,  but  to  the  glory  and  honour  o£ 
the  King  of  kings ;  an  act  which  has  rendered 
his  name  immortal,  and  proclaimed  him  one  of 
the  wisest  and  most  mighty  of  all  monarchs  who 
reigned  at  any  one  period  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth.t  On  this  occasion,  unfortunately  time 
would  not  admit  of  deviating  from  that  direct 
course  I  laid  down,  to  follow  out  and  proceed 
to  examine  these  extraordinary  fountains,  which 
must  evidently  have  been  constructed  for  a  sup- 
supply  of  the  dty  of  Tyre  with  water. 

After  travelling  close  by  the  sea  shore,  I 
arrived  by  sun-set  at  Tyre,  having  a  glance  of 
the  summit  of  Mount  Lebanon  to  the  north-east, 
in  the  direction  of  Damascus  1:,  and  proceeded 
to  the  house  of  a  Greek  ecclesiastic,  dignified 
with  the  title  of  Archbishop,  having  been  recom- 
mended to  him  by  an  inmate  of  the  convent  at 
Acre,  who  promised  to  accommodate  me  with 

laid  with  beaten  gold ;  the  doors  were  large,  and  proportion- 
ed to  the  height  of  the  walls,  twenty  cubits  broad,  and  still 
gold  upon-gold."  —  Joseph  us. 

*  «  And  David  said  to  Solomon,  The  house  that  is  to  be 
builded  for  the  Lord  must  be  exceeding  magnificaly  of  fame 
and  of  glory  throt^hout  all  countries'* —  1  Chron.  xxii.  5. 

f  "  So  king  Solomon  exceeded  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  for 
riches  and  wisdom." 

»  J  "  Thy  nose  is  as  the  tower  of  Lebanon,  vohich  looketh 
toward  Damascus"  —  Sol.  Song  vii.  4r. 
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lodgings;  which,  however,  under  enting  cir- 
cumstances, could  not  be  extended  bejond  thit 
night. 

In  the  early  ages,  Tyre,  in  Phoenicia,  allotted 
to  the  tribe  of  Ash^*,  now  freqoendy  called  Sur, 
was,  {>erhaps,  of  all  other  maritime  cities  in  the 
globe,  more  highly  exalted  for  riches  and  com- 
merce, since  her  very  "  merchants"  were  de- 
dared  to  be  ''as  princes,*'  and  a  most  interesting 
description,  with  those  professions  carried  mi 
within  its  wails,  has  been  handed  down  in  the 
Book  of  Truth,  t  It  was  not,  however,  merely 
in  a  commercial  point  of  view  that  it  was  hdid  up 
to  the  worlds  at  large  as  an  object  of  wonder 
and  admiration.  Among  the  variety  of  trades 
exercised  in  this  city,  that  in  dying  was  most 
distinguished,  particularly  on  account  of  a  dis- 
covery made  of  that  beautiful  purple  tint  whidi 
poets  have  celebrated  as  the  chief  ingredient  in 
the  magnificence  of  vestments  of  monarchs  and 
their  judges,  and  siqpposed  to  have  been  extracted 
from  a  particular  fish.  I  could  not,  however, 
distinctly  learn  if  such  kind  of  fish  was  at  present 
to  be  found  on  the  Tynan  shores  j  although  it  is 

*  Joshua  xix.  29. 

f  See  tile  whole  o^  the  27th  chapter  of  Esektel. 

t  **  Thou  didst  enrich  the  kings  of  the  earth  with  the 
multitude  of  thy  riches  and  of  thy  merchandise" — Eiek. 
xxvii,  33. 
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said  to  exi&t  in  some  parts  of  South  Americai 
and  instances  have  occurred  of  siinilar  &|>ecie8 
having  been  found  an  our  own  shores  during 
the  sixteenth  century,  and,  as  I  understand,  on 
the  coast  of  Somersetshire. 

During  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  considerable 
importance  must  have  been  attached  to  the  city, 
since  it  is  frequently  alluded  to* ;  with  its  neigh- 
bourhood^ where  a  confirmation  of  his  divinily 
had  been  exhibited,  by  the  miracle  accomplished 
in  healing  the  daughter  of  a  woman  of  Canaan, 
on  her  own  urgent  prayer  t ;  a  proclamation  of 
which  had  the  effect  of  causing  great  multitudes 
from  tliat  and  other  cities  along  its  coast  to  follow 
him  t,  and  also  others  brought  labouring  under 
diseases  to  be  cured  by  the  word  of  his  power  §; 

♦  «  Woe  unto  thee,  Chorazin !  woe  unto  thee,  Bethsaida ! 
for  if  the  mighty  works  which  were  done  in  you  had  been 
done  in  Tyns  and  Sidqn,  they  would  have  repented  long 
ago  in  sackcloth  and  ashes."  —  Matt.  xi.  21. 

f  "  Then  Jesus  departed  into  the  coast  of  Tyre  and  Sidon* 
And  behold  a  woman  of  Canaan  came  out  of  the  same,  and 
cried  unto  him,  saying,  Have  mercy  on  me,  O  Lord,  thou 
son  of  David ;  my  daughter  is  grievously  vexed  with  a 
devil,  &c. 

<<  Then  Jesus  said  unto  her,  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith : 
be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt.  And  her  daughter  was 
made  whole  from  that  very  hour,"  —  Matt.  xv.  22 — 29. 
,  X  ^^  A  great  multitude  from  Galilee  followed  him,  and 
from  Judea»  and  they  about  Tyre  and  Sidon,  when  they  had 
heard  ifhaX  great  things  he  had  done."  — Mark  iii.  7>  8. 

§  *'  And  a  great  multitude  of  people  from  the  sea  coast  q^ 
c  c  4 
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ttsjt  even  by  Ihe  mere  touch  of  his  person,  since 
he  was  overflowing  with  virtue.  *  Further,  it  was 
at  Tyre  that  the  apostk  Paul  had  landed  in  the 
course  of  a  voyage,  and  passed  some  time  in  the 
society  of  those  who  had  embraced  the  ftith  of 
bis  Divine  Master,  t 

Seme  of  the  most  memorable  incidents  in  the 
siege  of  this  place,  which  had  taken  place  under 
Alexander  the  Great,  may  be  generally  men- 
tioned. 

Although  the  other  cities  of  Syria  and  Phce- 
nicia  had  submitted  to  this  conqueror,  yet  the 
Tyrians,  a  great  and  flourishing  people,  were 
most  unwilling  to  be  included  under  the  rod  of 
iron  he  held  in  hand.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
avert  his  displeasure,  they  dispatched  ambassa- 
dors to  the  army,  with  valuable  presents  for  his 
acceptance,  entreating  that  he  would  calculate 
upon  their  alliance  as  friends.     Alexander,  com- 

Tyre  and  Sidon,  came  to  hear  him,  and  to  be  healed  of  their 


^'  And  they  that  were  vexed  with  unclean  spirits,  and  they 
were  healed."  —  Luke  vi.  17,  18. 

*  **  And  the  whole  multitude  sought  to  touch  him :  for 
there  went  virtue  out  of  him,  and  healed  them  all."— Luke 
vi.  19. 

f  *^Now  when  we  had  discovered  Cjrprus,  we  left  it  on 
the  left  hand,  and  sailed  into  Syria,  and  landed  at  Tyre. 

**  And  finding  disciples,  we  tarried  there  seven  days,"-*- 
Acts  xxl.  3,  4« 
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prefaending  the  motives  of  such  acts  of  complai- 
sance, accepted  these  gifts,  and  proposed  to 
pay  a  visit  to  the  city,  in  the  view  of  ofiering 
sacrifices  to  an  image  of  idolatry  worshipped  in 
the  temple  of  Hercules  erected  there.  The  Ty- 
rians,  however,  suspecting  that  such  intention 
was  not  in  a  religious  point  of  view,  but  a  rtise 
de  guerre^  declined  the  honour  of  his  presence 
within  their  wails ;  and  this  being  construed  into 
an  insult  on  the  part  of  Alexander,  he  resolved 
to  lay  siege  to  it,  and  enter  it,  not  as  a  visitor, 
but  a  conqueror.  On  the  other  hand,  the  inha- 
bitants, exasperated  at  his  insolence,  agreed  he 
should  never  appear  among  them  in  that  charac- 
ter ;  and  therefore  resolved  to  defend  the  city. 
The  communication  of  it  with  the  sea,  insular  situ- 
ation, and  prodigious  height  of  its  walls,  founded 
an  opinion  of  the  impracticability  of  any  siege 
being  successful ;  and  therefore  the  threat  was 
treated  with  contempt.  Alexander  had  no  sooner 
formed  a  resolution  to  lay  hold  of  it,  than  he 
put  into  a  state  of  requisition  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  surrounding  country,  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  the  construction  of  a  mole  from  the  shore 
to  the  city,  in  order  to  reduce  the  Tynans  to 
submission.  This  undertaking  also  was  at  first 
regarded  by  the  inhabitants  with  derision,  and 
their  whole  navy  employed  to  counteract  the 
operation ;  efforts,  however,  that  had  the  efiect  of 
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bringing  the  genius  and  skill  of  Alexander  into 
greater  exercise.  Satisfied  that  so  long  as  the 
Tynans  continued  masters  of  the  sea,  the  object 
could  not  be  effected,  he  collected  a  fleet  to  con* 
tend  with  the  navy  brought  against  him;  by 
which  he  was  enabled  to  finish  the  construction 
of  this  mole,  and  directed  his  battering-rams  with 
such  vengeance  against  the  bulwarks,  that  a 
breaeh  was  accomplished.  The  courage,  how- 
ever, of  the  inhabitants  even  here  was  not  ex- 
tinguished. They  continued  to  build  up  during 
night  those  breaches  which  had  been  formed 
by  proceedings  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
adapted  a  variety  of  ingenious  devices  to  harass 
and  defeat  the  invaders;  for  instance,  letting 
down  nets  and  hooks  from  their  highest  towers 
among  the  scddiers  underneath,  drawing  them  up 
like  fish  from  the  bottom  of  the  ses^  and  shower- 
ing down  clouds  of  sand  that  had  been  made 
red  hot  Although  Alexander  was  astonished, 
and  could  not  fail  in  his  own  mind  to  applaud 
the  bravery  maniiested  on  the  pvt  oi' the  Tyriansj 
yeif  ultimately  overcoming  their  courage,  and 
all  those  stratagems  exercised  as  the  art  of  war, 
he  thus  became  conqueror  of  Tyre,  after  a  siege 
that  endured  nearly  twelve  months. 

On  the  death  of  Alexander,  Tyre  exhibited 
some  symptoms  of  recovery,  and  maintained  a 
conmierdal  character.     When  it  submitted  to 
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the  Rcmucpi  yoke  it  began  to  decay,  as  Alexaiidria 
had  at  that  time  seduced  firom  it  many  of  the 
most  opulent  merchants.  Since  that  period,  its 
crumbling  approaches  to  almost  total  anniliir 
lation;  and  it  is  now  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Mahomedan. 

The  city  is  situated  at  the  extremity  of  a 
peninsula,  nearly  one  mile  from  the  line  of 
main  land,  and  appears  to  have  been,  at  one  tim^ 
a  small  island,  detached  from  the  continent; 
whidi  I  apprehend  to  be  confirmed  by  the  re<r 
peated  language  of  prophecy.  *  It  was  inclosed 
with  walls  t,  that  originally  must  have  been  of 
vast  strength,  and  towers,  having  holes  or  i^er- 
tures  for  making  observations ;  part  of  which 
still  remain.  At  present,  there  are  seve^ 
buildings  of  stone;  and  the  inhabitants  may  be 
estimated  from  3  to  4000,  several  of  whom  are 
Christians.  The  port  is  frequented  by  vessels 
from  different  parts;  and,  in  the  bay,  I  remarked 

*  <<  Be  still,  ye  inhabitants  of  the  Isle;  thou  whom  the 
merehants  of  Zidan^  over  the  sea,  hare  repleni^ed.**— - 
Isaiah  xxiix.  2. 

**  The  renowned  city,  which  was  strong  in  the  sea»**^ 
Ezek.  XX vi.  17. 

**  Thou  art  skuated  at  the  ejUry  of  the  sea"  —  Ezek. 
xxvii.  3. 

**  Then  the  coast  tumeth  to  the  sh'ong  city  of  Tyre.''-^ 
Josh.  xix.  29. 

t  "  They  shall  destroy  the  toaOs  of  Tyrus,  and  br^ai  (hwn 
her  to^vers."  —  Ezek.  xxvi*  4. 
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several  lai^  ships  riding  at  anchor.  From  the 
local  situation,  it  affimls  every  convenience  in 
shipping  the  productions  of  Damascus  for  Alex- 
andria and  other  ports,  and  discharging  those  ar- 
ticles intended  for  the  use  of  the  former  dty 
those  countries  around  it,  and  at  a  distance 
from  being  the  nearest  public  port;  between 
which  and  Tyre,  Scripture  acquaints  us,  there 
was  anciently  great  intercourse.*  The  prc^hets, 
it  may  be  remarked,  appear  to  draw  the  same 
character  of  Tyre  as  given  by  St.  John  of  the 
mystical  Babylcm,  in  his  inspired  Revelation,  and 
denounce  against  both  nearly  similar  judgments,  t 
But,  alas !  what  a  woeful  spectacle  the  dty 
presents  at  this  moment  to  the  eye,  compared 
with  that  former  unriyalled  splendour,  and  *^  per- 
fect beauiy,"  by  which  it  was  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished, as  it  had  been  eloquently  treated  ofl 
It  forces  a  spectator  to  exclaim,  in  the  peculiarly 
strong  language,  <<  Now,  thou  son  of  man, 
take  up  a  lamentation  for  Tyrus/'t  Never  shall  I 
forget,  when  stumbling  among  its  shattered  walls, 
mouldering  or  giving  way  at  every  step  taken, 
mourning,  as  it  were,  over  the  malediction  o£ 
Heaven  and  ravages  of  time,  and  beholding  those 

*  *<  Damascus  was  thy  merchant,  in  the  muUitude  of 'Wires 
of  thy  making"  —  Ezek.  xxvii.  18. 
t  Revehilion ;  see  the  whole  of  chap,  xviii. 
t  Ezek.  xvij.  2. 
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masses  of  scattered  ruins  around^  how  deeply 
I  was  impressed  with  the  literal  trutli  and 
fulfilment  of  those  terrible  denunciations  directed 
against  the  city  by  the  strong  arm  of  an  aveng- 
ing omnipotence.  *  At  this  particular  moment, 
there  was  forced  on  my  mind  a  comparison  be- 
tween Tyre,  when  it  flourished  in  all  its  pomp  and 
grandeur,  and  was  supreme  mistress  of  the  seas, 
where  the  art  of  navigation  was  first  discovered ; 
and  the  state  in  which  not  only  London,  but  Britain 
herself,  must  have  been,  during  this  particular 
reign  of  prosperity.  And,  on  the  other,  the  po- 
verty and  wretchedness  existing  in  Tyre  at  this 
moment,  the  extinction  of  its  wealth,  and  utter 
annihilation  of  its  wooden  wallst,  with  all  that 
opulence  and  luxufy  now  to  be  discovered  in 
an  English  metropolis,  that  has  been  marked 
down  as  the  first  capital,  or  most  **  renowned 
city,'*  in  the  world  j  whose  powerftil  navy  has 
triumphantly  commanded  the  sweeping  dominion 
of  seas,  and  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of 
enemies. 

*  "  I  will  make  thee  like  the  top  of  a  rock;  thou  shalt  be 
a  place  to  spread  nets  upon ;  thou  shalt  be  built  no  more, 
for  i  have  spoken  it,  saith  the  Lord  God."  —  Ezek.  xxvi.  14. 

t  "  Thy  pilots,  and  all  thy  men  of  uoar  that  are  in  thee, 
shall  fall  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  in  the  day  of  thy  ruin. 

<<  The  suburbs  shall  shake  at  the  sound  of  the  cry  of  thy 
pilots. 

"  How  art  thou  destroyed  that  wast  inhabited  of  seafaring 
men  /"  —  Ezek.  xxvii.  27,  28..  xxyu  17. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


398  TTBE. 

At  the  same  time  tkat  I  draw  this  contrast  let 
me  address  the  prmcely  and  haughty  merchant  of 
Albion,  and  entreat  that  I  may  be  clearly  under- 
stood. It  is  most  remote  fit>m  my  wish,  that  the 
following  observations  should  in  any  shape  apply 
tohim  who  is  industriously  engaged  in  lawful  com- 
merce, to  acquire  a  proper  competence  for  him- 
self, relatives,  and  dependants ;  but  I  point  at 
that  accountable  being,  who  thinks  not  one  mo« 
ment  of  balancing  in  the  scale  the  vast  interests  of 
time  with  those  of  eternity,  in  consequence  of 
his  heart  being  swelled  and  pufied  up  with  gor- 
geous wealth*;  and  never  satisfied  with  that  in- 
satiable love  of  aggrandisement  t,  which  chains 
him  to  the  very  earth,  and  absorbs  the  whole 
powers  of  mind  and  soul,  as  the  only  one  thing 
needfult;  and  looks  down  with  contempt  on  his 
fellow-creatures  in  humble  circumstances.  I 
would  solemnly  say  to  those  individuals  in  such 
a  state  of  mind,  **  Go  to  Tyrus,  that  mounifid 
scene  of  desolation,  once  the  most  proud  city  § 

*  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his 
riches ;  but  let  him  that  glorieth,  glory  in  this,  that  he 
underBtandeth  and  knoweth  me,  that  I  am  the  I^rd."  — 
Jer.  ix.  23,  24<. 

f  <<  A  man's  Ufe  consisteth  not.  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  which  he  possesseth." — Luke  xii.  15. 

X  "  He  that  loveth  silver  shaU  not  be  sut^fied  with  siWer, 
nor  he  that  loveth  abundance,  with  increase.  This  is  also 
Taiiity."-*£ccL  v.  10. 

§  «  By  thy  great  wisdom^  and  by  thy  .traflc,  hast  thou 
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on  the  fiK;e  of  this  earthy  where  you  will  find  how 
awfiiUy,  and  to  the  very  utmost  letter,  the  righte- 
ous and  threatened  vengeance  of  God  has  been 
fuliilled  *,  and  exhibiting  an  eternal  monument  c^' 
the  instability  of  ail  human  greatness/' — There, 
to  his  mind  will  conviction  be  powerfully  brought 
home,  of  the  vanity  of  riches,  and  all  those  un- 
bounded stratagems  which  are  exercised  in  order 
to  pile  up  wealth  to  an  enormous  extent ;  upon 
which  his  heart  is  fixed  as  an  idoliy  and  onfy  poT'^ 
tion  in  thistle.  In  a  word,  tliose wrecks  remaining 
of  the  once  exalted  superiority  of  proud  Tyre,  the 
hearts  of  whose  merchants  were  so  highly  ele^ 
vated  with  pride  on  account  of  their  opulence^:* 
will  teach  an  impressive  lesson ;  and  also  instruct 
that  one  day  must  arrive,  when,  however  un- 

increased  thy  riches^  and  thine  heart  is  lifted  up  because  ov 
THY  RICHES.**  —  Ezek.  xxviii.  5. 

<<  Behold,  I  am  agwnst  thee,  O  thou  mostproHdy  saith  the 
Lord  God  of  Hosts;  for  thy  day  is  come,  the  time  that  I  will 
visit  thee."  —  Jer.  1.  31 . 

»  "  I  will  cast  thee  to  the  ground. 

"  Thou  shalt  be  a  terror,  and  never  shaU  thou  he  any  more, 

*^  And  they  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord»  when  I  shall 
haye  executed  judgments  in  her.'* — Ezek.  xxviii.  17.1 9. 22L 

f  "  Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep  and  howl  for  your  mise- 
ries that  shall  come  upon  you  ;  your  riches  are  corrupt,  your 
gold  and  silver  is  cankered,  and  the  rust  of  them  shall  be  a 
•witness  against  you."  -^  James  y.  1  --S. 

:|:  *'  What  hath  man  of  all  his  labour,  and  of  the  vexation  of 
his  heart,  wherein  he  hath  laboured  under  the  sun?"— 
Eccl.  ii.  22. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


400  TYRE. 

bounded,  in  point  of  extent,  the  mass  of  weahh 
may  have  been,  all  recollection  of  it  will  be 
blotted  out;  and  those  great  cities  where  the 
proud  man  now  fares  sumptuously  laid  level 
with  the  dust,  and  neither  recognize  him  nor  his 
unbounded  treasures.* 

Taking  the  fact  as  related  by  Josephus,  a  cor- 
respondence had  taken  place  between  Kings 
Solomon  and  Hiram,  previous  to  building  the 
temple,  explanatory  of  that  friendship  subsisting 
between  these  monarchs,  as  confirmed  by  the 
history  given  in  the  book  of  inspiration  t;  and  it 
may  be  interesting  to  introduce  here  to  the  notice 
of  the  reader,  the  tenor  of  it  according  to  this 
historian. 

King  Solomon  to  King  Hiram,  greeting. 

**  Be  it  known  unto  thee,  O  king,  that  my 
father  David  had  it  a  long  time  in  his  mind  to 
erect  a  temple  to  the  Lord;  but  being  perpe- 
tually in  war,  and  under  the  necessity  of  clearing 
his  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  making  them  all 
his  tributaries,  before  he  could  attend  to  this 
great  and  holy  work,  he  hath  left  it  to  me,  who 

*  '<  There  is  no  remembrance  ofjarmer  things,  neither 
shall  be  any  remembrance  of  things  to  come,  with  those  that 
shall  come  after." — £ccl.  i.  13. 

f  1  Kings  v. 
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in  time  of  peace  hath  to  begin  and  finish  it,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction,  as  well  as  the  prediction, 
of  the  Almighty  God.  Blessed  be  his  great 
name,  for  the  present  tranquillity  of  my  domi* 
nions!  and,  by  his  gracious  assistance,  I  shall 
now  dedicate  the  best  improvements  of  this 
liberty  and  leisure  to  his  honour  and  worship  ^ 
wherefore  I  make  it  my  request,  that  you  will 
let  some  of  your  people  go  along  with  some  ser* 
vants  of  mine  to  Mount  Libanus,  to  assist  them 
in  cutting  down  materials  towards  this  building, 
for  the  Sidonians  understand  it  much  better  than 
we  do.  As  for  the  workmen's  reward,  as  wages, 
whatever  you  think  reasonable,  shall  be  punc- 
tually paid  them/' 

The  above  letter,  combining  the  principles  of 
wisdom  with  those  of  piety,  was  followed  by 
this  answer. 

**  Nothing  could  have  been  more  pleasant  to 
me,  than  to  understand  that  the  government  of 
your  blessed  father  is  devolved,  by  God's  provi- 
dence, into  the  hands  of  so  excellent,  so  wise, 
and  so  virtuous  a  successor.  His  holy  name  be 
praised  for  it!  That  which  you  write  for  shall 
be  done  with  all  care  and  good-^1  ^  for  I  will 
give  orders  to  cut  down  and  export  such  quan- 
tities of  the  finest  cedars  and  cypress-trees  as  you 
shall  have  occasion  for.  My  people  shall  bring 
them  to  the  sea-side  for  you,  and  from  thence 
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ship  them  away  to  what  port  you  please,  where 
they  may  be  ready  for  your  men  to  transport 
them  to  Jerusalem.  It  would  be  a  great  obti*^ 
gation,  after  all  this,  to  allow  us  such  a  provision 
of  corn,  in  exchange,  as  may  stand  with  your 
convenience;  for  that  is  the  commodity  we 
islanders  want  mosf 

The  gratification  whichSolomon  experienced  by 
the  receipt  of  this  dispatch  induced  him  to  take 
the  hint  of  Hiram,  and  not  only  present  him 
with  twenty  thousand  measures  of  wheat,  and 
twenty  measures  of  the  finest  oil ;  but  come  to  a 
resolution  that  these  supplies  should  be  furnished 
to  him  annually.  * 

The  present  Archbishop  of  Tyre  is  a  most 
venerable  personage,  well  informed,  and  fix)m 
having  long  resided  in  Rome,  enabled  to  speak 
the  Italian  language  with  perfect  facility.  On 
showing  him  the  patent  letter  I  received  there, 
we  talked  much  of  that  capital,  and  on  his  al- 
lusion to  the  Pope,  asked,  if  I  had  been  intro- 
duced to  him,  and  he  condescended  to  shake 
hands  with  me ;  and  having  replied  in  the  affir* 
mative,  the  eyes  of  his  Grace  brightened,  and 
I  conceived  this  information  had  the  effect  of 
prompting  him  to  double  his  attention  to  me. 
Supper  being  ordered,  lights  and  a  cushion  were 
laid  upon  the  floor.     He  took  his  place  on  it, 

*  1  Kings  T.  11, 
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sitting  cross-legged,  with  a  long  pipe  at  his  side, 
and  desired  me  to  follow  his  example.  A  piece 
of  carpet  was  spread  out,  where  I  accordingly  sat 
down,  and  put  myself  into  the  same  narrow  com- 
pass ;  keeping  in  view  the  admonition  "  when 
you  are  in  Rome,  do  as  others  there."  This  was 
followedby  large  oval  pewter  dishes  being  brought 
in  and  placed  on  the  floor  before  him,  containing 
mashes  of  rice,  oil,  breads  vegetables,  with  wine 
and  liqueurs.  After  offering  up  thanks,  and 
making  a  sign  of  the  cross,  he  desired  my  servant, 
who  was  in  waiting  at  a  distant  part  of  the  room, 
to  sit  down  and  join  us.  This,  however,  I  ob- 
jected to,  informing  his  Lordship  that  in  Britain 
servants  were  never  allowed  to  sit  down  in  com- 
pany with  archbishops  and  persons  of  distinction, 
or  even  their  masters ;  as  such  an  act  would  be 
held  highly  derogatory  to  their  dignity,  and  abo- 
lish distinction  of  ranks,  and  therefore  expressed  a 
hope  he  would  forgive  me  for  adopting  the  prac- 
tice of  my  native  country  on  this  occasion,  name- 
ly, to  allow  the  domestic  just  to  stand  and  wait 
upon  me.  This  reftisal  I  found  mortifying  in  the 
extreme  to  my  servant,  who  was  anxious  to  avail 
himself  of  the  archbishop's  suggestion,  since  he 
considered  it  to  be  the  highest  possible  honor  that 
could  be  conferred  on  him,  a  Greek,  and  of  the 
same  religious  persuasion;  and,  indeed,  never  did 
D  D  S 
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forget  it  during  the  future  time  he  was  in  my 
service. 

I  found  a  tolerably  good  apartment  provided 
to  repose  during  night ;  and  early  next  morning 
arose,  greatly  refreshed  by  a  sound  sleep,  and 
made  preparations  for  departure,  on  a  further 
prosecution  of  my  journey. 
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CHAP.  XXVII. 

DEPARTURE   FROM    TYRE.  —  ZAREPTA,  WHERE   NHRACLES  OF 

'    ELIJAH    PERFORMED. ARRIVAL    AT    8IDON.  —  FORMER 

IMPORTANCE  OF  IT.  —  ARTS  AND  SCIENCES. INVENTION 

OF   THE   ALPHABET   AND  ARITHMETIC. PRESENT  STATE 

OF  IT. TRADE.  —  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  LADY  HESTER 

'-    STANHOPE.— HER   POLITENESS. —  GENERAL   CHARACTER. 

1  TOOK  leave  of  the  venerable  archbishop  early  in 
fbe  morning  on  the  l6th  of  March,  and  put  into 
his  hands  a  trifle  for  the  poor  of  his  church. 

The  morning  was  charming  *,  and  a  most  bril- 
liant sun  arose  from  his  chambers,  rejoicing  as  it 
were,  "to  run  his  course,*'  when  I  set  off  from 
that  lamentable  mass  of  ruins  which  envelope  the 
once  gorgeous  city  of  Tyre,  and  directed  my 
course  to  Sidon.  I  proceeded  along  shore,  then 
passed  the  river  Cassimir,  and  halted  at  a  khan 
on  the  sea  side  on  the  left,  calculated  to  be 
about  halfway  between  Tyre  and  Sidon,  having 
a  most  distinct  view  of  the  village  of  Zarepta,  on 
the  top  of  a  mountain  to  the  right  hand,  about 
a  mile  distant,  and  regretted,  that  from  the  ar- 
rangements  I  had  made,  it  precluded  a  possibi- 
lity of  turning  off  the  tract  to  visit  it  This  vil- 
lage, though  marked  with  humility  in  appearance, 

*  "  Now  mom,  her  rosy  steps  in  the  eastern  clime 

Advancing,  sow'd  the  earth  with  orient  pearl."—- Milton. 
D  D  3 
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has  been  eminently  distinguished  for  the  residence 
of  Elijah  *,  during  a  famine  in  the  land  of  Israel; 
where  the  little  all  presented  to  the  prophet  by 
an  inhabitant  and  disconsolate  widow,  from  her 
barrel  of  meal,  was  rewarded  in  a  manner  equally 
bountiful  as  it  was  miraculous  t ;  on  whom  a 
higher  recompence  wasconferred,  by  his  restoring 
to  life  1:  that  son  who  was  the  special  object  of  the 

•  ^*  Arise,  get  thee  to  Zarepkatky  which  belongetb  to  ZiAm, 
and  dwell  there :  behold,  I  have  commanded  a  widow  there  to 
sustain  thee.*'  —  1  Kings  xvii.  9. 

^<  But  I  tell  you  of  a  truth,  many  widows  were  in  Israel  in 
the  days  of  Eiias,  when  the  heaven  was  shut  up  three  years 
and  six  months,  when  great  famine  was  throughout  the  land  ; 

**  But  unto  none  of  them  was  Elias  sent,  save  unto  Sartpta^ 
a  citi^  of  SidoUf  unto  a  incman  that  was  a  xtidcmJ* — Luke  iv. 
25—26. 

f  <'  And  she  said^  as  the  Lord  thy  Grod  liveth,  I  have  not  a 
cake,  but  an  handful  of  meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a 
cruse ;  and,  behold,  I  am  gathering  two  sticks,  that  I  may  go 
in  and  dress  it  f(Nr  me  and  my  son,  that  we  may  eat  it,  and  die* 

**  And  Elijah  said  unto  her,  Fear  not,  go  and  do  as  thou 
hast  said;  but  make  me  thereof  a  little  cake  first,  and  bring 
it  unto  me,  and  after  make  for  thee  and  thy  son. 

'<  And  she  went  and  did  according  to  this  saying  of  Elijah^ 
and  she,  and  he,  and  her  house  did  eat  many  days. 

<'  And  the  barrel  of  meal  wasted  not^  neither  did  the  cruse 
ofoU/aily  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord^  which  he  spate 
hy  Elijah, 

<<  ^d  it  came  to  pass,  after  these  tlnngs,  that  the  son  of 
the  woman,  the  mistress  of  the  house,  fell  sick,  and  his  sick- 
ness was  so  sore,  that  there  was  no  breath  left  in  him.  — > 
1  Kings  xvii.  12—17. 

X  <<  And  he  cried  unto  the  LcMrd,  and  said,  O  my  Lord 
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Affection  of  his  benefactor,  which  brought  con- 
viction to  her  mind,  that  he  was  in  truth  a  de« 
liverer  sent  from  heaven.  *  After  taking  refresh- 
ment, and  collecting  some  beautiful  shells  which 
abounded  on  the  shore  t,  I  continued  the  journey, 
and  arrived  at  Sidon  in- the  evening,  which  I  had 
previously  perceived  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance overlooked  by  the  peak  of  Mount  Le- 
banon, in  the  direction  of  Damascus,  an  elevation 
adopted  as  one  of  those  images  which  frequently 
occur  in  the  style  of  sacred  historians,  expressive 
^f  dignity  in  the  Christian  church.  1: 

Zidofii  or  Sidon^  owes  its  name  to  the  eldest  of 
the  sons  of  Canaan  §,  and  comprehended  under 
those  <*  lots''  or  possessions  formally  marked  out 


ray  God !  hast  thou  also  brought  evil  upon  the  toidotOy  with 
whom  I  sojourn,  by  slajring  her  ton  ? 

**  And  he  stretched  himself  upon  the  child  three  times, 
and  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  said,  O  Lord  my  God !  I  pray 
thee,  let  this  child's  soul  come  into  him  again. 

<*  And  the  Lord  heard  the  voice  of  Elijah,  and  the  soul  of 
$ke (/hSd  came  into  him  agaifiy  and  he  revived" —  1  Kings  xvii. 
20—22. 

•  <<  And  the  woman  said  unto  Elijah,  By  this  I  know  that 
thou  art  a  man  ofGody  and  that  the  word  of  God  in  thy  mouth 
if  truth:*  —  1  Kings  xvii.  24). 

f  Specimens  of  these  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Hunterian 
Museum  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

j:  **  Thy  nose  is  as  the  tower  of  Lebanon^  tiohich  looketh 
iMarde  Danuucm"  —  Sol.  Song  vii.  4. 

%  **  And  Canaan  begat  Sidonj  his  first  bom." —  Gen.  x.  15. 
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to  the  tribe  of  Asher.*  It  aiq>ear8  to  have  beelt 
of  greater  antiquity  than  Tyre,  although  both 
have  been  classed  in  their  characters  as  sisteis» 
arising,  most  likely,  from  their  contiguity;  and 
publicly  considered  a  city  of  large  extent  and 
importance,  since  it  has  been  distinguished  by  the 
title  of  "  Zidon  the  Great"  t  Among  various  arts 
and  sciences,  inventions  of  the  alphabet  and  arith- 
metic,  operations  in  making  glass,  and  a  d]&> 
tinguished  skill  in  casting  and  sculptured,  which 
has  been  celebrated,  and  an  unrivalled  dexterity 
in  hewing  of  wood  §,  will  hiand  down  a  Sidonian 
name  in  the  page  of  history  to  the  latest  period 
of  time. 

The  commercial  pursuits  also  of  this  people 
were  as  lucrative  as  they  were  extensive,  II 
and  those  abundant  materials  for  purposes  of 
ship-building  in  the  adjoining  mountains,  especi^ 

*  <<  And  the  fifth  lot  camQ  out  for  the  tribe  of  the  children 
of  Asher,  according  to  their  families. 

V  And  their  border  was  &c.  Ac,  even  unto  great  Zidon.** — 
Joshua  xix.  24t.  28. 

f  **  And  Hebron,  and  Rehob,  and  Hammon^  and  Kanab, 
even  unto  Gr€(ft  Zidon*'  —  Joshua  xix.  28. 

^  ^*  A  silver  urn,  that  full  six  measures  held, 
By  none  in  weight  or  workmanship  excelled ; 
Sidonian  artisth  L"  ightthe  frame  to  shine, 
EUibarate  vnth  artifice  divine." 

§  *^  For  thou  knowest  that  there  is  not  among  us  any  that 
can  skill  to  hew  timber  like  unto  the  SidoniansT* —  1  Kings  v.  6- 

II  '*  Be  still,  ye  inhabitants  of  the  isle;  whom  the  merchants 
hf  Zidon,  that  pass  oi^er  the  sea,  have  replenishedJ*  -^  Isaiah 
xxiii*  2n 
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ally  about  Mount  Lebanon,  so  extolled  for  its 
lofty  cedars,  being  within  reaeh,  and  also  com- 
modious ports  stretched  along  a  line  of  coast, 
enabled  them  to  engage  in  foreign  trade,  or  ac- 
cording to  Scriptural  expression,  **  pass  over  the 
sea,"  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  hold  them 
out  highly  opulent.  Their  views  were  thus  di- 
rected to  all  parts  of  the  world ;  to  the  then 
savage  shores  of  Britain,  Mediterranean,  and 
even  stretched  as  far  as  the  Black  Sea.  Of  all 
those  enterprises,  however,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered most  remarkable,  and,  in  itself,  deeined, 
at  that  time,  as  great  in  point  of  importance 
as  the  voyage  of  Columbus,  may  be  classed 
one  undertaken  on  account  of  Necho,  king. of 
Egypt  Having  taken  skilful  Phoenician  mari- 
ners into  his  services,  and  sent  out  great  fleets 
which  were  dispatched  on  the  Red  Sea,  through 
the  straits  of  Babelmandel,  in  the  prosecution  of 
discoveries,  boldly  cruized ;  doubled  the  pro- 
montory, now  called  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; 
returned  during  the  third  year  from  departure^ 
by  Gibraltar,  and  anchored  safely  at  Alex- 
andria. 

Although  Sidon  may  be  only  occasionally 
alluded  to  in  the  volume  of  inspiration*,  and 

*  "  If  the  mighty  works  which  were  done  in  you,  (Chora- 
^in  and  Bethsaida)  had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon^  t&ey 
would  have  repented  long  ago,  in  sackcloth  mid  ashes."-* 
M»tt.  xi.  21. 
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not  8o  frequently  mentioned  as  other  places; 
yet,  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose,  that  city 
was  comprehended  under  those  honored  with 
the  presence  of  Christ ;  since  it  is  known  that  he 
frequented  that  particular  part  of  the  country,  in 
prosecution  of  his  errands  of  peace  and  good-will 
to  a  fallen  world.  *  It  enjoyed  also  the  presence 
of  his  ambassador,  in  a  great  apostle  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  in  prosecution  of  the  voyage  made 
to  Italy,  when  he  visited  those  brethren  who  had 
embraced  the  Christian  ftith  established  there,  t 
Sidon,  as  it  stands  at  this  moment,  is  a  small 
town,  rising  gradually  from  the  sea  shore,  and 
exhibits  much  misery.  The  climate  is  consi- 
dered peculiarly  mild;  the  streets  are  ex- 
cessively narrow,  many  of  these  under  archways, 
as  at  Jerusalem;  and  the  inhabitants  may  be  es- 
timated at  about  seven  thousand,  fifteen  hundred 
of  whom,  I  was  informed,  were  Christians,  who 
have  places  of  worship ;.  and  the  Jews  also  a 
synagogue.  Considering  the  small  extent  of 
this  place,  trade  at  this  moment  is  pretty  con- 

•  '<  But  Jesus  withdrew  himself,  with  his  disciples,  to  the 
sea,  and  a  great  multitude  followed  him,  &c.:  and  they 
about  Tyre  and  Sidony  a  great  multitude,  token  they  had 
heard  xx>hat  great  things  he  didy  came  unto  him."  — Mark  iii. 
7,8. 

f  <*  And  the  next  day  we  touched  at  Sidon,  and  Julius 
courteously  entreated  I^ul,  and  gave  him  liberty  to  go  unto 
his  friends  to  refresh  himself."—  Acts  xxvii.  5. 
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siderable.  Large  quantities  of  silk  are  gathered 
in  the  neighbourhood,  abounding  with  mulberry 
trees,  to  which  the  worm  of  industry  is  so  pecu- 
liarly attached,  and  executes  the  very  nice  and 
delicate  texture  of  this  article.  I  visited  several 
apartments  where  the  Sidonians  carried  on  oper- 
ations  of  weaving ;  and  the  article  of  silk,  which 
was,  I  think,  about  the  sixteentli  century  first  used 
by  the  clergy  of  England  may,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  originally  exported  from  this  country.* 
The  trade  of  dyeing  also  occupies  attention,  espe- 
cially in  bringing  forth  gaudy  hues ;  but  the  red 
appears  to  be  most  predominant  of  all  colours. 
A  chief  occupation,  however,  seemed  to  be 
making  of  boots,  shoes,  and  slippers,  with  fine 
Morocco  leather.  All  the  gardens  are  beautiful 
and  luxuriant,  and  those  walls  surrounding  the 
town  in  a  state  of  ruin.  On  the  south  side,  upon 
an  elevation,  is  situated  a  once  formidable  castle, 
now  in  a  dilapidated  state,  reported  to  have  been 
founded  by,  and  as  a  place  of  residence  for  one 
of  the  kings  of  France,  who  has  been  ranked  as 
one  of  the  saints;  although,  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think,  it  was  erected  for  the  purpose  of  guarding 
this  town  from  invasion.  There  are  also  the  ruins 
of  a  second  on  a  rock  in  the  sea,  having  a  commu- 
nication with  land  by  a  bridge  with  many  arches 

•  Note.  —  Some  of  the  silk  of  Sidon  may  be  seen  in  the 
Hunterian  Museum,  Glasgow. 
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of  stone.  Vessels  ride  at  anchor  under  a  ridge  of 
rockSy  a  short  distance  from  shore,  but  I  had  not 
occasion  to  perceive  any  at  the  time  I  was  there. 
No  person  either  in  Sidon  or  Tyre  acts  in 
the  capacity  of  consul  for  Britain.  These  are 
only  stationed  in  Joppa  and  Acre,  on  this  line 
of  coast,  as  I  formerly  mentioned ;  and  also  at 
Bayreuth,  to  which  I  shall  afterwards  conduct 
the  reader.  There  is,  however,  a  French  consul, 
named  Ruffini ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that,  for 
almost  time  immemorial,  consuls  of  that  nation 
have  exclusively  acted  there,  and  thrown  open 
^eir  doors  for  the  reception  of  travellers.  Since 
there  was  no  proper  convent  to  which  recourse 
could  be  had  for  accommodation,  I  applied  to 
this  gentleman  on  arrival;  whp  conducted  me 
to  a  clean  and  comfortable  apartment,  in  his 
house,  large  and  commodious,  one  of  the  best 
in  town ;  from  whom  I  received  much  poUte^ 
ness.  The  consul  appeared  to  be  in  a  complete 
state  of  inactivity,  and  heartily  tired  of  the  place; 
of  which  he  complained,  not  only  from  its  re- 
mote and  solitary  situation,  but  few  vessels  arriv- 
ing there;  from  which  he  could  not  calculate 
even  on  a  moderate  revenue  for  support  of  him- 
self and  family ;  in  short,  the  emoluments  were 
so  exceedingly  trifling,  he  had  resolved  to  throw 
up  the  office,  and  solicited  his  government  for 
letters  of  recal. 
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Having  been  informed  that  Lady  Hester  Stan- 
hope lived  at  what  was  formerly  denominated 
"  The  Convent  of  Elias,"  situated  in  the  moun- 
tains, about  six  miles  distance,  and  she  had  fitted 
it  up  in  modem  style,  as  a  place  of  residence  ;  I 
took  the  liberty  of  expressing  my  wish,  in  a 
polite  note,  to  have  the  honor  of  paying  my 
personal  respects  to  her  ladyship.  I  Umented, 
however,  to  find  this  was  impracticable,  from  her 
indisposition  at  the  time.  We,  however,  ex- 
changed several  communications;  when  I  had 
abundant  proofs,  not  only  of  her  ladyship's 
distinguished  abilities  and  liberality  of  sentiment, 
but  that  particular  attention  towards  the  traveller; 
and  she  req^uested  I  would  not  only  freely  avail 
myself  of  the  services  of  her  interpreter,  but 
command  the  use  of  horses. 

The  indefatigable  exertions  which  had  been 
used  by  my  illustrious  friend,  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  not  only  in  behalf  of  suffering  humanity, 
but  after  the  noble  example  of  his  revered  father  *, 
respecting  the  interests  of  a  rising  generation, 
in  the  cause  of  education,  having  been  touched 
upon,  in  the  course  of  our  correspondence ;  it 
was  gratifying  to  my  feelings  to  find  Lady  Stan- 
hope speak  in  such  exalted  terms  of  this  bene- 
volent Prince,  and  express  a  hope,  that  "she 
never  would  forget  it  was  his  Royal  Highness 

*  «  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  every  poor 
child  in  my  dominions  will  be  able  to  read  his  Bible."  — 
George  the  Third. 
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who  had  made  a  true  British  soldier  of  a  beloved 
brother  she  lost  in  Spain."*  Having  imparted 
the  way  and  manner  adopted  under  the  system 
followed  in  England,  patronized  by  his  Royal 
Highness,  in  **  training  up  a  child  in  the  way  it 
•  should  got,'^  I  presented  her  ladyship  with  a 
copy  of  the  last  report  published  by  the  Society  in 
London;  which  I  found  directing  her  attention 
to  that  rapidity  with  which  the  system  was  spread- 
ing over  the  world  t,  and  respectfully  entreating 
that  her  extensive  influence  might  be  called  into  , 
exercise,  to  establish  the  plan  at  Sidon,  and 
other  places,  as  beneficial  effects  might  be  ex- 
pected to  be  derived;  and  the  Society,  co- 
operating with  her,  would  use  every  exertion 
to  promote  an  object  of  such  importance. 

The  dragoman,  or  interpreter  of  her  ladyship, 
who  was  fifty  years  of  age,  and  had  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  gentleman  than  any  in  that  character 
I  had  seen,  was  most  attentive  and  communi- 
cative; who  rode  a  noble  white  horse,  he  had 
just  received  from  her  as  a  gift      I  was   ac- 

*  Presumed  to  be  Major  Charles  Stanhope. 

f  "  We  would  cause,  as  we  very  easily  may,  by  God's 
help,  all  the  youth,  that  now  are  of  the  English  nation,  to 
be  put  to  learning ;  and  that  they  diould  be  set  about  no 
other  business,  till  they  first  know  how  to  read  English/' — 
Alfred  the  Great. 

X  *^  About  three  thousand  schools  have  been  established, 
under  this  plan,  in  Britain  wstd  abroad ;  fifty  in  Asia,  and 
twenty  in  Afiica." 
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companied  by  him  about  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood; conducted  to  his  house;  afforded 
every  information ;  and  he  mentioned  a  variety 
of  circumstances  respecting  the  popularity  and 
generosity  of  Lady  Stanh(^,  who,  it  appears, 
adopts  the  costume  so  peculiar  to  the  east  Hav- 
ing particularly  enquired  if  her  ladyship  enter- 
tained an  idea  of  returning,  to  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  her  days,  or  paying  a  visit  to  Eng- 
land, he  observed  it  was  unlikely ;  and  her  re- 
mains would  repose  in  that  quarter  of  the  world 
in  which  she  had  resided  so  long,  and  where  her 
attachment  was  strong.  Here  I  would  take  the 
opportunity  of  confirming  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  this  individual,  not  only  with  regard 
to  that  marked  afiection  and  interest  manifested 
on  the  part  of  this  personage  of  rank  towards  the 
people  of  Sidon,  but  the  various  acts  of  benevo- 
lence exercised  by  her,  whose  "  heart  is  open  as 
day  to  melting  charity." 

I  presume,  it  may  be  known  to  the  reader^ 
that  her  ladyship^  who  was  nearly  allied  to  the 
late  Mr.  Pitt,  prime-minister,  and  long  directed 
her  attention  to  his  domestic  concerns,  enjoys  a 
handsome  peni^on  from  the  British  government; 
which,  I  should  conceive,  on  a  calculation  of  the 
value  of  money  and  prices  of  articles,  may  be 
neariy  three  times  the  amount  in  this  country 
than  in  England ;  which  enables  her  ladyship  to 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


416  LADY    STANHOPE. 

Stretch  forth  her  hand  to  promote  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  many  around  her.     No  person^ 
in. short,  can  be  held  in  higher  estimation  ;  and 
more  beloved,  nay,   idolized  in  that  country; 
whose  name,  even  to  the  very  lowest  class  is 
always  in  the  mouth  of  an  Arab  ;  by  whom  she 
is  sometimes  styled   **  Princess,**  and  another, 
"  My  Leddie ;"  thousands  of  whom  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  would,  upon  an  emergency,  be 
at: command,  and  lay  down  their  lives  in  her 
cause.      In  short,  her  benevolence  here  is  ex- 
tensive and  judicious;   and,  in  every  place  I 
visited,  (for  she  has   travelled  over  the   Holy 
Land),  I  found  the  name  of  Lady  Stanhope  men- 
tioned,  either  in  one  way  or  other,  with  the 
highest  veneration  and  respect    Any  letter  of  re- 
commendation  indeed,  imder  her  hand,  in  favour 
of  travellers,  may  be  considered  a  sufficient  pass- 
port, and  sure  to  meet  with  the  proper  attention. 
It  has  naturally    excited    surprise,    that  her 
ladyship,  who  is  of  a  highly  cultivated  mind,  and 
an  English- woman  by  birth  and  education,  should 
prefer  to  live  in  this  remote  corner  of  the  earth, 
widely  separated  from  friends  in  England;  and 
sarcastic  sneers  have  been  most  reprehensibly 
thrown  out  on  this  account.     But  may  I  not  be 
£tHowed  to  ask,  since  it  is  the  wish  of  her  lady- 
ship, who  is  unquestionably  the  mpst  competent 
j  udge,  to  choose  a  climate  suited  to  her  own  health 
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animo  remanendi,  and  contribute  to  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  a  particular  tribe  of  her  fellow 
creatures ;  how  can  her  right  to  this  election  be 
called  in  question  any  more  than  that  the  reader, 
or  his  friends,  should  be  blamed  for  fixing  upon 
any  particular  spot  on  the  Continent,  or  else- 
where, as  a  permanent  residence,  either  for  the 
benefit  of  health,  economy,  the  promotion  of 
benevolent  objects,  or  other  considerations  ? 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  further  to  mention, 
that  among  other  marks  of  attention  from  her  lady- 
ship, she  sent  a  note,  that  if  I  was  disposed  to  look 
.  at  a  stud  of  horses,  considered  to  be  the  best  in 
Arabia,  orders  would  be  given  to  her  domestics 
to  turn  them  out  on  the  road  I  intended  to  take 
on  proceeding  for  Damascus,  upon  naming  the 
hour  when  I  should  proceed  thither. 

Afler  offering  respectful  acknowledgements  to 
Lady  Stanhope  for  her  politeness,  and  presenting 
the  consul  with  a  French  opera  glass,  for  the 
hospitality  shown  during  the  two  days  I  had  been 
under  his  roof,  I  bid  adieu  to  Sidon  on  the  fore- 
noon of  the  18th  of  March. 
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CHAP.    XXVIII. 

DlPARTURfi   FROM   SIDOK.—  LADY  STANHOPK's   HOmStiS. — 
JOintNET  THRO0OH  THE  MOUHTAINS.— CONlTRHT  OF  8*- 

8ALVAOORB.  —  ROM AMTIC  BITUATIOH. AUTHOR  TAKMH 

IN  VILLAGE  FOR  DOCTOR.  —  ANECDOTE  OF  AN  ARAB, 
BLIND  FROM  BIRTH,  IMPLORING  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO 
SIGHT. PASSAGE  OVER  MOUNT  LEBANON. —  GREAT  AL- 
TITUDE. *— DANGER  FROM  TRAVELLING  THROUGH  BNOW. 
—  VALE  OF  AVSN. —  TRACK  THROUGH  THE  MOUNTAINS.*^- 

VIEW   OF     DAMASCUS. ARRIVAL.  —  FIRMAN     TREATED 

CONTEMPTUOUSLY. FRANCISCAN   CONVENT.  —  PROOF   OF 

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  PATENT  LETTER  FROM  ROUB. 

On  the  eve  of  my  departure  from  Sidon,  Louis 
Maron,  the  mterpreter  of  Lady  Stanhope*  caUed 
with  her  compliments^  and  mentioned  that,  in  re- 
ference to  her  communication,  domestics  ivere  in 
waiting  with  horses,  about  a  couple  of  miles  fiom 
town,  where  he  had  been  directed  to  attend  me. 
In  consequence  of  this,  accompanied  by  th^ 
dragoman,  I  proceeded  to  the  spot,  and  found 
a  train  of  servants  richly  dressed  in  the  oriental 
style,  leading  up  and  down  several  beautiful 
horses.  On  alighting  from  my  humble  mule,  he 
put  into  my  hand  a  note  from  her  ladyship,  de- 
scriptive of  the  names  and  pedigree  of  some  of 
the  best  of  these  noble  animals,  which  runs  thus : 
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Aba  El  Haster^Slsive  of  thy  WUl— the  blade 

horse. 
Abaaz  Diamond-^ihe  young  horse ;  three  years 

old  next  June.  * 
^s/mmd — The  Bird — the  white  nuM:e;  race  erf 

the  famous  Duher  El  Omer^  of  whose  name 

Vohiey  speaks. 
Z^ra— of  the  race  of  Mahomet's  fine  mare. 
Xeite  — Juliet  of  the  East — the  young  mare^ 

riiree  years  old  next  October. 
Bifit  as  Jbura  —  Daughter  of  the  Bird  —  one 

year  and  six  weeks  old. 

After  being  gratified  with  a  view  of  the  whole 
of  this  princely  stud,  and  luinding  over  some 
piasters  to  the  servants,  I  proceeded  on  my 
journey,  taking  an  eastern  direction;  and  after 
a  short  way,  struck  off  to  the  right  hand,  and 
ascended  the  mountains.  It  is  impossible  to 
convey  a  description,  in  adequate  terms,  of 
the  delightftil  ride  I  enjoyed,  those  sublime 
prospects  whjich  surrounded  on  all  sides,  and  on 
looking  back  on  the  country  I  had  left,  frpm 

*  Note. — To  this  beautiful  horse,  her  ladyship,  in  an 
accompanying  letter,  directed  the  particular  attention  of 
the  author,  as  it  was  her  intention  to  send  it  "  as  a  humble 
oflTering  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duk«  of  York,  whode 
name  she  can  never  utter  without  an  impression  of  gra^ 
titude," 
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these  mountains  towering  with  inexpressible 
Alpine  grandeur.  The  ocean  was,  to  my  eye, 
boundless;  the  town  of  Sidon,  and  its  shores, 
a  distant  view  of  Acre,  with  the  diversified  val- 
leys, in  some  parts,  affording  the  richest,  and  in 
others  the  wildest,  landscapes ;  and  the  whole 
rendered  clear  and  distinct  by  a  brilliant  sun, 
and  serene  atmosphere,  seemed  to  be  as  under 
my  feet ;  objects  of  such  indescribable  magnifi- 
cence, that  were  strongly  calculated  to  heighten 
those  devotional  sentiments  which  crowded  on 
the  imagination. 

I  arrived  at  the  monastery  of  St  Salvadore 
in  the  evening,  and  delivered  to  a  monk  for 
the  superior  the  letter  I  received  from  Rome; 
and  in  consequence  was  conducted  to  an  apart- 
ment. 

Never  was  a  spot  that  the  most  fertile  im- 
agination can  figure,  more  highly  beautiful, 
romantic,  and  better  adapted,  from  seclusion, 
for  holy  contemplation,  than. the  mountain  on 
which  this  monastery  is  founded;  bearing  a 
strong  resemblance  to  that  of  Mount  Tabor, 
in  Galilee,  formerly  described,  and  commands 
an  extensive  prospect  of  the  ocean,  with  the 
whole  surrounding  country.  When  I  enjoyed 
the  holy  purity  of  the  air  of  this  place,  and 
its  lofty  sequestration,  my.  mind  was  elevated 
to  the  contemplation  of  that  Great  Being  «  who 
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weighed**  these  "  mountains  around  in  scales,** 
and  held  that  "  water**  in  the  **  hollow  of  his 
hand.** 

From  such  an  elevation,  I  conceived  as  if  I  was 
looking  down  on  the  follies  and  vanity  of  this 
earth,  and  every  sublunary  object;  and  almost 
reconciled  to  those  opinions  which   have  been 
entertained  in  favour  of  a  monastic  life.     Never 
could  any  mind  capable  of  the  slightest  degree 
of  serious  reflection  discover  a  more  wide  con- 
trast than  existed  between  this  peaceful  abode, 
on  the  pinnacle  of  a  rock,  an  ear  listening  to  the 
Almighty  worshipped  in  privacy    and  silence; 
and  that  toil  and  bustle  so  conspicuous  in  the 
world,  where  pursuits  are  so  incessantly  made 
after  one  only  idol  which  never  can  satisfy  the 
immortal  soul,  but  pierces  its   possessors   with 
an   accumulation   of  cares,    and  so  many   sot- 
rows.*'  • 

The  ascent  to  this  convent,  from  the  mountain 
being  steep,  is  diflicult;  and  an  industry  has 
been  exercised  by  friars,  in  fertilizing  it,  that  is 
remarkable;  who  have  formed  gardens  from 
patches  of  ground  among  the  rocks  where 
vines  and   vegetables  are  raised,   and  afforded 

*  Timothy  vi,  10. 

"  There  is  a  sore  evil  which  I  have  seen  under  the  sun, 
namely,  riches  kept  for  the  owners  thereof  to  their  hurt/'— 
Eccl.v.  13. 
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productions  for  the  operations  of  the  bee*, 
which  supplies  an  abundance  of  honey;  although, 
on  viewing  the  mountain,  even  from  a  short  dis- 
tance,  one  would  be  led  to  conceive  it  to  be 
totally  impossible  to  force  a  single  piant,  since  it 
is  so  sharp  and  craggy;  a  fact  that  I  apprehend 
confirms,  in  a  strong  degree,  one  particular  pas- 
sage  of  Revelation.     - 

Among  the  numerous  monks  I  met  with,  there 
was  one,  a  native  of  Rome,  kept  in  a  constant 
state  of  occupation,  and  executes  all  the  car- 
penter's  work  required  for  the  convent,  who 
showed  itie  some  neat  specimens  of  his  operar 
tions  in  carving.  When  I  first  saw  this  man  in 
his  shabby  working  dress,  I  looked  upon  him  as  a 
common  tradesman  employed  by  the  friars;  but, 
on  entering  into  conversation,  I  discovered  he 
was  not  only  highly  useful  in  that  sort  of  employ- 
ment but  well  informed,  and  possessed  ingenuity 
in  other  departments.  There  was  opened  a  large 
port-folio  of  drawings  made  by  him;  and  he  con- 
tributed considerably  by  paintings  in  ornament- 

*  <<  He  made  him  ride  on  the  high  places  of  the  earthy  that 
he  might  eat  the  increase  of  the  fields,  and  he  made  him 
to  suck  honey  out  of  the  rockf  and  oil  out  of  tlie  flintj 
rock." —  Deut.  xxxii.  IS. 

**  And  I  am  come  down  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Egyptians,  and  to  bring  them  unto  a  land Jlotoing  with 
milk  and  honey,*' — Exod.  iii.  8. 
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ing  the  church,  and  the  altar.  Aiier  he  had 
shewn  the  whole  of  these,  and  explained  every 
thing  respecting  this  edifice,  he  threw  open  a 
massy  door,  when  one  of  the  most  glorious  and 
extensive  panoramic  views  broke  upon  U3  as  in 
a  moment,  like  a  flash  of  lightning;  and  from 
this  precise  spot,  there  was  understood  to  be  en- 
joyed the  finest  prospect  of  the  whole  face  of  nsr 
ture  surrounding  this  monastery,  which  might  be 
held  as  falling  under  the  description  of  a  paradise.* 
It  is  impossible  for  words  that  I  can  find  to 
convey  to  the  reader  a  proper  idea  of  the  splen- 
did appearance  of  the  setting  sun  in  the  edst  On 
this  occasion,  the  great  luminary  was  finishing 
his  diurnal  course  t,  and  gliding  gradually  intp 
the  bosom  of  the  sea,  surrounded  with  an  infinite 
number  of  small  rippling  clouds,  of  variegated 
colours,  which  were  so  brilliantly  illuminated  by 
his  radiance,  that  they  resembled  showers  of  the 
purest  goldt;  and  the  declining  rays  appeared 

*  **  Here  the  most  daintie  paradise  od  ground, 
Itaelfe  doth  offer  to  the  sober  eye. 
In  which  all  pleasures  plentiously  abound." 

Spencer. 

f  **  Nov  the  sun  the  chsing  hour  of  day 

Came  onward."  Parnell. 

X  "  Now  the  fair  traveller's  come  to  the  west, 
His  rays  are  aUgoldy  and  his  beauties  the  best^ 
He  paints  the  sky  gay  as  he  sinks  to  his  rest. 
And  foretells  a  bright  rising  again.**  Watts. 

£  £  4 
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to  float  upon  a  vast  abyss  of  fire.  *  The  bell 
for  supper  having  tolled,  the  fiiars  collected  in  a 
body,  in  the  great  hall,  where  about  forty,  after 
arranging  themselves  in  methodical  order,  sat 
down.  A  large  book,  which  I  presumed  to  be 
the  Bible,  was  placed  before  Father  Pietro,  tlie 
superior,  who  presided  over  the  whole,  who  with 
raised  voice  read  some  portion  of  it,  which  occu^ 
pied  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  The  Friars  were  silent 
and  devout  at  this  moment  The  scene  was  truly 
solemn,  and,  combined  with  the  situation  of  the 
place,  well  calculated  to  make  deep  impressions 
on  the  heart  t  All  of  them  afterwuxls  partook  of 
supper,  but  I  was  not  permitted  to  join,  although, 
as  a  favour,  allowed  to  take  a  view  from  a 
corner  of  the  door;  when  I  remarked,  that 
during  the  repast,  they  did  not  attempt  to  re- 
move the  cowls  from  their  heads.  After  it  was 
finished  they  retired ;  when  I  was  allowed  to  sup, 
in  the  hall,  alone,  upon  the  fragments,  which  were 
carefully  collected  for  my  use. 

Next  morning,  the  19th  of  March,  about  nine 
o'clock,  after  making  the  usual  donation  to  the 
poor,  for  the  acc6mmodation  afforded,  I  left  the 
convent     I  proceeded  by  a  circuitous  and  most 

*  **  And  I  saw  as  it  were  a  sea  of  glass,  mingled  with  fire.*' 
«—  Rev.  XV.  2. 

f  *'  A  life  so  sacred,  such  serene  repose 

Seemed  heaven  itself."  Farnei^l. 
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fetiguing  track,  stumbling  among  the  dark 
mountains,  and,  after  an  exhausting  day's  jour- 
ney, arrived  at  Mazra,  where  I  halted  for  the 
night,  in  the  hut  of  the  Muleteer  Abram,  a 
small  village  situated,  at  the  top  of  a  hill,  having 
an  extensive  view  of  mountain  scenery. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark  that  of  all 
persons  who  travel  in  the  east,  be  theur  rank  what 
it  may,  none  are  more  esteemed,  or  rather 
idolized  than  those  who  have  any  knowledge  of 
medicine ;  and  great  exertions  are  made  to  retain 
them  in  that  particular  part,  where  their  advice 
and  prescriptions  have  been  attended  with  suc- 
cess. I  had  occasion  to  bring  from  London,  as 
I  formerly  mentioned,  a  small  chest  of  medicine 
for  my  own  use ;  the  benefit  of  which,  however, 
I  was  frequently  obliged  to  impart  to  others.  On 
arrival,  the  muleteer  happened  to  be  taken  un- 
well, which  I  was  apprehensive  might  suspend  a 
further  prosecution  of  the  journey  for  some  days. 
On  examining  his  pulse,  and  finding  there  was  a 
slight  tendency  to  fever,  I  gave  him  some  medi- 
cines, after  this  he  went  to  bed,  which  for- 
tunately removed  his  complaint,  and  he  found 
himself  sufficiently  recovered  the  following  morn- 
ing to  resume  the  journey.  This  trifling  cir- 
cumstance was  magnified  into  one  of  high 
importance,  and  immediately  rang  among  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  village,  who  were  told^  that 
an  English  doctor  had  arrivec^  who  was  able  to 
cure  all  complaints !     A  number  of  young  and 
old»   blind,   lame,    and   afflicted   with    various 
diseases,  collected  on  the  spot,  demanded  advice, 
and  blocked  up  the  door  so  closely,    it   was 
difficult  for  me  to  get  out  or  into  the  hut;  I  was, 
in  particular,  much  amused  by   one  old   man 
being  led  up  to  me,  who  was  blind  of  the  right 
eye^  when  he  turned  up  his  face,  and  pointing 
to  it,  made  several  motions,  accompanied  ap* 
parently  with  great  eloquence.     On  asking  my 
servant,  who  understood  the  Arabic  language,  ibr 
an  accurate  interpretation  of  his  sentiments,  I 
was  informed,  that  this  man  had  mentioned  he 
was  bom  blind,  and  implored  me  to  supply  hiiB 
with  a  new  eye,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  sight 
of  both,  as  others  had  around  him !    Wh»i  the 
total  impossibility,   however,   of  this  Was  ex- 
plained to  him,  he  left  the  place  much  affected, 
shi^ng  his  head      At  this  time    the   Arabs 
were  troublesome  and  impudent;  they  examined 
my  dress,  part  of  it  under  my  cloak,  was  that 
d'  a  Christian,  for  the  convenience  of  riding, 
namely,  pantaloons,  with  half  boots,   the  heels 
of  which,  being  encircled  with  iron,  were  ob- 
jects of  the  greatest  possible  curiosity,  and  ex- 
cited among  them  a  high  d^ree  of  merriment 
and  laughter.      The   women   here  had   a  fine 
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set  of  features,  and,  for  brawny  strength,  ex- 
iiibited  a  strong  likeness  to  those  in  the  highlands 
of  Scotland ;  their  head-dress  was  in  the  form  of  a 
sugar-loa^  with  a  long  scarf  or  veil,  thrown  over 
it,  to  conceal  the  whole  face,  which  was  some- 
times drawn  aside;  although  when  suspicions  were 
entertained  they  had  laid  themselves  open  to 
observation,  the  covering  was  instantly  drawn 
across  their  countenance,  under  a  sense  of 
shame  from  the  exposure,  reservii^,  however, 
such  a  chink,  or  comer,  as  afforded  them  an 
opportunity  of  looking  to  survey  the  actions  of 
those  around  them.  These  veils,  as  ascertained 
by  the  inspired  volume,  were  adopted  of  old;  and 
particularly  in  the  history  of  Abimelech  and 
Sarah,  are  described  by  the  circumlocution  of 
coverings  to  the  eyes  *:  besides,  they  appear  on 
some  occasions  to  have  been  applied  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  articles  from  one  place  to 
another,  as  in  the  case  of  Ruth,  t 

*  <<  And  unto  Sarah  he  said.  Behold  I  have  giten  Uiy 
brother  a  thousand  pieces  of  silver,  behold  he  is  to  thee  a 
covering  of  the  eyes  unto  all  that  are  with  thee."  —  Gen.  xx. 
16. 

f  "  Also  he  said,  bring  the  vaU  that  thou  hast  upon  thee, 
and  hold  it.  And  when  she  held  it,  he  measured  six  mea- 
sures of  barley,  and  laid  it  on  her,  and  she  went  into  the 
city."  — Ruth  iii.  15. 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

DEPARTURE    FROM    ARAB*8    HUT.  <~-  JOURNEY   OVER    MOUKT 
LEBANON.  —  EXPOSED   TO   DANGER   IN   PASSING   THROUGH 

THE    SNOW.  —  DESCENDING    TO    THE    VALS    OF     AVBN. 

MISERABLE  KHAN. — JOURNEY  THROUGH  THE  MOUNTAINS. 
—  VIEW  OF  DAMASCUS.  —  IMPRESSIONS  ON  THE  FIRST 
VIEW  OF  IT. ARRIVAL.  «- FIRMAN  TREATED  CONTEMPT- 
UOUSLY AT  THE  GATE. FRANCISCAN  CONVENT. PROOF 

OF  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  PATENT  LETTER  FROM  ROME. — 
OBSERVATIONS. 

After  passing  a  sleepless  night  in  the  hovel  of 
our  muleteer,  from  being  attacked  with  vermin, 
I  mounted  my  mule  at  six  o'clock  the  following 
morning.    In  descending  to  a  valley,  the  scenery 
is   woody  and  romantic,   similar  to  that  about 
Dunkeld,  in  Scotland;  and  an  air  of  life  and  in- 
dustry was  visible,  cheering  to  the  spirits,  which 
can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  tra- 
velled in  a  solitary  manner  among  the  gloomy 
mountains.     Cascades  were  pouring  forth;  the 
cheerful  rivulet  forcing  its  serpentine  course; 
the  "  busy  mill'*  turning  round ;  the  «  miller"  at 
work ;  one  husbandman  sitting  under  his  own  fig- 
tree,  and  another  cultivating  his  vineyard.    I  own 
that  I  have  rarely  experienced  a  more  delightful 
effect  from  charming  scenery  than  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood.     I    passed   the    house   of  the   Go- 
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vernor,  in  the  village  called  Muchtara,  beauti- 
fully situated  on  an  eminence;  and  a  sub- 
stantial building,  the  windows  of  which  were 
barred  with  iron,  similar  to  those  of  a  prison,  but 
with  this  difference  in  the  object,  namely,  that 
bars  of  the  latter  are  in  the  view  of  preventing 
prisoners  from  escaping,  whereas  those  of  the 
former  were  to  defend  it  from  invasion  without. 

On  travelling  afterwards  through  some  vine- 
yards and  olive-fields,  I  arrived  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Lebanon,  that  stands  so  eminently  proud, 
from  its  stupendous  magnitude.  Aware  of  the 
fatigue  to  be  encountered  in  scaling  it,  I  halted, 
and  sat  down  on  a  bank,  with  a  keen  appetite,  to 
partake  of  refreshment ;  and,  although  this  con- 
sisted merely  of  boiled  eggs,  bread,  and  raw 
onions,  washed  down  with  the  water  of  a  limpid 
brook,  gliding  along*,  yet  the  repast  was  most 
delicious,  after  a  long  ride,  and  broiled  under 
the  powerful  heat  of  the  sun. 

I  ascended  the  mountain,  great  part  of  which 
was  capped  with  clouds ;  and,  after  much  toil  in 
walking  and  riding  alternately,  stopping  short, 
and  panting  for  breath,  was  rejoiced  on  reaching 
the  top,  where  I  found  a  climate  very  different 

*  '^  Hid  from  the  vulgar  eye,  and  sat  down 
Upon  the  sloping  cowslip-covered  bank ; 
Where  the  pure  limpid  stream  has  slid  along.*' 

Blair. 
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to  that  which  had  been  left  behind,  the  ground 
being  covered  with  snow,  and  the  cold  intense. 
I  proceeded  along  the  summit  for  some  time, 
without  coming  in  contact  with  a  human  being, 
or  even  perceiving  a  single  bird  of  the  air.  A 
dead  silence  reigned  throughout  this  lonely  and 
desolate  region;  and  as  no  spot  can  be  concdved 
more  &vourable  for  waylaying  and  committing 
robbery  and  assassination,  a  traveller  does  not 
tread  it  without  entertaining  considerable  appre- 
hensions for  his  personal  safety.  In  some  parts, 
the  snow  lay  so  deep  that  it  wa$  witli  tlie  utmost 
difficulty  we  forwarded  our  animals.  At  one 
time,  the  mule  which  conveyed  the  baggage 
stuck  so  fast,  that  I  concluded  it  had  not  only 
been  altogether  lost,  but  I  should  have  also 
perished,  with  my  servant  and  muleteer.  Had  the 
journey,  indeed,  been  attempted  a  month  earlier, 
it  would  have  been  totally  impracticable  to  have 
forced  any  passage  across  the  top  of  Mount 
Lebanon. 

This  mountain  has  received  the  appellation  of 
Lebanon  from  the  word  Leban^  denoting  white*, 
and,  in  all  probability,  from  the  snow  which  re- 
mains on  its  heights  during  the  whole  year.  It 
has  been  peculiarly  marked  in  Scripture,  as 
affording  many  glowing  images   and  beautiful 

*  I  often  had  occasion  to  remark,  that  for  the  word  Milky 
the  Arabs  used  that  of  Leban, 
16 
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>net(q)hor8  to  the  sacred  ivriters.  In  the  first 
place,  for  instance,  we  find,  tliat,  considered  as  a 
peculiarly  striking  object  of  grandeur  and  alti- 
tude, it  formed  one  of  those  supplications,  on  tbe 
part  of  Moses,  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  be 
might  be  allowed  by  God  to  behold  it*  it  was 
also  a  barrier  to  the  Land  of  Promise,  and  held 
to  be  insurmountable,  since  Sennacherib,  in  all 
his  pride  and  confidence,  expresses  the  facility 
with  which  he  had  encountered  greater  obstacles, 
and  proclaims  the  inutility  of  any  resistance  on  the 
pairt  of  Hezekiah  t ;  and  it  was  referred  to  as  a  so- 
litude which  affi>rded  haunts  for  beasts  of  prey  t , 
the  dangers  of  which  have  been  remarked  by  the 
wise  man,  in  his  address  to  the  church,  §  Again, 
the  vaiiety  of  streams,  and  that  fragrance  which 
is  diffused  by  odoriferous  plants  about  this 
mountain,  also  furnish  proper  figures  to  the  in- 

*  '*  I  pray  thee,  let  tne  go  over  and  see  the  good  land,  that 
is  beyond  Jordan,  thsLt  goodli/  mountain  Lebanon" — Deut.  Hi. 
25. 

f  *^  By  the  multitude  of  my  chariots  am  I  come  up  to  the 
height  of  the  mountains,  to  the  sides  o£  Lebanon;  and  I  will 
cut  down  the  tall  cedars  thereof,  and  the  choice  fir-trees 
thereof,  and  I  will  enter  into  the  height  of  his  border,  and 
the  Forest  of  his  Carmel.**  —  Isaiah  xxxvii.  24. 

'%  "  For  the  violence  of  Lebanon  shall  cover  thee,  and  the 
spoil  of  beasts,  which  made  them  airaid,  because  of  men's 
blood,  and  for  the  violence  of  the  land,  &c.'*  —  Hab.  ii.  17. 

§  "  Come  with  me  from  Lebanon,  my  spouse,  with  me 
Jrom  Lebanon,  &c.  &c.Jroin  the  lions*  dens,Jrom  the  mountaihs 
of  the  leopards"  —  Sol.  Song  iv.  8. 
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spired  writer* :  and  to  these  the  eulogium  on  the 
graces  of  the  church  has  also  a  reference,  t 
The  cedars  of  it  also  have,  in  all  ages,  been 
celebrated  as  objects  of  grandeur,  and  touched 
upon  as  images  in  antient  prophecy.  Moreover, 
the  prosperity  of  the  righteous  is  compared  to 
these  t,  which  are  fmilier  employed,  to  denounce 
the  judgments  of  God  on  men  of  proud  and 
high  minds  §;  and  the  numbers  and  growth  of 
these  trees  form  a  sublime  declaration  on  the  part 
of  one  of  the  prophets.  ||  Lastly,  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Gentiles,  from  the  worship  of  idolatry, 
to  that  of  the  true  God,  is  expressed  in  terms 
highly  beautiful  ^;  as  also  the  prosperity  of  the 

*  '*  A  fountain  of  gardens^  a  well  of  living  waters  and 
streams  from  Lebanon." —  Sol.  Song  iv.  15. 

f  <<  The  smell  of  thy  garments  is  like  the  smell  of  hehanon." 
^Sol.  Songiv.  n. 

%  <<  The  righteous  fihall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon.** — 
Ptalm  xcii.  12. 

§  <<  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  powerful,  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  is  full  of  majesty.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  breaketh  the 
cedars,  yea,  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.**  — 
Psalm  xxix.  4. 

II  <<  And  Lebanon  is  not  sufficient  to  buruy  nor  the  beasts 
thereof  sufficient  for  a  burnt  offering."  —  Isaiah    xl.  16. 

f  "  The  wilderness,  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be  glad 
for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice,  and  blossom  as  the 
rose.  It  shall  blossom  abundantly,  even  with  joy  and  singing, 
the  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  be  given  unto  it,  &c.  They 
shall  see  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the  excellency  of  our 
God."  —Isaiah  xxxv.  1,  2. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


MOUNT     LEBANON.  4f3S 

kingdom  of  Christ  *  It  was  the  cedars  of  this 
mountain  that  afforded  such  ample  materials, 
and  were  sent  by  King  Hiram  t,  to  Solomon, 
who  had  put  so  many  persons  in  a  state  of 
requisition  to  cut  down  and  convey  these  to 
Joppa,  from  whence  they  were  transmitted  to 
Jerusalem,  for  the  erection  of  his  splendid 
temple,  on  which  upwards  of  150,000  men  also 
had  been  employed*  In  fine,  almost  every 
object  about  this  distinguished  place  combines 
to  point  out  in  the  words  of  inspiration,  "  the 
glory  of  Lebanon.** 

The  traveller  who  has  ascended  this  vast 
mountain,  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  awe  and 
astonishment.  All  those  objects  he  has  left  be* 
hind,  and  considered  at  one  moment  as  great, 
appear  to  diminish  at  every  step  he  takes,  and 
absolutely  dwindle  into  nothing.  He  is  sur- 
rounded by  frightful  excavations,  torrents,  and 
volumes  pf  cloud  rolling  hurriedly  down,  piercing 
every  cavern,  and  threatening  to  envelope  the 

*  **  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  that  the 
mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  shall  be  established  on  the  top 
of  the  mountains^  and  shall  be  exalted  above  Jhe  hills,  and 
all  nations  shall  flow  into  it."  —  Isaiah  ii.  2. 

f  <<  So  Hiram  gave  Solomon  cedar  trees,  and  fir  trees,  ac- 
cording to  all  his  desire.**  —  1  Kings  v.  10. 

'<  And  Solomon  had  three  score  and  ten  thousand  that 
bare  burdens,  and  four  score  thousand  hewers  in  the  moun- 
tains.*^ —  1  Kings  ▼.  15. 
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.)i(rho]^  niountain  in  conpplete  da^lqif^.     Terrqr 

po^esses  him  in  the^^eat,  whenhepassesalo^ 

the  edge  of  j^awningjgulphs,  being  afraid  to  }oQk 

Qn  the.  track  he  has  Jbeft  behind^*,  S^^,?P^  ^1^ 

^qooft^^nce  jis  reposed,  .when  sitting  op  his  midl^ 

.in  its  sure  and  steady  st^ps.     UltiinjajQiy  jhe  jfEJ- 

jpices  at  gaipin^  the  si^ipit,  when  he  finds  ^ 

Jjxs  labour  recompensed,  and  is  xiyett^d  tp  ^tjtip 

.  spot  ^n  silent  wonder.    In  tips  sojUjIxi^e,  (^]ig|^t(^ 

with  the  cQntempktion  of  many  inter^stipgobjed^ 

conceiving  he  has  arrived  in  a  i^y^wpj^ld^  behojLd- 

ing  a  horizon  of  prodigious  extent^.^nd  ei^ec|^- 

ing  an  idea,  from  its  vast  ^iti^pde,  tl^t  4fe  jC^n  ab- 

,sjolutely  gr^p,  as  it  were,  at  coiim^d,  t^  whc^ 

^pf  this  su^upi^ry  world,  which  he  jqi^w.sugpases 

to  lie  under  his  feet;  his  soul  caQpptff^inl^^g 

elevated  to  that  Omnipotent  ^eing,  gi^tjng  ugon 

the  circle  of  this  earth,  ip  whose  sigl^  tl^e  inh^ 

ants  thereof  appear  merely  as  gi^^fs^pp^*    Xt 

would  seeip  that  in  prpportipp  f^a  ?Are  are  ^^3^4 

above  the  habitations  of  men,   ^11  vulgar  ^ent^- 

ments  are  left  behiiid,  and  the  sotd,  in  approaching 

the  (Btherial  regions ^  shafces  off  its  earthfy  qffec^ 

tionSf  and  contracts  something  of  invariable  purity. 

At  the  same  tiipe,  although  thp  .tr^yeljieir  ,niay 

fael  al^rfn  at  fipdipg  it3  siunmit  ca^ff^gd  with 

*  «  Greai  freights  are  \}SizaKdov^,^  t)]e,yvf^h^^; 
Soon,  very  soon,  thy  ^mest  feeling  faflB/' 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


MOUNT     LEBANON.  4S5 

iSQOw  *f  and  apprehensive  the  -prosecution  of 
This  >route  may  be  interrupted,  ,yet  he  ou^  to  be 
-GOfiAolad  hfy  reflectiijg  that  this  -ma^  be  done 
in  infinite  ^wisdom  t,  ^uid  the  :plaoe  in  allrpio- 
MnUty  fCMididered  as  a  dep6t  for  it,  till  disso- 
lutbnrtakes^place,  under  the  influence  of  summer 
iieaty  iwhen  k  will  afford  siQiplies  of  water 
te  the  plains  below,  and  fill  those  brooks 
whidi  .4iad  ;been  dried  up  hy  tiie  power  of  tiie 

By  gseat  exertions,  and  a^fteriusingevery  Iprc^r 
cauticMa,  I  ^Missed  through  this  body  of  snow  to 
tbeo&er  ^de  of  the  summit,  when  the  vast  plwii 
of  Aven  oame  mto  view,  which  is  pointed  at  by 
em  of  the  proi^ets  §,  as  signifying  vanoty 
£pQm  the  iddatrous  mode  of  worship  of  Bbal 
thtt  had  iftken  place  in  ft  city  situated  at 
the  ^  of  this  val^y,  of  which  I  shall  haye 
oocasjon  ^to  ^peidc  at  anoib^r  time  more  par* 

♦  "  Will  a  man  leave  ttie  snow  of  Lebanon,  which  coiheth 
from  the  rock  ef  the  field  ?**  —  SelreBiieh  xtui.  14. 
f  ^<  .What  stangt  events  cnnittrike  mA  more  nrtpriie 
Than  those  .which  lately  stmck  thy  wondering  eyes  ? 
Yet  taught  by  these,  confess  the  Almighty  just ; 
And  Where  you  can't  unriddle,  learn  to  trust." 

PAaMKLL. 

'X  '^He  watareth  the  hills  froin  Jiis  chambers;  he  sendeth 
the  syrings  into  the  wiU^ys  which  run  among  the  hills'*  — 
ft.  civ.  10— IS. 

(«  I  wHl  break  also  tiie  biff  of  Damaseiis^  and  cutofftiie 
iiihri>ibiiilafiwm<the  ^rictn  qfAven."  --^  Amos  i,  5. 
F  F  2 
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ticularly.   I  descended  from  Mount  Lebanon,  and 
after  travelling  some  time  along  the  plain,  crossed 
a  river  of  considerable  breadth   and  rapidity 
by  a  bridge  of  thirteen  arches,  and  arrived  at  a 
khan  of  the  most  deplorable  description,  when 
I  threw   myself  on  the  ground,   almost  in   a 
state  of  exhaustion,   from  the  fatigue  of  this 
arduous  day's  journey.     Early  next  morning, 
after  paying  for  the  ground-rent  of  this  khan,  I 
set  out,  and  on  leaving  the  plain  at  some  distance 
from  it,   travelled  over  a  chain  of  mountains 
characterised  by  great  gloom  and  wildness,  and, 
nearly  the  whole  day,  under  a  scorching  sun; 
without  perceiving  an  object  either  to  delight  the 
eye,  refresh  the  mind,  or  divert  attention.    I  was 
led  indeed  to  fear,  that  a  city  of  so  much  beanty 
and  extent  as  Damascus  was  represented  to  be, 
never  could  be  situated  in  such  a  wild  desert ; 
and  concluded  that  the  muleteer  had  been  alto- 
gether out  of  his  reckoning,  as  to  the  proper 
route  to  it    At  one  particular  spot,  he  stopped 
short,  took  hold  of  my  mule,  sans  ceremome^ 
brought  it  to  the  side  of  the  road,  and  afier 
securing   it,   observed   a  profound  silence,   in 
which  I  was  disposed  to  think  there  was  some- 
thing mysterious.      He  then  spread  out  soifae 
rags  on  the  ground,  kneeled  down,  offered  up 
prayers,    and,  afler  occasioning  the  delay  of  up- 
wards of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,   unloosed  the 
animal,  led  it  into  the  road,  and  desired  me  to 
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move  forward,  offering  not  the  slightest  apology 
for  such  interruption.  This  incident  cannot  fail 
to  remind  us  of  a  common  practice,  during  the 
period  Christ  was  on  earth,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  exulted  in  the  ostentations  of  devotion,  to 
be  seen  of  men,  which  called  forth  his  marked  re- 
probation. *  After  a  tedious  and  weary  journey, 
I  came  to  the  top  of  a  rock  or  precipice,  perhaps 
about  l^OQ  feet  in  height,  just  at  sun-setting, 
when  Damascus,  and  all  its  surrounding  beauties 
in  the  prodigious  plain  where  it  is  situated,  was 
on  a  sudden  stretched  out  before  the  eye,  forming 
a  truly  striking  contrast  to  the  scenes  I  beheld 
along  the  solitary  track  over  those  mountains  I 
had  travelled  during  the  whole  day,  and  which 
e;xcited  as  much  surprise  as  delight. 
.  I  feel  myself  unequal  to  the  power  of  pro- 
perly describing  the  sublimity  and  grandeur  of 
that  prospect  which  spread  around,  and  those 
deep  impressions  it  created  on  my  mind.  That 
part  of  the  plain  immediately  under  the  moun- 
tain presented  the  appearance  of  a  vast  luxuriant 
garden ;  in  the  centre  of  it  was  the  city  of 
Danx^scus,  standing  in  one  direct  line,  running 
from  east  to  west;  through  which  the  pure 
waters  of  a  river  flows  copiously,  for  the  use  of 

•  **  When  thou  prayest  thou  shalt  not  be  as  the  hypo- 
crites, for  they  love  to  pray  standing,  &c.  in  the  corner  of  the 
stre^Sy  thai  they  may  be  seen  qfmenJ*  —  Matt.  vi.  5. 
F  F  3 
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the  inliabitaDts,  m  wdl:as  the  sup^y  of.tiiose 
nttmerousand^richigardens,  vrtiich  encircle  and; 
adorp  the  dty;;  and  a  vast  iroste  00  sandy  deeeit' 
lies.  to.  the*  righti   which    leads-  to  Ealte^ra^, 
Babylon^  &Cj    Neirer  did  L  behold  atany^^mo^ 
ment  a  pcespeoti  nioi«  loxuiiant .  and  glcriousif. 
and tto equaiitdl c«i' find  none,. excepting  a  viewu 
ffo^i  the.top^'Ofi  Sfaoot^s^  tdll^  neair  London.^ 
I<  hastily  descend^  this mountaiii  for- the  ci^^ 
aiidiitty\  spirits i  beoaone'  cheered^^  at  the<^coiMi<« 
deration ^that  I' htidnoivvt  reached  it;. aftervaBi myi 
toil  I  and  labour.     After  proceedings  by.  ai  longi* 
winding  road^  througbihe  gardens  indtft^^vidiili^y 
protected  2  with  high:  waUsy  fbiftfiedcof'  madr  I^ 
reached  oas  ofdts  ports  or^gsctes,^  wher8'I*a%lfkJ' 
ed,  with  the  view  of  j  walking  ittereii^-tbie^  tewn^- 
leavkig  my  mule*  in^chai^-  c£  tk»&  servant,  to 
ftUowme.;  wheasfamtly^  after  ihe^lwasoir»tdlC». 
b^r-aipeflMm  tiittt^ait  a^^thf^^gate^  whi&rud^  de- 
manded ^b^aphap^  GttAX'  for-'  entering  the^dty,- 
which  brought  to  my-reeollectionithM  simSitri 
oflk:e8^o£4AXKCoU6etO]«<mufit)hltve^«msted^klil^^ 
the  time  o£k)ueiSaviciufi>'^ 

IVesumingki  that^  the^^  Finnan^  (^  the«^  GMmd^ 
Signior.WDuldiat  on^eoc^rate-as  sweieeAptimi^ 
i]K»(bthi9d)dmBnd^  it^  waspresented^to  ike  ^persen^; 
but  he  presunjed  to  throw,  it  on  the, street. with 

*^*  As  Jetus^  passed  ferth^filftm  thenee, h^sdw  fi  mantiaimed 
Matthew  sitting  ai  the  receipt  of  custom."  ^Mktt/ix.  9; 
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contemt^t,  exclaiming,  that  he  neither  regarded 
the' one  or  the  other  j  an  act  most  daring  on  the 
part  of  a  ihusstilmati/since  for  ofience^  comparai 
threly  trlffing  to  this  he  offen  siifiers  decapita- 
tion. Thfe  violence  of  this  individiiat,  and  re- 
monstfatrces  on  our  part,  having  drawti  together 
a"  crowd,  it  Was  considered  prudent  that  we 
should  leaver  him,  holding  out  at  the  same' 
time  an  assurance  that  his  conduct  should  be 
represented  to  the  pacha.  After  passing  through 
different  streets,  *  I  arrived  at  the  Franciscan, 
or  cbttvfent  of  Si.' Paul,  situated  at  the  eastern 
extremity^  of'  the'  town. 

lT)aidTriy  respfectS  to  Father  Frances  Vilardeli, 
the'snpferfori  aybung  man  who  was  roused  from 
hi^^lj^d  of  sleep ; '  ahd*  on  thiy  occasion  I  had  an 
abiindkhtyrdof  of  the  importance  of  traVellbg 
with  the  patent  letter  froni  Rome,  to  which  I 
h'iVe  so'  frequently  alluded.  Immediately  after 
de^irinfg  me  to  be  seated,  he  asked  if  I  had 
brought  any  letter  to  the  convent,  from  the  Grand 
Supferi6r 'at' Jerusalem,  a^  without  this  I  could 
not  be  r6cfeiVfed  witliin  its  iv^s.  I  answered '' 
that'  I  had  nbt^'  although  I  niet  him  at  Naza- 
reth, arid  h^  offeredndtte ;  independent  of  which, 
I  ha;rdly  cohcfeived  that' any  recommendatioti  iii ' 
the  shape'  of  a 'letter,  of  otherwayS,  wis  at  all 
ne'ce^S^ary,  sinc^'  I  had  come  froih  England. 
'  Notwithstanding  this,  he  looked  as  if  resolved  I 
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should  not  be  permitted  to  remain,  and  I  thought 
I  would  keep  him  still  further  in  the  dark.  On 
afiecting  to  shift  the  subject,  which  he  always  re^ 
verted  to,  and  after  parrying  him  off  some  time, 
when  he  repeated  those  peremptory  orders  re- 
ceived on  this  point,  I  told  him  that  it  was  a 
possible  case  I  might  discover  some  kind  of  re- 
commendation when  I  had  opened  my  baggage. 

I  was  then  conducted  to  an  apartment,  and 
when  I  had  laid  my  hands  on  the  Roman  letter, 
I  gave  it  to  my  servant,  to  hand  to  the  superior. 
A  short  time  after,  his  reverence  entered^  with  the 
letter  in  his  hands,  accompanied  by  the  monks, 
all  of  them  scraping,  bowing,  and  offering  congra- 
tulations on  my  arrival,  apologizing  for  what  had 
been  said,  and  offering  to  render  me  all  possible 
service,  in  consequence  of  those  Papal  conmiands, 
as  they  called  them,  contained  in  the  letter  in 
question;  which  thus  proved  to  me  to  be  of 
higher  importance  than  I  had  originally  calcu- 
lated upon. 

I  am  disposed  to  think  it  probable  that  this 
hesitation,  shown  on  the  part  of  the  superior,  to 
admit  me  to  reside  in  the  convent  without  some 
recommendation,  might  have  originated  from 
an  imposition  too  often  practised  by  persons 
having  recourse  to  such  institutions,  merely  to 
take  up  their  abode,  and  live  for  a  length  of 
time,  without  making  the  monks  any  compen- 
sation whatever. 
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CHAP.  XXX. 

CITY  OP  DAMASCUS.— POPULATIOH. — MATERIALS  OF  BUILD* 

JUGS. EFFECT  PRODUCED  BY  THE  SEASONS.*- BAZAARS. 

—  PILGRIMS  FOR  MECCA.  —  CAFES.  —  SACRED  PLACES  AL- 
LUDED TO  IN  SCRIPTURE.  —  INTERVIEW  WITH  MINISTER 
AND  PACHAy  TO  REPRESENT  CONDUCT  OF  THE  GOVERNOR 
OF  SAMARIA. — RESULT. —  RISK  OF  ADOPTING  CHRISTIAN 
DRESS  AT  DAMASCUS.  — •  DANGER  OF  PROCEEDING  TO  PAL- 
MYRA. 

JDamascus  ranks  as  one  of  those  cities  of  high 
antiquity,  since  we  learn  it  is  brought  into  view 
in  the  earliest  part  of  the  sacred  volume,  dis- 
tinguished as  a  theatre  of  many  extraordinary 
events,  and  which  stands  at  the  head  of  Syria.* 
It  was  to  this  place  that  Abraham  repaired  in 
pursuit  of  those  monarchs  who  had  brought  his 
brother  into  that  state  of  captivity,  from  which 
he  was  rescued  by  him,  and  by  whom  opinions 
have,  indeed,  been  entertained  he  was  the 
founder  of  it.  t      It  was  here  also,  that  the  indi- 

*  **  For  the  head  of  Syria  is  Damascus."  ^-  Isaiah  yii.  8. 

f  **  And  when  Abram  heard  that  his  brother  was  taken 
captive  he  armed  his  trained  servants  bom  in  his  house, 
three  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  purtued  itiem  unto  Dan. 

<' And  he  divided  himself  against  them,  he  and  his  ser- 
vants by  night,  and  smote  them,  and  pursued  them  unto 
Hobah,  which  is  on  the  left  hand  ofDanuucus. 

**  And  he  brought  back  all  the  goods,  and  also  brought . 
again  his  brother  Lot,  &c.  &c."—  Genesis  xiv.  14,  iS,  16. 
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vidual,  mice  a  persecutor  of  Christy  and  his 
church,  and  shed  the  blood  of  saints,  had,  by  a 
most  wonderful  act-  of  divine  power,  become  a 
convert  and  zealous  advocate  of  the  Christian 

lafili.' 

The"  dtf  iffiy"b*'up#ifdd"of  twb  miles  in 
length,  from  east  to  west,   encompassed  with 
wsifi8^;««where'  there*  are> vestiges  of  entieoch- 
iMAtli^'  xWth'ah'outer  ¥^H  of  fortificiaitidn^^ 
It*  is"  situated  in  the  very  bosoni  oF  gardens, 
and  orchards,  which  highly  contribute  towards 
itt^  dlrflameiit';}  and  the    circumference  of  tKe 
vfifnAe  may 'be*  cafctflated-  afi  twenty' miles  Md- 
upjivurdsb-  I^w^kedovcff  the  town,^aiid  akhoiigk- 
iir^theorielrtaldress,  whichl'attenqMteldhto  imi^* 
tMe>in 'eVerJ^ipaH-  as  tdofe^ air  possible/)  anpe  the^ 
placfe^'is'  hdd^peeuHirly^  sacred^^  by/  Mohammed' 
d*is,« fyet^I 'Wir a^xihcerecogniEed^  'paiJiticlilariy - 
in  ps&singthe  bazaans,  wher^  I  heahltheDaiiias^' 
cenes  exclaim,  i^^  lA^sse^^-Ini^^se;^^ 

The-  streets  ai«e •  narrow,  •  probably^  with  the* 
vii^w '  oi^  shadings  its  inhabitants  frota-  ^he  pbwer  ^ 
of  a  hot  sun ;  and  the  present  materials  and  mode 
of1)iiildittg;*I'can"erilerlain*no  doubt,  mustliave 
continued  from  the  earliest  period* of  time.  -  The 
housed-  ale 'of'th^^  coioUr  of  clayv  Te8eiiRd[)ling  Ovi ' 
mTfediftAt*  cottages^  iii"^Mta?tt;'  attfl^'  bWlt'^  after 

*  «  AndlwiHkmdle^afire'in'the'vdl  ofDatfiAl^^,  aitdii' 
'  SO 
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the  form  of  tbom-LhaA^oboMim  to  s)>«dlc  of  ail^ 
Jbrusaleaii  of^i6i&Hkig>i<ittf^iak^,  ii&mely^  bHcks^ 
ii^hi^  luMre  bMti  dtiedinf  thosuiir-  The6e^a:^'flafr' 
anitiie>roo^.o]<t^rnice8r  ^ich  ar^' spread- oif^^ 
asid'inad^  fiMl  T^&a^ldiid^  plaster-;  and  nftai)^* 
of-  these'  siMTOtinded-  by  iftud*  walls,  cm"' bat^^* 
mewts^  of  fbtHP>feet' to  h€9gHt'tfc^I*«e!v«nt^ 
dents f^  and^  severai^  ddntestie  c^cfes  are'  per^- 
fc^itied'ott^theserrooA'as^  c^oM,  sbeh  as  dr^i%' 
c^Iihen  and  ftfcx^-  &c;$>  It  W^Mdd  also^^pe^r 
from'the^  iMJ^a^e^c^^  ofte '  of'  the  pi^p9iifte,  tbM^ 
roo^'  of <  houses ^^vei^  recommended^as  the  ifldM^ 
etevated'and-'propef^aoest^  sobnd  alaMM/  or^be 
heord^at-a^eat^dtetliifceSV  w^liich^te^iidaii'eX'L- 
plmfttion'<)j^B'pa^tktdaf 'e^pressioift  nMtd^  uiie^  of 
inoneof^tite etatigelHrti.-||'  The^wails of ^silK^h svfi- 
pe^eial^^hbused -are  InM^td  craek^i  atad-'croMft^- 

*  **  Say  ninto  them  which  4laub^it  wntk  anten^^red  mortar, , 
that  It  shall  fall.*'  —  Ezek.  xiii.  11. 

f'^'V^en'thour  buiidest^amew  hbtase;  theifnhoti^shalt' 
make  a  battlement  for  thy  roof,  that-  thOilibHlig.hoCt>lb^o 
upon  thy  house,  if  any  man  falls  fromthence." — Deut.  xxii.  8. 

i  But  fihetltahd))  had  bfoagKt  th^m  upt6'th6  roof  ^f  the 
hbusey  and  hid  'them  with  th^-^talk^  ^fj^jg,  whkh'  she^'hkd ' 
Idd  in  order  upon  the  roof.'—  Joshua  1i.  6: 

§  On  the  tops  of  their  houses,  Sfc.  every  ^  one  shall' liot^/' 
w6ephig  abundaintly:  —  IhiAi  xr.  S. 

II  What  I  tell  you  in  dafknedd,  tKaf  speak  ^6'  iii'lighfi 
and  what  ye  hear  In  the  edt,-thaT  pfeSCb  ye  UpWlhe  hotoe- 
t(^s.  —  MUt.'x:97i 

f '^^  F6r  behbld  the  Lord  commaftdeth,  afid  he  Vfll  smite" 
the  great  h6u8e  with  breaches,  and  the  little  house  with  clefts" 
—  Amos  vi.  11. 
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ble  by  the  heat  of  summer,  which  creates  a  most 
offensive  dust,  and  during  wind  and  rain,  that 
occurred  one  day  in  particular  when  I  was  at 
Damascus,  they  appeared  to  be  considerably 
affected.  The  wet  penetrates,  and  soaks  into  the 
materials,  by  which  they  are  loosened,  and  a  glut 
of  mud  is  thus  formed  on  the  streets  which  had 
been  washed  from  them,  and  makes,  it  impossible 
for  the  pedestrian  to  move  along,  without  his  sUp- 
pers  being  rendered  useless.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
the  e£fects  of  these  rains  that  I  should  appre^ 
hend  reference  is  made  by  one .  of  the  prophets 
and  evangelists* ;  and  it  is  extraordinaiy,  that 
such  brittle  composition  t  should  be  resorted  to, 
when  there  are  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood 
that  would  afford  abundant  supply  of  stone  for 
founding  substantial  edifices.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  of  a  similar  composition,  we  learn  from  a 
recent  distinguished  traveller, ,  materials  .were 
formed  for  building  the  tower  of  Babel,  and 
edifices  in  Babylon,  t 

*  <<  Tliereforey  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  will  even  rend  it 
with  a  stormy  mnd  in  my  fury,  and  there  shall  be  an  {yoerfiafos- 
ing  shomer  in  mine  angery&c.  to  consume  it."  —  Ezekiel 
xili.  13. 

«  When  the  flood  arose,  the  stream  beat  Yehemently 
upon  that  house."  —  Luke  vi.  48- 

f  *'  V{\skQ%% foundation  is  in  the  dust'' —  Job.  iv.  19. 

*'  In  Persia,  the  walls  of  Ispahan  are  of  clay  and  straw  or 
sun-dried  bricks,  and  therefore  easily  dissolved  with  rain." 
Thevenot  and  Sir  J.  Chardin. 

X  **  The  bricks  of  Babylon  are  of  two  kinds,  sun  dried  and 
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The  accommodation  in  those  houses  of  a  su- 
perior class  may  be  said  to  be  backward, 
where  inmates  are  in  a  state  of  complete  seclu- 
sion, and  effectually  guarded  against  all  invasion. 
There  is  a  large  quadrangular  court*,  finely 
paved,  ornamented  with  plants,  fountains,  and 
open  at  top.  The  floors  of  the  apartments  are 
covered  with  carpets,  large  couches  t  and  pil- 
lows $,  where  the  Turks  lie  at  their  ease,  in  a  re- 
clining posture,  smoking  the  finest  tobacco,  and 
indulging  in  every  sensual  gratification.  There 
are  few  or  no  windows  to  the  street,  but  blank 
walls,  with  a  gate  or  wicket,  and  it  is  so  small 
as  to  require  those  who  go  in  to  stoop  very  low ; 
and  such  narrow  entries  of  houses  must  have 
been  alluded  to  in  the  expression  used  by  Christ 
himself  in  answer  to  a  question  put  to  him,  with 
respect  to  the  few  who  should  be  saved.  §  The 
houses  are  secured  with  wooden  bolts  and  kejrs 

fire  burnt ;  the  former  is  generally  longest,  as  it  is  of  a 
coarser  fabric  than  the  latter,  but  its  solidity  seems  by  proof 
to  be  equal  to  the  hardest  stone.  It  is  composed  of  clay, 
mixed  with  chopped  itraiw  or  broken  reeds,  to  compact  It, 
and  then  dried  in  the  sun."  —  Sir  R.  K.  Porter. 

•  "  So  the  people  went  forth,  &c.  in  their  courts^  — 
Nehemiah  viii.  16. 

t  **  He  went  up  to  my  couchT  —  Gen.  xlix.  4. 

"  Woe  unto  them  that  lie  on  beds  of  ivory,  and  stretch 
themselves  upon  their  couches^  —  Amos  vi.  4. 

X  **  Woe  to  the  women  that  sew  pillows  to  all,  ^c."-.- 
Ezekiel  xiii.  18. 

f  <<  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strati  gate.** — Luke  xiii.  14« 
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jpsmd^  of  -mood,  which  :bk  ;lttfig,  irfimit  haif  an 
jmdiUbid^  with  «iaall  icon  jike  nails^eyiiai^toTthe 
^Muohw  of  rbolts  intaoducod  .4n  the  .laek.  4tiB 
jmpsmikiy^  to  iteteraine  .if  .Iho^e  were  the  kind 
«fif  iocks  ittid  fcejfs  JajL  use  Mitieait]^  thoi^h  Aere 
is  certain  icrndenceihitt  the  daors  <^  .honaoa  «id 
^ptiiv  iJaqqs  cweie  aeeuml  in  tfabmode.'* 

Jn  the  {iceoeding  chapter  :I  .had  MxyiWHi  -to 
-hint  thftt  Ihawalla  inckmoglAie  gvMrdmaweire  ow»- 
jmedofwod.  13>e  mQd[e:ofiqmkiHg.^tii^ae  ajfwiig 
^^iieeemhle^the  ipjbui:  adopted  in  jkt^f^iiMtHWicf 
.<jyi^fort)]:id$9.  Tbece  ia.&at.laid.ftlcMg:Mie  iii- 
jlmded  Ikie.of  iwiU  hsg/^  Iw^^^^pw^  At  4sq^  md 
fVjiiBhfym  fsfit  «vi  «ipiW«r48  in  length,  ^ftwi 
^fie  tp  :fonf  jiia  hreadith*  wd  -fi^om  jtwo  to  thra^ 
m  4qp^;  whi<^  «r^  oesEydef^y  fiUe4  with  «uch 
AA^iis^^  ^iSifawK^  VJko^  up  ^ooa  line;|oiin€b 
a^d  A  ^mU«r  pNPpqig98  rep^^rtad^  whm  th^  aoon 
fifmc^^atJ^  dod  f<»oi  a  im^  Bubj^fiance  ^y  the 
powa^  heat  <^1he  fliifi.  iSiflftilar-operatioM  4ffe 
.carried  on  tffl  the  wdll  i?  raised  to  the  height  and 
length  tfi  which  it  was  juroposed  it  should  .1]^  huUt 
Tkfiae  mBiis,  1  oba^need,  to  he  cwtmidetely  ishftp 
bited  by  lizards,  which  are  seen  sporting  wiA  de- 
light, and  some  of  these  are  of  eno];nious  lenj^th. 

'<  *  When  he  was  gone  out,  ids  servants  came,  and  when 
diey  saw  that  behold  the  doors  of  the  parlour  urere  iocM^ 
Acj,  Therefore  they  took  a  key  and  opened  them,** — Judges 
iii.  23,  24,  25. 

<<  Then  Ehud  went  forth  through  the  j9orcA,  and  shut  the 
doors  of  the  parlour  upon  him,  and  locked  tfaem«^ 
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Ampijg  tlje  fpuljiic  ^t>uil4«igs,  it  pafjjr  ^teiHjfB- 
:tjioiied,,that  in  tbejz§al:ji|SP^Qftted  j@Q?th&pArt<)]^ 
.early  Chmtj^s.to.^l^btshedi^^ 
c)ai(n  the  ^pspd,  .a  ^nia^^cant  sa^thecfeal  iwap 
.ereqted,  aj^d  decticfkted  to  -St  ^<3J|^  ;t^  i^I^i^i 
now  converted  into  a  mosque,  and  con§]4?r(^^ 
J^fgieBt,  of  all  Mohamnijed^  jt^glc^  i^  :^e  icky. 

The  ca^,  JsitM^ted  to  tl)e  ;§«si^-Yf§lfe  is  # 
Jlarge  (?q>SH^eil>uilding^wkh  toj^  «?lcBiat»^;^ 
be.nf^ly  Ql^iQ(ii^  in  circ^^^  §\x&^^\j^ 

^  Sffiall  toiYn  Tvithjn  ilgelfj  ^agd  OHBifeiBP  ,9f  «»!- 
,4ier8^eJ^iiRging.%b|Q»tjt^ 

Tl|^  fis  ^a  cQ9siA«i*^l^  J>jifltle  i&oip  ^titie 
rtra^  iPSTJied  pp ;  .^4  .^e  j^j^ort^  .Qi  v^^\» 
jiftide^  a^,CQnii4i??»hle.  TJie.ljazaws,  op  9  j«i^ 
.%5al?»  i9»i  9ld«o^  i>f  c}^Q»ty,  ^«rp  in  gi^nei»l 
iW[QK^A  beiflg  sh^ltjeied  frpm  ?iaie  heftt^  mil.fMs 
Aimlku*  .<^»teWi»jiiBieiits  iMtve  ibe  w  intcoduG^d  m\» 
,%tfi  jPnglirfi  ;a|iii  Irish  wetrqppljsps^  it  i»j^,su. 
.p^r^ede  tfee  necessity  erf'  giving  my  pMUaul^r 
explanation  of  them  \\&L(t.  The  S^iin^row 
prof<^i9i)s»  in  p^rti^ular,  are  gtrapge^  ip  an 
inflep^deat  apd  methgdic^  immm^  ^%i^ 
hayipg  its  ftwn  hga^ar  sepurjite  ^on  tfeo^  fif 
ftt:h«Tgj  fpr  ipstanqg,  th^re  }s  ©n^  jfor  ^h^cie. 
.jnak^Ds;  :a,^cpnd  for  t^ylpr§.j  tbii-d  for  sadStewi 
fpmlji  fpr  silvi^rsinith^ ;  .^jjd  9P  on.  Th^e  m^ 
4P»st.Gfiipn>p4iPR8  fer  a  piwci»a«pr,  ,wJip  b98  OP 
pGca^pn  to  ijapye  ^pi^t  di)^wi  bazaars  im  ap 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


448  PILGRIMS   TO   MECCA. 

laige  a  ci^,  but  has  a  specimen  of  all  that  he 
requires  before  his  eyes  at  the  same  time,  and  in 
that  place  where  the  particular  articles  are  ex- 
hibitecL  The  best  of  these  is  that  of  Sinan, 
founded  by  Sinan,  formerly  one  of  the  governors 
of  the  city. 

The  eminent  skill  of  the  Damascenes  in  the 
operation  of  making  steel,  particularly  the  blades 
of  swords,  has  been  unrivalled,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  articles  of  polished  life. 
Knives  are  also  manufactured,  and  the  handles 
beautifully  ornamented  with  gilded  flowers ;  in 
short,  their  ingenuity  by  inlaying  metal  with 
gold,  is  unequalled,  perhaps,  by  any  artificer  in 
Europe.  The  particular  manufacture  of  silk 
called  damask,,  was  originally  invented  her^ 
which  is  fine ;  as  also  are  the  cloths,  especially 
those  of  a  red  and  purple  colour,  a  robe  of  which 
I  purchased  at  a  reasonable  price ;  and  a  repre- 
sentation of  it  I  have  attempted  to  give,  in  the 
frontispiece  to  this  work. 

Among  the  different  gates  of  the  cily  is  one, 
where  certain  articles  passing  through  are  ex- 
empted from  duty,  in  consequence  of  being 
called  "  The  Port  of  Mecca,"  and  hence  may  be 
considered  a  sort  of  via  sacra.  Damascus  is  a 
marked  place  of  rendezvous  for  pilgrims,  who  are 
to  set  out  on  a  visit  to  the  tomb  of  their  pro- 
phet,    whose  caravans  pass  through  this  par- 
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tictd^t  gj*e.  As  a  proof  of  the  benevolence  of 
government,  one  building,  ori  a  large  scale  has 
been  established  for  the  operation  of  baking  bis- 
cuit for  their  use  on  the  journey.  These  caravans, 
it  may  be  remarked,  may  sometimes  consist  of 
some  hundreds,  nay,  I  was  assured,  thousands 
of  people,  with  an  equal  number  of  camels. 
They  are  divided  into  companies^  and  move 
along  in  this  form,  like  troops,  each  having  an 
o£Scer  at  the  head.  Camels,  as  I  formerly 
observed,  have  each  a  bell  round  the  neck,  which 
may  be  heard  at  a  great  distance  j  and  the 
caravan  is  preceded  by  trumpets  being  blown, 
which,  we  learn  from  the  book  of  truth  *,  was  also 
adopted  as  signals  by  the  children  of  Israel,  in 
the  course  of  their  joumies. 

Contiguous  to  the  city  is  a  field,  which  has 
been  set  apart  for  the  Mahomedans  drawing  out 
their  troops,  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  mili- 
tary manoeuvres.  There  are  places  of  enjoyment 
and  recreation  in  the  gardens,  and  on  banks 
of  the  river,  where  the  delightful  native  Damask 
rose  is  to  be  seen,  throwing  forth  its  sweets.  A 
caf*6  is  most  attractive,  capable  of  containing 
about  a  hundred  persons,  one  of  these  is  in  a 

•  "  Make  thee  two  trumpets^  &c.  that  thou  mayest  use 
them  for  the  calling  of  the  assembl^y  and  for  Hiejoumei^ng 
of  the  camps" —  Numbers  x.  2i 

**  When  ye  bloiv  an  alarm,  then  the  camps  that  Me  on  the 
east  parts  shall  goforward^  &c.  &c.  —  Id.  x.  5,  G. 
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small  island  surrounded  by  the  river;  where, 
under  shades  of  trees,  and  squatted  on  mats,  the 
Turks,  who  always  court  the  most  cool  retreat, 
loll,  and  regale  themselves  with  smoking  pipes, 
the  hooka,  and  drinkuig  coffee,  sherbet,  &c. 
In  the  city  are  a  number  of  caf*6s,  similar  to 
public-houses  in  England,  the  coverings  and 
roofs  of  which  are  supported  with  rows  of  pil- 
lars, having  no  floors  but  the  bare  earth,  levelled, 
beat  into  a  solid  substance,  wliere  wooden  benches 
are  fonned  around,  and  many  of  them  covered 
with  cloth,  to  imitate  sofas.  Paltry  as  tbese 
places  appear,  to  the  eye  of  a  Briton,  they  are 
regarded  by  the  Damascenes  as  handsome,  who 
crowd  to  them,  enjoy  smoking,  pass  hours  in 
indolent  ease,  and,  from  that  contentment  which 
marks  the  countenance,  appear  perfectly  satis- 
fied ;  they  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  high  luxu- 
ries. Provisions  are  in  abundance  in  Damascus, 
and  the 'finest  fruits  reasonable  in  price.  The 
wines  are  stronger  than  those  I  had  met  with 
in  any  country  I  had  travelled,  of  which  I 
can  speak  experimentally.  Having  quafied  a 
small  tumbler  of  wine,  at  entering  the  convent 
on  arrival,  in  consequence  of  having  been  oyeT- 
powered  with  fatigue  and  heat,  under  an  idea  it 
might  be  refreshing  and  light,  like  those  of 
FVance,  I  was  thrown,  almost  immediately,  into  a 
state  of  stupidity,  or  slight  intoxication,  which 
put  me  on  my  guard  as  to  repeating  the  libation. 
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I  had  occasion  to  mention  the  marked  preju- 
dice which  arose  on  the  part  of  the  Mussulman 
to  the  costume  of  a  Christian,  and  the  insult 
received,  when  at  one  time  I  had  availed  myself 
of  it,  in  walking  about  Jemsalem,  since  this  dress 
recalls  to  his  mind  those  strict  principles  oi 
faith*  on  the  part  of  Christians,  so  diametrically 
opposite  to  those  professed  by  himself.  The 
peculiar  oSence  which  this  occasipns,  applies, 
indeed,  to  all  parts  of  the  Holy  Land  where  any 
Mahomedan  is  to  be  found,  but  in  none  more 
marked  and  despised  than  at  Damascus.  In 
that  city,  there  exists  the  deepest  rooted  hatred 
against  it;  but  above  aU  to  the  hat  being  worn,  in 
consequence  of  the  city  being  esteemed  peculiarly 
sacred.  I  recollect  being  advised  to  be  extremely 
cautious  in  assuming  any  part  6f  the  Christian 
dress;  and  that  if  I  presumed  to  walk  about  with 
a  hat  on  my  head^  die  greatest  risk  was  encoun- 
tered of  forfeiting  my  life. 

I  cannot  attempt  to  describe  all  liiat  attracts 
the  attention  of  travellers  in  Damascus,  but 
considering  the  sole  motive  that  prompted  me  to 
visit  a  place  so  remote,  and  Ihe  reflections  I  have 
endeavoured  from  time  to  time  to  embody  in  the 
present  narrative,  it  may  be  expected  that  I 
should  describe  those  special  objects  respecting 

*  **  We  Christians  have  certainly  the  best^  the  holiest, 
the  wisest,  and  most  reasonable  religion  in  the  world/'  — 

TiLLOTSON. 
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the  Christian  dispensation  which  exist  at  this 
moment,  and  in  confirmation  of  the  evidence  of 
its  authenticity. 

In  the  first  place,  I  may  observe,  that  Uttle 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  city,  is 
the  spot  where  Paul,  as  he  was  about  to  enter  its 
gates,  breathing  out  threatenings  and  slaughter 
against  the  Christians  *,  was  arrested  in  his  per- 
secuting career,  encircled  with  a  great  celestial 
luminary  or  radiance  of  glory  t,  and  struck  blind 
by  the  powerful  arm  of  Omnipotence;  when,  at 
that  memorable  moment,  those  confederates  who 
had  accompanied  him,  became  speechless  by  a 
voice  from  heaven,  thundering  in  their  ears.t 
From  this  miraculous  conversion  may  be  dated 
the  increase  of  the  church,  and  that  tranquillity 
which  professors  of  Christianity  in  the  east  en- 
joyed.  S 

*  *<  As  for  Saul,  he  made  hayock  of  the  church,  entering 
into  every  house,  and  haling  men  and  women,  committed 
them  to  prison/'— Acts  viii.  3. 

f  "  And  as  he  came  near  Damascus,  suddenly  there 
shined  about  him  a  light  Jrom  heaven, 

"  And  he  fell  to  the  earth,  and  heard  a  voice,  saying  unto 
him,  Saul !  Saul !  why  persecutest  thou  me  ? 

'*  And  he  said.  Who  art  thou.  Lord  ? 

*<  And  the  Lord  said,  /  am  Jesus j  whom  thou  perseaOesi* 

'*  And  he  was  three  days  wthoui  sight  "--^AcU  iz.  S-S.  9. 

X  **  And  the  men  which  journeyed  with  him  st9od  speech- 
less** —  Acts  ix.  7. 

f  '*  Then  had  all  the  churches  rest/  throughout  all  Judea» 
Galilee,  and  Samaria,  and  were  edified;  and,  walking  in  the 
fear  of  the  Holy  Ghont,  were  multiplied.**  —  Acts  ix.  3L 
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Now,  should  an  infidel  peruse  these  pages,  I  am 
fully  aware,  that  this  extraordinary,  as  also  other 
sacred  events,  in  the  course  of  this  journey,  whichi 
I  have  narrated,  will  be  met  with  scoffi  *  and 
sneers;  but  I  must  proclaim  to  him,  that  this 
last  act  forms  a  most  striking  instance  of  the 
power  t  of  an  Almighty  Being,  by  the  eminent 
sanctification  of  the  man  who  was  originally  a 
notorious  blasphemer,  and  classed  among  the 
most  violent  of  enemies,  afterwards  proclaiming 
boldly  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Son  of  God;  nay^ 
in  that  place,  and  to  these  very  people  who  had^ 
a  short  time  previous,  been  the  special  objects 
of  his  blood-thirsty  vengeance ;  to  whom  he  held 
out  an  assurance,  most  solemn,  that  he  found, 
on  a  due  calculation,  all  things  in  this  life  were 
loss,  when  compared  with  the  excellency  of  a 
knowledge  of  his  Lord. 

The  exact  spot  where  this  striking  visitation 
took  place,  is.  distinguished  by  masses  of  ele- 
vated gravel  and  earth,  where,  on  the  25th  of 
January,  annually,  (a  day  also  set  apart  in  the 
Church  of  England,  in  commemoration  of  the- 
event,)  Christians  in  Damascus  walk  in  formal 
procession,  and  read  the  history  of  this  strikuig* 
conversion,  given  in  the  Acts  of  Apostles ;  on 

*  2  Peter  iii.  S. 

f  *<  Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  pofwer; 
thy  right  hand^  O  Lord,  hath  dashed  in  pieces  the  enemy J*-^^. 
Exod.  XV.  6. 
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which  occasion  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Pa- 
cha of  Damascus  affords  accommodation  firom 
Turkish,  guards^  to  protect  them  from  insult. 
Between  this  particular  place  and  the  city,  a 
piece  of  ground  is  appropriated  for  the  interment 
of  Cluistian  believers^  where  a  tomb  is  erected, 
said  to  be  in  memory  of  an  individual  named 
George,  connected  with  the  city,  who,  hml  sn€. 
fered  martyrdom,  from  having  coiwived  at  the 
escape  of  Paul,  and  dignified  with  an  appeHa^ 
tion  of  Saint  Here  acts  of  devotion  are  per- 
formed,  and  one  lamp  kept  burning,  where  the 
alms  of  strangers  visiting  the  place  is  aolicited  by 
^e  guardian  of  it  in  attendance. 

When  I  was  returning  from  this  sacred  grounci^ 
my  feelings  were  affected  by  meeting  a  female^ 
in  company  with  another,  overwhelmed  with' 
grief,  weeping  aloud,  and  wringing  her  hands* 
On  enquiry^  I  found  this  to  be  a  custom  observed 
for  some  days  by  those  who  had  been  deprived 
of  friends  by  death.  The  motions  she  exercised 
approached,  in  some  degree,  to  those  of  the 
women  weeping  over  the  grave  at  BetWehem* 
I  formerly  alluded  to,  and  did  not  in  the 
least  degree  excite  the  attention  of  any  persons 
passing  along.*  A  formal  annual  mourning  vp- 
pears  also  to  be  a  practice  followed  out  in  Persia 

*  *^  Am  we  rode  into  the  town,  we  met  a  long  train  of 
women,  filling  the  air  with  their  lamentations,  exposing  their 
faced  and  breasts,  tearing  their  hair,  and  weeping  piteouslyJ* 
—  Clark  on  Cyprus. 
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for  the  departed*,  and  I  have  seen,  in  France^ 
letters  circulated  on  an  anniversary  of  the  death' 
of  persons,  among  surviving  relatives,  inviting 
them  to  mourn  over  their  dissolution;  and, 
at  that  particular  period,  repair  to  church,  to 
perform  acts  of  devotion.  If  the  deceased  was 
in  circumstances  which  could  afford  the  expense, . 
the  church  is  hung  with  black  on  the  occasion, 
and  a  solemn  dirge  performed.  This  ceremony 
occurs  yearly  for  the  late  king  and  queen  of 
France,  (at  which  I  was  one  time  present,) 
under  the  greatest  pomp  and  solemnity,  when^. 
the  royal  family  attended; 

Secondly,  the  spot  where  Paul  was  secretly 
let  down,  under  doud  of  night  t,  from  the  top  <^' 
a  fortification,  to  avoid  the  rage  of  those  Jews 
who  attempted  to  way-lay  and  sacrifice  him  for 
his  change  of  principles,  t 

*  "  It  happened  to  be  the  anniversary  of  the  deaths  of 
Uossem  and  Hassan,  the  mart3rred  sons  of  Ali,  and  the  inhok 
Sunni  population  of  the  place  were  screaming  their  hmenta-r 
tions  within  the  mosques,  also  clad  in  mourning."  —  Sir 
Robert  Kerr  Portsr,  on  Persia. 

f  '<  Then  the  disciples  took  him  by  night  and  let  him 
down  by  the  wall  in  a  basket"  -—  Acts  ix.  25. 

X  <*  And  Paul  confounded  the  Jevos  which  dwelt  at  Da- 
mascusy  proving  that  this  is  the  veri/  Christ.**  —  Acts  ix.  22. 

<<  In  Damascus,  the  governor  under  Aretas  the  king,  kept 
the  city  of  the  Damascenes,  with  a  garrison,  desirous  to  ap- 
prehend me ;  And  through  a  window  in  a  basket  toas  I  let 
doton  by  the  wall,  and  escaped  his  hands"  — - 2 Corinthians 
xi.  32,  33. 
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Thirdly,  the  house  of  Judas,  in  which  Paul  was 
found  in  an  act  of  prayer,  under  his  new  charac- 
ter ;  this  is  a  miserable  cellar  or  rather  grotto, 
to  which  access  is  by  descent;  all  hallowed 
abodes,  as  formerly  remarked,  having  been  in 
general  taken  up  in  such  excavations. 

And  fourthly,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the 
street  denominated  Straight  in  the  word  of  truth, 
where  this  house  is  situated,  and  he  was  restored 
to  sight  by  Ananias,  forms  the  principal  thorough- 
fare in  the  city,  which  is  of  considerable  extent, 
and  falls  most  literaUy  under  that  name,  since 
it  runs  in  an  even  or  direct  line.  * 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  these  sacred  places 
are  to  the  east  of  the  city,  where  the  convent 
is  situated,  and  Christians  keep  in  a  body,  totally 
distinct  from  the  Turks,  this  quarter  having  been, 
in  all  probability,  selected  from  those  events 
which  had  occurred,  so  interesting  to  the  cause 
of  Christianity,  and  furtherance  of  the  gospel  of 
peace. 

*  ^<  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  (Ananias,)  Arise  and  go 
into  the  street  Ufhick  is  caUed  Straighty  and  enquire  in  the  house 
of  Judas  for  one  called  Saul  of  Tarsus,  for  behold  heprayelh, 

**  And  Ananias  went  his  way,  entered  into  the  house,  and 
putting  his  hands  on  him,  said.  Brother  Saul,  the  Lord,  even 
Jesus  that  appeared  unto  thee  in  the  way  as  thou  earnest, 
hatli  sent  me  that  thou  mightest  receive  thy  sight,  and  be 
ailed  with  the  Holy  Ghost 

<<  And  immediately  there  U\\  from  his^eyes  as  it  had  been 
scales,  and  he  received  sight  forthwith,  and  arose,*'  &c— « 
Acts  ix.  IL  17,  18. 
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The  city  of  Damascus  may  contain  upwards 
of  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  ;  but  not^ 
withstanding  this  great  population,  how  me- 
lancholy is  the  consideration  to  contemplative 
minds,  there  are  so  few  who  may  be  estimated  as 
falling  under  the  name  of  those  who  profess  that 
religion  which  had  been  preached  so  boldly  within 
its  walls  by  St  Paul  in  the  name  of  Emmanuel. 
This  leads  me  to  advert  to  what  I  formerly  hint- 
ed, namely,  that  a  wide  field  is  here  opened  for 
the  labours  of  missionaries,  or  other  chosen 
vessels,  to  rouse  the  Mahomedan  from  his 
sleep  of  delusion  and  security,  open  his  blind- 
ed eyes,  turn  him  "  from  darkness  to  light, 
and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  the  kingdom  of 
God.'' 

After  I  returned  to  the  monastery,  I  received 
a  visit  from  Francois  Morandi,  a  Christian,  who 
at  one  time  had  ^been  in  the  service  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  at  Lisbon, 
afterwards  physician  to  the  lalie  pacha,  and  had 
been  waiting  some  time  at  Damascus  in  the  view 
of  joining  a  caravan  expected  to  arrive  on  its 
way  to  Bagdad.  He  professed  himself  attached 
to  the  English,  and  offered  to  render  any  ser. 
vices.  He  conducted  me  to  his  house,  and  in« 
troduced  me  to  several  respectable  Mussulmen, 
when  I  took  an  opportunity  of  presenting  them 
with  copies  of  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  in  the 
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Tufkish  language,  published  by  die  British  an<i 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  of  London. 

Availing  myself  of  the  politeness  of  this  gentler 
man,  I  communicated  to  him  the  barbarous 
duct  exemplified  on  the  part  of  the  governor 
Samaria  towards  Christians,   the  insult  I  ptfl^ 
sonally  experienced,  and  mentioned  I  had  ^StP 
pressly  come  down  to  Damascus  to  represent  li 
to  the  pacha.     I  also  complained  of  that  ctililfeM 
duct  from  the  person  at  the  gate,  and  disrespcJbt) 
shown  to  the  firman,  and  he  called  on  the  mim* 
ster,  who  appointed  a  time  to  hear  these  state^ 
ments. 

I  accordingly  proceeded  with  him  as  inter- 
preter to  the  office  of  the  minister,  and  I  foutMl 
him  to  be  brother  of  the  person  at  Acre,  whrioe 
countenance  had  been  mutilated  by  Djezzar; 
and  having  discovered  among  those  letters  bt 
recommendation  I  received  at  Paris,  one  wliicli 
had  been  addressed  to  another  brother,  ^o  had 
died  a  few  days  previous  to  my  arrival  at  Disk 
mascus,  I  presented  this  letter  to  the  minister, 
and  it  insured  me  most  particular  attention. 

This  minister  is  a  Jew  by  birth,  of  great  bodify 
strength,  corpulent,  and  the  very  image  of  king 
Henry  the  Eighth  of  England.  I  found  him  sit- 
ting  in  the  attitude  of  a  taylor  cross-legged  on  his 
shop-board,  in  a  mean  apartment,  surrounded  by 
several  persons.     He  desired  me  to  be  seated  on 
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his  right  hand,  when  I  put  myself  in  a  similar 
position.  During  this  time,  he  examined  and 
read  over  more  than  once  the  firman,  when  a 
number  of  slaves  entered,  bringing  cofiee  and 
pipes ;  and  after  presenting  these,  Mr.  Morandi 
represented  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  against 
the  governor,  and  person  at  the  port.  On  this 
the  minister  rose  and  directed  us  to  follow  him 
to  the  pacha,  who  was  at  another  end  of  the 
palace,  which  we  did  accordingly.  I  entered 
an  apartment  where  the  pacha  was  seated  cross- 
legged  on  a  superb  carpet,  tossing  to  and  fro  on 
his  fingers  strings  of  beads,  and  smoking  a  pipe; 
when  I  was  desired  to  sit  opposite  to  him  with 
Morandi  on  my  right  hand,  and  I  also  again  put 
myself  in  the  same  situation.  After  clapping 
his  hands,  a  mode  frequently  adopted  in  the 
East  to  call  forward  servants,  several  slaves 
brought  in  pipes  and  cofiee,  which  were  offered 
us.  The  minister  then  threw  himself  on  his 
knees  before  the  pacha,  sometimes  lifting  his 
hands,  and  applying  them  occasionally  to  his  breast, 
at  others  clasping  and  holding  them  up  perpen- 
dicularly,  accompanied  by  a  rocking  of  body  to 
and  fro,  and  bowing  his  head  to  the  ground. 
At  the  first  view  of  this  exhibition,  I  conceived 
the  minister  was  engaged  in  some  act  of  Maho- 
medan  devotion,  preparatory  to  addressing  his 
master,  but  afterwards  learned  this  was  an  atti- 
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tude  of  humility  on  the  part  of  one  person  mak- 
ing official  representations  to  another,  superior  in 
point  of  rank.     It  was  with  difficulty  I  could 
suppress  smiling  at  this  particular  moment,  and 
attempt  to  follow  out,  in  some  degree,  that  gra- 
vity and  taciturnity  of  countenance,  for  which 
Turks  are  so  much  distinguished.     I  have  at^ 
tempted  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  interview,  and 
regret  that  my  friends  had  not  been  spectators  of 
the  whole  of  such  an  extraordinary  scene.     The 
air  of  superiority  and  haughtiness  assumed  by 
the  pacha  was  as  striking  as  that  deep  humility 
on  the  part  of  the  minister;  and  although  I 
was  a  stranger  to   the  Turkish  tongue,  yet  I 
could  sufficiently  comprehend  the  language  of 
countenance,  signs,  and  judge  from  the  tone  of 
voice,  that  impression  which  these  statements  had 
made  on  the  mind  of  the  pacha.     His  eyes  en- 
larged, he  pulled  up  and  drew  the  pipe  from  his 
mouth,  looked  steadily  in  the  face  of  the  minister 
when  prostrate  at  his  feet,  and  every  action,  in 
short,  went  to  show  the  displeasure  the  represent- 
ation had  excited.     This  being  ended  we  left 
the  pacha,  and  returned  to  the   office  of  the 
minister,  when  he  acquainted  Mr.  Morandi  I 
should  receive  next  day,   the   opinion   of  his 
master. 

Accordingly  on  the  following  morning  I  re- 
ceived a  polite  letter  from  the  minister,  express^ 
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ing  regret  that  he  could  not  make  a  visit  to  me, 
from  pressure  of  business,  and  informing  that, 
with  respect  to  the  governor  of  Samaria,  the  pa- 
cha had  sent  off  express  to  him,  aXartar,  with  let- 
ters respecting  his  conduct ;  and  as  to  the  person 
at  the  port,  he  had  just  been  punished  by  receiving 
two  hundred  strokes  on  the  soles  of  his  naked 
feet, was  sent  to  jail,  and  a  fine  imposed  upon  him. 

I  was  so  much  gratified  at  the  representation 
that  the  conduct  of  this  governor  had  made  on 
the  pacha  of  Damascus,  whose  power  of  all  others 
he  had  peculiarly  dreaded^  and  that  the  very  long 
journey  I  had  taken  in  contemplation  of  it,  had 
not  been  in  vain ;  I  dispatched  an  account  of 
what  passed,  to  the  convents  in  Jerusalem,  Naza- 
reth, and  others  throughout  the  Holy  Land.  I 
trust,  therefore,  the  friars  were  satisfied  that  a 
Briton  will  always  be  found  to  plead  the  cause  of 
suffering  humanity,  exert  himself  in  maintaining 
that  respect  and  security,  due  to  those  who  bear 
the  Christian  name,  uphold  his  arm,  and,  if  it 
be  possible,  crush  those  vindictive  and  inhuman 
efforts  directed  on  the  part  of  Infidels,  to  insult 
and  trample  those  under  foot  who  profess  a  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ,  as  their  only  Saviour. 

During  the  time  I  spent  at  Damascus,  I  fell  in 
with  one  medical  gentleman,  Monsieur  Chaboi- 
cean,  who  was  a  native  of  France,  and  advanced 
in  years.     He  was  very  polite  to  me,  and  had 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


462  JOUNET    TO    PALMYRA. 

lived  there  with  his  aged  partner  a  long  time.  I 
spent  several  hours  very  pleasantly  with  this 
venerable  man,  whose  mind  was  enriched  by 
reading,  and  observations  treasured  up  in  the 
course  of  travel. 

Having  seen  all  that  I  desired  at  Damascus,  I 
now  entertained  a  strong  desire  to  go  forward  to 
Palmyra,  to  see  its  celebrated  ruins,  and  make  it 
the  extreme  point  of  my  travel  in  that  direc- 
tion :  I  was,  however,  dissuaded  from  under- 
taking the  journey  on  account  of  danger  to 
be  encountered,  from  Arabs  in  the  desert, 
between  whom  and  the  pacha  of  Damascus 
there  was  a  kind  of  warfare,  and  the  journey 
was  therefore  abandoned.  Travellers  who  now 
attempt  the  journey  from  Damascus  to  Pal- 
myra run  risks  of  falling  sacrifices  to  the  fury 
of  Arabs,  from  a  circumstance  communicated 
to  the  author  since  his  arrival  in  England,  by  one 
friend  he  had  met  in  the  East.  This  gentleman 
had  been  at  Damascus  some  short  time  after  the 
author  had  left  it,  and  was  deterred  from,  visits 
ing  Palmyra  owing  to  the  same  cause.  On  his 
reaching  England  he  had  occasion  to  congratulate 
himself  at  the  disappointment  experienced,  as.  he 
received  letters  fifom  some  of  a  party  of  Epgl&h- 
men,  who  had  been  also  dissuaded  from  under- 
taking the  journey,  but  resolved  to  accomplish  it, 
and  had  set  out.  The  consequence  was  they  were 
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betrayed  by  their  servants,  conducted  tx)  a  camp 
of  Arabs,  stripped,  robbed,  maltreated,  and  set 
adrift  in  the  desert.  After  experiencing  severe 
suiFerings,  and  on  the  eve  of  dissolution,  from 
almost  total  privations,  they  reached  Damascus 
with  the  utmost  possible  difficulty ;  and  having 
made  a  complaint  to  the  pacha,  he  ordered  se- 
veral heads  of  the  principal  persons*  in  the 
village  of  Holms,  on  the  confines  of  the  desert, 
from  which  they  had  set  out  with  mules  and 
guides,  to  be  struck  off,  and  which  were  brought 
into  Damascus.  Let  me  then  respectfully  en- 
treat  travellers  to  keep  always  in  view  that  retri- 
bution  of  blood  is  never  abandoned  by  the  fero- 
cious Arab.t  Aft;er  I  had  presented  the  father 
superior  of  the  convent  with  donations  for  his 
poor,  and  he  had  given  me  a  certificate  of  hav- 
ing visited  the  city,  I  departed  from  Damascus. 

*  Nate,  —  When  murders  occur  in  villages,  government 
rarely  make  a  search  for  those  by  whom  the  act  is  committed, 
but  hold  a  responsibility  is  attached  to  the  sheiks  of  them, 
or  principal  persons,  whose  heads  are  forfeited  if  they  do 
not  produce  the  criminal. 

f  <<  And  if  any  mischief  follow,  then  thou  shalt  give  life 
for  life"  —  Exodus  xxi. 23. 

<<  And  he  that  killeth  any  man,  he  shall  surely  be  put  to 
death.  Eye  for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth."^  Leviticus  xxiv.  17.20. 

"  Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  an  eye  for  an  eye, 
and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth."  —  Matt  v.  38. 
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CHAP.  XXXI. 

BEPARTURE  FROM  DAMASCUS. -^ZACHALB.  —  BAALBECK. 

TEMPLE    OP   THE  SUM. DB8CRIPTIOM    OP    ITS    ORIGIVAI. 

GRANDEUR. PRESENT  STATE  OP  THE  TOWN   AND   RUINS. 

POPULATION.  —  PRIGHTFUL     STORM. RETURN     TO 

ZACHALE. OPERATIONS    OBSERVED    ON    THE    ROOFS    OF 

HOUSES,    IN    CONSEQUENCE   OP    RAIN. —  OFFER    MADE    BT 
OWNER  OF  COTTAGE,  TO  MT  SERVANT. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  of  March^  I  set 
out,  taking  a  road  nearly  in  the  direction  I 
had  travelled  from  the  vale  of  Aven  or  Baal, 
after  descending  from  Mount  Lebanon,  and 
enjoying  a  final  view  of  Damascus  from  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  where  I  had  the  first  pro- 
spect of  this  fertile  and  delicious  territory,  with 
all  its  surrounding  beauties.  After  travelling  a 
short  distance,  I  fell  in  with  some  Arabs,  of  whom 
some  suspicions  were  entertained  from  their  keep- 
ing so  close  to  the  side  of  our  mules,  and  showing 
an  anxiety  to  bring  us  into  conversation.  When  a 
hint  was  given  from  the  muleteer  they  were  rob- 
bers, who,  he  had  reason  to  suppose,  had  watched 
our  departure  from  Damascus,  we  shortened  our 
pace,  and  fell  behind,  until  overtaken  by  other 
travellers  at  some  distance,  following  in  the 
same  track.     By  this  precaution,  we  certainly 
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escaped  from  being  plundered  by  these  savages, 
who  were  in  rags»  with  large  sticks  in  their  hands, 
and  of  the  most  ferocious  aspect. 

I  halted  at  a  small  village  in  the  evening, 
called  by  the  muleteer  Sham,  and  lodged  in  a 
deplorable  narrow  place,  where  I  slept  on  the 
ground,  blocking  up  the  door  for  security  with 
large  stones. 

Next  morning  I  proceeded,  and  on  reaching 
the  plain,  struck  across  it,  in  a  diagonal  direc- 
tion, to  the  other  side,  when  I  came  to  another 
village,  called  Zachale,  upon  a  commanding 
elevation,  from  which  I  had  most  sublime 
views  of  this  extensive  plain,  bounded  on  each 
side  by  chains  of  mountains,  and  just  at  tlie 
going  down  of  the  glorious  sun.  I  was  con- 
ducted to  the  cottage  of  a  peasant,  where  he  and 
his  family  were  huddled  together  in  one  apart- 
ment, who  were  civil,  and  accommodated  me  with 
one  comer  of  it  to  repose  in.  As  on  former  occa- 
sions, I  passed  here  a  most  disturbed  night,  in 
consequence  of  screaming  of  numerous  child- 
ren on  the  one  hand,  a  person  groaning  in  bed, 
from  labouring  under  some  disease,  on  the  other; 
and  annoyed  by  an  attack  of  vermin. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  celestial  lumi- 
nary shone  brilliant,  gilding  mountains,  pl^, 
and  every  object  around,  with  inexpressible 
grandeur.    I  set  out  early,  under  the  expectation 
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of  finishing  a  visit  to  Baalbeck,  and  retarning 
to  this  village  in  one  day.  Nothing  remark- 
able occurred  during  the  journey,  beyond  that 
romantic  and  picturesque  scenery  which  deco- 
rates this  most  extensive  vale.  About  mid-day 
I  reached  Baalbeck. 

But  where,  it  ma^  be  asked,  is  that  man  to  be 
ibund,  however  disrtinguished  by  his  composition^ 
or  the  ek)quence  of  tongue,  who  can  render 
proper  justice  to  any  description  of  the  magnifi- 
cence of  a  city  of  such  antiqtiity?  Before  I 
would,  with  submission,  presume  to  attempt 
some  faint  outline  of  it^  let  me  collect  a  few  scat- 
tered thoughts,  and  silence  that  admiration 
to  which  my  fancy  may  be  prone  to  3r]eld,  so 
often  as  circumstances  occiu:  to  recall  the 
exalted  grandeur'  of  that  noble  scene  of  ruin 
which  may  be  said  to  adorn  it.* 

•  "  Among  the  cities  which  are  enumerated  by  Greek 
and  Oriental  names  in  the  geography  and  conquest  of  Syria» 
we  may  distinguish  Emesa^  or  Herns ;  Heliopolis,  or  Baal- 
beck ;  the  former  as  the  metropolis  of  the  plain,  the  latter 
as  the  capital  of  the  valley.  Under  the  last  c^  the  Ciesara 
they  were  strong  and  populous.  The  turrets  glittered  from 
afar,  and  an  ample  space  was  covered  with  public  and  private 
buildings.  In  the  days  of  Paganism,  both  Emesa  and  Heli<K 
polls  were  addicted  to  the  worship  of  Baal,  the  sun ;  but  the 
decline  of  their  superstition  and  splendour  has  been  marked 
by  a  singular  variety  of  fkilure.  Not  a  vestige  remains  of 
tfae  temple  of  Emesa,  which  was  equalled  in  poetic  style  io 
the  summit  of  Mount  Lebanpn,  while  the  ruins  of  Baalbeck, 
invisible  to  the  writers  of  antiquity,  eiccite  the  curiosUy  and 
^wonder  oftU  European  traveller:'  —  Gibbou. 
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Baalbeck  stands  in  a  spot  so  exceedingly  re^^ 
tired,  and  at  such  distimce  from  towns  or  villa* 
ges,  that  it  appears,  to  use  an  ordinaiy  expression^ 
as  entirely  shut  out  from  the  world  It  is 
situated  at  an  extremity  of  the  upper  part  of 
this  valley,  on  the  east,  and  between  Mount 
Lebanon  on  the  west  The  great  magnet  of 
attraction,  which  draws  travellers  to  this  quar- 
ter, is  unquestionably  to  behold  those  proud 
and  matchless  remains  of  architectural  magni- 
ficence, more  especially  the  ancient  Temple  of 
the  Sun,  where  the  god  of  idoliUjy  was  w<wp- 
shipped  during  those  ages  of  gross  ignorance 
and  darkness. 

The  first  object  which  struck  me,  on  approach-* 
ing  the  place,  was  one  circular  building  of  marble^ 
almost  in  a  dilapidated  state,  crowned  with  a 
dome,  and  resembling  the  Temple  of  Hygeia, 
erected  by  the  late  Lord  Gardenston,  over  the 
Well  of  St  Bernard,  near  Edinburgh.  It  is  of 
Corinthian  architecture,  adorned  with  rich  cor- 
nices, and  ornamented  with  figures  of  eagles, 
which  would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  such  an 
edifice  must  have  been  of  Roman  origin,  since 
that  bird  was  a  symbolical  representation  of 
this  people,  as  much  as  an  owl  is  that  of  the 
Athenians. 

After  passing  this  relic,  I  came  to  a  lofiy  pile 
of  building,  composed  of  enormous  square  stones; 
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but  for  what  purpose  originally  designed,  it  is 
difficult  to  calculate.  On  going  beyond  it,  I 
entered  a  noble  arcade,  of  considerable  length, 
constructed  of  great  blocks  of  masonry,  and 
arrived  at  the  Grand  Temple,  which  baffles  all 
description,  and  must  be  seen  to  be  believed 
and  properly  understood.  Any  person  who  has 
the  slightest  taste  for  beauty  of  architecture 
cannot  fail  to  arrive  at  the  highest  pitch  of  ad- 
miration, when  beholding  this  famous  monument, 
which  is  of  exquisite  workmanship,  and,  perhap^ 
the  most  beautiful  model  of  antiquity  in  existence. 
Taking  the  edifice  in  a  general  point  of  view, 
it  appears  to  resemble,  in  some  considerable  de>- 
gree,  the  church  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  in 
London,  and  St  Andrew,  at  Glasgow,  built  after 
that  model.  The  columns  which  support  the 
whole  are  fifty-four  feet  in  height,  and  about 
six  in  diameter.  On  each  side  th^e  are  four- 
teen pillars,  eight  of  which  sustain  the  east 
and  west  porticoes.  These  lofty  objects  stand 
from  each  other  about  nine  feet,  and  an  equal 
distance  from  the  wall  of  the  body  of  this 
temple.  The  covering,  which  stretches  from  the 
architrave  over  the  piUar  to  the  wall,  is  formed 
of  massy  stones,  scooped  out,  to  resemble  an 
arch;  and  in  the  centre  of  each  is  a  repre- 
sentation of  gods  or  godd€»3ses,  which  are  carved 
in  the  most  beautifiil  manner  that  imagination 
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can  figure.  Many  of  these  fine  effigies  bear  evi* 
dence  of  the  hands  of  the  Mahomedan  having 
been  daringly  lifted  up  against  them^  wfao^ 
in  prosecution  of  his  hatred,  endeavours  to 
spread  desolation  around,  by  hurling  down  the 
noblest  remains  of  antiquity.  I  was  told^  at  one 
time,  from  not  being  able  to  demolish  a  part 
of  this  temple  by  manual  labour,  they  actually 
blew  it  up  with  gunpowder ;  the  ruins  of  which 
are  lying  about  in  huge  and  awful  masses.* 
Some  (^  these  relics  of  sculpture,  however,  from^ 
being  so  very  distinct^  appear  to  have  braved  all 
attacks,  especially  those  of  Mercury  and  Jupiter^ 
in  the  shape  of  an  eagle,  carrying  off  Ganjmiede 
in  triumph,  which  are  so  nicely,  executed,  that 
they  perhaps  exceed  every  thing  of  the  kind 
to  be  seen  in  any  country.  It  would  be  in  vain 
to  describe  all  those  beauties  which  crowd  iMs^ 
stupendous  structure,  captivate  the  eye,  and 
overpower  spectators  with  silent .  wonder.  In 
short,  the  whole  ceremonial  of  heathen  mytho- 
logy is  represented  in  has  relief,  by  processions 
of  individuals,  victims,  &c.  in  the  highest  style 
that  the  utmost  ingenuity  and  art  can  exhibit. 

To  this  temple,  which  has  been  all  along  un- 
derstood as  faultless  in  every  part,  from  that  cor- 

*  «  . ....i—^  Oh!  lamentable  sight; 

The  labour  of  whole  ages  lumbers  down, 
A  hideous  and  mis-shapen  length  of  ruins."      Blair. 
H  H  3 
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rect  taste  and  symmetry  which  has  been  studious- 
ly observed,  the  ascent  is  by  a  flight  of  marble 
st^s^  with  an  entrance  bcdd  and  most  august  The 
case  of  the  door  is  about  forty  feet  in  height, 
and  thirty  feet  in  width,  and  approaches  in  its 
appearance  to  the  great  western  entry  of  the 
church  of  St  Paul's,  in  London;  although,  in 
point  of  beauty,  from  the  rich  adorning  sculp- 
ture, greatly  outstrips  it 

But  what  view  is  laid  open  to  the  traveller, 
on  entering  this  once  gorgeous  temple.     The 
mind  of  a  spectator,  forcibly-  struck  with  awe 
at  all  that  surrounds  him,  is,  as  it  were,  lost  in 
admiring  the  crumbling  ashes  of  its  might  and 
greatness,  and  almost  weeps  over  the  ravages  of 
time,  and  that  barbarous  hand  which  had  c<m- 
tributed  to  its  bowing    in    dust*     The  roofi 
which  must  have  been  of  corresponding  mag* 
nificence,  is  totally  demolished,  and  its  interior 
exposed  to  all  the  fury  of  elements.    It  is  di» 
vided  into  three  separate  aisles,  similar  to  those 
in  our  English  cadiedrals.     The  centre  one  is 
more  than  double  the  width  of  those  on  each 
side.   Those  pUlars  which  are  ranked  to  form  the 
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Magnific  ^vaUs  and  heaven-assaulting  spires, 

What  though  in  haughty  eminence  erect; 

Vain  the  poor  providence  of  homaa  art, 

And  mortal  strength  how  vain  !*'  Smart. 
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aisles  are  of  Corinthian  orderi  and  round  the 
walls  rows  of  pilasters^  betwe^i  whioh  are  deep 
recesses,  and  of  considerable  height,  where 
formerly  there  may  have  stood  colossal  statues, 
to  add  to  the  further  <»iiament  of  this  temple. 
At  the  upper  end  of  it,  I  ascended  by  steps  to 
the  sanctuary,  or  altar,  appropriated  for  wor- 
shipping of  the  idol  to  which  the  edifice  had 
been  exclusively  dedicated^  richly  beautified 
with  festoons  of  flowers,  birds,  and  fruit,  &a 
cut  out  in  the  most  ingenious  and  natural  man- 
ner. In  this  unrivalled  monument  of  Pagan 
superstition,  contemplating  the  rude  age  in  which 
it  was  founded,  that  degradation  on  the  part  of 
immortal  beings  to  adore  inanimate  objects^ 
made  with  their  own  hands^  which  have  <^  ears  and 
hear  not,  eyes  yet  do  not  see*  j"  how  deep  ought 
the  law  of  gratitude  to  be  engraven  on  hearts  of 
creatures,  at  the  present  day,  from  living  in  a 
land  of  gospel-light,  where  no  stocks  and  stones 
are  held  up  to  be  worshipped,  but  the  only  living 
and  true  God,  a  spirit,  commanded  to  be  adored 
in  spirit  and  truth,  and  that  there  has  been  put 
into  their  hands  a  volume,  containing  those  truths 
which  are  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salva- 
tion. 

After  satisfying  my  curiosity,  I  took  a  genera) 

*  Pdalm  cxv;  6. 
H  H  4 
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view  of  those  frightful  scenes  of  desolation 
spread  around,  where  I  found  many  objects  to 
excite  amazement  Nothing  appears  more  as- 
tonishing than  the  stones  composing  the  wall 
which  surround  these,  the  dimensions  whereof 
wUl  hardly  receive  credibility.  Supposing  now 
that  three  of  these  stones  are  placed  end  to  end, 
they  wiU  be  found  to  extend  to  about  190  feel^ 
two  of  which  are  upwards  of  sixty  feet  in  length, 
and  the  other  about  three  feet  more ;  and  what 
is  more  extraordinary,  they  are  raised  from 
twenty  to  thirty  feet  above  the  foundation.  One 
is  absolutely  lost  in  conjecture^  as  much  so  as  in 
viewing  the  materials  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt, 
with  regard  to  that  exact  plan  which  was  foUow- 
ed  out  to  raise  and  fit  these  enormous  stones  into 
their  proper  places,  at  the  execution  of  the  build- 
ing ;  also  the  nature  of  the  SMfiR>lding  employed, 
and  machinery  adapted  to  bring  them  to  the 
spot;  for  it  is  evident,  as  I  shall  afterwards  notice 
that  they  must  have  been  conveyed  fit>m  quarries 
at  a  considerable  distance,  and  beyond  the  dty, 
where  materials  were  discovered  for  every  pur- 
pose of  building. 

The  next  object  is  the  theatre,  of  which  little 
more  than  a  wall  is  in  existence.  Passing 
through  it  I  entered  a  square,  probably  marked 
out  as  the  palace  of  kings,  being  surrounded 
with  buildings   of   the   greatest   magnificence. 
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On  each  side  of  it  a  double  line  of  columns  sup- 
port galleries^  and  afford  a  covered  passage  of 
about  150  feet  in  lengtli,  by  sixteen  in  breadth. 
The  bottom  of  the  court  appears  to  have  been 
occupied  by  the  grand  portico  of  this  edifice, 
consisting  of  stately  Corinthian  columns,  each  of 
one  solid  piece  of  marble,  and  the  finest  propor- 
tions.  In  surveying  these  ruins,  one  may  indeed 
form  a  pretty  correct  idea  of  the  sumptuous 
palace  of  a  mighty  monarch.*  At  every  step 
the  eye  is  arrested  by  a  combination  of  such 
striking  objects  for  beauty  and  grandeur,  such  as 
galleries  extending  in  length  200  feet,  gigantic 
portals,  arches,  and  windows,  and  enriched  with 
festoons  of  sculpture,  presenting  a  scene  which 
falls  to  the  lot  of  few  men  to  behold. 

All  the  descriptions  which  have  been  given  of 
these  stupendous  buUdings  appear  to  be  involved 
in  obscurity,  so  far  as  regards  their  founder, 
and  the  period  of  being  set  down.t  These  I  be- 
lieve have  never  been,  or  ever  wiU  be  correctly 
ascertained.  One  opinion,  indeed,  entertained  is^ 


*  <<  Though  he  hU  house  of  polished  marble  built, 
Yet  shall  it  ruin  like  the  moth's  frail  cell. 
Or  sheds  of  reeds^  which  summer  heats  repel/' 

Sandys. 
f  "  We  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  cxpence  of 
tb?se  magnificent  structures  could  be  supplied  by  private 
and  munificent  liberality.*'— Gibbon. 
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that  it  was  the  operation  of'  Solomon  himself; 
and  another,  the  emperor  Adrian ;  but  no  evi- 
dence has  been  brought  forward  in  confinnatton 
of  it,  beyond  a  passage  of  Scripture^  though  it 
is  founded  merely  on  ccHijecture  that  the  descrip^ 
tion  there  applies  to  Baalbeck.*  The  enormous 
stones  I  have  alluded  to,  as  being  employed  in 
these  buildings,  may  here^  with  propriety,  be 
compared  with  a  description  of  those  of  th,e  splen- 
did temple  erected  by  Solomon,  t  Their  mag- 
nitude must  indeed  have  been  unquesti^maU^ 
since  they  had  excited  astonishment  from  the 
disciples  of  Christ  t,  which  was  followed  by 
his  prediction,   that,  notwithstanding  th^  ap- 

*  <<  Solomon  made  a  house  for  Pharaoh's  daughter,  whom 
he  had  taken  to  wife. 

**  All  these  were  of  costly  stones,  according  to  the  mea- 
sures of  hewed  stones,  sawed  with  saws  within  and  without^ 
even  from  the  foundation  unto  the  coping,  and  so  on  the 
outside  toward  the  great  court. 

<<  And  the  foundation  was  of  costly  stmiea,  eroi  greal 
stones,  stones  often  cubits,  and  stones  of  eight  cubits. 

''  And  above  were  costly  stones,  after  the  measures  of 
hewed  stones. 

'<  And  the  great  court  round  about  was  with  three  irows  of 
hewedstones,  and  a  row  of  cedar  beams." — 1  Kings  vii.  8 — 12. 

f  <<  White  and  strong,  50  feet  long,  24  broad,  and  16  in 
thickness."  —  Josephus. 

t  <<  And  as  he  went  out  of  the  Temple^  one  of  his  disciples 
said  unto  him.  Master,  See  tnhat  manner  of  stones  and  what 
huUdings  are  here."  —  Mark  xiii.  1. 

<<  When  they  looked,  they  saw  that  the  vtone  was  rolled 
away»  for  it  was  very  great.** — Mark  xvi.  4. 
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parent  strength,  they  should  be  utterly  demo- 
lished. 

But  whoever  was  the  author,  never  could  the 
human  mind  conceive  more  extensive  and  mighty 
workmanship  from  those  wrecks,  wrestling  with 
the  ravages  of  time  for  an  existence.  Now  what 
an  awful  and  instructive  lesson  do  such  spectacles 
hold  out  to  the  pride  and  vanity  of  man,  and 
instability  of  all  human  grandeur!  *  The  very 
names  of  the  founders  of  this  unrivalled  temple, 
and  all  its  attendant  edifices,  cease  to  be  re- 
minded ;  nay,  have  never  been  handed  down  to 
posterity.  Their  memory t  is,  alas!  for  ever 
perished,  even  from  the  local  traditions  of  those 
miserable  barbarians,  who  draw  out  an  exist- 
ence, almost  buried  in  the  overwhelming 
ruins;  who  are  impressed  with  belief,  not  that 
these  were  either  planned  by  ingenuity,  and 
executed  by  the  labour  of  human  creatures  like 
themselves,  but  are  absolutely  operations  of  the 
infernal  enemy  of  mankind. 

*  *'  The  cloud-capt  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces  i 
The  solemn  temples^  the  great  globe  itself. 
Yea,  all  which  it  inherit,  shall  dissolve. 
And,  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision, 
Leave  not  a  wreck  behind !"  Shakspearb. 

f  <'  AMJlesh  is  grasSy  and  all  its  ghryfades^ 
Like  the  fair  flower  dishevelled  in  the  wind ; 
Riches  have  wings,  and  grandeur  is  a  dream." 

COWFER. 
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'  I  walked  to  a  rock  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
town,  which  affords  convincing  proof,  that  the 
immense  stones  of  which  these  buildings  were 
composed,  must  have  been  taken  from  it,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  vast  excavations  made  there.  I 
remarked  in  particular,  a  huge  stone,  which  had 
been  cut,  and  prepared  to  be  removed,  and, 
on  measuring,  it  was  about  twenty  feet  in  length, 
seventeen  in  breadth,  and  about  fourteen  in  thick- 
ness. Although  it  must  have  remained  in  the  same 
spot  for  ages,  yet  the  stone  appeared  so  very  new 
and  fresh,  that  one  would  suppose  the  operation 
had  taken  place  yesterday;  and,  like  the' enor- 
mous needle  of  Alexandria,  lies  prostrate,  defying 
all  human  power  to  move  it  from  its  firm  situ- 
ation 

The  city  of  Baalbeck,  which  appears  to  have 
been  surrounded  by  walls,  must  have  been  one  of 
peculiar  grandeur  and  importance,  whose  citi- 
zens were  illustrious  by  their  spirit  or  pride  and 
luxury,  and  had  great'  intercourse  in  the  way  of 
trade  with  those  of  Tyre,  Sidon,  and  others 
along  the  coast ;  and  also  Damascus,  Babylon, 
&c.  in  the  interior,  when  all  these  cities  were  in 
their  highest  fame  *  and  glory.  The  place,  about 
a  century  ago,  contained  50,000  inhabitants,  and 
suffered  severely  from  an  earthquake.  As  it  exists 

•  "  The  best  concerted  scheme^  men  lay  iorjame 
Diejast  atoay  ;  only  themselves  die  faster." 

Blair. 
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at  present  it  is  very  inconsiderable ;  the  houses 
being  mean,  and  the  inhabitants,  may  amount 
from  four  to  five  hundred,  about  fifty  of  whom  are 
Christians,  and  marked  by  extreme  poverty*  I 
brought  letters  addressed  to  the  person  acting 
as  governor,  (a  ludicrous  title  in  such  place,) 
who  was  from  home  ;  but  I  was  accommodated 
with  one  apartment  in  the  house  of  an  illiterate 
priest,  of  the  Greek  persuasion,  where  I  remained 
all  night,  as  I  then  found  that  I  could  not  go 
over  the  whole  place  in  half  a  day.  I  had 
often  occasion  to  enter  into  conversation  with 
some  of  the  natives,  who  are  in  the  greatest 
ignorance,  attach  no  sort  of  value  to  the 
beauty  and  worth  of  these  precious  relics  of 
ancient  architecture;  and  having  informed  them 
I  came  from  England  they  expressed  astonish- 
ment  that  any  person  should  come  from  such  an 
immense  distance  merely  to  look  at  "  a*number 
of  stones/*  Some  of  the  houses  appear  to  have 
been  built  from  the  materials  which  these  ruins  so 
abundantly  afford ;  others  patched  and  repaired 
with  tliese ;  and  the  finest  Corinthian  capitals  are 
broken  off,  to  afford  convenient  seats  at  the  door. 
On  almost  every  house  there  is  to  be  found  some 
inscription  on  the  stones  which  have  been  used 
for  its  formation. 

On  the  whole,  in  viewing  these  invaluable  re- 
mains of  the  art,  ingenuity,  and  physical  strength 
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of  man,  I  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  sur- 
prise on  finding  that  a  spot  of  such  interest  should 
have  been  visited  by  so  few  of  those  travellers 
who  have  run  over  Egypt,  Greece,  Italy,  and  other 
countries,  in  search  of  ancient  images,  and  mar* 
bles;  therefore  I  would  now  call  on  the  artist 
and  man  of  taste,  to  direct  his  views  to  Baalbeck, 
where  he  will  be  supplied  with  the  highest  anti- 
quities, and  subjects  for  his  chisd,  the  pencil^ 
and  contemplation. 

After  I  had  viewed  all  that  was  attractive  there^ 
I  intended  to  have  proceeded  to  Tripoli,  and  from 
thence  to  Aleppo;  but  the  danger  having  been 
pointed  out  from  snow,  which  lay  deep  on 
the  mountains  I  should  haye  been  obliged  to 
pass,  the  journey  was  given  up,  when  I  then  re- 
traced my  steps  to  Zachale.  I  had  enjoyed  yes- 
terday, as  I  observed,  a  delightful  prospect  of  the 
whole  plain  and  surroimding  scenery,  under  a 
glorious  sun,  with  most  serene  atmosphere;  but 
to-day  beheld  it  in  the  wildest  and  most  ter- 
rific grandeur.  I  was  unluckily  overtaken  by 
storm,  which  almost  came  on  in  a  moment,  with 
mighty  fury,  conveying  an  idea  of  the  end  of  all 
things ;  during  which  there  was  darkness  over  the 
whole  land*,  greater  indeed  than  I  had  occasion 
to  observe  at  any  time  of  day.   The  rain,  emblem- 

*  <'  A  dayofdarkness  and  ofgloominesByadajof  clouds  and 
thick  darkness^  as  the  morning  spread  upon  the  mountauMj." 

Joel,  ii.  2. 
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atical  of  that  mercy  which  falls  from  heaven,  as  > 
represented  by  the  English  bard*,  descended 
in  torrents,  and,  forcing  its  way  by  pouring 
down  the  mountains,  was  swept  along,  and  con- 
verted into  volumes  of  thick  cloud  and  mist,  by 
an  extreme  violence  of  the  wind.  The  mighty 
thunder  of  Heaven  t  rolled  loudly  over  head, 
theecho  of  whichrepeated  the  awful  reverberation 
of  every  peal  in  a  manner  most  appalling,  and 
those  vivid  flashes  of  lightning  t  threatened  to 
shoot  forth  balls  of  flre.  $  This  storm  appeared 
to  be  more  tremendous  from  the  solitary  tract  I 
travelled  along,  and  not  having  come  in  contact 
with  a  single  soul.  After  witnessing  the  awful 
and  striking  grandeur,  which  had  been  created 
by    that  Almighty   Being,    in    sending    forth 

*  *'  The  quality  of  mercy  is  not  strained. 
It  drappetk  as  the  rain  from  Heaven 
Upon  the  place  beneath.    It  is  twice  blest : 
It  blesseth  him  that  gires  and  him  that  takes." 

Shakspears. 

f  <<  'Tis  thy  terrific  voice,  thou  God  of  power ! 
Tis  thy  terrific  voice !  all  Nature  hears  it ; 
Awaken 'd  and  alarm'd  she  feels  its  force." 

Smart. 


The  red  flash. 


His  speedy  sword  of  justice."  Thomson. 

§  '<  When  he  uttereth  his  voice,  there  is  a  multitude  of 
waters  in  the  heavens;  — he  maketh  lightnings  with  rain,  and 
bringeth  forth  the  wind  out  of  his  treasures."— -  Jere- 
miah li.  16. 
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messengers  <'  to  fulfil  his  words*/'  I  reached 
the  village  completely  drenched  with  rain,  and 
found  my  clothes  almost  useless. 

On  return  to  the  village  of  Zachale,  where, 
it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  almost  the 
whole  of  the  population,  consisting  ofSOOO,  are 
Christians,  I  perceived  the  inhabitants  busy  in 
drawing  rollers  over  the  roofs  of  their  houses^ 
which  are  flat,  like  sort  of  terraces,  covered 
with  a  composition  of  mud  and  gravel;  and 
during  a  fall  of  rain,  it  appeared  favourable  to 
smootli  these  over,  so  that  they  might  harden  after 
the  operation  of  rolling,  and  during  the  heat  of 
sun. 

At  taking  leave  of  our  villager,  who  afforded 
accommodation  in  his  cottage,  I  was  amused  at 
his  expressing  to  my  servant  an  anxious  wish 
that  he  should  marry  and  take  with  him  his  only 
daughter,  who,  in  point  of  countenance  and 
strength,  resembled  a  female  of  the  **  heath* 
covered  mountains  of  Scotia."  This,  however, 
he  declined,  and  jocularly  informed  him  that  the 
baggage  on  the  mules  had  been  already  suffi- 
ciently heavy. 

*  <<  Praise  the  Lord,  mountains  and  all  hills,  fire  and  hail, 
snow  and  vapour,  and  stormy  wind."  —  Psalm  cxlviii.  8>  9. 

"  '  The  clouds  pour'd 

Fierce  rain  with  lightning  mix'd,  water  with  fire. 
In  ruin  reconciled :  nor  slept  the  winds 
Within  their  stony  caves,  but  rush'd  abroad." 

Milton. 
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CHAP.  XXXII. 

bBPARTURE  FOR  BAYRfiUTH. — CROSSING    THE    MOUNTAINS* 

WRETCHED    KHAN.  —  VIEW    OF    TOWN    FROM    AN    EMI-. 

NBKCB. —  ARRIVAL.  ^—  DRUSES.  —  DESCRIPTION  OF  THIS 
TRIBE.  —  HINTS  tO  MISSIONARIES.  —  OPINIONS  ENTER- 
TAINED BY  DRUSES  OF  SOUL  AFTER  DEATH. —  THE  CALF 
Ay  OBJECT  OF  IDOLATROUS  WORSHIP  IN  THEIR  TEMPLES. 
— -  PRINCE  OF  THE  MOUNTAINS.  —  BAYREUTR.  -*  POPU* 
LATION*  —  ENGLISH  CONSUL.  —  CONVENT. 

After  rewarding  the  villager  for  lodging,  I  set 
out  early  upon  the  5th  of  April,  and  ascended  the 
mountains,  passing  along  several  covered  with 
snow,  approaching  to  a  state  of  dissolution,  when, 
benumbed  with  cold,  I  arrived  at  a  deplorable 
khan  on  the  summit  of  one  of  these,  where  I  halted 
for  the  night,  and  slept  on  the  ground  in  a  den, 
such  as  an  English  gentleman  would  have  appro^ 
priated  for  the  use  of  swine. 

Next  morning  I  departed  by  sun-ris^  and  after 
travelling  some  time  upon  an  elevation,  a  bound- 
less view  opened  of  the.  country  beneath,  the 
mighty  ocean,  and  Bayreuth,  which  is  situated 
close  to  the  shore.  I  then  descended,  and  after 
riding  along  one  of  tlie  most  steep  and  broken 
up  roads,  arrived  at  the  bottom,  passing  through 

II 
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some  beautiful  gardens  and  vineyavds^  a  sight 
most  refreshing  to  the  eye,  after  those  cold 
and  barren  regions,  over  which  I  had  tra- 
velled. These  are  almost  contiguous  to  the 
town,  where  I  arrived  in  safety ;  proceeded  to 
the  convent,  and  after  being  specially  interrogat- 
ed by  a  jealous  monk,  with  the  door  in  his  hands, 
as  to  the  country  I  had  come  fixim,  my  object  in 
travelling,  and  other  questions,  he  threw  it  open, 
when  I  entered  and  was  shown  into  a  small 
apartment 

Bayreuth,  which  has  been  walled  round,  is 
situated  upon  an  edge  of  the  sea,  on  a  rising 
ground,  and  to  the  north  side  of  a  promon- 
tory, with  one  small  port.  It  is  held  as  a  place  of 
antiquity,  and  called  Berytus^  which  was  taken 
by  Baldwin,  king  of  Jerusalem;  and  has  re- 
peatedly changed  masters  during  the  holy  con- 
test. About  the  period  of  introduction  of  Chris- 
tianity, it  was  distinguished  by  an  instituti<m 
for  a  study  of  jurisprudence,  and  had  the  honour 
of  calling  into  public  life,  some  of  the  most 
distinguidied  civilians.  It  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Druses,  from  whom  it  was  captured  by 
the  Turks,  who  are  now  masters  of  it 

This  extraordinary  tribe  is  supposed  to  owe 
its  origin  to  EH  Durzi,  who  came  from  Persia 
into  Egypt  about  the  eleventii  century;  al- 
though another  account  derives  tiieir  ^xisteace 
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to  stragglers  of  Christxsii  armies  engaged  in  the 
sacred  warfare.  Bayreuth,  under  the  reign  of 
£mir  Faccardine,  their  prince,  was  considered 
of  some  importance,  who  contributed  much  to 
its  improvement,  and  the  ruins  of  his  stately 
palace  are  still  pointed  out  to  travellers. 

When  I  was  at  Grand  Cairo,  I  received  a 
letter  of  introduction  from  a  friar  to  Apsire 
Keysar,  the  present  prince  of  the  Druse^,  or  *<  of 
the  Mountains,''  as  he  is  sometimes  called,  whose 
residence  may  be  about  fifteen  to  twenty  miles 
distant  from  the  town,  to  whom  it  was  trans- 
mitted ;    having   regretted  that  circumstances 
prevented  me  from  visiting  him,  of  whom  report 
was  favourable,   and   he  had  shewn  partiality 
towards  the  English  as  a  nation.    This  extraordi- 
nary tribe,  which  may  be  calculated  at  upwards  of 
100,000,  keep  close  together^  as  a  people,  about 
Mount  Lebanon,  where  (and  probably  after  the 
manner  of  the  Jews,  who  considered  **  it  as  an 
unlawful  thing  to  keep  company,  or  come  wato 
one  of  another  nation,")  no  Mahomedan  is  per- 
mitted to  reinde.     Bayreuth  is  particularly  fre- 
quented by  them,  for  the  supply  of  articles  they 
have  occasion  to  use;  and  I  observed  several 
walking  on  the  streets.    AU  accounts  seem  to 
point  them  out  as  a  most  unenlightened  people, 
involved  in  the  grossest  idolatry  and  error;  and 

II  « 
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the  variety  of  circumstances  related  to  me,  were 
absolutely  so  incredible,  that  I  am  almost  ashamed 
to  touch  upon  tliem  in  writing.  It  may  appear 
to  some  readers  extraordinary,  that  at  the  present 
day,  rational  and  immortal  creatures  should,  in 
place  of  fearing  one  only  living  and  true  God, 
be  found  to  kneel  down  before  any  inanimate 
object*  J  yet  it  is  a  fact,  that  there  exists  among 
this  sect^  the  relic  of  the  ancient  mythology  of 
Egypt;  for  the  representation  of  a  calf  t,  covered 


O  that  men 


(Canst  thou  believe  ?)  should  be  so  stupid  grown. 

As  to  forsake  tlie  living  God,  and  fall 

To  worship  their  own  work  in  wood  aad  stone." 

Milton. 

f  **  It  is  the  land  of  graven  image^f  &nd  they  are  mad 
upon  their  idols."  -l—  Jeremiah  1. 38. 

<<  They  have  made  them  a  molten  calf,  and  have  worshipped 
and  sacrificed  thereunto. 

*^  Oh !  this  people  have  sinned  a  great  sin,  and  have  made 
to  themselves  gods  a£gold"  —  Exod.  xxxii.  8.  31. 

*^  All  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  idols,''  —  Psal.  xcvi.  5. 

"  Neither  be  ye  idolatorsy  as  were  some  of  them.*' —  1  Cor- 
X.  7. 

^'  Thou  shalt  not  bow  down  to  them  or  noorskip  them,  for  I 
the  Lord  thy  God  am  ti  jealous  God."  —  Exod.  xx.  5. 

^<  Now  if  any  man  build  on  this  foundation,  gold^  silver, 
precious  stone,  xoood,  &c.  every  man's  work  shall  be  made 
manifest."—!  Cor.  iii.  12. 

<<  Ye  shall  neither  rear  you  up  a  standing  image  to  ham 
doom  unto  it."  —  Lev.  xxvi.  1. 

"  They  have  no  knowledge  that  set  up  the  toood  of  their 
graven  image,  and  pray  unto  a  god  that  cannot  save."— « 
Isa.  xlv.  20. 
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with  gilding,  is  elevated  in  their  temple,  before 
which  they  prostrate  themselves,  and  offer  up 
solemn  adoration. 

This  country,  in  like  manner  as  those  I  formerly 
described,  throws  open  a  field  for  the  labours  of. 
missionaries  who  are  anxious  to  turn  those  in  dark- 
ness to  light.  I  would  then  strongly  recommend 
them  to  go  to  this  people,  cause  them  cast  down 
such  worthless  objects  of  idolatry,  arid  worship 
that  only  name  under  heaven  by  which  they  can 
be  saved,  before  whom  every  knee  should  bow, 
and  tongue  confess.* 

This  mode  of  worship  must  powerfiilly  re- 
call to  the  mind  of  readers,  the  interesting 
account  handed  down  in  Revelation,  of  that 
resistance  which  was  made  on  the  part  of  cer- 
tain  subjects   of  a  mighty  monarch    to  those 

*  **  Blessed  is  the  people  that  knotv  thejo^fid  sound^  they 
shall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance.'*  — 
Psal.  Ixxxix.  15. 

''  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid; 
which  is  Jesus  Christ.''  —  1  Cor.  iii.  11. 

^*  Turn  to  the  Lord,  and  say  unto  him.  Take  away  aH 
iniquity,  and  receive  us  graciously :  so  will  we  render  the 
cahes  of  our  lips."  —  Hosea  xiv.  2. 

<<  The  extraordinary  fact  of  the  preservation  of  an  ancient 
Egyptian  superstition,  in  the  honours  paid  to  a  calf  in 
Mount  Libanus,  by  those  Druses  called  Okkals."*- Clarke's 
Travels. 

'*  From  this  we  may  conclude,  with  reason^  that  the  Druses 
have  no  religion.'*— Volnet's  Travels* 
II  3 
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commands  he  had  publicly  proclaimed,  calling 
on  all  his  subjects  to  fall  down  and  worship  a 
golden  idol ;  that  strong  trial  of  faith  exemplified 
on  the  part  of  three  of  them  who  resisted  the  in- 
junction,  and  miraculous  deliverance^  accom- 
plished by  the  power  of  God,  from  that  blazing 
furnace  into  which  they  were  thrown.* 

In  the  course  of  a  history  imparted  to  me  of 
the  doctrine  of  transmigration  entertained  by 
these  Druses,  I  was  informed,  one  opinion  is, 
that  at  death,  the  souls  of  persons  who  had  led 
moral  lives,  enter  into  horses  who  are  well  fed 
and  kindly  treated ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
vital  principle  of  the  wicked,  pass  into  those 
animals  which  are  starved,  and  treated  with  se* 
verity  by  their  owners,  t 

*  '<  Is  it  true,  O  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abed-nego,  do 
not  ye  8erv.e  my  gods,  nor  worship  the  golden  image  which  I 
have  set  up?&a 

*'  Then  these  men  were  bound,  &c.  and  were  cast  into  the 
intdst  of  the  burning  fire. 

^*  And  the  princes,  &c,  saw  these  men,  upon  whose  bodies 
Aejire  had  no  power,"  &c.  — Dan.  iii.  14u  21.  27. 

f  ^^  The  Pharisees  believed  that  every  soul  was  incor- 
ruptible, but  that  the  souls  alone  of  the  good  passed  into 
other  bodies^  and  that  the  spirits  of  the  wicked  were  doomed 
to  everlasting  punishment**'  —  Jossphus  Bell.  Ind.  p.  1065. 
Hudson. 

**  As  to  lesser  crimes,  their  opinion  was,  that  they  were 
punished  in  the  bodies  which  the  souls  which  committed 
them  were  next  sent  into.     According  to  this  hotion  it  was. 
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Ag»n»  little  respect  appears  to  be  paid  to  tlie 
degrees  of  relationship  in  the  view  of  marriaget 
since  they  intermarry  with  their  nearest  kindred, 
as  if  no  law  whatever  existed  to  regulate  the 
intercourse  of  sexes^  marriage  being  permitted 
between  brothers  and  sisters.  Those  who  lead 
a  life  of  celibacy,  are  particularly  distinguished 
by  wearing  white  turbans.  Faccardine,  the  prince 
I  have  alluded  to,  whose  name  is  mentioned  with 
great  respect,  was  also  not  exempted  from  main- 
taining singular  opinions,  for  he  introduced  an 
extraordinary  custom,  which  it  is  said,  his  lineal 
descendants  follow,  (and,  unhappily  indeed,  many 
of  our  own  dissipated  countrymen  observe,  though 
under  different  motives,)  namely,  that  of  turning 
day  into  night }  proceeding  from  an  idea  that 
princes  cannot  repose  in  a  state  of  security  except* 
ing  during  day,  when  the  improper  designs  of  men 
are  more  accurately  witnessed,  and  counteracted 
by  their  guards  $  and  during  night  it  is  incumbent 
on  them  to  be  watehful,  lest  traitors  should  take 


that  the  disciples  asked  Christ,  in  the  case  of  the  man  who 
was  bom  blind,  who  had  sinned,  that  he  should  be  bom 
blind."—  Pridkaux's  Connect.  voL  ii.  p.  340. 

'*  The  Turks,  seeing  the  stork  so  attached  to  the  abodes 
of  men,  even  believe  the  iranumgrution  of  the  human  soul 
into  them."—  Turrer's  Tour  in  the  Levant. 

I  I  4 
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advantage   of  darkness  and   sleep,   to  execute 
treasonable  purposes.* 

*  As  I  understand  some  prince  of  the  Druses  paid  a  visit 
to  the  metropolis  of  this  country,  it  may  be  amusing  to  hear 
the  sentiments  of  FHar  Leander  on  those  of  his  own  time : — 
**  I  had  frequently  heard  that  several  individuals,  calling 
themselves  princes  of  Mount  Lebanon,  had  visited  Europe; 
and  this  made  me  the  more  curious  to  know  where  they 
dwelt,  and  what  was  the  nature  of  their  principality ;  but  not 
being  able  to  meet  with  any  vestige  of  them,  I  at  lengtli 
comprehended  that  there  are  certain  vagabonds,  who,  issuing 
firom  the  den  (a)  in  which  they  lie  concealed,  like  so  many 
beasts  of  prey,  have  had  the  audacity  to  appear  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  monarchs  of  Europe,  and  to  beg  their  succour 
against  the  tyranny  of  the  Turks,  by  whom,  they  say,  their 
feodal  possessions  are  occupied.     Others  have  given  out, 
that  these  long  and  painful  journeys  have  been  undertaken 
by  them  to  free  from  the  invasions  of  the  barbarians  the 
numerous  monasteries  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  in  these  parts, 
and  that  to  collect  alms  for  them,  was  the  chief  occasion  of 
their  visiting  our  Europe.    Lastly,  others  propagating  the 
like  fables,  have  so  augmented  the  numbers  of  the  princes 
of  Mount  Lebanon,  that  if  a  catalogue  were  to  be  made  of 
them,  it  would  be  much  more  considerable  than  that  of  the 
princes  who  are  distributed  throughout  the  world.    What 
more  especially  deceives  our  Europeans  is,  that  these  fellows 
are  well  provided  with  commendatory  letters,  given  them  by 
the  missionaries ;  by  the  superior  of  several  of  the  monas- 
teries; by  the  consuls,  and  even  occasionally  by  our  monarchs 
themselves.    I  have  been  enabled  to  trace  the  origin  of  this 
fraud ;  which  is  this,  that  on  the  pretext  of  piety,  and  of 
vows  made  to  visit  the  holy  places  of  Rome,  they,  in  the  first 
instance,  obtained  from  some  missionary,  certain  letters  of 
recommendation,  in  which  the  title  of  Skiek  was  bestowed 

(n)  Smiill  grottos,  or  caverns,  excavated  in  the  sides  of  the  rock. 
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Nothing  is  to  be  seen  in  the  town  of  Bayreuth 
very  striking  to  the  eye  of  a  traveller,  who  meets 
with  no  insult  in  the  Christian  or  European  cos- 
tume.  The  streets  are  gloomy  and  narrow;  and  the 
inhabitants  may  be  estimated  at  upwards  of  8000, 
1500  of  whom  are  Christians.  The  chief  opera* 
tion.I  observed  carrying  on,  was  that  of  making 
wooden  trunks  and  boxes,  daubed  over  with  paltry 
figures  in  paint,  and  of  such  coarse  miserable 
workmanship,  that  the  most  clumsy  carpenter  in 
any  village  in  Britain  would  be  ashamed  to  allow 


on  them,  that  being  the  greatest  which  can  be  given  to  the 
most  noble  of  these  vagabonds;  and  the  interpreter,  not 
having  found  a  corresponding  word  in  the  Italian,  (which  in 
my  opinion  ought  to  be  chiefs)  has  employed  the  term  prince f 
by  the  abuse  of  which  title,  others,  perceiving  the  good  effect 
it  had  produced  with  their  predecessors,  have  since  con- 
tinued, for  a  long  time,  to  impose  on  the  credulous  Euro- 
peans, adding,  according  to  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed,  a  thousand  impostures.  These  letters,  having 
been  carefully  preserved  by  them,  have  descended  from 
father  to  son,  and  if  the  latter  has  not  chosen  to  migrate,  he 
has  nevertheless  contrived  to  sell  them  for  a  considerable 
sum  to  any  one  belonging  to  his  nation  who  was  desirous  to 
profit  by  them.  The  Court  of  France  has  repeatedly  sent 
orders  to  the  French  consuls  not  to  suffer  these  impostors  to 
embark ;  but  they  have  found  another  route,  and  travel  by 
land  from  Constantinople  to  Vienna,  whence  they  disperse 
themselves  over  the  other  cities,  provinces,  and  kingdoms  of 
Europe,  as  they  can  best  turn  it  to  their  account.  Now  con- 
sider, gentle  reader,  how  infamous  these  miscreants  are,  and 
what  a  ridicule  they  throw  on  oqr  crowned  potentates  !** 
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to  come  from  his  hands.  The  gardens  about 
the  town,  which  are  extremely  beautifijl,  and 
abound  with  fruit,  are  the  most  interesting  ob- 
jects. Sjgnior  Pietro  Lorella,  an  Italian  by  birth, 
acts  as  English  consul,  under  Malagamba,  at 
Acre,  who  called  and  took  me  to  his  house,  and 
from  whom  I  afterwards  received  a  card  to 
dinner,  with  the  extraordinary  address  c^,  <<  To 
Mi  Lord  Inglesse  Wilson.'*  He  showed  much 
hospitahty,  and  took  occasion  to  be  loud  in  his 
complaints  that  he  had  not  been  permitted  to  dis- 
play the  English  flag,  a  privilege  confined  to  those 
consuls  at  Alexandria  and  Acre.  The  official 
costume  of  this  consul  was  rather  ludicrous,  con- 
sisting of  a  long  red  cloak,  with  half  boots,  high 
cocked  hat,  like  that  of  a  Frenchman,  white 
waistcoat  and  small-clothes,  with  a  long  gold- 
headed  cane,  carried  in  hand,  similar  to  those 
used  by  medical  characters  of  the  old  school 

The  convent  here  is  one  of  the  worst  I  ever 
entered,  and  inhabited  by  a  solitary  monk,  who 
is  extremely  poor,  and  altogether  destitute  of 
those  comforts  to  be  met  with  in  the  other 
monasteries;  and  what  must  seem  opposite  to 
that  rigid  law  observed  by  the  brotherhood 
respecting  exclusion  of  females  from  residing 
within,  or  even  entering  the  walls  of  these  insti- 
tutions, I  found  an  upper  apartment  inhabited 
by  a  family,  consisting  of  man  and  wife  with 
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several  children,  and  for  the  use  of  it  the  monk 
received  regularly  a  sum  in  name  of  rent  A  gar- 
den with  fruit  trees  adjoins  the  convent,  where  he 
pointed  out  vaults  with  several  coffins,  in  which 
the  ashes  repose  of  some  of  those  who  had  fidlen 
at  the  seige  of  Acre. 

I  could  not  command  time  to  visit  the  field,  at 
some  distance  from  this  place,  where  it  is  under- 
stood St  George  had  come  in  contact  with  the 
Dragon ;  so  that  afler  rewarding  the  monk  for 
his  lodging,  I  proposed  to  drcumscribe  the  extent 
of  my  journey,  as  originally  laid  down,  and  there- 
fore relinquished  the  intention  of  visiting  Tripoli, 
Tarsus,  and  Aleppo,  and  prepared  to  embark  for 
Cyprus. 

Had  the  limits  of  this  work  admitted,  it  was 
my  intention  to  have  given  full  descriptions  of 
the  other  countries  through  which  I  travelled, 
especially  those  parts  where  ambassadors  had 
laboured  to  propagate  Christianity.  Since,  how- 
ever, I  have  found  this  impracticable,  from  the 
detail  already  given,  and  relative  observations 
having  extended  to  greater  length  than  originally 
contemplated,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  giving 
a  rapid  sketch  only  of  the  future  journey,  until 
my  return  to  Britain. 

On  leaving  Bayreuth,  I  sailed  to  Cyprus,  in 
company  with  a  medical  gentleman,  who  fully 
confirmed  the  fact  of  the  Druses  worshipping  the 
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calf,  having  lately  been  witness  to  it*  This 
place  is  distinguished  by  visits  received  from 
an  apostle  "  who  went  through  the  islet," 
preaching  the  word  of  God,  and  joined  by  Bisur- 
nabas,  a  native.  I  disembarked  at  Lamica,  and 
proceeded  to  the  convent  Among  other  places 
I  visited  Nicotia,  the  capital,  and  on  returning 
from  it  to  Lamica,  was  surprised  at  finding  my- 
self almost  enveloped  in  a  cloud,  or  thick  bodyt 
of  locusts,  covering  the  ground,  and  skipping 
like  grasshoppers,  with  hissing  noise,  and  a  sight 
so  altogether  novel,  that  it  occasioned  some 
degree  of  apprehension.  Any  person  who  has 
read.  Scripture  with  the  slightest  degree  of  at- 
tention, cannot  fail  to  reflect  with  horror  on 
these!"  grievous  swarm  of  flies  §,"  sent  forth  by 
the  incensed  majesty  of  heaven  on  a  guilty 
world.     The  vengeance,  indeed,  of  an  almighty 

*  ^  The  worship  of  the  calf  has  been  doubted,  and  b/ 
some  denied;  but  the  existence  of  this  relic  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Mount  Lebanus  is  placed  beyond  doubt; 
Colonel  Capper  informed  the  author  he  had  witnessed  th« 
superstition^"  —  Clarkb's  Travels. 

f  Acts  xiii.  6. 

J  "  They  shall  not  break  their  ranks."  —  Joel  ii.  7. 

§  ^*l  will  send  stoamu  qfjlies  upon  thee,  and  upon  thy 
servants,  and  upon  thy  people,  &c.  and  also  the  ground 
whereon  they  are."  —  Exod.  viii.  21. 

'*  And  there  came  out  of  the  smoke  locusts  upon  the  earth , 
and  unto  them  was  given  power,  as  scorpions  of  the  earth 
have  power."  — Rev.  ix.  7. 
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power  in  such  visitations  can  only  be  figured  by 
those  who  have  witnessed  their  sweeping  rav-* 
ages;  and  in  some  countries  the  inhabitants 
actually  lay  in  provisions  against  famine  created 
by  the  devastation  of  locusts.*  It  has  been  pre- 
sumed they  have  a  government  similar  to  that 
of  bees,  and  when  the  king  rises  he  is  followed 
by  the  whole  band,  but  I  apprehend  this  is  con- 
tradicted by  hini  who  was  possessed  of  wisdom,  t 
It  is  further  mentioned  that  Arabs  salt  and  eat 
locusts,  although  I  had  no  opportunity  of  re- 
marking the  fact  in  any  intercourse  I  had  with 
this  tribe,  although,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is 
decisive  evidence  they  were  permitted  as  a  species 
of  food  under  the  Jewish  dispensation  t,  and  also 
partaken  by  John,  precursor  of  Christ,  in  the 
wilderness.  §  In  allusion  to  the  infelicities  of 
old  age,  the  grasshopper,  which  I  presume  to  be 
meant  for  locust,  is  also  referred  to.  || 

On  return  to  the  convent,  having  informed 
the  monks  of  this  phenomenon,  they  treated  it 
lightly,  and  assured  'me  that  at  particular  seasons 

*  ^*  He  gave  their  increase  to  the  caterpillar,  and  iheir « 
labour  unto  the  locust.**  —  Psal.  Ixxviii.  46. 

f  *^  The  locusts  have  no  king,  yet  they  go  forth  in  bands." 

—  Prov.  iii.  37- 

X  <<  Even  these  of  them  ye  may  eat,  the  locust  after  his 
kind,  and  the  bald  locust  after  his  kind,"  &c.— Levit.  xi.  22. 
§  <<  And  his  meat  uxis  locusts,**  &c,  —  Matt.  iii.  4. 
II  ^*  The  grasshopper  shall  be  a  burden,  and  desire  shall  fail.'" 

—  Ecclesiasticus  xii.  5. 
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locusts  came  in  such  fonnidaUe  numbers*,  as 
actually  to  darken  t  or  obscure  the  sun  itself,  and 
the  work  of  destruction  was  incalculable.  Their 
grand  objects  of  attack,  in  particukr,  were  the 
vine  and  fig-trees,  which  are  stripped  so  com* 
pletely  bare  of  leaves  as  to  convert  the  trees, 
almost  in  one  moment,  into  an  image  of  winter  t, 
and  a  husbandman,  who  at  the  rising  of  the  sun 
beholds  his  fields  fair  and  luxurious,  finds  these, 
before  it  goes  down,  absolutely  bare,  like  a  desert. 
In  this  island  they  arise  from  an  immense  trads:  of 
waste  land,  afibrding  shelter,  with  the  poweriul 
heat:  in  short,  desolation  attends  their  prepress  in 
every  direction,  and  a  more  destructive  scourge, 
I  believe,  a  country  never  was  visited  with,  and 
when  antiently  set  loose  as  a  judgment  upon  this 
earth,  these  devouring  insects  were  of  an  enormous 
size.  §     How  much  ought  it  not  to  be  a  subject 

*  **  He  spake,  and  the  locusts  came  without  number." — 
Psal.  cv.  S4. 

f  **  They  covered  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  so  that  the 
land  was  darkened." —  Exod.  x.  15. 

«  A  darksome  cloud  of  locusts,  stoarming  down. 
Must  eaty  and  on  the  ground  leave  nothing  green." 

t  "  They  did  eat  every  herb  of  the  land,  and  all  thejruii 
2f  the  trees,  and  there  remained  not  any  green  thing  on  the 
trees"  —  Exod.  x,  15. 

<<  Grasshoppers  eat  up  the  green  of  whole  countries.** 

Bacon. 

'<  Nothing  shall  escape  them."  — Joel  ii.  3. 

§  And  the  locusts  went  up  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
rested  in  all  the  coasts  of  Egjrpt ;  very  grievous  were  they, 
before  them  there  were  no  such  locusts.'*  ^^  Exod,  x.  14. 
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of  gratitude,  that  the  i&land  of  Albion  has  been 
exempted  from  such  irightful  visitations,  which 
have  also  extended  to  other  places  of  the  earth.* 
I  embarked  at  Lamica,  and  skirted  along  the 
western  side  of  this  island,  having  often  distinct 
views  of  Paphos,  a  small  town  at  the  bottom  of  a 
mountain,  where  the  goddess  of  idolatry  had  been 
demolished  by  the  presence  of  St.  Paul,  and  his 
eloquent  persuasion  had  attracted  the  notice  of 
one  person  in  authority  there,  who  was  attempted 
to  be  drawn  aside  from  the  faith  by  artifices 
of  another,  which  not  only  called  forth  the 
marked  indignation  of  this  apostle,  but  was  fbl* 

*  **  We  were  told  the  plain  was  covered  with  birds.  Hiink- 
hkg  they  might  be  foreign  birds,  we  hastened  to  meet  them; 
but  iti  place  of  birds  we  saw  a  doud  of  locusts^  stopping  at 
each  blade  of  grass,  to  devour  it,  then  flying  off  to  new 
food.**  — Denon  on  Upper  Egypt. 

<<  The  air  was  darkened,  and  looking  up,  I  saw  a  doud 
spreading  over  the  heavens,  here  and  there  semi-transparent, 
in  other  parts  so  dense  and  black  as  quite  to  eclipse  the 
light  of  the  sun.  This  was  a  flight  of  locusts.  I  was  struck 
with  a  dreadful  apprehension,  and  returned,  shuddering  with 
horror,  towards  the  village  I  left.  I  saw  the  villagers,  old 
and  young,  out  and  middng  a  wild  and  clamorous  noise, 
ringing  upon  their  brazen  utensils,  to  alarm  the  locusts  firam 
settling.  All  was  of  no  avail.  The  plague  literally  caane 
down  in  swarms,  entered  the  houses,  infested  the  food. 
The  hedges  and  corn-fields  I  left  in  vigorous  green  fresh- 
ness, appeared  next  day  as  barren  as  the  sandy  waste. 
Nothing  was  heard  but  the  murmuring  of  the  devouring 
insect,  and  lamentation  of  the  people."— Mobisr>  Joun&ey 
through  Persia. 
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lowed  up  by  demonstrative  proof  of  that  power 
with  which  he  was  armed  from  heaven,  in  de- 
priving such  officious  character  of  the  organs 
of  vision*;  an  event  that  struck  terror  in  the 
mind  of  that  chief  person,  and  founded  a  firm  be- 
lief of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  which  had  been 
proclaimed  by  this  chosen  vessel  of  Christ  t  I 
next  passed  Samos,  where  he  was  led  in  the 
Spirit t,  distinguished  as  the  place  of  the  nati* 
vity  of  Pythagoras,  who  taught  the  principle  of 
an  immortality  of  soul,  the  unity  of  a  supreme 
God,  infinite,  requiring  to  be  worshipped  in 
truth,  and  with  humility  of  heart  I  disembarked 
at  Rhodes,  which  was  also  visited  by  Paul§; 
afterwards  sailed  in  view  of  the  rocky  moun- 
tains of  Patmos  II,  sanctified  by  the  presence  of 

*  <<  And  Saul  (who  is  also  called  FsLu\)flled  tvUh  the  Holy 
Ghost,  set  his  eyes  upon  him,  and  said, 

<'  O  full  of  all  subtilty  and  mischief,  thou  child  of  the  devil, 
thou  enemy  of  all  righteousness,  wilt  thou  not  cease  to  per- 
vert the  right  ways  of  the'  Lord  ? 

<<  And  now,  behold,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  upon  thee» 
and  thou  shedt  be  blind,  &c.  And  immediately  there  fell  on 
him  a  mist,  and  a  darkness,  and  he  went  about  seeking  some 
to  lead  him  by  the  hand.'* 

f  **  Then  tJie  deputy,  when  he  saw  what  was  done,  be- 
lieved, being  astonished  at  the  doctrine  of  the  Lord.*'  — 
Acts  xiii.  9«— 12. 

j:  <<  The  next  day  we  arrived  at  Samos." —  Acts  xx.  15. 

i  ^*  And  it  came  to  pass  we  came  with  a  straight  course 
unto  Coas,  and  the  day  following  to  Rhodes  "^^AcU  xxxi.  I. 

II  **  I  John  was  in  the  isle  that  is  called  Patmos." —  Rev.  i.  9. 
13 
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St  John,  where,  in  exile  for  the  testimony  of  the 
truth,  he  wrote  affectionate  addresses  to  the  Asia- 
tic churches*,  and  although  in  language  myste- 
rious, and  not  level  to  our  limited  capacities,  yet 
grand  and  sublime.  I  then  arrived  at  Smyrna, 
where,  in  consequence  of  the  plague  having 
broken  out,  and  many  accidents  t  hourly  occur- 
ring, I  was  for  some  time  in  close  quarantine, 
to  avoid  the  contagion,  under  the  hospitable  roof 
of  the  Rev.'  Mr.  Williamson,  English  clergyman,  t 

A  tragical  circumstance  had  just  occurred 
here,  which  it  may  be  interesting  to  Christians 
that  I  should  bring  into  view. 

A  Mahomedan  of  Smyrna,  prevailed,  by  every 
artifice,  upon  a  young  Greek  in  his  service,  to 
abandon  the  Christian  feith,  and  embrace  those 
tenets  of  the  lawgiver  §  of  the  Arabians.  After 
the  period  of  his  engagement  expired,  the  Greek 

*  ^'  I  was  in  the  spirit  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  heard  behind 
me  a  great  voice,  as  of  a  trumpet.  Saying,  what  thou  seest, 
nriie  in  a  book^  and  send  it  to  the  seven  (lurches  in  Ada^  unto 
Epbesus,  and  unto  Smyrna,  and  unto  Pergamos,  and  unto 
Thyatira,  and  unto  Sardis,  and  unto  Philadelphia,  and  unto 
Laodicea."  —  Rev.  i.  10—11. 

\  An  expression  used  in  the  East,  when  death  arises  from 
this  pestilence. 

X  iVo^e— The  author  laments  to  learn,  since  his  return  to 
Britain, .  this  worthy  pastor  <<  of  the  church  of  Smyrna,'*  has 
paid  the  debt  of  nature,  whose  modesty  and  anxiety  in  his 
Christian  career,  and  those  exertions  made  to  promote  a 
Bible  Society  there,  were  distinguished. 

§  Dliterate  Barbarian.  —  Gibbon. 
K    K 
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departed,  when  his  conscience  appearing  to 
teproach  him  for  the  rash  act,  he  went  to  the 
Turkish  judge,  threw  down  his  turban,  told  him 
he  had  been  deceived,  and  that  as  he  was  bom*  he 
would  still  live  and  die  under  the  Christian  name. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  prevail  on  him  to  coli- 
tinue  under  Mahomedan  principles,  by  ofiering 
high  rewards,  in  various  shapes,  since  n6  act 
is  more  affecting  to  the  feelings  of  a  Mussulman, 
than  any  of  his  brethren  abandoning  those  rules 
laid  down  by  the  Koran.*  The  Greek,  however, 
having  i^ejected  every  bribe,  was  put  under  close 
confinement,  and  afterwards  brought  forth  to  be 
decapitated,  on  a  platform  erected  opposite  to 
one  of  the  principal  mosques,  when  a  butcher 
was  employed  to  perform  the  operation  with  a 
sharp  sword. 

Entertaining  a  hope  that  the  Greek  might  still 
retract  his  resolution,  especially  when  the  instni- 
ment  of  death  was  exhibited,  these  offers  were 
repeated  on  the  sci^ld,  nay,  pressed  up<Mi  him 
for  acceptance,  which  were  rejected,  t  On  this, 
the  executioner  was  directed  to  peel  off  with  his 
sword  part  of  the  skin  from  his  neck.^:  Even  this 
torture  did  not  shake,  but  strengthened  the  £»*- 

*  4  ^^^  derived  from  the  Arabic  KorarCf  signifying  tli« 
reading,  or  that  which  ought  to  be  read. 

\  <*Him  that  avercomethj  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple 
of  my  God."  —  Rev.  iii.  12. 

t  «  Be  not  afraid  of  their  terror^  neither  be  troubled/'  — 
1  Pet.  iii.  14. 
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titode  of  this  Christian,  who  loudly  exclaimed, 
« I  was  born  with  Je^us,  and  will  <iie  with  Jesus!" 
The  moment  on  uttering  these  words,  his  head 
was  struck  off  at  one  blow*,  in  presence  of  crowds 
of  Greeks,  who  were  drawn  to  the  spot,  and  hav- 
.  ing  considered  their  countryman  had  died  a  mar- 
tyr to  the  Christian  faith,  they  dipped  their  hand- 
ka:chie&  in  his  blood,  to  retain  as  a  memorial 
of  so  remarkable  an  event  His  head  was  then 
placed  under  the  anust,  and  with  the  body  re- 
mained three  days  exposed  to  public  view,  when 
the  Greeks  were  permitted  afterwards  to  inter  it. 
This,  alas !  happened  to  be  the  third  instance  in 
Smyrna  of  a  Christian  believer  having  been  sacri- 
ficed is^thin  the  last  twenty  years,  and  may  it  be 
devoutly  wished  that  it  shall  be  the  lastt 

I  set  out  for  Ephesus,  and  remarked,  in  the 
course  of  this  journey,  several  tents  pitched  in 
fields,  covered  vnth  black  cloth,  and  approaching 
in  appearance  to  those  I  adverted  to  at  Jericho 

*  ^*  But  and  if  ye  suffer  for  rigkiemunesi  sake,  happy  are 
ye."  —  1  Pet.  iii.  14. 

f  After  the  decapitatioii  of  a  Mohamedan^  his  head  is 
placed  under  the  right  arm,  and  in  this  manner  the  deceased 
is  interred. 

X  *^  Our  curiosity  is  naturally  prompted  to  inquire,  by 
what  means  the  ChritHan  faith  hath  obtained  so  remarkable 
victory  over  the  established  religions  of  the  East  ?  To  this 
enquiry  an  obvious  and  satisfactory  answer  may  be  returned, 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  convincing  evidence  of  the  doctbine 
itself,  and  to  the  ruling  paoviDSNCE  of  its  great  author."  -~ 
Gibbon. 
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and  Mount  Tabor,  as  also  prodigious  flocks  o£ 
storks  fljring  about,  with  \cery  large  stretched 
out  wings,  and  have  a  kind  of  chatter.*  Al- 
though these  are  ranked  among  unclean  birds  t, 
yet  they  are  marked  by  qualities  of  an  amiable 
nature,  and  so  attached  to  the  tops  of  houses  t, 
they  appear  under  no  timidity  of  being  dis- 
lodged, where  I  saw  them  forming  large  nests, 
and  on  the  tops  of  trees§,  who  were  familiar  as 
sparrows,  and,  like  swallows,  these  birds  have  not 
escaped  the  observation  of  prophets,  in  allnsion  to 
a  change  of  residence  from  the  seasons  || ,  which 
are  also  held  as  objects  of  veneration  in  Egyptf , 
and  I  think  are  specially  protected  in  Holland,  as 
well  as  taken  peculiar  care  of  in  other  countries.** 

*  <<  Then  lifted  I  up  mine  eyes,  and  looked,  and  behold  there 
came  out  two  women,  and  the  wind  was  in  their  wings,  for 
they  had  wings  like  the  toingt  of  a  ttorkJ" —  Zech.  v.  9. 

f  ^<  These  are  they  which  ye  shall  have  in  abominadon 
among  the  fowls,  the  stork  and  heron  after  her  kind.**— . 
Levit.  xi.  13 — 19. 

%  "  The  Turks  think  they  bring  a  blessing  to  the  house  on 
which  they  build."  —  Turner's  Tour  in  the  Levant 

''  Happy  i&  the  man  on  whose  dtodling  the  stork  has  built 
her  nfest."  —  Clarke's  Travels. 

J  «  As  for  the  stork,  the  Jir-irees  are  her  house.**  — 
Ptol.  civ.  17. 

II  <<  Yea,  the  stork  in  the  heaven  knoweth  her  appomted 
time."  —  Jer.  viii.  7. 

f  "  It  is  a  very  great  breach  ofordery  orpoUcy,  to  kill  any 
one  of  these  birds  in  Cairo."  —  Brucb's  Travels. 

*•  "  Fez  has  an  hospital,  richly  endowed,  for  the  treatment 
of  lunatics.  It  is  very  strange  that  great  part  of  the  ftinda 
has  been  bequeathed  by  the  wills  of  various  charitable  testa- 
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I  arrived  at  Ephesus*,  and  went  over  masses 
of  ruins  scattered  around,  from  which  a 
spectator  is  enabled  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
once  magnificence  of  this  famous  city,  where, 
notwithstanding  all  opposition,  the  word  of 
God  grew  mightily,  and  prevailed  over  ido- 
latry, in  consequence  of  that  heavenly  and 
poweriul  eloquence  exercised  by  the  .  great 
apostle,  assisted  by  Apollost,  an  Egyptian  be- 
liever, fervent  in  spirit,  who  had  a  most  profound 
knowledge  of  revealed  truth,  having  brought 
home  conviction  to  the  minds  of  the  Ephesians, 
(after  this  city  had  been  in  confusion  and  rage 
at  the  destruction  of  their  goddess  Diana,  and 
the  consequent  inutility  of  those  lucrative  opera- 
tions of  Demetrius,  who  made  for  her  silver 
ornaments  t,)  that  Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God,  and 
prompted  them  to  commit  their  superstitious  and 
costly  publications  mth  idolatrous  artifices  to  the 
flames §,  as  a  public  spectacle  before  all. men.  || 

tors,  for  the  express  purpose  of  nursing  sick  cranes  and  storksy 
and  burying  them  uciien  deadr  •^  Travels  of  Ali  Bet. 

*  <<  Unto  the  angel  oi  the  church  of  Efikesm  write.  These 
things,  saith  he  that  holdeth  the  seven  stars  in  his  right  hand,- 
who  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  golden  candlesticks." 
—  Rev.  ii.  1.  ) 

f  Acts  xviii.  24.        %  Acts  xix.  24.        §  Acts  xviii.  19.  > 
H  N(Ae^  —When  I  was  in  Rome,  there  was  pointed  out  to 
me,  in  the  house  of  Lucien  Buonaparte,  supposed  to  contain 
the  finest  collection  of  paintings  and  statues  in  Italy,  a  statue 
oaid  to  be  that  of  the  goddess  Dian9»  brought  from  Ephesus. 

K  K   3  .... 
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I  returned  to  Sm)nma  and  embarked  for  Con- 
stantinople, in  the  view  of  representing  the  con- 
duct of  the  governor  of  Samaria  to  His  Excellency 
the  British  Ambassador,  and  prevail  on  him  to 
draw  the-  attention  of  the  Grand  Signior,  and 
fiorry  I  am  prevented  from  mentioning  further 
particulars,  beyond  a  formal  representation  having 
been  made  accordingly  to  the  Porte.  I  passed 
Mytelene*,  recollecting  the  apostle  had  visited 
this  spot,  and  Troy,  from  which  I  proceeded 
up  the  Dardanelles,  and  arrived  at  the  Turkish 
capital.  The  city  stands  unrivalled  in  point  of 
beauty  and  advantages,  and  forms  altogether  such 
a  picture  of  grandeur  as  cannot  be  equalled  by 
any  other  in  the  world,  t 

I  had  the  good  fiutune  on  tins  occasion,  with 
several  Englishmen,  to  accompany  Sir  Robert 
Liston  in  a  visit  to  the  different  mosques;  a 
privilege  conceded  on  the  part  of  Turks,  to 
British  ambassadors,  once  during  an  embassy. 
At  entering  these,  each  of  us  were  obliged  to 
throw  off  his  shoes  and  put  on  slippered  as  if  the 
mosques  were  less  contaminated  in  the  eye  of 

Recollecting  this  circuixMtaiice  when  at  Ephesus,  I  m^ 
enquiry  at  the  oldest  inhabitants,  if  they  knew,  or  heard 
their  forefathers  mention,  any  statue  of  this  descriptioii  had 
been  discovered,  who  said  they  had  not. 

*  Acts  XX.  14. 

f  iVole.— I  foimd  an  edition  of  the  Scrijptures  was  pr&thig 
here,  in  the  Greek  language,  at  die  ezpence  of  the  Bible 
Society  of  London. 
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the  Mahomedan,  in  the  one  than  the  other } 
and  I  aiso  r^ret  that  my  limits  will  not  enable  me 
to  give  a  minute  description  of  them.  I  had  an 
importunity  of  seeing  the  Grand  Signior  going  on 
horseback  to  mosqqe,  in  a  procession  inexpressi-f 
My  grand  and  splendid,  with  his  ministers,  janis- 
saries^ and  train  of  servants,  as  pedestrians  and 
equestrians,  most  gorgeously  arrayed*  ;  sund  can 
cmly  observe,  that  during  the  time  he  passed,  a 
solemn  silence  reigned  throughout  the  vast  crowd 
assembled,  when  he  preserved  a  marked  steady 
attitude,  casting  his  eyes  right  and  left,  which  is 
construed  into  marks  of  goudescension  towards 
his  subjects,  X  cannot  advert  to  this  capital 
without  naming  Lady  Wortiiey  Montague,  whose 
memory  will  never  be  forgotten  by  every  friend 
of  benevolence,  fx^om  having  discovered  the  art 
of  ingrafting,  or  ad  now  called  inoculating,  with 
vaciolous  matter,  to  defeat  the  dreadful  ravages 
of  small-pox ;  of  the  effiqacy  whereof  she  was 
so  ftdly  ccmvincedt  by  i^pi^ying  k  to  her  own 
-  family  successfttDy,  and  through  her  ladyship's 
exertions  it  was  introduced  into  Britain.    JHer 

*  <<  All  funush'd  all  in  arms, 

Allplum*d  like  estridgesy  that  wing  the  wind, 
Bated  like  eagle?,  having  lately  bathed, 
Glittering  in  golden  coats  like  images, 
As  full  of  spirit  as  the  month  of  May, 
And  gorgeous  as  the  sun  at  midsmmner." 

S|iA|CSP£AB£. 

|C  K  4 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


5(yt  LADY   WORTLET   MOHTAGUE* 

name  wiU  therefore  be  kept  alive  in  the  page  of 
history,  from  the  beneficial  effects  this  remedy 
has  produced^  by  which  the  Uvea  and  beauty 
of  countenance  in  Britain  have  been  preserved. 
This  is  feelingly  expressed  in  an  inscription  on  a 
marble  monument,  by  one  lady,  and  from  a  sense 
of  gratitude  of  its  blessed  effects  on  her  own 
person,  and  erected  oyer  the  spot  where  Lady 
Montague's  ashes  repose,  in  the  cathedral  of 
Litchfield,  which  may  with  propriety  be  brought 
under  the  eye  of  readers.* 

*     Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

The  Right  Honourable 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague; 

Who  happily  introduced  from  Turkey^ 

Into  thifl  country. 

The  salutary  art  of  inoculating  the  small-pox ; 

Convinced  of  its  efficacy. 

She  first  tried  it  with  success 

on  her  own  children. 

And  then  recommended  the  practice  of  it 

To  her  fellow  citheens. 

Thus  by  her  esnmple  and  advice, 

We  have  softened  the  virulence. 

And  escaped  the  danger  of  this  malignant  di^^raser 

Tis  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  such  benevolence. 

And  to  express  her  gratitude 

For  the  benefit  she  herself  received, 

From  this  alleviating  act, 

lliis  monument  is  erected  by 

Henrietta  Inge, 

Relict  of  Theodore  William  Inge,  Efeq^ 

And  daughter  of  Sir  John  Wrottesle^^  B^irt^ 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  M  DCCLXXXDL 
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I  embarked  at  Constantinople,  and  arrived  at 
Hydra,  from  thence  proceeded  to  Athens,  where 
I  read  on  the  top  of  the  hill  of  Mars,  and  with 
peculiar  feelings,  the  interesting  appeal  of  St. 
Paul  to  the  superstitious  inhabitants  of  that  city.*: 
I  afterwards  went  to  Corinth,  where  he  resided 
eighteen  months,  sowing  the  seeds  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith  t,  and  labouring  at  the  same  time  in 
his  own  humble  vocation,  t  It  is  a  small  miser- 
able village,  situated  under  one  very  lofty 
mountain,  fortified  on  the  summit,  and  a  couple 
of  miles  from  the  sea.  I  embarked  here,  sailed 
to  Patras,  from  thence  went  up  to  Corfii,  and 
down  to  Melita,  now  named  Malta,  where  he 
arrived  after  his  escape  from  shipwrecks :  I 
observed  a  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  and  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  introduce  the  inscription  here,  since  it 
is  connected  with  the  death  of  this  general  I  for- 
merly alluded  to.  If 

♦  Acts  xvii.  22 — SI.      f  Acts  xviii.      %  Acts  xviii.  3. 
§  <<  And  when  they  were  escaped,  then  they  knew  that 
the  island  was  called  MditaJ*  ^^  Acts  xxviii.  1. 

^    To  the  Memory 

Of  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby>  a  native,  of  Scotland,  • 

Knight  of  the  order  of  the  Bath ; 

A  Man 

Highly  distinguished  for  his  probity, 

Magnanimity,  consummate  courage. 

And  military  talents, 

In  the  several  wars  of  America  and  Holland. 
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I  embarked  here  and  sailed  over  to  Syracuse  *, 
also  honoured  with  a  visit  from  the  apostle;  from 
thence  to  Cattania,  and  went  to  the  summit  of 
Mount  Etna»  which  I  have  also  to  lament  I  cannot 
^t  present  describe ;  afterwards  to  Messina,  Paler- 
fno^TrapaniyMarsaUa,  and  Gibraltar.  I  proceeded 

Whom  George  the  Sd,  King  of 

Great  Britain^ 

With  the  universal  approbation  of  his  subjects. 

Appointed  Commander-in-Chief 

Oi  the  British  Army  in  the  Medilerranean ; 

In  which  capacity, 

Completing  an  expedition  to  Egypt, 

HE, 

Although  every  ndiere  opposed  by  tiie  bravest 

Of  the  troops  of  France 

In  one  forcible  attack,  gained  and  kept 

Possession  of  the  whole  of  the  Egyptian  coast. 

And  in  his  progress,  defeated  and  suppressed 

Their  endeavours  to  oppose  him ; 

Until  the  British  and  French  armies 

Engagmg  in  a  sanguinary  conffict  near 

Alexandria, 

On  the  21st  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1801, 

Whilst  fighting  in  the  foremost  nmks, 

And  in  the  very  bosom  of  victory. 

He  received  a  mortal  ^fround 

In  fats  thigh. 

Of  which,  to  the  keen  regnt  of  all  wiio  knew  him, 

He  expieed. 

On  the  28th  day  of  the  same  month,  in  the  68th 

YearofhiBj 

He  was  a  I 


♦  "  And  landing  at  SyracusCy  we  tarried   there    three 
days."  —  Acts  xxviii.  12. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


SPAIN.  507 

from  the  rock  to  Malaga,  where  I  received  with 
inexpresffliUe  grief,  intelligence  of  my  illustrious 
£riend  the  Duke  of  Kent  having  been  prema- 
turely cut  off  in  the  career  of  that  active  hu- 
manity* and  benevolence,  for  which  he  was  so 
eminently  distinguished.  I  travelled  to  Seville 
and  Arai])|uez,  passing  through  the  revolutionary 
army,  meeting  with  no  interruption,  and  reached 
the  capital;  where^  at  an  interview  with  the 
king,  queen,  and  royal  family,  to  whom  I  waflk 
introduced  by  Ws  excellency  Sir  Henry  Wellcsley, 
British  ambassador,  I  was  asked  many  questions 
respectmg  the  Holy  Land.  I  set  out  for  Vittoria, 
Biscay,  Bayonne,  and  arrived  at  Paris,  where,  at  a 

Eminendy  conspicuous  for  his  skill  m  the  art  of  war, . 

For  his  prudence  in  projecting^ 

Bravery  in  executing  his  measures. 

And  for  his  unsullied  honour  in  all  that 

Concerned  the  glory  of  his  country  and  his  King. 

His  Sovereign  and  Grreat  Britain  were  alike 

Grieved  at  his  loss. 

Henry  Pigot, 

Appointed  by  royal  authority 

CoiDmaader«-i&*Chief  of  the  garrison 

Of  British  troops  stationed 

In  this  Island,  has  piously  ordered 

This  to  be  raised  orer  ^e  ashes 

Of  that  excellent  and  weU  deserving  <efficeK, 

Conveyed  hither  in  public  funeral. 

On  the  29th  day  of  April, 

In  the  same  year. 

*  ^^  A  farer  spirit  never  did  steer  hutnanUy.**  »^  Shajcs. 
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private  audience  of  the  King,  and  introduced  by 
the  Due  d'  Chartres,  his  Majesty  also  graciously 
entered  into  conversation  on  my  journey,  and  ul- 
timately I  reached  the  shores  of  Great  Britain.    ^ 


Having  now  brought  my  reader  to  the  end  of 
this  journey,  it  only  further  remains  to  mention 
that  particular  object  which  prompted  me  to 
visit  the  Holy  Land  ;  with  some  reflections  that 
naturally  arise  out  of  such  an  undertaking. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
mention,  that  the  histoiy  transmitted  to  us  of  the 
fall  of  man,  —  those  details  given  by  the  pro- 
phets, and  prediction  held  out  of  a  mode  of  re- 
covery by  that  mercy  vouchsafed  in  the  eternal 
counsels  of  Heaven,  —  the  union  of  a  divine 
and  human  nature  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ, 
—  his  errand  of  mercy  on  earth,  —  the  doctrines 
taught,  and  his  divinity  confirmed  by  mirades, 
to  astonished  multitudes,,  —laying  down  his  Me 
on  the  cross  as  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  to  satisfy  of- 
fended justice,  and  that  plan  of  salvation  pro- 
claimed, —  moreover,  the  acts  of  those  ambas* 
sadors  of  his  kingdom,  who  had  been  sent  forth 
to  teach  all  nations;  —  I  say,  the  combination  of 
these  several  events,  so  interesting  to  man- 
kind, operated  so  strongly  on  my  mind  as  to 
create  an  earnest  wish  to  visit  that  remote  region 
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which  had  given  birth  to  them  ;  the  only  spot, 
indeed,  on  the  face  of  this  earth,  where  objects 
of  a  heavenly  nature  are  so  eminently  calculated 
to  stamp  deeply  upon  an  immortal  soul  feelings  of 
a  profoundly  reverential  and  devotional  nature. 

In  the  contemplation  of  this  journey,  I  had 
for  some  time  been  in  search,  even  to  advertising 
in  the  public  prints,  for  persons  to  join  me,  but 
having  found  none,  I  resolved  to  prosecute  it 
accompanied  with  a  single  servant  After  taking 
leave  of  my  royal,  and  never  to  be  sufficiently 
lamented,  patron,  who  promoted  most  essentially 
this  object,  and  many  friends,  under  an  appre- 
hension that  it  would  be  for  ever,  a  final  adieu, 
from  those  calculations  I  formed  of  the  perils 
and  difficulties  attending  the  undertaking,  I  de- 
parted from  the  British  shore,  resigning  myself 
to  that  great  Being,  who,  in  infinite  wisdom,  over- 
rules the  affidrs  of  men. 

Arduous  as  this  task  was,  and  great  the  obsta- 
cles encountered,  with  the  severity  of  those  suf- 
ferings and  privations  to  which  I  was  forced  to 
Bubmit,  I  experienced  the  highest  enjoyment  of 
which  the  human  heart  is  susceptible,  a  remem- 
brance of  which  will  be  cherished  with  delight 
to  my  dying  hour.  Having  •*  run  to  and  fro  •" 
over  a  wide  extent  of  country,  let  me  express  a 

*  <<  Many  shall  run  to  and  fro,  and  knowledge  shall  be 
increased/* — Daniel  xii.  4. 
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hope,  that  some  of  the  observations  I  have  uitro- 
duced  in  the  preceding  pages  may  be  admitted  as 
an  addition  to  those  descriptions  given  by  tra- 
vellers who  have  gone  over  the  same  tract 

I  travelled  through  countries  where  anti^it 
prophets  had  lived  in  communion  with  the  Father 
of  our  spirits,  and  written  for  the  instruction  of 
those  who  were  involved  in  darkness. 

I  was  honoured  in  treading  that  sacred  soil, 
and  my  eyes  permitted  to  behold  many  of  those 
miraculous  places  eminently  sanctified  by  the 
presence  of  Messiah^  where  miracles  were  per- 
formed to  astonished  multitudes,  that  precious  life 
was  sacrificed,  and  his  blood  of  atonement  had 
poured  forth  to  redeem  a  guilty  world* 

1  sojourned  in  those  r^ons  where  lioiy  men 
were  commissioned  to  declare  the  word  of  his 
power;  administer  consolation  to  those  broken 
in  spirit ;  cure  all  manner  of  diseases,  and  pro- 
claim the  glad  tidings  of  salvation. 

And  I  was  a  witness  of  those  dens,  moun^ 
tains,  and  caves  *,  where  saints  had  wandered^and 
concealed  their  persons  under  cruel  acts  of  per- 
secution, who  also  were  scourged,  tortured  t,  and 

*  **  Of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,  they  wandered  in 
desertSy  and  inmouidamsy  and  m  densy  and  caoei  of  tbe  eartk" 
Heb.  zL  SB. 

t  "  They  were  stoned,  they  were  sawn  asunder,  were 
tempted,  were  slain  with  the  sword,  &c.  destitute,  afflicted^ 
tormented."  —  Heb.  xi.  37. 
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shed  their  blood  for  the  testimony  of  their  Divine 
Master ;  and  among  the  natives  of  these  coun- 
tries, degraded  as  they  are  at  this  moment,  I  had 
peculiarly  marked  a  thousand  minute  circum- 
stances in  manners  and  customs,  coinciding  with 
those  of  antient  times,  which  have  been  unfolded 
in  the  inspired  page,  proving  to  demonstration^ 
that  these  are  the  words  of  God  **  who  cannot 
Ke."  • 

Had,  indeed,  the  idea  presented  itself  to  my 
mind,  that  the  sacred  volume  fell  under  the  des- 
cription of  a  compUed  narrative  of  the  fraud  and 
imposition  of  priests,  as  scofiers  at  religion  so  o£ 
ten  hcdd  out,  I  must,  on  the  other  view,  have 
been  abundantly  convinced  by  all  that  accumU'^ 
lated  mass  of  evidence  passing  momentarily  under 
my  eye,  during  this  travel,  that  no  worm  of  the 
dust  by  a  stretch  of  his  highest  ingenuily,  could 
possibly  have  drawn  up  or  compiled  a  history,  so 
beautiftilly  harmonising  in  all  its  parts.  The  au- 
thenticity of  it,  therefore^  rests  on  a  most  solid 
foundation,  nay,  dhiall  <<  bndubk  for  ever/^ 
Here  I  would  ask,  can  its  historical  detail,  for 
one  instant,    be  presumed  to  be  brought  into 

*  *^  Tlie  manners  and  customs  of  the  natives  of  these  coun- 
tries remain  unchanged,  since  the  dajs  of  the  passage  of  the 
children  of  Israel  from  Egypt  into  the  land  of  promise.  The 
biUe  is  beyond  all  comparison,  the  most  interesting,  and  the 
most  instructive  guide,  that  can  be  consulted  by  the  traveller 
in  the  £ast.*'-^LEOH's  Journey. 
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question  ?  Where,  I  would  demand,  is  there  to 
be  found  unfolded  in  any  other  volume,  a  more 
pure  and  sublime  system  of  morality,  so  com- 
pletely accommodated  to  the  understanding  and 
circumstances  of  every  soul,  down  to.  the  most 
ignorant  of  mankind,  and  the  one-thousandth 
part  of  similar  &cts,  with  respect  to  manners 
and  usages  of  other  nations,  to  confirm  the  de- 
scription of  their  classic  writers  ?  A  moment's 
attention  ought  to  bring  conviction  to  minds  ca- 
pable of  the  least  reflection,  that  the  Almighty 
had  preserved  particular  districts  in  this  Holy 
Land,  and  kept  alive  certain  antient  habits  and 
customs  of  its  inhabitants,  to  fortify  more  strongly 
the  truth  of  his  word,  if*  any  confirmation  of  that 
veradty  was  found  at  all  wanting,  by  future 
ages. 

^  On  the  other  hand,  those  of  other  countries 
have  been  allowed  to  fall  into  oblivion,  in  order 
to  evince,  as  it  were,  to  the  world  at  large,  that 
with  all  that  care  which  has  been  bestowed  on 
other  literature  and  antiquities,  it .  sinks  into 
nothing,  when  deliberately  weighed  in  an  even 
scale  with  those  of  this  chosen  spot  of  earth. 
So  simple  in  fact  is  the  continued  chain  of  illus- 
trations kept  up  throughout  the  whole  of.  the 
sacred  writings,  that  it  must  be  held  as  an  ever- 
lasting miracle,  planned  in  celestial  counsel,  for 
that  express  purpose  j  and  particularly,  when  it 
18 
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is  taken  into  consideration,  the  inhabitants  have 
been  repeatedly  changed,  since  the  ministry  of 
our  Lord  upon  earth,  while  those  of  other  coun- 
tries are  lineal  descendants  of  the  very  men 
whose  writings  are  held  in  such  estimation  by 
scholars.  In  this  point  of  view,  I  own,  that  I 
never  do  reflect  on  this  journey  without  emo- 
tions of  awe,  mixed  with  those  of  delight ;  in- 
deed,  I  can  hardly  peruse  a  single  verse  of  scrips 
ture  in  my  closet,  or  hear  one  chapter  of  it  read 
in  church,  without  bringing  to  recollection,  and 
under  the  finest  sensations,  some  spot,  image; 
custom,  ceremony,  or  incident,  which  had  fallen 
under  my  Observation  in  the  course  of  this  travel; 
which  shows,  powerfully,  and  by  most  incontes- 
tible  evidence  to  my  miiid,  that  the  scriptures  do 
fall  under  that  special  character  so  exclusively 
assigned  to  them,  namely,  as  <<  given  by  inspira- 
tion of  God,  and  are  profitable  for  doctrine,  for 
correction,  and  for  instruction  in  righteousness.'** 
May  I  then  be  grateful  that  it  has  pleased 
Divine  Providence  in  permitting  me  to  have  ac- 
complished a  journey  over  that  sacred  country^ 
with  the  word  of  God  laid  open  in  my  hand,  and 
enabled  to  compare  it  with  existing  appearances 
and  customs  ;  and  afler  the  many  hair-breadth  es- 
capes I  made,  have  been  conducted  in  safety  to 
0iy  native  land,  and  enabled  to  sit  down  and  re- 

*  2rim.iii.  16. 
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duee  into  writing  some  observatLons,  ^th  teg^ad 
to  the  cause  of  God,  the  eternal  interrats  of  my 
fellow-creaturesy  and  the  authenticily  of  tliat  pre* 
cious  volume.* 

In  now  taking  leave,  there  are  two  descripdons 
of  persons  I  would  beg  leave  to  address^ 

To  believers  t  in  the  gospel,  I  would  adopt  tise 
Apostolic  language,  by  saying,  **  I  write  unto 
you  £ithers^  I  write  unto  you  young  men^  I  write 
unto  you  young  children  t,*^  and  caH  on -you  to 
stand  fast^  rejoice  §,  and  be  exceeding  glad, 
that  the  Bible  li  has  been  committed  to  your  trust, 
conveying  such  solid  consolation  imder  att  the 
trials  and  afilictioiis,  mcident  to  this  mortal  state; 
diose  <* exceeding  great  andpredous  pranuses^,'* 
and  that  hope  of  salvation  it  holds  through  tbe 

•  «  O  Earth,  Earth,  Earth !  hear  the  worb  or  thv  LoM»r 
—  Jeremiah  xxik  29. 

f  "  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe  he  is  precious."-^ 
1  Peter  ii.  7. 

i  1  John  ii.  IS. 

i  ^  Let  the  righteous  be  glad;  let  them  r^jwe  bebre 
God,  yea  let  them  exceeding  rejoiced — Psal.  Ixviii.  3. 

<<  In  thy  name  shall  they  rejoice  aU  the  day ;  and  in  thy 
righteousness  shall  they  be  exalted."—  Ptal*.  hcxxix.  16. 

II  <<  Inestimable  book !  It  heala  the  maladies  of  IJAi,  audi 
subdues  the  fear  of  death.  Strikes  a  Mghtsome  vista  thrai^ 
the  gloom  of  the  grave,  and  opens  a  charming  and  glorious 
prospect  of  immortality  in  the  heavens.**-*  Her vey. 
'  1[  '<  To  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and.  undefiled^  and  tllM 
fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you."—  1  Peter  i,  4. 

18 
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sacrifice  of  the  son  of  God.*  I  si^,  <<  again  re^ 
joice^**  go  on  your  pilgrimage,  resting  on  the 
great  **  bishop  of  souls  t,  always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord,"  and  may  « your  latter 
end  be  that  of  peace/*  t 

But  in  this  maddening  age  of  infidelity,  where- 
in a  revolutionary  spirit  stalks  abroad  with  gigan- 
tic strides ;  and  diabdical  publications  are  daily, 
nay  hourly  vomited  forth,  armed  with  the  sharp- 
est  stings  §  of  deadly  poison,  blasphemy,  and 
industriously  circulated  in  every  artful  shape  to 
catch  the  eye,  that  satanic  imaginations  can  sug- 
gest; and  with  an  unparalleled  effrontery,  in 
open  vi<dation  and  daring  defiance,  not  only  of 
those  tremendous  judgments  held  out  by  the  . 
Almighty  himself  but  the  established  laws  of  this 
land ;.  wherein  liars  1]  and  enemies  of  souls  have 
stridffied  every  xterve  to  shake  the  t^^ts  of  Chris- 
tians ;  bring  the  name  of  the  great  author  of  their 

*  "  Holding  iMt  the  JkkkfiU  toord  as  he  hath  been  taught." 
^Titiiai.9 
f  I  Peter  ii.  25. 

^  ^  The  end  of  that  naan  a  peace" —  Psal.  xxxvil.  37« 
u  Sure  the  last  end 

Of  the  good  man  h  peace.    How  cahn  his  exit !" 

Blair. 
'   ( ^<  Ye  eerpentii  ye  g^Nieration  of  'oipers^  how   can  ye 
escape  the  damnation  of  hell?" — Matt,  xxiii.  SS. 

II  <<  Whe  is  a  /nr^  bu£  he  that  demeth  Je$us  is  the  Christ." 
—  1  John  ii.  22. 
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faith  into  contempt*  ;  throw  his  church,  and 
every  sacred  institution  into  ruins ;  sap  the  found- 
ations of  our  holy  religion;  undennine»  nay, 
blow  up  the  sacred  deposit  of  this  gospel  t, 
and  moreover,  excite  a  spirit  of  disafiection 
and  revolt  against  the  king  and  government  of 
these  realms,  and  destroy  every  principle  of  order 
and  morality ;  what  ought  to  be  the  nature  of 
that  language,  I  should  use  to  these  miserable 
and  deluded  classes  of  men  who  claim  the  title  of 


*  •^  Thou  didst  blaspheme  God"— I  Kings  xxL  10. 
"  The  name  of  God  is  Uasphemed  among  the  G^itOes 
through  you.** —  Romans  ii.  24*. 

**  VS^ose  mouth  is  full  of  cursing  and  bitterness.'* — Ro- 
mans iii.  13. 

"  Should  each  blasphemer  quite  escape  the  rod. 

Because  the  insult*8  not  to  man,  but  God  ?" —  Pops. 
<'  A  man  can  hardly  pass  the  streets  without  having  his  eais 
grated  with  blasphemous  oaths  and  curses." — Tii.i,ot8ov. 

*<  Where  b  the  right  use  of  his  reason,  while  he  would 
blasphemously  set  up,  to  controul  the  commands  of  the  Al- 
mighty ?" —  Swift. 

<<  But  if  the  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  who  are  lost.  In 
whom  the  Giod  of  thb  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them 
whi4A  believe  noty  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of 
Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine  unto  them." 
..-.  2  Corinthians  iv.  3,  4. 

f  <<  What  shall  the  man  deserve  of  human  kind. 
Whose  happy  skill  and  industry  combined, 
Shall  prove  (what  argument  could  never  yet) 
The  Bible  an  imposture  and  a  cheat  f 
Where  should  the  living,  weeping  o*er  his  ^ 
The  dying,  trembling  at  the  awful  close ; 
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scoffers*,  sceptics,  and  atheists  t,  and,  mere  worms 
of  the  dust,  who  would  dare  to  presume  by  trea- 
sonable acts  to  insult,  and  lift  up  their  puny  arm 
and  venomous  tongue  against  the  sovereign  ma- 
jesty of  Heaven,  trample  the  son  of  God  under 
foot,  and  count  the  blood  of  the  covenant  as  an 
imholy  thing  ? 

•  In  the  expectation,  that  this  will  be  /*  a  con- 
venient season  t,**  I  would  observe,  "  thou  art 
inexcusable,  O  man  !  whosoever  thou  art  §,''  to 
whom  "  belongeth  shame,  and  confusion  of 
face  II}**  how  can  you  expect  to  escape  the 
righteous  judgment  of  Heaven^  ?  I  would  cdl 
upon  you  by  the  "  mercies  of  God  **,"  to  look 


Where  the  betrayed,  forsaken,  and  oppressed ; 
The  thousands  whom  the  world  forbids  to  rest ; 
Where  should  they  find  (those  comforts  at  an  end, 
The  scripture  3rield6)  or  hope  to  find  a  friend  ?" 

COWPER. 

*  **  iCnowing  this  first,  that  there  shall  come  in  the  last 
days,  seqfftrsy  'omlking  after  their  own  lusts"  —  2  Peter  iii,  S. 

f  «« Atheist !  use  thine  eyes, 

And  having  viewed  the  order  of  the  skies, 
Think  if  thou  canst,  that  matter  blindly  hurFd 
;  Without  a  guide,'  should  frame  this  wondrous  world." 

Creech. 
**  It  is  the  common  interest  of  mankind  to  punish  all 
those  who  would  seduce  men  to  Atheism." — Tillotson. 
X  Acts  xxiv.  25.  §  Romans  ii.  1. 

II  Ibid.  xii.  1.  llbid.  ii.S.    .  i 

•*  "  He  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned^ — Mark  xvi.  16- 
L  L  S 
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opon  this  gospel,  the  oldest  record  m  existence 
upon  earth,  the  object  of  which  bang  the  happi- 
ness of  mankind*,  as  containing  a  precious  plan 
for  your  escape  from  divine  wrath^  with  the  most 
profound  and  serious  admiration ;  •*  heark^i  to 
the  prophets  t,  and  search  the  sciiptocest,  which 
fiilly  do  testify  of  the  Son  of  God."  §  It  wiD 
be  fbnnd  quick  and  powerfid  as  any  two-edged 
sword ;  spiritually  anatomise  your  thmgbts,  and 
inform  your  heart  of  its  state  by  f^atxae  md 
practice ;  the  duties  you  are  called  upon  to  per- 
form towards  God  and  man^  that  endless  ha^ 
piness  reserved  for  the  righteous  bejood  death 
and  the  grave ;  and  those  eternal  pumshments 
denounced  against  the  guilty,  who  tran^le  a  Re- 
deemer under  foot  U    I  therefore  moplore  you  to 

*  **  How  readiljr  upon  «he  gatpdpUiHj 

That  question  hufl  te  angwer.    WYmt  k  kmbe? 
Sinful  and  weak,  in  every  tense  a  wretch; 
An  instrument,  wlioae  cords  upon  tiie  atntofa. 
And  slndn'd  to  the  laat  screw  that  he  <am  b^for. 
Yields  only  disomi  in  his  Malcer'jB  Bar/  —  Cowna. 
t'^Ihareaentelso  wdeyou  all  mjrseraMto  the|mptos» 
rising  up  early,  and  sending  thena.    Retum  ye  now  every 
man  from  his  eril  way,  and  amend  your  ways,  and  go  not 
after  other  gods  to  serve  them.''—  Jeremiah  xzxt.  15. 
X  John  ▼.  S9. 

5  "  — —  Hence  ye  profime ! 

Ask  not,  how  can  this  be  ?"  «—  Bl<A». 
H  Jeremiah  xviii.  12. 
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meditate  mi  that  sacred  volume,  and  weigh  its 
precepts  and  sublime  adm<mitioiis  as  the  revealed 
vnU.  of  Heaven.  Let  not  then  the  language  be  je-. 
peated.  We  will  walk  after  our  own  imaginations  •^ 
but  ever  bear  in  mind,  that  it  is  by  this  sacred 
standard  you  must  be  judged  before  a  dread 
tribunal ;  the  aullienticity  of  whiqh  you  now 
pretend  to  doubt,  nay^  throw  altogether  aside 
as  a  «  cunningly  devised  IkWe," 

Altiiough  this  heavenly  fountain  of  truth  will 
remain  as  a  rock  in  the  ocean,  <<  sure  and 
stedfast,*'  notwithstanding  it  be  assailed  with 
storms  and  tempests,  and  shine  forth  more  and 
more  as  a  refulgent  luminiury,  upon  nations  yet 
sitting  in  darkness,  and  requires  no  confirmation 
from  any  mortal;  yet,  let  me  faithfully  hold 
out  to  such  characters,  an  assurance,  that  in  the 
course  of  that  joimiey  I  made  through  the  Holy 
Land,  I  bestowed  ^ome  degree  of  care  and  attem 
tion,  in  comparing  scripture  with  those  countries 
and  customs  it  treats  of,  which  I  found  to  be  lite- 
rally accurate,  and  most  strictly  faithful.  I  would 
therefore  express  a  hope  that,  under  all  the  inter- 
nal  and  external  evidences  of  the  reality  of  this 
wordt,  these  persons  may  experience  in  their  own 

♦  2^  Peter  i.  16. 

f  «  For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  rigkty  and  all  hk  w^rks 
are  done  in  truth.**  -*  Psalm  xxxiii.  4. 
L  L   4 
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case  the  same  happy  conversion  as  that  which 
was  exemplified  in  the  individual  who  was  also 
similar  to  themselves,  at  one  time,  an  unbe- 
lieving blasphemer*,  and  violent  persecutor  of 
the  Lord  of  .glory  and  his  followers^  And  fur- 
ther, although  in  the  same  gall  of  bitterness,  they 
may  be  brought  into  a  state  of  that  grace,  in  which 
he  also  had  found  himself,  and  when  exclfdmin^ 
God  be  merciful  to  us  sinners,  they  adc^t  his 
own  emphatic  language,  in  calculiudng  upon  all 
things  in  this  temporal  state,  as  <'  loss  for  the  ex- 
cellency of  a  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ."  t 

Finally,  I  would  earnestly  entreat  that  all 
Sceptics  and  such  degraded,  classes  of  indivi- 
duals be  brought  to  this  firm  conviction,  that 
there  exists  no  other _mode  under  heaven  t,  by 
which  they  can  possibly  be  saved  from  that  eter- 
nal wrath  denounced  against  those  who  Icnow 
not  God,  or  have  a  firm  belief  and  confidence 


*  *^  And  I  punished  them  oft  in  every  synagogue,  and  corny 
peUed  them  to  blaspheme"  — r  Acts  xxvi.  1 1. 
.    ^<  Who  was  before  a  iUspkemer   and  persecutor,  aad 
injurious."  —  1  Timothy  i.  IS.     PhiHppians  iiL  8. 

f  "  Thus  Heaven  instructs  thy  mind 

Depart  in  peace,  resign,  and  bul  no  more." 

.    Paanjux. 
%  <<  Neither  is  their  salvation  in  any  ojukrJ'^^AcU 
iv.  12. 
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in  his  gospel*,  than  the  name  of' the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  t 

*  **  When  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  heaven 
with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  flrcy  taking  vengeance  on 
them  that  hnbm  not  God,  and  thai  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jetus  Christ. 

**  Who  shall  be  punished  with  everlasting  destruction  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power." 
—  1  Thess.  i.  8>  9. 

f  ''Now  to  him  that  is  of  power  to  establish  you  according 
to  my  gospely  and  the  preaching  ^  Jesus  Christ  according  to  - 
the  revelation  of  the  mystery  which  was  kept  secret  since 
the  world  began. 

"  But  now  is  made  manifest,  and  by  the  Scriptures  of  the 
prophets  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  everlasting 
God  made  knofim  to  all  nations  Jor  the  obedience  of  faith. 

**  To  God  only  wise,  be  glory  through  Jesus  Christ  for 
ever.   Amen.** —  Romans  xvL  2S.  27. 
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No.  I. 

Copy  of  an  indorsation^  in  EngUshj  upon  the  Yixmaxijrom 
Canstantinoplef  written  in  the  Turkish  language^  and 
superscribed  by  the  Grand  Signior^  transmitted  to  the 
authorp  at  St.Jean£A£re^  ly  His  Excellency  Sir  Robert 
JJstoUf  his  Britannic  Mq^shfs  Minister  at  the  Otto^ 
man  Porte. 

Travelling  Firman  for  William  Rae  WilsoOc  tat^  tQ  go 
with  a  Tartar  and  two  servants  from  St.  Jean  d' Acre  to 
SfvuL^  to  Jctoafllefl^  Oaza,  Emii1%  Napolos,  Adena» 
Comay  Diarbddrt  and  adjacent  places;  to  be  treated  in 
the  most  friendly  maogQer^  offered  eYery  security,  pro* 
tedjcn  and  assistance)  according  to  the  imperial  capitur- 
latiw^f  and  tha  Btrict  friendship  subsi&tiag  between  the 
two  conntries»  mid  liimished  with  all  ws^imxy  escorts^ 
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No-  II- 

Copy  of  the  recommendation  of  His  Exceltenofj  infctvor 
of  Ae  author^  to  the  Friars  of  Convents  in  the  Hofy 
Land. 

L'Ambassadear  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  a  Thon- 
nenr  de  presenter  aux  Tr&  'Riyireods  P^res  de  la  Terre 
Sainte  le  Porteur  de  Billet  Monsieur  Guillaume  Rae 
Wilson,  Voyageur  Anglois,  auquel  il  prend  un  int^rft 
particulier,  et  loi  recommende  a  leurs  attenti(»is  et  bont& 
ordiniures. 

Constantinople,  R.  LISTON. 

Slst  January,  1819. 

No.  III. 

Copy  of  the  translation  of  an  answer,  in  the  Spanish 
langtdogey  by  Father  Monon,  a  Spaniard,  iqjfwards  of 
eighty  years  of  age,  and  oldest  monk  in  the  Franciscan 
Cowoent,  JemsaUm,  to  a  letter  of  introduction,  in  the 
authof's  favor,  written  in  Italian,  by  a  person  of  rank 
in  France. 

Jerusalem,  C!onvent  of  the  Holy  SaTiour, 
15th  February,  1819. 

I  wish  to  give  you  some  knowledge  of  our  situation  at 
this  moment.  The  Holy  Land  is  in  debt  to  Turks, 
Jews,  Schismaticks,  and  Heretidcs,  to  the  amount  of  one 
million  and  forty  thousand  piastres.*  Of  these  creditors 
some  cover  fifteen,  ten,  and  the  more  pious  eight  per  cent. 
The  charities  of  the  Catholics  are  scanty.   The  customary 

^  The  value  of  a  piastre  in  this  country  may  be  equal  to  6d.  sterling* 
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presents  to  the  Turks  indispensable.  The  doth  alone 
in  their  Lent  amounting  to  thirteen  thousand  piastres.    . 

For  many  years  I  have  not  seen  a  fiurthing  from  France; 
and  the  Holy  Land  preserves  to  her  all  the  privilq|;es,  as 
well  spiritual  as  temporal,  which  corlrespond  to  her.  God 
has  placed  yon  in  the  situation  which  you  occupy,  and 
has  honored  you  by  making  you  a  knight  of  the  Most 
Holy  Sepulchre,  &c. 

I  omit  much  which  you  ought  to  know,-^France  being 
the  protectress  of  the  Holy  Land.  But  if  you  give  itie 
permission,  although  with  much  labour,  and  in  Spanbh, 
you  shall  know  the  truth. 

From  your  most  humble 

And  poor  friend, 

Who  loves  you  in  Jesus, 

Friar  FRANCIS  MONON, 
Ofthe  Holy  Angels. 

No.  IV. 

Literal  copy  of  an  attestation  presented  to  the  atdhor  on  his 
departure  from  Jerusalem^  in  evidence  ^having  seen  the 
different  places  referred  to  in  the  abaoe  mentioned  joumof. 
This  VMS  again  transcribed  at  Nazareth^  to  which  were 
addedj  those  he  had  visited  there^  and  in  Galilee,  and 
is  subscribed  ly  the  Gratid  Superior  of  the  Convent  at 
Jerusalem^  whom  he  had  met  at  Nazareth. 

I.      D.      N.      A. 

jpr.  SalvatorAntonius  a  Mdita  Ordinis  Minorum  R^;u- 

laris  Observantise  S.  P.  N.  Francisci  Provincise  vallis 

Neli  et  Melitce  Concionator  Lect  Theologus  Agr^^atus 

jam  definitor  totius  Insulse  Melitse  terrse  Setae  Comr 
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maamoB  Saerae  oongregfitioBiB  de  jm^Miganda  Fide 
Respmsalis  musionum  MgyfA  el  Gypri  Prsfectus  in 
PartibuB  Orientb  eominissfirias-  ApostoHeas  totius  Terrae 
Sanetie  cnm  pleiiitiidliie  Poteslatis  Gustos.^ 

Visitator  et  humiiis  in  Doo  servns. 
UniversiB  et  siDguls  presentes  Litems  VlBuris  fidem 
mdabiam  &cimu9  atque  testamtir  qnatenus  IDostrissi- 
mum  Dn®  Gulielinum  Rae  Wilson,  &&  ex  An^a 
R^no  devotiones  gratia  sanctxmim  Loeonim  per^rin- 
atiaiie  nncepta  die  1™^  mensis  Febmarii  Amit  1819; 
t^ero$ofyfnam  i^ypulit:  inde  subsequentibus  diiebus  pre- 
cipua  sanctuaria  in  quibus  Mundi  Salvator  suiim  popu- 
lum  dilectum,  imo  et  totius  humani  geaeris  Hiaasam 
damnatum  a  miserabili  Dsemonum  potestate  misericor- 
diter  salvavit  u^td  Cdharium  ubi  cruci  aflSxus  devicta 
morte^  coeli  jamias  ncibis  aperait  Sepulchrum  ubi  Sacro- 
santnm  ejus  corpus  reconditmn  triduo  ante  suam  glorio 
sissimam  Resurectionenr  quievit  Montem  Sum  ubi  cum 
disdpulis  ultimam  fecit  ccenam  Eucharisticum  Sacra- 
mentum  instituit  iisdem  Apostolis  jannis  dausis  post  suam 
resurrectionem  aparuit  Thome  [the  words  here  tU^giUe'] 
miserecorditer  ostendit  et  Spiritus  Sanctus  in  igneia 
lingcds  descendit;  Sepulchnm  Virginis  Maria  unde  ad 
Gselos  assumpta  est  gloriosa,  Montem  Oliveti  ubi  Viden- 
dbus'  (Kscipulis  ad  ccelos  ascendit  Bominus  suarum 
pedum  vestigia  in  aetemam  reGquens  memoriam. 
Beffucniam  ubi  Laziu-ium  quatriduamen  a  morte  sus- 
cftaTit  Rortum  GeCsemani  ceteraque  alia  in  et  enba 
Jeresolymam  constituta  Item  in  Bethlehetfi  ubi  idem 
Salvator  Mundi  de  Virgiae  Mari£  nasci,  in  Presepio 
coUocri  k  brutb  Calefien  a  Pastoribus  Venecari  »  stdla 
incBcari  a  ma^  adorari  et  modico  lacte  passii  uob  est 
sane  dedignatus  et  quae  circa  Bethldem  et  in  via 
Bethlemitica  conspiciunter.    Montana  quoqiie  Juda  ubi 
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Beatd  Virgo  Elizabeth  Visitavit  ortumque  habuit  Magnus 
Propheta  et  Precursor.  [iOfegiAfe.]  Joannes  Deserium  pa- 
riter  et  antrum  ubi  idem  Precursor  per  tot  annos  Mundi 
.  consortia  fii^ens  Angelicam  potius  quam  hnmanamr 
vitam  traduxit.  Insuper  et  quie  in  Gialika  simiUter  con- 
tinenter  nimirum  Domum  Nazareth  ubi  Beata  Yii^o 
Maria  ab  Angelo  Salutata  Meruit  Illium  Dei  concipere 
incamatum,  MoTitem  Thab^r  ubi  idem  Dominus  se 
transfigurando  gioriam  suara  tribus  discipuiis  ostendk 
Mare  TWeriadis  eegas  Mention  ssepe  fit  in  saeris  Evangdg 
paginis,  propter  iBsiduam  €%risti  DomiAi  eooflwetiidih* 
nem  Fhanen  Jordanem  cujus  aquas  suo  baptismate  c&oh 
secravit  Sacrum  Montem  Quaraniano  laki  sue  Sancto 
jejunio  nostras  epulas  damna^  deraonuffique  astHutias 
proprk  snperavit  Yirtute  Deniquegue  in  Universa  Judea, 
et  GalSea  oondnentur  gressibus  Domini  ac  Beatissima 
ejus  matris  consecrator  et  a  Peregrinis  Omnibus  Visitari 
solUapie  ac  deooti  visUasse. 

In  quorum  Omnium  et  singulorem  fidem  has  manu 
nostra  subscriptus  et  sigillo  majore  officii  nostri  Munitas 
expediri  Mandanimis 

DutWB)  NazarBth  ia  Anni  Sete.  Visitationis  die  25  Feb. 
Asm.  1819. 

Fr.  Salvat'.  Ant^.  a  Melita  S.  M.  Sion, 

et  Ss.  Sepulchri  de  N.  J.  C.  Guardianus. 


The  original         /^  >.  bears 

a  large  V  J  seal  here. 


Mandato  R. —  in  Christo  Patris  Franciscus  Xaverius 
a  Melita  Terre  Sancte  Secretarius. 
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Na  V. 

Ceriifcate  by  Friar  Francm  VUarieU^  Superior  cf  the 
Convent  at  DamascuSf  an  occasion  of  the  author's  visit 
to  that  City. 

Ego  inira  scriptus  attestor  etiam  D.  Oulielmum  Rae 
Wilson  appulyse  in  civitate  Tolemaidas  ac  postea  in  iUa 
Tiro  ei  Sidonis  ac  demum  perv&nsse  Damasci  ubi 
Apostulus  Paulus  a  Deo  yocatus  Christi  fidem  confessus 
est 

In  qnorum  fidem,  &c. 

Dat.  Damasci  die  23  Martii  1819. 

Fr.  Francus  Vilardell 
Prs.  Damasci. 


Thb  represents  the  Apostle  Paul 
falling  off  horseback  in  bi^t. 
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Canals,  small,  99. 

Candia,  8. 

Caphar,  438. 
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Caravanserais,  59,  65. 

Carmel,  mount,  881. 

Cassinur,  river,  405. 

Castleof  Sidon,  411. 

Caves,  places  of  safety,  242. 

Cedron,  169,  20a 

Cells  of  monks,  ISO. 

Charcoal,  bad  effecU 

Chickens,  hatched  in 
109. 

Children,  washing  new  bom, 
78. 

Chinese  cmbassv,  47. 

Church,  of  holy  sepulchre, 
168.  Protestant,  at  Mar- 
seilles, 3* 

Cisterns  of  Solomon,  218. 

Clapping  of  hands,  459. 

Cleopatra,  needle  of,  SO. 

Coins  worn  on  head,  S54. 

Column  of  Pompey,  30. 

Constantinople,  502. 

Contributions,  rigorous,  19. 

Convent  at  Jerusalem,  162. 
at  Ramali,  149.  ( 

Corinth,  505. 

Comer,  sitting  in,  46,  88. 

Courtship,  method  of,  118. 

Crete,  8; 

Curate,  Welsh,  355. 

Cutting  asunder,  180. 

Cyprus,  491. 

D. 
Damascus,  439. 
Damask,  manufacture  of,  448. 
DamietU,  117« 
Dates,  74. 
Daughters  married  to  slaves, 

93. 
Day,    sleeping  during   the, 

487. 
Dead  sea,  256. 
Devotion,  ostentatious,  437. 
Dew,  79. 

Diploma  from  convent,  293. 
20 


Djezzar,  375. 

Doffs,  67. 

Dolorous  way,  204. 

Doors  of  houses,  188. 

Dromedaries,  64. 

Druses,  482. 

Dung  used  as  manure,  1 10. 

£. 

Ear  nailed  to  door,  197. 

Eastern  sun,  beauty  of,  418. 

Egypt,  fertility  of,  14.  Gene- 
ral state  of,  22. 

Elah,  valley  of,  157. 

ELmmaus,  357. 

Ephesus,  499. 

Esdraelon,  plain  of,  316. 

Executioners,  386. 

Eyes,  diseases  of,  in  Egypt,95. 
Painting,  354.  Flucking 
out,  376. 

F. 

Faithful,  harbour  of  the,  17. 
Feet,  kissing,  237.  Washing, 

195. 
Firman,  2,  523. 
Fishes,  large,  13. 
Flies,  69.      Held  sacred,  94. 
Foot  of  Christ  on  rock,  171. 
Fountains  enclosed,  219. 
Fowb,     singular    mode    of 

dressing,  296. 
Franks,  who  so  called,  8. 
Funerals,  70. 


Galilee,  337. 

Gardens,  99. 

Gates,  189. 

Gennazareth,  lake  of,  343. 

Geon,  44. 

George,    St.  where   buried, 

148. 
Gethsamene,  garden  of,  175. 
Gilboa,  331. 
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Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  inscrip- 
tion on,  279. 

Gold  plate  found  at  Canopus, 
47. 

Golden  port,  190. 

Goshen,  123. 

Governor  of  Samaria,  con- 
duct of,  308. 

Grottos,  177.217. 

Guides,  necessity  of,  66. 

H. 

Hair,  tents  made  of,  269. 

Hall  of  great  pyramid,  105. 

Handsy  waving  of,  157. 

Harbour  of  the  faithful,  17. 
of  the  infidel,  17. 

Heavens,  clear  view  of,  11. 

Hedges,  thorn,  148. 

Heliopolis,  123. 

Hermon,  mount,  330. 

Hill  of  the  precipitation,  325. 

Holy  water,  12. 

Horn,  blowing  to  give  warn- 
ing, 129. 

Horseback,  riding  on,  whose 
privilege,  17.  26. 

Hosea,  residence  of,  152. 

Hospital  for  plague,  28. 

Houses  how  built  at  Cairo,  96. 
Roofs  of,  141.  Form  of, 
188,  at  Damascus,  443. 

Hummums  at  Cairo,  96. 


Ibrahim  Pacha,  51. 
Illuminations,  42. 
Infidel,  harbour  of  the,  17. 
Innocents  holv,  place  of  their 

destruction,  217. 
Inscription  at  Alexandria,  32. 
Inscriptions  on  walls,  97* 
Irrigation,  98. 
Ismail  Pacha,  51. 


Jacob's  wejl,  305. 


Jaffa,  137. 

Janissaries,  89. 

Jehoshaphat,  valley  of,  1 79. 

Jenini,  314. 

Jeremiah,  valley  of,  156. 

Jericho,  268. 

Jerusalem,  158.  164. 

Joppa,  129. 

Jordan,  the  river,  253.  How 
much  water  is  daily  dis- 
charged from  it,  260. 

Joseph,  tomb  of,  305.  Well 
of,  85.    Shop  of,  324. 

K. 

Kassan  Aga,  119. 
Kaya  Bey,  87. 
Keys,  form  of,  190. 
Khalis,  43.  98. 
Kin^,  tombs  of  the,  387. 
Kissmg  garments,  236. 
Kleber,  assassination  of,  82. 
Knights  of  Holy  Sepulchre, 
281. 

L. 

Labors  of  women  easy,  200. 

Lake  of  Gennesareth,  346. 

Lamps,  earthen,  42. 

Lamica,  495. 

Lazarus,  house  of,  238. 

Lebanon,  mount,  424. 

Lebonah,  village  of,  303. 

Letter  from  Solomon  to  Hi- 
ram, 400. 

Library,  Alexandrian,  38. 

Livine  water,  304. 

Lincoln's-inn-fields,  area  of, 
104. 

Locusts,  493. 

M. 

Mahomet  Ali,  21.48. 
Malta,  505. 

Manger  in  which  Christ  was 
laid,  216. 
I  Mansura,  125. 
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Mark,  St.  house  of,  ^39. 

Market,  slave,  91. 

Marrii^e procession,  111. 

Marseilles,  2. 

Mars  hill,  505. 

Massacre  of  Turks  by  Buo- 
naparte, 14*8. 

Matterea,  123. 

Mazra,  village  of,  419. 

Medicine,  knowledge  of,  es- 
teemed, 420. 

Mediterranean  sea,  whether 
fish  in,  13. 

Men  kissing  each  other,  238. 

Michmash,  297. 

Migration  of  swallows,  9. 

Mirage,  59. 

Mist,  great,  201. 

Modin,  village  of,  230. 

Money,  weighing  of,  197. 

Monks,  cells  of,  180. 

Montagu,  Lady  M.  W.,  504. 

Moses,  stairs  of,  100. 

Mosque,  view  of,  forbidden 
to  Christians,  173. 

Mosques  at  Cairo,  96. 

Mountain  of  offence,  181.  Of 
beatitudes,  342. 

Mourners,  female,  225.  454. 

Mud  walls,  445. 

Mules,  61. 

N. 
Napotose,  804. 
Nativity,  chapel  of  the,  213. 
Nazareth,  318.  372. 
Needles  of  Cleopatra,  30. 
Nehemiah,  pit  of,  179. 
Nelson,  lord,  23. 
Nest  of  swallows,  10. 
Nile,    illuminations    of,  44. 

overflowing  of,  98. 
Nilometer,  100. 
Nose,  cutting  off,  377. 


Obelisks  before  buildings,  31 


Olives,  mount  of,  169. 
On,  city  of,  123. 
Ovens  for  hatching  chickens, 
110. 


Pacha  of  Damascus,  460. 
Palestine,  general  character 

of,  164. 
Palm  trees,  74. 
Panniers,  63. 
Paul,  St.  place  of  his  vision, 

453. 
Pens,  365. 

Peter,  St.  convent  of,  130. 
Pharos  of  Alexandria,  36. 
Picture  of  Christ,  322. 
Pigeons,  81. 
Pillar,  measuring,  100.     Of 

Pompey,  11. 
Pipe,  Turkish,  46.  118. 
Plague,  115.  At  Alexandria, 

26. 
Plain  of  Jericho,  245. 
Plough  of  Nazareth,  333. 
Police  of  Cairo,  95. 
Pompey,  pillar  of,  IL  30. 
Pontius  Pilate,  palace  of,  201 . 
Pools  of  Solomon,  218. 
Portof  Jafia,  137. 
Praying  in  open  air,  431. 
Presents,  3. 233. 
Procession, marriage.  111. 
Purple,  Tyrian,  390. 
Pyramids,  103. 

Q. 
Quack,  history  of  one,  199. 

II. 
Rakee,  a  liquor,  74.  196. 
Rama,  149.  227. 
Raschid,  60. 
Rasleyn,  388. 

Riding   on  horses,  honour- 
able, 90. 
Ripping  up  women,  376. 
21 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


OmBBAL   IKDBX. 


54f$ 


Roida,  island,  of»  100. 
Roofs  of  houses,  141. 
Rosetu,  60. 

Saints,  Mahomedan>  78. 

Salutations,  236. 

Samaria,  310.    Well  of,  304. 

Samaritan,  good,  parable  of, 
264- 

Samos,  496. 

Sand,  .writing  on,  73. 

Santon,.  fortress  of,  313. 

Sawing  asunder,  180. 

Scanderia,  15. 

Sceptic,  address  to  a,  515. 

Schools,  72. 

Sea,  Dead,  256. 

Seed,  robbing  husbandman 
of  155. 

Sephouri,  374* 

Sepulchre,  holy,  168.  273. 

Serapis,  image  of,  destroyed, 
39. 

Servants, « where  they  sleep, 
55.  how  called,  459. 

Sharon,  plain  of,  148. 

Shells,  beautiful,  364. 

Ship  of  desert,  the  camel,  299 

Sichem,  vaJley  of,  303. 

Siddim,  valey  of,  262. 

Sidon,  407. 

Silk  weaving,  at  Sidon,  411. 

Siloam,  pool  of,  180. 

Simeon,  house  of,  211. 

Sitting,  posture  of,  87. 

Skins,  garments  made  of,  147. 

Slave  market,  90. 

Slaves  married  to  daughters, 
93. 

Sleeping  on  house  top,  355. 

Smyrna,  497- 

Snow  on  Mount  Lebanon,  425 

Solyman,  the  assassin,  83. 

SolQmon,  temple  of,  174.  let- 
ter from  to  Hiram,  400. 


Souls,  transmigration  of,  486. 
Spitting,  307.  320. 
Sphinx,  107. 
Stanhope,  lady,  413. 
Statues  of  fire,  43. 
Stv^phen,  St.,  martyrdom  of, 

168. 
Sticks  for  writing,  73. 
Stone  on  which  Christ  eat, 

324. 
Stones,  heap  of,  60.  onMour^t 

Carmel,  385.  enor^ious, 

474. 
Storks,  500. 
Storm,  violent,  12.  478. 
Sunday  evening,  how  spent 

by  Catholics,  3. 
Swallows,  migration  of,  9. 
Swords,  blades  of,  made  at 

Damascus,  447. 


Tabitha*  where  raised  up, 

138. 
Tabor,  mount,  367* 
Telescopes,  ancient,  97. 
Temple  at  Baalbec,  468. 
Tents,  black,  367. 
Terraces,  143. 
Theatre  at  Baalbec,  472. 
Theatrical  amusements,  5. 
Tiberias,  343.  356. 
Tobacco,  high  estimation  of, 

48. 
Tomb  of  Joseph,    305.    Of 

Lazarus,  240. 
Tombs,  dwelling  in,  358.  Of 

kings,  387. 
Torrentes,  57. 
Trees,  branches  of,  formed 

into  tents,  269. 
Tyre,  388. 

U. 
Usbe,  126. 
Utko,  lake,  64. 
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Valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  179. 
Vermin^  troublesome,  55. 

W. 

Washing  the  feet,  .195. 

Water  of  the  dead  sea  ana- 
lised,  266.  living,  SM. 
poto,  S38. 

Weiffhto,  light,  197. 

Well  of  the  apostles,  242. 
hiding  in,  88.  Of  Joseph, 
85.  Of  Samaria,  SOi.  Of 
the  \^rgin  Mary,  S25. 


White  promontory,  388. 
Wives,  seclusion  of,  1 19. 
Women,  slavish  state  of,  198. 


Yafa,  137. 


Y. 


Zachale,  465. 
Zaccheus,  house  of,  247. 
Zarepta,  405. 
Zebulon,  plain  of,  37S. 
Zechariah,  tomb  of,  182. 
Zifle,  114. 


/ 


THE   END. 


Lomotr: 
by  A.  ft  R.  Spottfuwoode, 
New-Street-Square.     ' 

;/ 
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